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PREFACE 


We are glad to present before the nation, a rare souvenir comprising 31 
research articles both in English & Odia, authored by scholars and historians of 
the state and out side the state. The Paika Rebellion is a stupendous uprising 
spear-headed by the peasant-militia (Paikas) of 1817 in the coastal tracks of 
Odisha. It is a great historic event. The rebellion was triggered off hardly 13 
years after the British conquest of Odisha. It was a mass agitation — a fight 
against calculated injustice and denial of commitment and truth by the British 
East India Company which had nursed a sinister design to govern India. 


The British, after their deceitful conquest mercilessly tried to impoverish 
the millions of Paikas by taking away their right to the free agricultural land 
holdings which was granted to them. The rebellion soon took a massive turn in 
the long belt of coastal Odisha. People joined the revolution against the yoke of 
British administration. Odisha was burning with revived patriotism and positive 
hatred against the invading administration. 


The terrific impact of injustice and discontent which the communities of 
Paikas had had in the distant past still remains alive. The succeeding generations 
cherish to enliven the sad memories of their ancestors and love to recapitulate 
their historic reversals of the second, third, and fourth decades of nineteenth 
century. They feel more enthused and stand committed to selfless service to 
their mother land, in case their participation is sought. 


No where in India such a protest, revolutionary zeal and armed gorilla 
warfare of such a magnitude were noticed during the early accession of the 
company government. It will not be a denial of fact that the Paika Rebellion in 
Odisha with Khurda as epicenter is a signaling event in the history of freedom 
struggle in India. The un-challenged, patriotic hero Buxi Jagabandhu was a 
mercenary champion of the Paika Rebellion. It would be conclusively said that 
the Paika Rebellion in Khurda was the first flicker of war of Independence 
atleast half a century prior to the Sepoy Revolution. 


The Utkal Vikash Parishad, a socio-cultural organization of Odisha 
organized a seminar on Khurda Revolt of 1817 (Paika Revolt) on 23" and 24" 
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of October 2016, at Biju Pattnaik Hall, Orissa University of Agriculture & 
Technology, Bhubaneswar. Thirtysix eminent historians and erudite research 
scholars of the state and outside the state participated in the said seminar and 
presented their papers on Paika Revolt-1817 as the First War of Independence 
against the British Rule. Dr. Narayan Rao, the eminent historian of the state 
was the coordinator of the seminar. Around two hundred delegates from the 
state & outside attended the seminar. 


The main objective of the Seminar was twofold; primarily to gauge the 
extent of its extensiveness and intensity and involvement of common people of 
the state in the said Revolution and secondly; to examine various data and 
information collaborately collected for recognition of its status as the First War 
of Independence of India against the British rule. Besides; the other purpose of 
the Seminar was to gauge the impact of the revolution on the socio-economic 
field of the state. 


Prof. Surendra Nath Pasupalak, Vice-Chancellor, OUAT and Shri 
Amarendra Kumar Pattnaik, Director, Dept. of Culture, Govt. of Odisha attended 
the inaugural session and inaugurated the seminar with their valuable and 
informative speech. 


This was the first of its kind of a state-level seminar organized by ‘Utkal 
Vikash Parishad’ where eminent historians like Prof. Narayan Rao, Prof. Dr. 
Nibedita Mohanty, Dr. Bhagyalipi Malla, Prof. Dr. Atul Chandra Pradhan, Dr. 
Ananda Chandra Bhattacharya & Smt. Tuya Haldar (both from West Bengal 
and submitted their papers) Sri Asit Kumar Mohanty, Prof. Dr. Bhagaban Sahoo, 
Prof. Dr. Himansu Sekhar Pattnaik, Prof. Dr. Chandi Prasad Nanda, Prof. Dr. 
Pritish Acharya, Prof. Dr. Krushna Chandra Bhuyan (West Bengal) Dr. 
Priyadarshi Kara, Prof. Dr. Hemanta Kumar Parija, Dr. Lalatendu Das Mohapatra, 
Dr. Janmejaya Choudhuru, Dr. Subash Chandra Barik, Prof. Dr. Prasanna Kumar 
Jena, Sri Gopal Krushna Das, Prof. Dr. Baisnaba Charan Samal. Prof. Dr. Surendra 
Nath Chinera, Sri Satyabadi Baliarsingh, Prof. Dr. Ashok Kumar Pattnaik, Prof. 
Dr. Laxminarayan Raysingh, Sri Prafulla Kumar Paikray, Sri Dhurba Charan 
Jaysingpaikray, Dr. Debendra Nath Das, Prof. Dr. Niladri Bhusan Harichandan, 
Prof. Dr. Amiya Kumar Pattnaik, Dr. Dillip Srichandan attended the seminar and 
submitted their valuable papers on “Paik Revolution-1817”. 


The Seminar was a grand success. A compendium of all such valuable 
papers presented in the Seminar one being published, both in English and in 
Odia language; and is a special volume. 
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The volume will speak for itself that the first Independence movement of 
1857 had its trait in coincided with the Paika Rebellion in 1817 in Odisha. The 
scholars are committed to unravel more archival documents from Indian archives 
and from oral archives in future to substantiate their infallible findings. 

This is the time for us to be proud of our great heritage, to be a part of our 
rich and enviable legacy and be inspired to lift our state to new heights of glory. 

Thanks to the central government and the state government for taking up 
various programmes to commemorate this great occasion. 

In this noble and praise-worthy endeavour of re-building the history of 
Odisha, our book would be a minor, yet a very significant contribution. 

This would have not been but for the full hearted participation and co- 
operation of the Chairman Sri Bijaya Ku. Pradhan, Sr. Vice-Chairman Dr. Gopal 
Krishna Srichandan, Senior Member Sri Bana Bihari Nayak & all other 
functionaries of Utkal Vikash Parishad, The Seminar could be crowned with a 
grand success. 


Vande Utkala Janani = 


(Rushi Gumansingh) 
Secretary General, 
Utkal Vikash Parishad. 
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THE COURSE OF PAIKA REVOLT OF 
1817 AND ITS IMPACT 


Prof. Dr. Narayan Rao 


The recent trend of the scholars of History and allied disciplines to study 
the history from below has yielded popular insurrections and revolts against 
British colonial rule which are to be studied by rare empathy and archaeology 
of knowledge. Regional studies of freedom struggle are necessary because of 
regional variation and its link with local issues and ethos. The respectabilities 
and autonomy of the revolt however brief and abortive is to be highlighted. The 
strong link between such revolts in our long struggle for freedom should be 
established in its true perspective. Because, they have been painted by colonial 
historians as wholly local in character and the leadership traditional. 


But, the Khurda Revolt of 1817 was most formidable and unique in its 
planning, character, duration, leadership and intensity than many outbursts of 
unrest in contemporary Indian scenario. There was in it an urge for freedom 
from the money grabbing imperialist and exploitive colonial administration. In 
fact, the resistance was organized first of all in 1804 by Jayee Rajaguru to 
protect the independence of Khurda kingdom and honour of the king from the 
manipulative and hatred rule of the alien. As the Regent of the minor king 
Mukunda Deva II he organized the Paikas and waged a direct attack against the 
British Govt. in 1804, soon after the British conquest of Odisha in 1803. Though, 
he defended the fort of Khurda for long 21 days, yet, he failed against the 
mighty British forces and cruelly executed for sedition. The king lost his kingdom 
and had to stay at Puri with subsistence. 

From 1804 to 1817, the kingdom of Khurda in particular and Odisha in 
general came under the exploitive rule of the Britishers bringing misery beyond 
endurance. The Govt. completely abandoned the administrative system of old 
regime and introduced new Regulations which ruined the royats, the Paikas 
and the Odia Zamindars. Primarily due to extensive sale of land, constant 
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fluctuations of land settlements, abolition of cowrees as the mode of payment, 
introduction of salt monopoly, discontinuance of Paikanama, there was wide 
spread discontentments which erupted in the form of a revolt in 1817. Although 
it originated in Khurda, it spread gradually to other places. The man who inspired 
them and took the leadership was Bakshi Jagabandhu Vidyadhar Mohapatra 
Bhramarvara Ray popularly known as Buxi Jagabandhu. The Revolt aimed to 
save the original nobility from total extinction and the common people from 
oppression and pauperization. Jagabandhu himself was a victim, when he lost 
his Zamindari at Rodanga & Rahang. He was not only a great military leader, 
but also, a seasoned strategist and farsighted statesman. He planned to take 
people of all categories into his confidence irrespective of their caste, creed 
and social status. It included the warring tribal people, the Dalais, Dalabeheras, 
Naikas and Paikas. The Rajas of Feudatory states who were burdened with 
exhorbitant rent and rigour with which it was collected, also extended sympathy 
and support. He also triexd to raise the revolt under the banner of the former 
Raja of Khurda inorder to gather the support of millions of people and the 
Garjat Chiefs. Toynbee writes, "It burst with such a relentless fury as to threaten 
our expulsion, if not from the whole of Orissa, atleast from the territory of 
Khurda'". 


The revolt heralded in the last-week of March 1817. The march of a body 
of 400 Khonds from Ghumsur championing the cause of the restoration of 
Srikar Bhanja to Gadi assembled at Khurda. The Khonds were displeased with 
the British rule because of the Forest Laws and encroachment in their traditional 
beliefs and rituals. They joined with the forces of Buxi Jagabandhu who had 
taken up the cause to liberate the people from British maladministration. It is 
assumed that the combined forces inaugurated the freedom struggle on 1* of 
April 1817. They were joined with the souras, who were employed as agents to 
carry out the plan of revenge. 

Banapur 

A meeting was held at Banapur along with the Dalais, Dalabeheras and 
Paikas to chalk out the course of action. Police station and other Govt. buildings 
at Banapur were attacked It is said that the insurgents killed many people and 
looted near about Rs. 15,000/- from Govt treasury. When the salt agent of 
Southern Division tried to escape, his boat in the Chilika lake was capsized and 
plundered. 
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Khurda 


Being emboldened and encouraged by the success, they marched to 
Khurda and sacked the Tahasildar’s office and ransacked the office furniture. 
The officials ran for safety and in the process a personal attendant of the Daroga 
was killed. The insurgents also attacked the Govt. Treasury and confiscated the 
money to facilitate the implementation of their plan. Khurda was in full control 
of the insurgents. 


Lembai 


A section of the army entered the pragana Lembai under the leadership of 
Parsuram Routaray and killed one Charan Pattanaik of Rathipur, who was 
considered to be the informer of the Govt. 


Panchagarh 


They entered into Panchagarh which was under the rule of Rani Mukta 
Dei of Sambalpur. They attacked the residence of the Rani and her Diwan, 
Sadasiva Rai. However, Rani escaped to Cuttack and the Diwan was killed by 
one Sachidananda Pattnaik: Buxi Jagabandhu apprehending the movement of 
Govt. forces from Cuttack, stationed a contingent of veteran paikas at 
Gangapada. The initial reverses was a surprise to the British Govt, who remained 
under the impression that the people were happy with the benevolent and 
enlightened administration Immediately, the measures were taken to quell the 
revolt. Lt. Prideause was advised to remain present at Khurda. Lt. Faris was 
deputed to Pipili to protect the lembai pragana. Impey himself with 60 sepoys 
advanced to Khurda and reached the entry point Gangapada. 
Gangapada 

British army’s objective was to help Lt. Prideaux in suppressing the 
rebellion atKhurda. But it failed because Impey could not advance due to the 
blockade at Gangapara by the Paikas and cutting down of the provisions. Again, 
with the surge of the revolution at khurda, Lt. Prideause was frightened and 
fled for his safety. Impey also decided to retreat on 4* April 1817. Thus, being 
encouraged, the rebels chased the British army and put them into loss. The 
flight of British forces encouraged many local chiefs to join in the fight against 
British rule. The British Govt. imposed Martial Law in Khurda. 


Pipili / Puri 

The main contingent of rebels marched towards Pipili and joined with 
Balabhadra Chhotaray of Padampur Garh and engaged with arson and loot. 
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The mainbody of Paikas including the Kondhas of Ghumusur entered Puri 
under Buxi through Lokanath Ghat and were engaged in retaliating against the 
British officials Being frightened, they abandoned Puri on 12" of April 1817. 
The priests of the temple also joined to resolve Raja Mukunda Deva II. The 
king was approached in his residence for acknowledging the leadership of the 
fight and to proceed back to Khurda. But the king being reminded of his torture 
and treatment by the British during 1804 revolt, politely refused. He did not 
like to incur further humiliation by the Govt. Instead, it is said that he sent a 
message through Muktiar Purussottam Behari for military aid for his security. 
This, however, did not discourage Buxi Jagabandhu who tried to appeal the 
Rajas of Garjat for support. 


Other areas affected by the revolt 


Gop, Tiran, Kujanga, Sarangagarh, Marichpur, Harishpur, Kanika and 
Asureswar became the theatres of the revolt. The Paikas instigated the people 
for insurrection and engaged in revengeful activities. Dharmu Harichandan of 
Sarangagarh and Karunakar Sardar of Gop, Raja of Harispur, Madhusudan 
Mangaraj, the Raja of Kujanga, Madhusudan Sendha, Bamdev Patojoshi, 
Narayan Paramguru, Banamali Narendra, Karunakar Paramguru and many 
others also participated in the uprising to drive out exploitive colonial rule. 


In the meantime, Britishers recognized themselves and carried on military 
operations killing the Paikas and driving the rebels to remote jungle. Martial 
Law was declared and military leaders were chastised. The Raja of Kujang 
tried to sustain the revolt for some time and being hopeless voluntarily 
surrendered. Peace was restored in Kujanga on 26® Oct. 1817; Military operation 
under Maj General Martindell against Khurda led to the suppression of revolt 
and Martial Law was withdrawn. By 10" April 1818, Britishers were in full 
control of power. 


The rebellion was reported to have been crushed with an iron hand by the 
use of machine guns and gunpowder. A special commission was instituted with 
Martindell and Walter Ewer to try the prisioners of war and suggest measures 
for the future improvement of Khurda Estate. They were advised to have patient 
hearing of the people inorder to remove any abuses and irregularities in the 
colonial administration. 


Raja Mukunda Deva II was asked to continue as a prisoner with an 
allowance of Rs. 25/- per day for himself and Rs. 500/- per month for the 
family at Puri. When he died on Nov. 30® 1817 inside the prison, he was 
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succeeded by his minor son Ramachandra Deva. Somanath Patjoshi and 
Somanath Bahinipati were to discharge the functions vested on him as the Supt. 
Of Jagannath Temple. 


Raja of Kujanga 


It was recommended to deprive him of the management of the estate, but, 
ultimately he was released and allowed to return to his estate, because he had 
voluntarily surrendered and also helped the govt. to capture some ring leaders 
of the revolt. 


A reward was proclaimed for apprehending Buxi Jagabandhu and other 
proscribed sardars in league with the leader like Khrishna Chandra Vidyadhara, 
Gopal Chhotaray, Pitabas Mangaraj, Padmanava Chhotaray, Pindiki 
Bahubalendra and Karunakara Paramguru. A general amnesty was proclaimed 
for others. Commission sentenced nine leaders to 14 years of imprisonment 
and 123 leaders were transported for life beyond sea. Parsuram Routaray and 
Sachidananda Pattanaik were sentenced to death for murder of Charan Pattnaik 
and Sadasiva Ray respectively on April 1818. Dama Subudhi, Nityananda 
Mangaraj, Sambhunath Patsani and Dasarathi Paikaray who were captured with 
the help of Raja of Athamallik were who tried and punished. Lokanath 
Baliarsingh and Adikanda Vidyadhara surrendered to commission with the good 
office of the Raja of Nayagarh. Ramachandra Samanta Singhar was captured 
with the help of Raja of Dhenkanal and was punished. Though many other 
leaders who had actively participated in the Revolt voluntarily surrendered, 
yet, many remained at large along with their supreme commander Buxi 
Jagabandhu. Govt. felt that restoration of tranquility in Khurda was incomplete 
without surrender of Buxi. 


The flight of Jagabandhu with his trusted soldiers to forest and the witch 
hunt carried on by the British Govt. is a romantic chapter in the pages of Paika 
Revolt of 1817. A reward was announced on his head to capture him dead or 
alive. But the gurrella war for a long period of seven years shows the audacity 
and determination of Jagabandhu against all adversity. Constantly being followed 
by British forces, he fled to the jungle of Ghoomsur, Sheragarh, Baud, Dasapalla 
and finally to Nayagarh. He continued to fight for long seven years without 
being able to be captured. The Govt announced more rewards and even arrested 
all his family members including his two wives, sons and servants. But all was 
in vain. When he was wandering in forest, the people of Khurda and Bhaguni 
Das of Roranga looked after his maintenance. On 19* April 1819, Jagabandhu 
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wrote a letter to Lt. Melville for restoration of minor king Ramachandra Deva 
to his Gadi, after which every thing would be solved. On the other hand Govt. 
adopted extra ordinary steps to force his surrender. 


On hearing that the Raja of Nayagarh who was secretly helping 
Jagabandhu in his hide at Nayagarh, the Commissioner issued a strong worded 
Parawana to the Raja for with- drawing of support and to persuade him to 
accept the terms of the British Govt. or face a fateful consequence. Willikinson 
personally went to Nayagarh and threatened to comply with the parwana within 
four months. Jagabandhu was persuaded to surrender with the mediation of 
Bewarta Baraju Paikray. An elaborate arrangement was made to bring 
Jagabandhu to Cuttack. SK. Waz Mohammad, the Seristadar of the office of 
the tributary Mahal was deputed to accompany. Strict instruction was issued to 
the police to prevent any interference with Jagabandhu on the way of journey. 
Jagabandhu arrived at Cuttack on 20" May 1825 to execute an agreement which 
was devoid of any impolite condition. It was stated that Jagabandhu would not 
leave Cuttack without permission of the commissioner. He was allowed to stay 
at Cuttack with his family and provided with a monthly pension of Rs. 150/- for 
life long. 


Thus, the surrender was not an abject surrender He did it in a manner 
commensurate with his dignity. He has been referred to by colonial historians 
as an unfortunate celebrity. Infact British Govt. virtually admitted defeat. Most 
of the causes for which the fight was organized was accepted by the Govt. It 
came out of its illusion by admitting the irregularity and exploitation associated 
with the administration. Buxi Jagabandhu emerged as a hero without any 
indignity associated with his surrender. It was really a crusade which he fought 
most diligently and became successful in achieving it. He breathed his last at 
Cuttack on Saturday 24 January 1829. His pension was stopped from that 
date. 


Reviewing the course of events, it is observed that Buxi Jagabandhu 
possessed strength of mind, iron will and a dogged resistance and determination 
to uphold the cause with unflinching devotion. The eight years of trials and 
tribulations against the constant vigilance of British Govt. speaks eloquently 
his powerful personality and organizing genius. He was a patriot who fought 
for the freedom of the state and liberate it from the shackles of exploitation. He 
was a celebrated leader in the saga of Odisha’s freedom movement. Besides, 
many Daleis, Dalabeheras, nayaks which it freedom struggle by leading the to 
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the under their control. The Revolt of 1817 was not an isolated event prompted 
by despair, hatred and thirst for revenge on the part of Jagabandhu. The 
movement was deeply connected with the grievances and discontent of the 
people, though geographically it was confined to the district of Khurda and the 
neighbouring feudatory states. Moreover it was not the revolution of the Paikas 
only. In fact it was a mass movement which was directed against the misrule 
and exploitation of British Govt. It was in no way inferior to the 1857 Revolt 
which has been declared as the First War of Indian Independence. Rather this 
Revolt of 1817 did not fritter away its energy and people fought for freedom 
being imbued with a spirit of nationalism to throw away the sackles of alien 
rule. There is the Bibliography of Books and official records which are referred 


to in support of Paika Uprising of Paika Bidroha of 1817. 
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PAIK REBELLION, THE FIRST 
FREEDOM MOVEMENT IN INDIA 


Prof. Dr. Krushna Chandra Bhuyan 


Soon after the Govt. of East India Company occupied Orissa, Mukunda 
Dev II, an under aged king placed a proposal to them on the advice of 
Jayakrushna Rajguru, his custodian, for restoration of four Praganas including 
Purusottam Srikshetra. Col. Harcourt and Meleville, the superintendent of police 
were anxious to get support of the Raja in order to obtain a safe passage through 
his territory on the way of their campaign. They agreed to the proposal for 
restoration of the said Praganas infavour of the Raja and in addition to that they 
offered to pay one lakh of ruppess.(1) According to the Verbal terms of agreement 
British troops marched upto Puri without being confronted by the Marathas. 
After that Jayakrishna Rajguru, popularly known as Jayi Rajguru approached 
Harcourt in Cuttack to settle the matter. But Harcourt declined to return the 
territory to the Raja that he occupied from Marathas. However he paid Rs. 
50.000/- to Jayi Rajguru and assured to pay the rest in future. (2) The annoyed 
Raja agreed to sign the agreement after he was threatened repeatedly between 
February and July 1804. Harcourt was reported that the Raja was organizing to 
retain his right over his lost territories along with the Jagannath temple forcibly. 
The Govt. of East India company decided to deport the Raja by a proclamation 
on 7 December 1804. At last he was captured on 3 January 1805 and was in 
confinement first in Cuttack and then in Medinipur. (2A) During his confinement 
the Raja filed a petition and pleaded his innocence and blamed Jayi Rajguru as 
the leader of rebellian of 1804 against the Company Govt. (3) The Governor 
General considered the petition in favour of the minor Raja and ordered to 
hang Jai Rajguru to death who boldly admitted to have organized Paikas to 


(1) Guide to Orissan Records Vol. !Il, Est. S.C. Dey Letter on 1.1.1807 From the Secy to 
Govt. of Bengal Judicial Dept. to the Magisrate of Cuttack. 

(2) S.C. Dey — Freedom Movement in Orissa. Vol. |. Page -3 

(2A) Orissa Review 1989 P.3 . 

(3) Petition forwarded by the Magistrate of Cuttack to the Secy of Govt. Orissan Records. Vol. Hl 


PRECURSOR TO FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN INDIA #417 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


revolt in the interest of the Raja. It was soon executed at Medinipur, a village in 
the boarder district of Balasore. Thus the great uncompromising leader and 
patriot and a man of rarest human qualities who served his master as well as his 
motherland was killed. (4) 


The Company Govt. now introduced a series of Bengal Regulations. The 
Paikas were ordered to pay rent for rent free land which they had owned on 
hereditary term. The estate of the Raja was confiscated. The Paikas were under 
the control of the Sarbarahakars. The Sarbarahakars had no mercy for the Paikas. 
They were subjected to assessment of high rise of revenue, harassment over 
introduction of coins instead of couries, oppression, exploitations, imposition 
of salt monopoly that caused unexpected rise in salt price. This was unbearable 
and painful to the Paikas. The revenue was gradually enhanced from year to 
year without any enquiry about the paying capacity of the assessees. Under the 
severe misery and painful situation the Paikas had no other way, but to leave 
their home and hearth and take shelter in neighbouring estates. 


In the mean time, the chooars of Ghumsar rushed to Khurda to loot the 
English territory as an act of vengeance against the English on account of 
incarceration of their Raja Dhanjay Bhanj. The Paikas availed of the opportunity 
and joined hands with chooars. Boxi Jagabandhu Vidyadhar who was humiliated 
by the English and failed to get justice, joined the insurgents and led them as 
their commander. Jagabandhu appealed to Major Fletchar to retain his hereditary 
rent free land of Praganas of Rahang, Lembai, Serai and Chabiskud. (4A) That 
yielded no result. Describing his deplorable condition he again appealed to the 
highest authority to reasonably consider to give back his land for which he 
would pay equitable rent to be assessed. That was also rejected. W. Trower, 
collector of Cuttack informed the unbearing sufferings of the people of Khurda 
to G. warde, Secy to the Member of Board of Revenue dated 12.11.1813. But 
warde remained silent. 


KHURDA, PIPLI, PURI 
UNDER CONTROL OF BUXI 


Under the circumstances, the fire of agony now started to spark to breakout 
into conflagration. Jagabandhu decided to challenge to the oppressors who 
failed to give justice in a peaceful manner. He was prepared to lodge a war 
against the powerful English authority with his ferocious and fearless Paikas 


(4) A.B. Mohanty, edited Madala Panji, Page 82 (Prachi edition) 
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along with chooars in order to liberate the Raja and to place him on the throne, 
to eliminate the British power from the land of Orissa and to bring back the 
original proprietors with their estates for redressal of rigours caused by the 
British misrule. To make his campaign successful Boxi appealed to some chiefs 
and some other quarters to strengthen the poor Paikas both mentally and 
physically. Soon after they were united under the leadership of Jagabandbu, 
they attacked the Govt. officers and looted valuables, killed one hundred people 
and carried off Rs. 15,000/- (5) 


After the operation was over they proceeded towards Khurda being 
accompanied by hundreds of Paikas on the way. The officers at Khurda on 
receiving the information of the insurgents marching to them, they were not in 
a position to resist, but abandoned Khurda for their safety. There the insurgents 
sacked the treasury and burnt down the govt. building. E. Empey, the Magistrate 
of Cuttack informed the Govt. that the Police Station, Munsif Court and 
Tahasildar’s office were plundered and burnt. (6) After the incidence was 
communicated, the military authority at Cuttack sent two detachments, one 
under the lieutenant Prideau to Khurda and the other under Lieutenant Faris to 
Pipli to guard the Pragana of Lembai. E. Empey being accompanied by colonel 
Travis with some sepoys also reached Gangapara pass on second April where 
they were confronted with a barricade raised by the insurgents. The insurgents 
started firing on them behind the barricade. Finding no other way to progress, 
they came-back to Cuttack. (6A) Empey reported to the Govt. that Khurda was 
in complete control of the enemy. Faris who was at Lembai marched to Khurda 
with only 50 soldiers being directed by captain willington. When he reached 
Gangpara, he was shot dead by the insurgents. Colonel Prideaux was attacked 
by the enemies and he retreated to Cuttack. (7) Insurrection day by day spread 
to Lembai, Garh Padmapur and to some sensitive areas. 


The insurgents under the leadership of Baxi Jagabandhu Vidyadhar reached 
Puri on 14*® April, 1817. Captain Willingtons force could not stand against 
Boxi’s force. Baxi’s soldiers sacked and burnt all the official buildings. (7A) 
Captain Willington was overpowered by the Paikas. The success of Jagabandhu 
inspired the Paikas of Khujanga, Gopa and Tiran and later on Hariharpur, 
Asureswar and Pattamundai. Even Baxi Jagabandhu had established contacts 


(5) Toynbee A sketch of the History of Orissa P.15 

(6) Magistrate E. Empey to the Secy to the Govt. dt. 30.3.1817. Orissan Records Vol. Il 
(6A) Orissa Review 1989-P-10 

(7) Orissan Records : Vol. lil Empey to the secy to the Govt. dt. 5.4.1817 

(7A) Orissa — Past and Present P. 100 
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with Jamidars and leaders of different areas of Balasore. As the situation was 
severe and out of their control the Military authority proclaimed martial law to 
suppress the insurrection. It was proclaimed in Khurda on 14.4.1817 and in 
Pipili, Limbai and Puri on 19.4.1817. The Martial Law was also declared in 
Kujanga in the first week of Sept. 1817. It was withdrawn from Kujanga on 
26® October, 1817 after Bamdev Patjoshi and Narayan Paramguru were kept 
confined in Barabati fort.(8) 


After the Martial Law was declared Boxi Jagabandu remained incognito 
and the Paikas preferred to take shelter in remote parts of Khurda, Puri and 
other places. After the insurrection was putdown in October, 1817, the Company 
Govt. declared rewards for arrest of the absconded fighters. The reward for 
arrest of Jagabandhu was Rs. 5000/- and it was Rs. 2000/- for Krushna Chandra 
Bhramarbar Ray. The rewards for the associates of Jagabandhu were one 
thousand each. They were Krushna Chandra Vidyadhar, Jagabandhu Santra, 
Mir Haidar Ali, Dharamu Harichandan, Ramachandra Samanta Singhar, 
Adikand Vidyadhar, Upendra Jagadev, Dhamo Subudhi (Dharmu Subudhi), 
Bishnu Harichandan , Karunakar Paramugur, Biguon Singh, Nalundudoo 
(Niladri) Santra, Hari Mansingh, Purusottam Mansingh and Antaryami Pahar 
Singh. (8A) 

From the report of the acting Magistrate of Cuttack to the Chief Secy to 
Govt. it is known that there were 268 persons put in Prison ‘who had joined the 
rebellion. In the list of names of the Chief associates of Jagabandhu were not 
there. For them and their leader Jagabandhu they had to wait till 1825. 


Mukund Dev-II the Raja of Khurda who was lodged in a hut inside Barabati 
fort, died on 30 November 1817. His Son Ramachandra Dev-III was freed and 
restored as a king. Somanath Bahinipati and Somannath Patajoshi were 
appointed as the costodians of the minor Raja. (9) 


The military authority was time and again in intensive search to capture 
Jagabandhu Vidyadhar and his followers. But every time they were escaping 
before the troops led by a high officer were nearer to them. Similar attempt was 
made to capture Pindiki Bahubalendra who was one of the ring leaders of the 
movement. But every time the troops failed to arrest him. (9A) After a gap of 
(8) Orissan Records : Vol. III W. Esquire, Acting Magistrate, Cuttack to Magistrate Ganjam 

on 13.3.1817 
(8A) Political upset in Orissa in the 19" century : P.K. Mishra P. 26 


(9) Political upset in Orissa in 19® century. P. 44 
(9A) A sterling to collector, Cuttack on 16.6.1818 Orissan Record : Vol. III 
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time the Paikas who had surrendered, offered to help in capturing Bahubalendra 
for which they were rewarded Rs. 1000/- after their success. His three associates 
also could not escape arrest. But in the game of hide and seek every time 
Jagabandhu was winner and the authority was loser. To save its energy and 
resources the govt. at last, directed the military authority to arrest Jagabandhu 
or induce him to surrender on condition of free pardon with monthly allowances. 


Some of the rebels were made free in order to help the military authority to 
capture the hard core rebels and leaders of the rebels for their treasonous acts. 
Such rebels were arrested and taken in to custody. Among them 112 persons 
were found guilty and convicted. Nine persons were sentenced for 14 years of 
imprisonment and 103 persons were transported for life beyond sea. (10) Two 
hard core leaders of Kujanga Paikas were imprisoned with hard labour for life 
in Alipur Jail, Calcutta. (11) Besides, Nizam Adalat sentenced 25 prisoners to 
imprisonment in banishment and 40 prisoners transported for life in the month 
of March 1819, were ordered to be sent under strict guard to Medinapur Jail 
and Alipur Jail respectively. (11A) In April 1819 Parsuram Routray and 
Sachidanand Pattanayak were sentenced to death as they murdered Sadashib 
Ray, Diwan of Rani of Sambalpur and Charan pattanayak. In the month of 
September of the same year Bishnu Paikray, Gopal Chhotaray, Ram Singh, 
Nath Pradhan and Narasingh were sentenced to death for betraying the authority. 
(11B) For some reason Gopal Chhotray was arrested and sentenced to death by 
the Nizam Adalat. Rama Mahapatra, Bharat Mahanty, Jagabandhu Mangaraj, 
Nabin Bahubalendra, Sherkhan and Dhunu were rewarded by Joint Magistrate 
of Khurda for they had offered help to arrest the rebels. 


The Dalais and Dalbeheras and the Paikas served under them were granted 
full and free pardon. Besides the Dalais and Dalbeheras were restored with 
their Jagirs. (12) Charan Pattanayak, a notorious element who played an 
important role against Paik movement and worked as an agent of the company 
Govt. was killed in his village. (12A) Even at the time of murder no villager 
came to save him for his heinous crime he committed. Frantically repeated 


(10) Story of Freedom struggle in Orissa, S.C. Dey P. 32 

(10A) Orissa Records Vol. III W. Darian a registar, Nijam Adalat Two W.L. Melleville dt. 
10.12.1818 

(11) Extracts from the proceedings of Nijam Adalat dt. 18.12.1818 Orissan Records Vol. Hl, 
S.C. Dey. 

(11A) Orissan Records M.H. Turn Bull Nizam Adalat to W. Forrester dt. 18.4. & 6.6.1819 

(11B) Orissan Records : Vol. III W. Forrester to T. Pakenham 30.12.1819 

(12) R.Ker to W.B. Bayley, Orissan Records 

(12A) Story of Freedom struggle in Orissa p28-29 
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attempts were made by the authority to capture Jagabandhu, but everytime they 
failed. They needed very essentially to arrest Jagabandhu and his associates at 
any rate and so they requested the Rajas of Nayagarh, Boud and Ghumsar to 
capture them. But it yielded also no result. Finally they, finding no other way, 
brought Jagabandhu’s wives and children and cousins in to their custody at 
Barabati fort. (13) They were Radhamani Jemadei (Elder wife), chaturmani 
Jemadei (Younger wife), Gopinath Vidyadhar (son), Shyam Sunder Ray (adopted 
son), Uparna Dei (daughter of brother), Gurubari (concubine of his brother). 
Even under the terrible situation Jagabandhu Vidyadhar did not turn-up. The 
family members were released after that. (14) Though every possible precautions 
were taken to restrain any untoward situation in Banapur, there was depredation 
at intervals caused by the Kondhas and Panas who were believed to have created 
problems being instigated by Jagabandhu. (15) The govt of East India company 
was not in a position to believe to have a stabillised administration until and 
unless Jagabandhu Vidyadhar and Krushna Chandra Bhramarbar Ray were 
arrested or they surrendered. Jagabandhu had caused panic unabated for long 
seven years to the authority and the authority was not prepared to wait any more 
for him and his followers. At last the governor general was compelled to declare 
sanction of pardon to Jagabandhu and his associates and on submission, 
Jagabandhu was to live in Cuttack with monthly allowances and not to leave it 
without permission. He was further proposed to forego his title of Boxi and his 
claim to Killa Rodang and the Jamidaries and landed properties which would 
be forfeited to the Govt. By that time he was supposed to stay in Nayagarh and 
was reported to have organized his force. (16) W. Wilkinson started to Nayagarh 
with a contingent of troops and met the Raja and his Bebarta Baraju Paikra. He 
discussed with them in detail regarding surrender of Jagabandhu. The 
unparalleled freedom fighter and incomparable leader was contacted by the 
Bebarta. The exhausted Jagabandhu recalled his days of under ground period 
since the movement of 1817. He recalled how he was supported from different 
quarters for his shelter and livelihood, how some of his followers joined hands 
with the English how some of them after release from the jail acted as agents of 
the authority and offered help to capture the freedom fighters who were sentenced 
to death, put in prison and transported beyond sea for life. He is now exhausted 


(13) Orissan Records : Vol. III Chief Secy to W. Blunt dt. 25.7.1820. 
(14) ଠOrissan Records W. Wilkinson to A. Sterling dt. 20.11.1820 

(15) Orissan Records : Vol. Iti W. Wilkinson to Pakenham dt. 21.2.1821 
(16) Orissan Records : Vol. III, Princep to Blunt dt. 12.9.1822 
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and desparate. He decided finally to surrender. The Chief secretary was informed 
by the commissioner about arrival of Jagabandhu in Cuttack on 27.5.1825 being 
escorted by Waz Mahammed, the Diwan of the office of the superintendent of 
Tributary Mahals. (17) After Jagabandhu his followers also surrendered to the 
authority. They were Gourang Bareesal, Bandhu Santra, Kela Mansing, Hari 
Santra, Madhu Bisoi, Bhagaban Jena, Rajib Bisoi and Uddhab Nayak. They 
were granted pardon and later were restored with their Jagirs. Jagabandhu’s 
pension was enhanced from Rs. 100/- to Rs. 150/- per month. (18) 
Krushnachandra Ray surrendered on 2™ January 1826. His pension was also 
raised from Rs. 50/- to Rs. 100/- 


Jagabandhu Vidyadhar may be judged a winner if his voluntary surrender 
and offer of pardon to him will be taken into his account. Unfortunately the 
great freedom fighter of the nation expired on 24® January 1829 under close 
observation. (19) According to Govt. of East India company and some historians 
Paik movement ended after the end of Jagabandhu. The fact is not that. The 
seeds sowed by Jagabandhu grew up after seven years of his expiry. An under 
current of revenge was flowing against wave of joy. Under current overflew 
and inundated the land of Banapur. 


Independence of Banapur 


It was in 1857 the Indian sepoys revolted against the British rute, historians 
call it as the first freedom movement of the country. Some scholars have 
reasonably justified that the first freedom movement was held in Banapur before 
21 years of the sepoy mutiny. In view to declare independence of Banapur from 
the clutche of English rule there was a meeting held on first June 1836 at Aranga 
Gada of Banapur. The meeting was attended by high ranking Paikas, Paika 
Sardars, experienced fighters and well-wishers. They were Kruttibas Patsani, 
Lochan Bisoi, Shib Bisoi, Panchanan Nayak, Sadhu Jani, Dina Jani and others. 
The meeting unanimously resolved to declare Banapur an independent state of 
which Paik Sardar Panchanan Nayak named as Raja Saran Singh, the king and 
Kruttibas Patsani who played a major role in the Changeover was selected to 
act as Chiefminister and commander of Army. (19A) 


(17) Commissioner Blunt to Bayley dt. 27.5.1825 — Orissan Records. 

(18) Commissioner Blunt to Bayley dt. 4.6.1825 

(18A) Odia Jnanakosh, Utkal University 3'¢ Vol. P. 117 

(19) R. Hunter to acting commissioner, Cuttack T. Pakenham on 26.1.1829. Orissan Records 

(19A) Odisar Samarik Sanskruti : Firingi Bharatare Pratham Swadhinata Ghoosana : 
Laxminarayan Raysingh. P. 119 
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To declare officially and publicly the independence of Banapur the king 
on a palanquin and the Chief Minister on the horse with their forces travelled in 
the wide area on 4"® June 1836. The people of different villages joined the 
campaign enmasse. Coming to know about the unprecedented situation the 
police of Khurda and Banapur attacked together on the campaign with arms, 
weapons and gun powders. The people including the king and the Chief Minister 
retreated for the time being as war tricks. The police force were exhausted with 
their weapons. Sensing imminent danger to their lives they left the place. One 
person was killed and three others were injured among the police. The 
revolutionaries set on fire the police station and salt godown and burnt the 
valuable papers and documents. They also looted wealth from the houses of the 
traders who were acting as agents of the British. 


The revolutionaries in greater numbers reached Bhateswar, the centre their 
preparation on 5 June for deciding their next course of action where the king 
issued letters to Dalais and Dalbeheras to depute experienced Paiks to fight 
against the British forces. On the 6® June they marched on to Badakul withmore 
and more Paikas. Before the arrival of the long march the frightened British 
force extricated the place. 


In the mean time some betrayers were organized. Pretending as well wishers 
they suggested the Raja and the Chief Minister to first attack Tangi Police station. 
The trapped leaders agreed to the proposal and reached Bhimpur. The betrayers 
arranged lunch for them and at the same time looted their weapons and devices 
kept in nearby room. The police with the help of the conspirators arrested 151 
revolutionaries. But the Raja and the Chief Minister escaped arrest. This caused 
a headache for the Britishers and the betrayers. The main conspirator behind 
the scene was the uncle-in-law of Kruttibas Patsani. Patsani was the danger to 
the govt. His name was enough for severing the hearts of enemies. The two 
leaders had to remain in Nayagarh in disguise. The Raja of Nayagarh helped 
the police to arrest them. Kruttibas and Panchanan were sentenced to death and 
their landed properties were forefeited to the Govt. (20A) 


The well planned and well organized freedom movement of the Paikas in 
Banapur thus got a severe blow. It was a success of the betrayers rather than the 
Britishers. Though the independence of Banapur was for a time span of three 
days only, it was the first freedom movement in India in its character and a 
milestone to inspire the next generation of the fighters. 


(20) Odissare Swadhinata Sangram. J. Pattnayak P.14-16 
(20A) ibid 
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Before the revolt of 1836 in Banapur there were several revolts or agitations 


or confrontation or conflicts against the English administration. But none of 
the initiators or leaders were able to declare independence of their territories or 
estates or the land where the battles were faught against the Britishers. Those 
revolts were — 


lL 


wD 


Revolt of Ram Ram Singh, Medinipur 1758 
Revolt of Dhaka 1759 


Rising of Asad Jaman Khan, Birbhum. 1660-64 Rising of Tilak Chand 
Mir-kashim. 


Sannyasi Bidroh 1763-1800 

Dhalbhum Bidroh 1764 

Medinipur Chuad, Majhi Bidroh 1766-83 
Sandip Bidroh 1769 

Revolt of Farmers & Weavers 1770-80 
Chattagram Chkma Bidroh 1776-87 


. Nilchasi Bidroh 1778-80 

. Malangi, Resami, Offim Chasi Bidroh 1780-1800 
. Rangpur Krushak Bidroh 1783 

. Jesore-Khulna Bidroh 1784-96 

. Birbhum Revolt 1785-96 

. Birbhum, Bankuda Pahadi Bidroh 1789-91 
. Bakhargunj Bidroh 1790 

. Second Choad Bidroh 1798-99 

. Srihatta Bidroh 1799 

. Garo Bidroh Maimansing 1800 

. Medinipur Nayak Bidroh 1706-12 

. Maiman Singh 1812 Krusak Bidroh 

. Gurkhawar 1818 

. Second Sandip Bidroh 1819 

. Hatikheda Bidroh Maimansing 1822 
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25. Maiman Singh Pagal Bidroh 1825-27 
26. Nilchasi Bikshav 1830-48 

27. Wahabi Andolan 1831 

28. Ganganarayan Bidroh, Manbhum 1831 
29. Asam Dhumayit Bikshav 1832 

30. Second pagal Bidroh 1832 

31. Second Garo Bidroh Maimansigh 1837 
32. Tripura Krusak Bidroh 1844 

Republic of Orissa 


Sashi Chandra Dutta (Soshee Chandar Dutta) a young Bengal group writer 
of integrity, intellectuality and partriotic spirit acknowledged the Paik Revolt 
and declaration independence of Banapur in his story “Republic of Orissa” 
published in Saturday Evening’s Harkura’ on 25* May 1845. 


"Re-public of Orissa" was written in English. The story thus goes in brief. 


The company govt. introduced slavery system in Orissa from their capital 
Pillivity. The Indians raised their voice against the inhuman ruling. It was painful 
and unjustified for the already exploited, humiliated and suppressed people of 
Orissa. They reacted against the ruling. The morning star, Indian Patriot and 
other news papers appealed to the Govt. to withdraw the declaration. But the 
rulers remained firm and were determined to implement it. The Oriyas were 
organized and they revolted against the black rule. The rulers were in upperhand 
after recent success in a battle in Cooch Bihar boarder. They Challenged Bhikhu 
Barik, Jagamohan, Gokul Das, Aparti and Brundaban Sardar, the front ranking 
fighters. 


The Commander Proud foot directed the rebels to surrender and construct 
a building for the Governor General free of cost. They defied the order of proud 
foot. To take revenge on British army they were divided in to groups. One 
group of freedom fighters of Bihar and Bengal was led by Gokul Das and the 
other group of freedom fighters of Orissa was led by Aparti Sardar. The first 
group was defeated by the 10,000 soldiers. The second group of fighters led by 
Aparti Das retreated. The enemies brought in to their control the fort of Radha 
Nagar and Srikshetra. There after the second phase of war was awaited. 


Laxman Das, an aged, most honoured and experienced warrior joined the 
second phase of war lodged against the British Power. Jaga Das, a committed 
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freedom fighter was his son-in-law, married to his daughter Nalini. Gopi Das 
was a competitor to marry Nalini became frustrated and preferred to join the 
British army to take revenge on Jaga Das. During the war Jaga Das was caught 
hold by Gopi Das and was injured severely. Laxman Das and his followers 
tried their best to get free Jaga Das, but failed. Lastly Nalini in disguise of a 
Fakir searched hither and thither to establish contact with her husband. She 
joined the British army again in disguise. One day she discovered her husband 
in Gopi’s camp. She escaped from Gopi’s camp with her husband. But before 
they reached their destination, were captured by the enemies. Jaga had to fight 
against the enemies and killed some of them. Gopi killed Nalini to whom he 
wanted to be her life parter. Jaga Das was shocked as it was out of the moral 
ethics. 


Even after the death of his daughter the aged Laxman Das with all his 
patience censured Gopi and decided to take approapriate action against the 
Britishers. He invited undaunted. Laxman Das with his strong 80,000 soldiers 
encountered the British army which could not stand against the ferocious 
kingaries. The British army retreated and were ousted from boarderline of Orissa. 
Laxman looked at the horrible scene of the battle field, thousands of dead bodies 
were scattered here and there — among them he saw Jaga and Gopi lying lifeless 
embracing each other. 


There after Orissa declared independence and celebrated Republic Day on 
13 January. The freedom struggle of Orissa inspired the rest of India. 


0-12, Cluster III, Purbachal, 
Salt Lake, Kolkata — 700097 
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PAIKA STRUGGLE — ITS NATURE 
AND IMPACT 


Dr. Atul Chandra Pradhan 


Revolution and creativity are rooted in an attitude of freedom. The fervour 
to protest against injustice and oppression inspire revolution and creativity. The 
Paika Bidroha or the Paika uprising of 1817 has galvanized the imaginative 
faculties of the great literary talents of Odisha like Godabarish Mishra, 
Godabarish Mahapatra, Prana Nath Pattnaik, Sachi Routray and Kedar Nath 
Mahapatra. 


The British rule was intended to establish the supremacy of the Western 
culture and British imperialism. One of its important features was the economic 
exploitation which gave rise to a number of large and small tussles at different 
places. The most gigantic anti-British uprising was the ‘Sepoy Mutiny’ of the 
year 1857, which is usually considered to be the first Indian war of independence. 
Indian National Congress was formed in 1885. Initially its activities were 
confined to the intelligentsia. After Mahatma Gandhi took over its leadership, 
the common people like the peasants, the Scheduled Castes and the tribals 
were inducted into it. Generally the struggles before Gandhi’s assumption of 
leadership are divided into two phases. The dispossessed elite class led all the 
struggles and uprisings in the first phase (from the beginning of the British rule 
in India to the middle of the 19® century). But the leadership for rebellion arose 
among the common people in the second phase. The ‘Paika Struggle’ of Khurda 
belongs to the first phase. Bakshi Jagabandhu was the leader of this rebellion. 
Bakshi was the military head of Khurda before it was attached and taken over 
by the British. Bakshi became a pauper as he lost all his landed property. 
Subsequently despite his fervent appeals, he could not get back the ‘estate?’ of 
Rodanga for which he had paid tax. He also noticed public unrest owing to 
different reasons. Finding no way out, he became instrumental in causing the 
rebellion. Bakshi and his fellow revolutionaries unsuccessfully tried to entrust 
the leadership of this uprising on Mukunda Deb II, the Raja of Khurda. The 
rebels fought hard against the British army to release the king from their clutch. 
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But they could not succeed and nineteen rebels were killed in the tussle at 
Pipili. 

The English official records have named the 1817 revolution of Khurda 
as ‘Paika Rebellion’. According to Prof. Bhabani Charan Ray the British officials 
have described it as a struggle of the Paikas to retrieve their lost landed property 
with a view to undermine the greatness of Bakshi and his rebellion. He is of the 
opinion that it was the struggle of the common people. Besides the Paikas, the 
land lords who had lost their land according to ‘Sunset Law’ and the servitors 
of the temple of Lord Jagannath and other temples had also taken part in this 
rebellion. The common people had joined the struggle either because of the 
fear of the rebels or their dissatisfaction against the British Rulers. This uprising 
can be named as a rebellion of the farmers as the Paikas were essentially farmers 
and they picked up weapons to fight when the time demanded it. It must be 
mentioned here that the so-called ‘Sepoy mutiny’ was really a revolt of the 
farmers in military attire and the rebellion was the most intense in united 
provinces as people from that region comprised the largest bulk of the Bengal 
presidency Army. 

Generally, the British Government depicted all revolts as sort of public 
unrests or minor protests. In the words of Eric Stokes the modern British 
historian, the ‘Sepoy Mutiny’ of 1857 was the “Primary Resistance Movement’. 
The nationalists of the subsequent times have not given much weightage to 
these resistance movements and have considered these movements as pre-history 
of nationalism. D.N. Dhanagare is of the opinion that in these agitations of the 
farmers, there was no organizational programme nor any political programme 
or ideal objectives. In the opinion of Ranjit Guha, the founder of ‘subaltern’ 
school the agitating peasants and the tribals were very much politically conscious. 
The manners in which Bakshi Jagabandhu and other leaders of Paika uprising 
fought against the British show their political skills and maturity. 


The major factor behind Paika Rebellion was economic. Before giving 
opinion as to whether it was a fight for independence, the views on the Sepoy 
Mutiny needs to be mentioned. The eminent historian, Ramesh Chandra 
Majumdar dissociated himself from the Indian government’s project of naming 
the Sepoy Mutiny as the first war of independence as he did not agree with this 
view and wrote a separate book on this big historical event himself. He said 
“The miseries and bloodshed of 1857-58 are not birth pangs of a freedom 
movement in India, but the dying groan of an obsolete aristocracy, the centrifugal 
feudalism of medieval age. It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that it was 
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neither the first nor was it national and nor a war of independence". S.N. Sen, 
another eminent historian, wrote the book ‘1857?’ on behalf of the Indian 
government, and he could not also categorically hold the Sepoy Mutiny as the 
first war of independence. He opined that it could be at best called a fight for 
independence only in case of Oudh. The opinions of these two historians are 
greatly influenced by the colonial thoughts. However, historians like Sashi 
Bhusan Chowdhury and Ranjit Guha have openly declared Sepoy mutiny as a 
war of independence. Many historians are of the opinion that even if the agitation 
was not exactly opposing the British rule, yet it can be called the first struggle 
for independence because of its extent across the country and its severity. Prof. 
Bhabani Charan Ray has called the Paika uprising the first battle for freedom. 
He opines that Bakshi Jagabandhu had led a fight against the British in a planned 
manner and even after the rebellion was put down; he tried for a long time to 
paralyse the government machinery. Eventually, the Britishers were forced to 
arrive at a compromise with him and rewarded him with a pension. An employee 
of the then British Government R. Hunter said, “They (the British authorities) 
had virtually to admit defeat by offering him (Jagabandhu) pardon. Though 
Jagabandhu surrendered himself, he was really the victor in the fight between 
him and the British.” The opinion of another British official may be mentioned 
here. W. Ker said. “Jagabandhu has given a lead in organizing a movement, no 
matter in how haphazard manner for ousting the newly established English 
from Orissa. He expected that other people were also hit hard by the 
administration under the English and the Orissa chiefs who had been deprived 
of all their freedom would follow up the lead to make common cause with him 
for the purpose of liberating their mother-land from foreign yoke.” 


Jagabandhu had organized a massive rebellion. As a result, there was a 
terrible fight between the will power of both the parties. Of course, Bakshi’s 
military power was limited; and the English most cruelly suppressed the 
rebellion. The rebel leaders Gopal Chhotray and his four followers were given 
death sentences as per the judicial procedure and more than seventy people in 
and around Khurda were either punished with life sentence or exiles. 


In reality, the British authorities could not completely suppress the Khurda 
rebellion. The rebels engaged themselves in robbery, burning of houses, killings 
and obstructed the tax collections. An erstwhile Dalabehera Madhab Chandra 
Routray of Tapanga had led the agitation against the tax-collection in 1826. An 
eye-witness named Madhusudan Bipra had composed a manuscript named 
“Firingi Kali Bharat” (The fight between the English and India) in which he 
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had mentioned about this Routray’s agitation. Subsequently, the poet of Satyabadi 
School Godabarish Mishra composed a poem on Tapanga agitation and wrote 
a historical novel titled “Eighteen Hundred Seventeen”. Under the leadership 
of Khrutibas Pattshani and Panchanana Naik alias Sharan Singh, the Paikas 
and Kandhas of Banapur rebelled against the foreign rule in 1836. Godabarisha 
Mahapatra had written his famous poem ‘Utha Kankala’ (Rise, O, the Skeleton) 
being inspired by the 1817 uprising. Prana Nath Pattnaik used this poem to 
inculcate patriotism among the people of Khurda. A. number of incidents related 
to history had been mentioned in the poem. Even now the poem is inspiring the 
people. After being elected as the representative to the first Assembly of Orissa, 
Prana Nath Pattnaik organized a meeting of the Paikas. The close associates of 
Prana Nath, Gokul Mohan Ray Chudamani said about this meeting, “The British 
imperialist rule had put the very powerful Paiks of Khurda into graves after 
Paika Rebellion. The venerable Prana Nath Pattnaik gave a call through this 
inspiring poem mentioned above to infuse life into nearly dead Paikas. He had 
been elected as a Congress candidate to the state assembly in the first general 
election in 1936. Just after that, he summoned a meeting of the youth of Khurda. 
His main objective was that the Paikas would march in a procession armed 
with swords and other traditional weapons. Thus the lost glory of the Paikas 
can be revived. Really, this huge rally had injected new life, new hope and 
inspiration like a life-saving medicine into the young-men.” The Paika uprising 
will go on inspiring the youngmen of the whole of Odisha with a sense of 
patriotism and “Utha Kankala” (awake skeleton) the famous poem of Godavaris 
Mahapatra revolution Odia Poet. still excites us. 


Retired Professor 
Department of History 
Utkal University 
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THE ‘PAIKAS’ OF ODISHA 
Prof. Dr. Himansu Sekhar Pattnaik 


The word ‘Paik’ is a typical caption that exclusively denotes the militia 
class of Odisha. It is, according to tradition, a perversion of the infantry or 
‘padatika’ wing of the military organization of Odisha. Paiks were Hindu soldiers 
of the regiments of the Raja of Khordha and the other ‘garjat’ rajas who owed 
allegiance to the former. The paik regiments were formed for purposes of self- 
defence at times of attacks from the enemies. Commonly described by Sterling 
and others as the ‘landed militia’, the paiks were not only in charge of defence, 
but also the more able elements from among them were also functioning as 
watch-men of strategic forts, the royal palace, arms depot, royal treasury, prison 
and many other strategic points. Normally the Paiks were classified into three 
categories on the basis of the weapons they yielded, firstly, the “Paharis” with 
swords and shields acting as watch guards for strategically significant points of 
the Kingdom, secondly the Banuas’ armed with bows and arrows, swords and 
shields and other weapons as per need like the trident, gonelin, cudgel etc. and 
thirdly the ‘dhenkias’ who, armed with swords, bows and arrows were in dual 
charges as guards and in infantry. 


The paiks were ‘landed militia’ who formed an “Important and formidable 
class of the population of the province”, says Andrew Sterling . Abul Faz! 
calculated their number of Cuttack and Midnapore to around 1,55,000. Sterling 
adds that they “formed but a small part of the entire forces.... of the Chiefs”, 
and that they were ferocious, unquiet and with a “blinding devotion to the will 
of their chiefs”. In the spatio-temporal continuity of the Odishan society, they 
manifested a shared destiny. About their role in the rebellion of 1817, G. Toynbee 
wrote that Paiks were a martial people; “Deprived of the lands which they had 
enjoyed from time immemorial, they were subjected to the grossest extortion 
and oppression at the hands of the farmers, Sarbarakars and other underlings to 
whom our Government entrusted the collection of revenue and also to the 
tyrannies of a corrupt police”. Sushil Dey echoes, “The Paiks, who constituted 
the main bulk of soldiers of the kings of Orissa, lost their hereditary rent-free 
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lands”, courtesy of the British administration (Sushil Dey, Struggle for freedom 
in Orissa, O.S. Academy, Bhubaneswar). About the then Odisha, Grierson 
(Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. II, P. 387) says, “Oriya is the language of 
Orissa proper and of the surrounding country extending over an approximate 
are of 212371.8 square Kilometers”. About the plight of the paiks as a result of 
the first land settlement of 1804 for three years, the Regulation XII of 1805, 
subsequent settlements of fluctuating dimension and also as a corollary to the 
King’s called mal-administration of the Temple of J agannath at Puri (vide H.S. 
Patnaik et. al (ed) Grome’s Report of 1905 and Webb’s Report of 1807, OSA, 
Bhubaneswar, 2003-5), O’Malley lamented that paiks were “A kind of local 
militia to whom the English conquest had brought little but ruin and 
oppression” (P.50) as a result of being deprived of ‘paik minhas’ or” 
homestead land of the old native militia (Who were) granted (these) rent free 
for certain services” (p. 210-LSS O’Malley, Puri District Gazetteer) 


Quoted in H.K. Mahatab, History of Orissa, Cuttack, 1960, pp-437-8) 
(LSS O’Malley, Puri : A gazetteer, Usha Publication, New Delhi, 1979) 


Their historical origin cannot be specifically determined. Most probably, 
it can be traced to the rule of the mighty Gangas over Odisha. The Gangas not 
only carved out a vast empire by conquests but also meticulously provided for 
the defence of the empire as well as of the Jagannath Temple at Puri. The jagas 
and Akhadas of Puri were institutions set up to constitute bands of valiant youth 
dedicated to the cause of the empire. In his monumental book, Paikakheda 
(1624 A.D.), the author Kanhai Champatirai, while substantiating to it, has 
also cited the instance of a copper plate of Ganga King Narasimhadev to feed 
fat such a contention. Like the Jagas and Akharas of Puri, Caste was no bar for 
recruitment (Paikakheda-7) but invariable the recruited paiks belonged to peasant 
or Khandayat Castes. There was no bar on the lower castes but no person with 
a criminal or suspicious background, no single son of parents and no newly 
wedded man was to be recruited. The service period was to be between 20 
years and 40 years age of the incumbent (Ibid, 6-7). Each recruit was given an 
identity-badge to wear. Appointment on hereditary basis was prevalent. The 
paiks were placed immediately under a naik paikrai (Polta Singh) — according 
to Paikakheda, P. 5) and, instead of a regular pay, the paiks enjoyed rent-free 
land known as ‘Paikana-Jagir?. This land could neither be sold nor mortaged. 
The paiks wear a military uniform that was safe and strong and would not 
impede the quickness of their mobility. From breast to thigh they wore a dress 
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of iron-chain covered by a garment of tiger or leopard skin. The cap was also 
made from similar skin. A waist band or girdle made from animal tail, a cloth 
(Kachhata), some decorative ornaments like bell-necklace (ghantimala), ‘hoda’, 
‘baghapti’, wrist bangle and the like (Paikakheda, p. 14) adorned their attire. A 
body paste of yellow soil and vermillion pasted face mask gave them a ferocious 
look. 


Sterling describes them in typical style in the following words, “Besides 
the terror inspired by these unusual habiliments, they further heightened the 
ferocity of their appearance by staining their limbs with yellow clay and their 
countenances with vermilion, thus exhibiting altogether as savage and fantastic 
an air as one can well conceive to invest the national army of any country of 
people. However wild and motley their appearance and composition, they 
certainly did not fight badly, at least when encouraged by the proximity of their 
jungles, since we find them sustaining the most bloody battles with the Mughals; 
and it may be doubted wither they were not superior to any infantry which the 
Berar Marathas ever brought into the field during their government of the 
province” (A. Sterling, Account of Orissa, quoted by LSS O’Malley in Puri: A 
gazetteer, 1979, New Delhi, pp. 50-51). O’Malley is convinced, “A body of 
landed militia of this kind might have been a tower of strength to the British 
Government, had liberal and conciliatory measures been adopted from the first”. 
Special mention may be made of the bows in their armoury. These were of 13 
types prominent among which were ‘Kantia’ (thorny), ‘Kshura’ (Sharp blade), 
‘ardhachandra’ (half moon shape), ‘Saptamula’ (Seven roots), ‘Jodaguli’ (twin 
arrows) etc. Each arrow-tip was made of iron and shaped to connote its name 
(paikakheda, P. 79). Some carried gun-powder and some had poison tainted 
tips. Their swords were invariably double edged. Trident, different sized swords 
and daggers, lances and other weapons adorned their attire. Their versatility in 
manufacture and use of gun-powder is also vividly described in Paikakheda (p. 
79). Normally, the Paiks would not go to war on Dussehra and Diwali. Likewise, 
the Paiks venerated their own ancestral divinity (Isthadeva/devi) and in times 
of battle they worshipped many divinities like Vasukimata, Bimalai, Bhagavati, 
Tarini and Chandi and the like. A motley chorus of musical bands comprising 
drums, mridangam, ‘changu’, ‘Kathia mala’, ‘Khuti’ etc. would precede the 
commencement of the military march. The manager of the march was ‘Paik 
rai’. The march included luggage bearers (bojhia) and suppliers (Jogania). The 
latter was in charge of carrying with them indigenous herbal medicines to look 
after the injured and the sick (p. 61). The overall supervision of the regiment 
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was entrusted to ‘Pattanaiks’ belonging to ‘Karan’ caste (p. 8). Of the four 
segments of the regiment the arrow shooters were deemed prime. Head of each 
regiment was a ‘Bahinipati’. The king was the commander-in-chief, assisted 
by the ‘Bakshi’ of the region / province. The guerilla — regiment was known as 
the ‘Chherapaika’ that attacked the enemy from jungle-hill hideouts. Directly 
under the Bakshi was the ‘dalabehera’. A local doctor (Vaidya) was to take 
medical care of 527 paiks. A chief cook assisted by 12 subordinates, three flag- 


bearers (dhwaja dhari or bahubalendra) and 27 luggage masters (bojhia) were 
in the troupe. 


The military strategy veered around five strategic (Vyuha) formations i.e. 
Chkra, Jaladhara, Suchi, Ardha Chandra and Senasayana — each being 
cannotative (p. 40). Treachery of any paik or military commander was sternly 
dealt with by death penalty by the King on the report of the pattanaik (p. 43). 
Those who acquitted themselves with credit in a battle were rewarded with 
titles like Pattajoshi, Bahinipati. 


Construction of forts was a vital military heritage bequeathed since 
‘Sisupalgarh’ of Ashoka’s times and particularly since the Ganga-rule in Odisha. 
The Gangas had built forts in and around Cuttack (Pancha Kataka). The forts 
of Barabati, Jajpur, Amarabati, Chudanga and Choudwar bear testimony to it. 
Forts housed military cantonments, and were constructed at vantage points . 
The Raja of Khurda had 71 forts which were classified into the categories of 
Banadurga (Forest forts), Giridurga (hilly forts) and Baridurga (backyard or 
between two water bodies, like Barabati). The head of the fort was ‘Gadanayak/ 
Dale1’ who served under the Dalabehera. A ‘Naik’ was head of village regiment 
of Paiks. A fort had four doors (outlets) known as ‘Chamba’ and their defenders 
were known as Paschima, Uttara or Dakshina Kabata, depending upon the 
door’s direction. The Gangas had the Raibania fort in Balasore. Similarly, the 
Raja of Khurda had under his control many forts spread from Brahmagiri to 
Paradeep. The main fort was ‘Barunei’ near the royal headquarters at Khurda. 
Prominent among other forts were Gadamanitri, Manikpatana Garh, Garh 
Rupash, Garh Margashira, Khujaggarh, Garh Karamala, Garh Kokal, Garh 
bangar and Baraga Garh. The forts had weapon manufacturing units inside and 
their manager was Ojha maharana. The ‘Astalohi’ was where weapons of iron 
were made. Signals on the eve of a war were communicated from the forts by 
various means like war-music, ‘dengura’ or public notice, ‘dakua’ or confidential 
message-carriers, Turi or a shrill bugle and fire-signals atop hills. Closure of 
war signals were pigeon flying, physical exercises (badi-khanda-yoga-chapa; 
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vide Khordha Darpan of Digambar Srichandan which gives us the names of 
six more forts, i.e., Matiapada, barapada, Sanaput, Sahi, Badaput and 
Beguniapada located in Kanas and Delang areas). The military chronicle. 
Paikkheda, also speaks of the royal navy. Commercial boats were known as 
bahitara / chotamukhi, weapon-carrying boats as Khaijaga / Gangaprasad / 
Lanjua, military boats as Rajpur / Gangaprasad / Langia / Nandia / Chaturi / 
Khuduga and spy boats were ‘nandias’ by name. It significantly also mentions 
about manufacture and use of barreled guns and gun powder (11 patala). The 
military ranks were Bahinipati, Paikarai, Senapati or Champati and Dalabehera 
as per gradation. The military titles were Jhapatsingh, Paltasingh, Gantayat, 
Mangaraj, Dalei, Muduli, Gochhayat, Chhatoi etc. Similarly the surnames were 
Bahubalendra, Singh, Senani, Senapati, Dalapati, Chamupati, Dalabehera, 
Bahinipati, Balwantrai, Bhramarbar Rai, Chhual Singh, Bhujabala Singh, 
Mattagaja Singh, Patasahani (Stable-in-charge), Hati, Mohapatra, Bairiganjana, 
Satrusalya, Sandhivigrahika, Khadgarai, Samantarai, Uttara / Dakshina Kabata 
etc. The list is extensive and indicates an extensive network that could not have 
been confined only to a ‘small chief-dom’ as the British painted Khordha to be. 


A word about the different castes serving in the army is deemed proper. 
The peasant-militia consisted of peasants. Khandayat was not a caste but a 
suffix for those adopt in swordsmanship and in 16-17" centuries those 
khandayats who ploughed lands by themselves came to be known as ‘chasha- 
khandayat’. Normally the swordmanship was the monopoly and mastery of the 
Kshatriyas. In course of time they got divided into Kshatriyas of different classes 
like Rajput, Marhatta, Sekshua, Sauri, Patita, Kurmi and Kshatri-Karana. The 
Karanas from among them were recruited to the militia as Vaisya, Sista, Panja, 
Kotha, Chhamu, Sri, Tadhau, Baithi, Chhapara, Ambastha and Chadhau. The 
bramins were despised as weaklings and debarred from military service. The 
intrinsic declivity of the Brahmin-caste of this time (16-17 centuries) was 
reflected in their classifications like Stotriya, Panda, Danua, Sasani, Bhadri, 
Panjari, Madhia, Sarua, Halua, Athagarhia, Raghunathua, Pachak, Pujari, 
Bhojani, Purohit, Jhadua etc. 


‘Paikakheda’ as a primary source of information about the military 
organization under the Raja of Khordha, is a work going back to nearly 370 
years. Jts author, Kanhei Charan Champatirai Chudamani belonged to the 
Samanta-Kshatriya lineage of Garh Kokal near Chilka in Brahmagiri sub- 
division of Puri District. His ancestors were hereditary commanders (Senapatis) 
under the King. He has given a graphic picture of the socio-political condition 
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of 16*-17" Century Odisha. Dignity and self esteem ran through his blood and 
constituted his DNA. Yet his work is as objective as it is exhaustive. The 
manuscript was donated by Gangadhar Bidyadhar of Bol garh (a descendant) to 
Sri Jagannath Research Committee during the last century. Commenting on its 
historicity Mayadhar Mansingh (A History of Odia Literature, pp. 43-44) says, 
“Paikakheda xxx should be taken as a valuable military document in the entire 
field of Indian Literature” (pp. 43-44) 


Paikakheda was composed in 1624. It is the most conclusive and 
exhaustive document of contemporary Odishan heritage, tradition, military arts, 
crafts, strategies, medical care, war-music and such other associated issues. 
Like ‘Harihar Chaturanga’ of Godavarish Mishra, the prime minister of Gajapati 
Prataprudradeva, the ‘Piakakheda’ is a military chronicle and a basic document 
for military art, craft and tradition of Orissa. A word here about the earlier times 
would not be inappropriate. The two-and-a-half lakh casualties of Kalinga in 
its war (261 BC) with Ashoka, Kharavel’s conquests and plunders of Magadha 
and Satakarni, the Ashwamedha yajna of the Sailodbhavas, the Vaunted 
elephantry of the Somavamsi rulers, the Ganga-Gadavari expanse of Odishan 
empire under the Gangas, the lion-elephant sculpture’s profluence of the time, 
the consecration of the Odishan empire to Lord Jagannath by Anangbhima-III 
and the assumption of the role of ‘Raut’ (or deputy of the Lord) by the king, 
Gajapati Kapilendradev’s pan-Odishan empire from the Ganges to Kaveri 
including Gulbarga and ‘Karnata’, these all substantiate to three important 
pointers; firstly, the military might of Odisha over the ages from Ashoka’s and 
south-east Asia’s Sri Vijaya Empire’s times till at least 1817, secondly the regular 
army and the non-regular soldiers never numbered less than a lakh at least, and 
thirdly the valiant and patriotic military spirit of the Odia soldier (Kalinga 
Sahasika’ description of Viswanath Kabiranj in ‘Sahitya Darpan’) who was not 
afraid to die fighting. A popular war-song of 18*-19® century was “maley pachhe 
mariba-rane, Ama bhali acchanti pane” (even if we die fighting, there are crores 
of others to continue the war). This tradition is richly reflected in Puranic 
literature also. Saraladasa’s Mahabharata, Balarama Das’s Dandi Ramayana, 
and Achutananda’s ‘Harivamsha’ are but few such examples. And history regards 
literature as the ‘mirror of the time’. Epigraphic evidences about Odisha’s 
military heritage is traceable to inscriptions of Sahbajgarh by Ashoka, Dhenkanal 
inscription (712AD) of Thribhuvan mahadevi, Bukerdeva-III’s (747), Udyot 
Kesari’s (1950, Brahmesvara Temple), Rajarajdeva’s (Dasgoba) and finally, 
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the one of Chodagangadeva that describes him as ‘Naba Nabati sahasra 
kunjaradhisvara’ or overlord of 990000 strong elephantry. 

Military historiography of Odisha has continued in the tempo of 
‘Chhandogya Upanishad’s 7® Chpapter dealing with ‘Kshatra Vidya’s in 
‘narada-Sanatakumar Upakhyana’. Nityananda’s ‘Dhanurveda’ (Mitakshara 
Vyakhya 1915-Anand Ashram, Pune) is akin to it all. Next to it comes ‘Kanchi 
Kaveri’ of poet Purusottam Das. This work id 16" century is a blend of tradition 
and legend with history but vividly depicts the realities of wars of those times 
including the preludes like formation and march to the tune of music played by 
military bands. Through the cacophony marched the cavalry and infantry 
accompanied by a comparatively smaller camelry. The work gives a vivid and 
exhaustive list of various categories of weapons as well as forts made up of 
granite stones. The hard and stern living conditions of the soldiers are described 
in the context of the curd episode of Manikpatna. The work speaks in general 
of the residue, in 17" and 18" Centuries, of the valiant military spirit of Odisha 
of earlier times. Poet Brajanath Badajena’s ‘Samara Taranga’ is an 18® Century 
work of seven chapters dealing with the encounters of King Trilochan Mahendra 
bahadur of Dhenkanal with the invading Maratha marauders of ‘ Vergies’. Apart 
from a list of (military) musical instruments, the novel military weapons are 
also virtually mentioned like three types of canons, flint guns, big guns including 
the ‘Satahati’ (11 ft.) guns, daggers, gauntlets, swords of all types, shields with 
a piercing appendage etc. It gives us a picture of the evolutionary developments 
of weaponry, as vital as it is significant. The ‘Budhapanka War’ manuscript, 
published later by Sudhakar Patnaik in honour of Raja Somanath Singh is written 
by Nrusimha Rayaguru. It depicts the picture of the war of 1825 between Angul 
and Dhenkanal. Significantly it describes the different military regiments as 
well as the medical care of the sick and injured soldiers. (Bhagirathi’s ‘Rana 
Taranga’ deals less vividly on this battle). Similar in content, not context is the 
unpublished ‘Yuddha-Gita’ manuscript dealing with the battle of King 
Brajabandhu Singh of Nayagarh with his Ghumsur-Counterpart Srikar Bhanja. 
This incomplete and anonymous work has 102 stanzas. Chaitanya Das’ work 
on “khalikote Yuddha’ (1849-50) deals with the battle between the kings of 
Khalikote and Athgarh, and Kripasindhu Bipra’s ‘Bhanja Vilasa’ has the military 
confrontations of the Kondhs with Maharaja Jadunath Bhanjdeo of Mayurbhanj 
as its theme. Basudev’s ‘Bhanja Vihara’ is similar in content in that it deals 
with the 1834-35 confrontation of the Brahmins with the Maharaja; the 
consequence of this confrontation saw the loss of Sareikela, Kharsuan Podahat 
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and six other regions were lost to Mayurbhanj which only retained Brahmanghati 
as a poor consolation. Two 18® Century palm-leaf manuscripts, ‘ Viraparakram?’ 
and ‘Sangram Lahari’ are vital sources of information on the military tradition 
of Odisha, but are as yet unpublished, like Gopinath Tunga’s ‘Veer Sarbaswa’ 
that is significant for its narration on the strategies of technical military formation 
(Vyuha). Godavarish Mishra, an erstwhile royal deputy, wrote ‘Jaya Chintamani; 
‘Harihara Chaturanga’ of Srinivas Chaupati gives us an idea about the elephantry, 
cavalry, chariotry and infantry regiments as different military segments. 
Digambar Srichanda’s ‘Khurdha Darpan’ is a classic account of the seven forts 
of Badaput, Sanaput, Matiapada, Barapada, Sahi, Kakal and Beguniapada. 
Vidyadhar a court-poet of King Narasimha composed 210 slokas on the military 
might of the Odias. Nilamani Vidyadhar gives a picture of the daily rites the 
Paiiks performed while Fakir Mohan Senapati’s ‘Lachchama’ also contains a 
realistic reflection of the management and maneuverability of the Paik-army. 
Madhusudan Vipra’s ‘Firingi Kali Bharata’ as a vital source in being an eye- 
witness account that Herodotus, Thucydides and other historians of their tribe 
would have profusely eulogiged. It lexicographs the military battles and 
confrontations involving Gajapati Mukundadev, King Brundaban Chandra 
Narendra Mohapatra of Ranapur, The Rajas of Banki and Dompara and finally 
the Battle for Gada Tapang. A lot has been written by historians on the historicity 
and authenticity of this account and the rebellion of ‘Tapanga Dalabehera’ — a 
lingering saga from 1827 to 1834-35. A significant addition to it all is literary 
treatise. ‘Durgotsava Chandrika’. It was written at the behest of King 
Ramachandradev-I, by Pt. Srivardhan Mohapatra sometime between 1568-1576, 
and its edited volume was published in 1904 by Govind Rath. It significantly 
shows that from this period Durgapuja was introduced as a military festival in 
which the weapons were worshiped at the feet of Goddess Durga and she was 
invoked for vigour, vitality and valiance. Similarly the two manuscripts, 
‘Chakada Pothi’ and ‘Chakada Basana’, edited by historian Sudhakar Patnaik, 
highlight the period prior to the establishment of Khordha royaldom and are 
deemed to be as historically significant as ‘Madala Panji’ — irrespective of and 
inspite of its critics. ‘Khurudha Darpana’ of Digambar Srichandan contains 
vital archival source materials, copies of ‘Company’ documents of 1830 and 
settlement of Khurdha Shirstadar, 1879. Selected papers from records of the 
East India House, Vol. II (Published by the Court of Directors, 1820, London), 
writings of Sterling, Hunter and other British historians and government reports 
of Company officers like Kerr, Melville, Bailley, Turnbull etc. are vital primary 
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sources for the study of the ‘Paik Rebellion — 1817’. Prominent among the 
secondary sources are ‘Paik Vidroha’ and ‘Odisha Swadhinata Sangram Itihasa 
~ Vol. I’ of Pt. Suryanarayan Dash, Digambar Srichandan’s ‘Khurdha Darpana’, 
Madhusudan Bipra’s ‘Firingi Kali Bharata’, K.N. Mohapatra’s monumental 
work’ Khordha Itihasa’, Fakira Harichandana’s ‘Khordha Itihasa ra Antarale’, 
P.K. patnaik’s ‘Yasha Dehe Ayushman’ and ‘a Forgotten Chapter of Orissa 
History”, B.C. Ray’s “Bakshi Jagabandhu — The path finder of Freedom 
Movement in India”, R.C. Mallick’s “Sankhipta Kosala — Sambalpur Itihasa”, 
Chakradhar Mohapatra’s “Utkala Itinasara eka ajnata Adhyaya”, Dr. Artaballav 
Mohanty (ed) ‘madalapanji’, Dibyasingha Chamupati’s ‘Bakshi Jagabandhu 
Vamsara Nutana Itihasa’, W.W. Hunter ‘Orissa Vol. I and II’, G. Toynbee’s 
‘History of Orissa’, B.C. Ray’s ‘Foundation of British Orissa’, S.L. Maddox’s 
reports and a host of others (vide S.C. De’s Guide to Orissan Records, Vols. I to 
V). 

These various historical works, including analytical approach to primary 
sources, represent the Khordha alias Odishan idea of the period in action as an 
ideology, as a socio-cultural and patriotic movement as well as the theoretical 
basis for macro-structural considerations. These historical approaches have 
incorporated the use and understanding of primary texts, recorded history and 
archival sources, literature, tradition and folk-lore, and the understanding of 
inter-linkages among the above. The structural approach in some of these works 
is helpful in identification of patterns of activities and relationships between 
part of the system, focus on subjective, processual and contextual dimensions 
has been reflected in the phenomenological and ethnomethodical approaches 
of some of these works, like those of K.N. Mohapatra’s B.C. Ray’s, S.N. Dash’s 
and the like. So action of the period, as a system has to come to incorporate the 
three sub systems of personality, social and cultural systems. 


O 
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JAYEE RAJGURU - THE VETERAN 
LEADER OF KHURDA RISING — 1803 


Dr. Jayanti Rath 


The prime object of Jayee Rajguru was to protect the Independence of the 
state of Odisha. He looked towards both the fronts-political and religious. Both 
were equally critical. He spared all his time and efforts for the interest of the 
mother country. His incessant fight against the mighty British regime had a 
brutal end. He was imprisoned and killed by Britishers. The word ‘defeat’ did 
not touch him till his last. There were very few persons who have reached the 
height of such a glory, he attained. He was Jaya Krushna Rajguru, (briefly 
called as Jayee Rajguru), the proud son of Orissa. In spite of the failure in the 
war he remained Jayee — the victorious both during his life and after death. He 
has, indeed, triumphed over the time. The saga of his life is saga of burning 
patriotism. The supreme sacrifice is still cherished with great reverence by 
millions of his country men. 


He had to perform his duty as regent of the king of Khurda Mukunda Dev- 
I. Confusion prevailed over the political arena. The Mughals had left Odisha, 
but they were followed by the Marathas. Their frequent attack devastated the 
economic condition of the land. Along with that there was constant stride for 
succession. Khurda remained no more a vast kingdom ‘extended from Mahanadi 
to the border of Khimedi in Ganjam Raja’s command over “Zamindars of Hindu 
Sardars containing one hundred and twetynine killas” had become a theme of 
past. The process of degeneration had already started from eighteenth century. It 
was confined only to the killa of Khurda, the paraganas of Rahang, Serai, 
Chabiskud and Lembai including Puri or Purusottam Kshetra. After 1790. Raja 
Birakishore Deva had to concede the above four praganas along with the 
management of Sri Jagannath Temple to the Marathas on the basis of an agreement. 
There was echo of instability, unrest and distrust everywhere Raja Divyasingha 
Deva-I, died untimely leaving behind him a minor son. He was Mukunda Deva- 
II. Jayee Rajguru, being the Chief Minister & religious preceptor of the king, 
took up as his moral responsibility to safeguard the interest of the new king. 
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During the British ooccupation in Odisha Col. Harcourt, the British official, 
made certain agreement with the Raja of Khurda, for a clean passage in Khurda 
territory, for which a sum of rupees ten thousand was given as an advance to 
the King. As per the agreement Britishers had to fulfill two conditions (a) 
britishers had to pay 1 lakh of rupees and (b) to return 4 Praganas which were 
under the control of Marathas. This agreement was made without the knowledge 
of Jayee Rajguru. When this matter was brought to his knowledge, he was 
very much annoyed. 


In future Britishers did not fulfill their conditions. They quickly paid the 
half of the amount of agreement but they did not return the praganas to the 
king. Jayee Rajguru, proceeded to Cuttack in March, 1904, accompanied by 
2,000 armed men. He had an agreement with Harcout when he submitted a 
petition requesting the restoration of the four paraganas and urging payment of 
the balance of the stipulated amount. Col. Harcut paid rupees forty thousand 
and assured to pay the rest amount in near future. Regarding the second claim 
Harcourt observed that “not a span of land could be given up.” 


Jayee Rajguru brought the money from Col. Harcut and distributed the 
amount among the paiks towards their dues. Expressing his despair before the 
Raja, said, “I, at first, warned you against forming any alliance with the 
commander of the company’s troops and from affording him a safe passage. 
He further added that Harcourt was not only unwilling to give up the mahals 
but also had intention of taking from the Raja whatever hereditary country 
remained in his possession. 


Harcourt’s obstinate attitude made the Raja disappointed. He therefore 
assumed a hostile attitude towards the British Government. In the meantime, 
the Government had prepared agreements defining in liberal terms its relations 
with the tributary Rajas. These agreements were readily accepted and signed 
by all except the Raja of Khurda. The Raja made delays on various pretexts. 
Consequently the Commissioner at Cuttack sent one of their principal native 
officers to explain to the Raja the nature of the terms proposed. He was warned 
of the impropriety of his conduct and the danger of its continuance. 


The discontentment and dejection of the Raja and the Rajguru, ultimately 
led towards a rebellion. A play of hide and seek to sign the agreement lingered 
for nine weeks at Khurda in 1803. In Noveember, 1804, the Vakeel of Khurda 
was withdrawn from Cuttack and therey the Raja closed the scope of further 
discussion. The arrogance and impertinence of Raja made Harcourt upset. He 
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was also very much angry with the Rajguru. He was confirmed that behind this 
act of insubordination the key role was being played by the Rajguru. In one of 
his letters (dated 23" October, 1804) he said, “It appears the Raja himself is not 


enimical to us, but his Dewan is extremely so and he controls everybody and 
everything at Khurda.” 


At the onset the Rajguru had induced the other tributary chiefs to unite in 
common cause with him against the British. Sambhu Bharati, an influential 
gosain (religious mendicant), who was disaffected with the new British revenue 
system was engaged by the Raja for this purpose. A triple alliance, offensive 
and defensive was formed among the Raja’s of Khurdha, Kanika and Kujanga. 
The Zamindars of Bishenpur, Harishpur and Marichpur also joined the 
confederacy. Antar Kanoji Naik, two officers of the Raja of Berar, met the Raja 
of Khurda and promised to help him in his fight against the British. This intrigue 
was confirmed by Elphinstone, the Resident of Nagpur and the Raja could not 
get any help from Berar at the hour of need. 


However, Jayee Rajguru was determined to assert his right by force. In 
July 1804, he appointed persons to collect rents from those disputed Praganas. 
In October 1804, the troops of Khurdha raided some villages in that area. He 
also made attempts to take over the management of the temple of Sri Jagannath. 


The attitude of Jayee Rajaguru compelled the British authorities to take 
stern action. Harcourt tried to bring the Raja to his sense by conciliatory measures 
but without success. He observed. “Our moderation has been construed into 
weakness, our silence into ignorance and our endeavours to conciliate into 
apprehension and fear, Again he wrote "I do think the Raja of Khurda must be 
exterminated", 


To suppress the rising, the British targeted the Rajguru at first instant. He 
was considered to be at the root of trouble. So they demanded his removal from 
the office. The Raja did not pay any heed to this demand. As a subsequent 
action. Sambhu Bharati was arrested. Further, the Dalbeheras of Rameshwar 
and Panchgarh the Khandaits of Mendhasal, the Khandaits and the Zamindars 
of Garh Haldia and the rebels of Dandimahal were forced not to help the Raja 
of Khurda. In November 1804 militiary operations were undertaken against 
the Raja. By a proclamation issued on 7, December 1804, the Raja of Khurda 
was deposed and his territories were annexed to British Orissa. 


The British troops which proceeded to occupy Khurdha, were resisted at 
several places by the Paiks of King but the superior arms of the British easily 
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overcame the resistance. They marched steadily and finally, surrounded the fort 
of Khurda near the Barunai hill in the first week of December 1804. Major 
Robert Fletcher occupied the fort with much difficulty and the Raja fied to the 
deep jungle nearby. Jayee Rajguru was arrested in the fort. The Raja sent his 
Vakeel to Harcourt for negotiation. But the Vakeel was arrested. 


In 1805, the Raja was captured. Others who opposed the British, had to 
surrender immediately. Balabhadra Bhanja the Raja of Kanika, was taken as a 
prisoner and sent to Midnapur in July 1805. Chandradhwaja Sendha, the Raja 
of Khujang, was dethroned and his elder brother Modhusadan Sendha was 
recognized as the new Raja. 


Jayee Rajaguru, the indomitable Bebarta was given the capital punishment. 
The Raja of Khurda was sent to Midnapur as a State Prisoner. He was released 
from the Jail in 1807, but the estate of Khurdha was not restored to him. He 
was given the management of the affairs of the temple of Jagannath with 
malikana amounting to one lakh of the revenue of his estate by the Regulation- 
IV of 1809. His residence was fixed at Puri. Since then the proud but insignificant 
maharaja of Orissa was officially acknowledged only as a private landholder. 
Yet, there was strong feeling among the people of Orissa that he was the fallen 
but revered descendant representative of their ancient native sovereigns. 
However, the rebellion was curbed but could not be killed. It reappeared in a 
greater magnitude only a few years later. 


The Khurdha Rising witnessed a tragic end with the death of Rajaguru 
and imprisonment of Mukunda Deva. But death revitalized the fame of Rajaguru 
who became a martyer for the cause of his motherland. The Paikas of khurdha 
were not an equal match to the vast and well organized British force. They did 
not have the modern artilleries. They did not follow any modern techniques of 
war. So defeat was obvious. 


But Rajaguru preferred defeat to surrender. The grandson of the famous 
Smriti Writer. Gadadhar Mohapatra, was himself a man of great learning and 
had a deep sense of self respect. His conscience was clear, he fought for his 
principle till his last breath. His will-power was his greatest weapon. 


He had made a vow to save Mukunda Deva, the minor king from the 
British clutch and to keep up the vow he gave up all sorts of personal pleasures, 
he remained a celibate throughout his life. 

It is the irony of his fate that the same king while imprisoned put all the 
blame on Rajaguru and appealed for his release. By that time he was no more a 
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minor. A major person of royal position gave a statement of blatant lie which 
reflected a mind that can only be called minor nothing else. Out of love for 
kingdom he made negotiation with the British and out of love for life, he wrote 
against Rajaguru. The former brought him disillusion while the latter disgraced 
himself and it added a page of ignominy in the eventful history of Orissa. 


Asst. Curator 
Orissa State Museum, Bhubaneswar. 
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THE PAIKA REBELLION OF 1817 


Dr. A Bhattacharyya 
and 
Smt. Tuya Halder 


The Britishers under Lord Clive laid the foundation stone of the British 
Raj in India in the month of April, 1757. Lord Clive’s army of some four thousand 
and odd men overpowered the mighty force of 57000, led by Shiraj Ud-dawla, 
a young lad of 17. It was because, nature conspired against him along with his 
hostile general Mir Zafar. A sudden torrential rain had spoiled his explosives, 
on the eve of that war. Otherwise the 5000 strong loyal Kashmiri soldiers under 
General Shohanlal could have wrested victory from the hands of the Britishers 
notwithstanding Mir Zafar’s non-cooperation. 


The English took over Orissa from the Marhattas in 1803, although the 
foundation stone for British Rule was laid in 1757 in the neighboring province 
of Bengal. The Marhattas were no lesser blood-suckers under whose dominion, 
Orissa’s economy crumbled. Plunder by the horse-trotting Marhattas, over and 
above the “chouth” - the practice of collecting a quarter of the possible income 
of the cultivable land (notwithstanding constant crop failures due to floods or 
droughts), crushed the Oriya soul to such an extent that his daily search for a 
hard-to-get morsel of rice made him to wear a permanent expression of sorrow 
and despair in his face. Passing of Orissa from the Marhattas to the hands of the 
English had no reaction in the public mind - who were the least politically 
conscious at that point of time. But, however, its impact was soon observed at 
some level which triggered a heavy reaction as a very natural phenomenon. 


The English appointed Col. Harcot and Mr. Melvil the administrators of 
the Cuttack Division, their first job was to extract allegiance of numerous small 
kings or Zamindars in whichever ways possible. In 1804, they snatched the 
management of the Puri Temple from the hand of the King Mukunda Dev-II, 
as they had their eyes on the vast landed property and other income of the 
temple. Puri was the capital of Orissa till 1816, after which it was transferred to 
Cuttack. 
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From the times the Kings of Orissa were Sovereign powers, the custom 
of “Paikas” was well-established as a mechanism of defence - should the 
occasion so arise. The Paikas were farmers during peace and formidable 
mercenaries during war. They enjoyed a vast agricultural land in return for their 
military service. Such lands were available to these mercenaries from Jaleshwar 
(in Baleshwar) to Puri. They were of 3 categories; such as (i) Prahari (ii) Banua 
and (iii) Dhenkias. Praharies were the initial defendants whose job was to watch 
with swords in their hands. Banuas were adept archers and shooters with country 
guns. Dhenkias were the swordsmen, far numerous in strength - who fought in 
the warfronts.Because of their highly evolved skill, the kings of Utkal were 
independent for a long time, even when a single empire did not exist. It is a 
matter of great regret that no king or any other martial man did try to organize 
these forces into a single unity that could have safe-guarded the safety of a 
large Orissan Empire, before or during the English occupation. Had this 
happened, Orissa would have never been exploited by the Muslims, Marhattas 
or the English. Also the question of the ill reputations of a poor state (inspite of 
its vast forest and mineral resources) would have not arisen at all. 


The Paikas functioned as farmers and also “Police” during peace-time. 
The number of crimes was far less in Orissa due to their dutifulness as a 
naturalized police force. A dishonest English man, Major Fletcher by name, 
was appointed to manage the estate of king Mukunda Dev. He snatched away 
the Jagir land of the Paikas. They were deprived of the land they heriditarily 
enjoyed for generations. Repeated land settlements, new currency policy and 
deprivation of people of their rights to manufacture salt from sea-water were 
some of the measures which ruined the means of livelihood of people. The 
Paikas had now two roads to choose; the first, to sulk in silence and die of 
starvation and the second, to fight. Born of martial tribes, their natural instinct 
drove them in the road to armed confrontation. 


Buxi Jagabandhu Vidyadhar Mahapatra Bhramarbar Ray was the General 
of King Mukund Dev. He was enjoying vast landed properties (without any 
cess) apart from a small estate (Zamindari) named as “Rodang”. In the 
settlements of 1804 and 1805, it was registered under his name. At that point of 
time, Sri K.C. Singh, a Bengali, was the Dewan of the Collector of Puri. His 
own brother Gourahari Singh was the Tahasildar of Rahang estate (a Zamindari, 
snatched from the king of Khurda by Marhattas - which naturalty passed into 
the English hands who occupied Cuttack without any Marhatta resistance). 
After the settlement of 1806, Sri K.C. Singh ordered that Sri Buxi should deposit 
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his cess (for Rodang) with him, rather than paying it directly to the Collector. 
Sri Singh collected this cess of Rodang and showed it as that of the areas under 
“Rahang and etc.” As a result, dishonest Gourahari registered the Rodanga 
estate under the name of a close relative of his in the Settlement of 1909. this 
was again purchased by his brother Dewan K.C. Singh after a year. Buxi filed 
a protest with the Government of Bengal - the final authority. He got a reply in 
1914 that he had to prove it in a court of law in Calcutta failing which his 
authority over “Rodang” could not be restored. Buxi was penniless at that time 
and had no means to go to Calcutta and fight a case by paying heavy fees to the 
lawyers, in addition to the required court fees. There was also a provision under 
the British rule that a person can file a case without court-fees after proving 
himself as a “Pauper”. Buxi thought it to be below his dignity to do so. He also 
never expected justice from the British who had joined hands with the dishonest 
Bengalis, in their quest for power. 


When the Paikas revolted, Buxi Jagabandhu was their natural leader. In 
March of 1817, about 400 Kandha tribals of Ghumusar area came marching 
towards Khurda. The Paikas of Khurda joined them. They first attacked the 
police station of Banpur and burnt all government quarters. They also killed 
100 men and looted fifteen thousand rupees from the government treasury. 
When they were marching towards Khurda, people from adjoining villages 
Joined with them in great numbers. All government officials fled from Khurda 
which was completely devastated. 


On receiving this information at Cuttack, two platoons of soldiers were 
sent, one each to Khurda and Pipili. On the 1st of April, 1817 the Collector of 
Cuttack marched towards Khurda with 60 Sepoys. When they were at 
Gangaparha, on their way to Khurda, the Paikas intercepted them with grenade 
attacks. The Collector fled to Balakati and was trying to escape at night from 
there. He was attacked by the Paikas. Bruised by them, he escaped to Cuttack 
losing his tents, ammunitions and elephants to the Paikas. 


The despatch sent to Khurda were defeated and their leader was killed by 
the Paikas. The despatch sent to Pipili was defeated too. The police station at 
Pipili was looted. On the 9th April, fifty of the soldiers sent to Puri were ordered 
to march to Khurda. On reaching Khurda they promulgated martial law. On the 
same date, a gang of Paikas reached Puri and burnt the government quarters 
along with the Puri Court. Unable to resist this attack, the English fled to Cuttack 
on 18.04.1817. Gajapati Mukund Dev also co-operated with the Paikas. The 
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Pandas of the temple announced that the English rule had been thwarted and 


the Gajapati’s reign had been restored. The entire south Orissa was now under 
the control of the Baghis. 


Subsequently, with possibly fresh despatches there was another fight 
between the English forces and Paikas in Puri. The Paikas lost in this fight. 
Mukunda Dev was captured when he was trying to flee. After this, the Paikas 
avoided frontal attack and resorted to gorilla warfare, hiding in forests. 


When the Paika captured Sarang-garh of Cuttack, the Kings of Kanika 
and Kujanga had co-operated with them. Narayan Paramguru and Bamadev 
Pattajoshi were the leaders of the Paikas of Kanika and Kujanga. Hence the 
English marched towards Kujanga in September, 1817. They first occupied 
Paradip and then went to Nuagarh. About 2000 Paikas fought bravely against 
them, but lost. The King of Kujanga surrendered and was imprisoned in the 
Barabati Fort for one year. Paramguru and Pattajoshi were banished to the 
Andamans. English soldiers from Pipili reached Gopa and defeated the Paikas. 
Karunakar Sardar, their leader was arrested and imprisoned. Sporadic resistances 
at other places were also quelled. Paikas went underground and kept their 
resistance alive from jungles. In the year 1818, the English recruited a special 
force to search and kill or arrest them. This continued till 1826. In the absence 
of any short of Logistic Support, Gorilla welfare had to cease some day and so 
it did. 


Mukunda Dev, who was captured while fleeing, was kept in prison where 
he died soon in the month of November, 1817. From the month of May, 1817, 
two Judges were appointed to try the offenders (?) of the Paiks’ Rebellion. 
History has not kept the account of the numerous Paiks and their leaders who 
were hanged, imprisoned or deported. The Britishers occupied Orissa in 1803. 
The Paikas rose in revolt against them in 1817. They could not have succeeded 
with the dire lack of support from the public whose back bone was broken 
under long exploitations. Yet, History must correct itself to record the Paikas’ 
Rebellion (1817-36) as the First War of Indian Independence which was fought 
40 years before the Sepoys’ Rebellion (1857). 


®, 
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FRESH LIGHTS ON THE REVOLT OF 
BAKHSHI JAGABANDHU VIDYADHAR- 
ROLE OF GANJAM 


Prof. Bhagaban Sahu 


The Khurda Rising of 1817-24 was the first great challenge of the people 
of Orissa to the British Government. The rising, which broke out under the 
leadership of Buxi Jagabandhu constitutes a thrilling, romantic, and chivalrious 
chapter in the history of modern Orissa. Though the revolt was originated from 
Khurda, it assumed the character of a mass rebellion to drive out the British 
from Orissa. In his novel venture Jagabandhu was substantially helped by the 
Rajas of Nayagarh, Daspalla, Ranpur, Kanika, Kujanga, Boudh, Seragada and 
Ghumusar. The sporadic rising continued till 1824 because of immense 
popularity of Buxi Jagabandhu. The course and magnitude of the revolt was so 
great that even a British historian G. Toynbee frankly admitted. “It burst with 
such a relentless fury as to threaten our expulsion, if not from the whole of 
Orissa, at least from the territory of Khurda”. 


In his grim struggle with the British, the help and assistance of the 
Zamindars of Shergada and Ghumusar were remarkable. During his secret 
concealment the Raja of Shergada and Ghumusar gave him shelter for several 
months. With the help of Srikar Bhanj, Jagabandhu recruited and engaged many 
panas and Kandhs from Ghumusar to keep alive his guerrilla warfare. Infact 
the Dhanantara palace of the Raja of Shergada was the second residence of 
Buxi Jagabandhu from 1818-23. (Badagada Rajvamsabali , palm leaf 
manuscript collected by Gouri Sankar Misra). 


A revolt or a revolution, an internecine battle or a grim battle, a civil war or a 
world war does not emerge all of a sudden. It is not just like a bomb shell which 
can explode with a mere touch of fire. It requires several factors and several 
actors. Similarly, the Khurda Rising of 1817 was no exception to this universal 
truth of history. There were several factors and actors behind the Khurda Rising 
of 1817 which are as follows: 
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Deplorable Condition of the Ryots: 


After the suppression of the Khurda Raj rebellion of 1804-05, Khurda 
was confiscated and came under the khas management of the British from 
1805. Mukunda Dev II, the Raja of Khurda was released from prison at 
Midnapur in 1807 but his estate was not restored to him and his residence was 
fixed at Puri’. In 1805, anumber of revenue settlements were affected at Khurda 
in quick succession. The constant increase of land revenue under these temporary 
settlements, “besides regular land revenue,” reported W. Trower, “The ryots 
were over-burdened with many unauthorised abwabs or impositions. The 
demands were nearly arbitrary and certainly oppressive.” Moreover the land 
revenues and other duties were collected from the ryots with great rigour. 
Referring to the effects of heavy taxation and its rigorous collection Ewer 
reported, “It is now well-known and generally admitted that previous to 
insurrection, Khurda was becoming strikingly depopulated. About 5,000 to 6,000 
families of ryots had deserted Khurda. Those who could not desert Khurda 
disposed of their furniture’s, bullocks and even cooking utensils?. The short 
term settlements and the arbitrary assessment brought poverty and hardship.” 


The Depreciation of Cowry Currency: 


The depreciation of cowry currency also aggravated the sufferings of the 
people. The cowry has been recognised as the Chief currency of Orissa under 
the Hindus, Muslims and the Marathas. Even in the initial period, the British 
had accepted it as the medium of exchange. But, by the Regulation XII of 
1805, the East India Company’s Government stopped the payment of revenue 
in cowries from 1808. The rate of exchange was fixed at 4 Kahans and 2 pans 
per 1 Calcutta Sicca rupee’. The people who were accustomed with cowry 
currency for centuries faced a lot of problems and mental harassment. 


Rampant Corruption in Judicial and Police Administration: 


The rampant corruption in Police and Judicial system in the early British 
days was extremely defective. Under the Hindus, Muslims and Marathas, the 
judicial system was simple though not well organised. Justice was easily 
obtained. But the British Government appointed only one Magistrate for Orissa 
Province who was unable to control the large area left under his supervision. 
As a result, the police darogas took the advantage of the situation. ‘All real 
power centred in the person of the daroga, and he was practically uncontrolled 
and absolute’. Regarding the rapacity of the police, W. Trower reported: “A 
regular system of oppression.... appears to exist throughout and instead of 
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proving a protection to the country....they were considered the terror and the 
scourge of the district and by their example lead the way to everything that is 
iniquitous?.” 

In February 1813, one Mirza Mehdi was appointed as the police Daroga 
of Khurda. Ewer reported, “He was a notorious police officer who maintained 
a costly style of living and purchased a number of valuable estates and ‘extended 
his commercial concern with the knowledge of Edward Impey, the Judge and 
Magistrate of Cuttack”. The people of Khurda were the worst sufferers during 
his period. The other darogas like Hyder Ali, Rajab Ali and Ali Zaman 
contributed to a great extent to the general conflagration in Khurda and its 
neighboring areas. Thus, the extortion of the Tahasildar, the Munsiff and the 
Daroga added to the misery and distress of the people. Consequently, Khurda 
was strikingly and visibly depopulated. Accusing E. Impey for his blind support 
to the Daroga Mirza Mehndi, John Richardson remarked “this system of 
administration proved ruinous to this once flourishing country (Khurda) by 
consequent desertion of a great portion of the cultivators.”’ This unchecked 
Daroga Mirza Mehndi could be able to amass wealth worth Rs. 40,000 to Rs. 
50,000 during the period from February 1813 to March 1817’. Naturally, the 
first targets of the insurgents were the notorious darogas, oppressive amals, the 
police stations, salt chowkis and other government officers. Many of them were 
burnt or destroyed by the angry mob in Banpur, Khurda, Puri, Pipli, Gope, 
Kujang and Patamundai etc. 


Salt Monopoly of the British Government: 


The other factor which caused much hardship to the common people was 
the introduction of salt monopoly by the British. According to Andrew Stirling, 
“the finest salt of all India is manufactured in Orissa”. 


During the Hindu, Mughal! and Maratha rule, no restriction was imposed 
on the manufacture and sale of salt. It could be purchased for 3 to 4 annas 
maund at the place of manufacture. The salt monopoly in Orissa was an 
innovation of the British Government. They implemented salt monopoly in 
Orissa in 1804 because the British considered Orissa as a milching cow to feed 
the British imperialism. It resulted in rising up the price of salt to an 
unprecedented degree. The revenue derived from the salt monopoly exceeds 
the total amount of land tax. The salt sold within the province yields a net 
return of about Rs. 300000 and the quantity annually exported to Calcutta for 
public sale was Rs. 15, 00,000 to 16, 00,000. In this connection William Trower 
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wrote “I confess myself quite unable to decide, but it is curtain that the cry for 
salt is general throughout the District. Not only is the price high but the difficulty 
to procuring it even by those who can afford to pay for it. The result was that 
salt became a scare commodity. In this matter the Salt Agent at Cuttack reported 
“Deprived or curtailed in the article of life essential to their consumption, the 


inhabitants of Khurda experience in greater degree than....any other in the district 
the operation of the salt monopoly.” 


The common people could not get even half a chhatak per day for their 
daily consumption. Referring to the hardship of the people one British officer 
frankly admitted that, “I cannot shut my eyes to the fact that our system of salt 
duties does immense harm to the province”. 


Discontentment of the Paiks: 


The resumption of Jagir lands or the discontentment of the paiks was the 
most formidable cause of the revolt. The revolt was originated from the agrarian 
grievances of the people of Khurda, especially the paiks and khandaits. The 
Paiks of Khurda numbering about 20,000 suffered immensely by the defective 
policy of the British Government. It was during the rule of the native Hindu 
Chiefs, the Muslims and the Marathas that the Paiks were allowed to enjoy rent 
free service lands called ‘Paikan Jagir’. But Without proper study of the past 
tradition, Major Fletcher resumed all the Paikan Jagirs and regularly assessed 
such rent-free lands as ordinary lands at the same rate fixed for the Ryots.” As 
a result of the assessment of jagir lands, the militia class of Khurda suffered a 
lot. Lands of about 20000 paiks were assessed at the same rate as those of the 
raiyats. A portion of the lands of Dalais and Dalbeheras were also assessed. 
These Military chiefs, who had enjoyed their jagirs since long, were deprived 
of their privileges. 

The Government added insult to injury by placing them under the control 
of Sabarkars who began to oppress them in many ways without any mercy or 
scruple. Their rent was enhanced from year to year. They lost their principal 
means of livelihood and could not find any other alternative way to make their 
both ends meet. The common people also gradually felt the pinch of the 
oppressive measures. Their land revenue was enhanced without taking into 
consideration of their paying capacity. The people could not pay the increased 
land tax. The defaulters were put behind the bars of the court unless and until 
the arrears were cleared out. They felt humiliated “Putting behind bars was the 
only way in which the Government could collect the dues and in effect it was a 
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sure shot for the collection of revenue.” But to the orthodox people, going to 
the jail was considered to be some sort of sin or meant going to hell. Thus, by 
adopting the method of imprisonment the Government deeply hurt the sentiments 
of the people.” 

The original proprietors gradually lost their valuable property by “‘sun- 
set’ law of the British. During the period of ten years from 1806 to 1816 the 
number of estates sold by public auction was 1011. Timely notice for the sale of 
lands was not given. Besides, the estates above the annual revenue of Rs. 5,000 
were sold at Fort William, Calcutta, and it was not possible in those days for 
the Oriya proprietors to reach Calcutta in time to save their estates. W. Trower, 
Collector of Cuttack, observed: “The mode of sale was hardship and a just 
cause of complaint.” 


Toynbee also blamed the “tyrannies of a corrupt and venal police” for 
provoking the people of Orissa at places to rise against the British. The British 
alienated the landed militia, the paiks of Orissa, who would have proved “a 
power of strength to the British Government” had a “liberal and conciliatory 
measures” been adopted towards them. Instead, their service lands were resumed 
by the Government, and they were subjected to the “grossest extortion and 
oppression at the hands of the, Sabarkars and other underlings to whom the 
British Government entrusted the collection of revenue”. 


Insult and injustice done to Buxi Jagabandhu: 


The insult and injustice done to Jagabandhu by dispossessing him of the 
Jagir, his property and degrading him from his social status compelled him to 
rise against the British. Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Bhramarvar Roy Mahapatra 
was the Buxi or Commander in Chief of the army of the Raja of Khurda. He 
was next to the Raja, both in rank and authority. His forefathers had possessed 
an estate called Rodang, through purchase and held it at a quit-rent. He had 
inherited the office of Buxi. For the maintenance of the Bakshi, Raja had 
assigned large Jagir lands called Bakshi Bada and other perquisites befitting to 
his rank besides the valuable estate of Killa Rorung at a very low quit rent.” 


The Buxi (Bakshi) enjoyed rent-free Jaghir in lieu of his services. The rent-free 
lands in Pargana Limbai, Rahanga, Serai and Chaubiskud were being enjoyed 
by Buxi Jagabandhu on hereditary basis. He was also entitled to the insignia of 
the State as the principal official of the Raja of Khurda. He was attended by 


“persons bearing staffs, morchul, pankah etc. His headquarter was situated at 
the capital. 
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Buxi Jagabandhu was the 12® Buxi of the Raja of Khurda. He was 
handsome, well built and of robust physique. He was well versed in all sorts of 
warfare like sword-play, archery, horse riding, wrestling, athletics etc. He was 
the Commander-in-Chief of the army of the Raja of Khurda (Gajapati Maharaja 
of Odisha) on hereditary basis. He managed the military matters of the Kingdom. 
The title of Vidyadhar and the high position he held under the Rajas of Khurda 
indicate that he was related to Bhoi dynasty. Buxi Jagabandhu was matrimonially 
connected with the kings of other states like the Raja of Shergarh of Ganjam 
District and the Raja of Baramba in Orissa. He was high both in rank and 
authority because of his influence over the military. Bakhis were of royal blood. 
He was regarded by the feudatory rajas of Odisha as second to the representative 
of ancient royal family of Odisha. 


But by a conspiracy and fraudulent means he was deprived of his valuable 
estate Rodhang. After the occupation of Orissa by the British in 1803, 
Jagabandhu entered into an engagement for his mahal with the government for 
the year 1804-05. In the following year George Webb concluded a triennial 
settlement with him for Killah Rodhang. There was another Pargana known as 
Rahang which was adjoined with Rodang and located in the vicinity of Puri. At 
Puri a scheme for dispossessing Jagabandhu from Rodang was prepared by 
Gourhari Singh, Tahasildar of Puri and in consultation with Krushna Chandra 
Singh Diwan of the first Collector of Cuttack, Charles Grome. Chandra Prasad 
Singh, sheristadar in the office of the Collector, Cuttack, persuaded Jagabandhu 
to deposit his revenue with the Tahasildar at Puri, instead of at Cuttack Treasury 
stating the distance as inconvenience.” Accordingly, Jagabandhu paid the 
revenues of 1806-07 and 1807-08 into the hands of Gourhari Singh in good 
faith, and the Tahasildar Gourhari Singh recorded it as the revenue for Rahang 
Ogera showing thereby Rodhang as a part of Pargana Rahanga. In the same 
year his estate of Rodhang was included in Rahanga fraudulently, and the 
Pargana was termed ‘Rahanga Ogera’, which was subsequently farmed out to 
Krushna Chandra Singh. Thus, Rodhang passed to the hands of Krushna 
Chandra Singh in a doubtful transaction. In 1809 the advertisement for the 
auction sale of Rodhang was out because of the non-payment of the arrears. 
And the opportunity seeker Krishna Chandra Singh purchased it. Since then he 
claimed the right of possession over Rodhang. Jagabandhu who was ignorant 
of this fact was naturally taken aback at this illegal claim violently resisted. 


Being helpless Jagabandhu submitted petition to the Government. In the 
first judgement, Trower has decided the case in favour of Jagabandhu. But the 
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Board of Revenue decided in favour of Krushna Chandra Singh. When the 
Government order was made known to Jagabandhu, he felt utterly desperate 
and helpless. Desperate, because he had been unjustly deprived of his legitimate 
possessions; helpless because he had no means to establish his claim in the 
Court of Law.’ 


Because of the economic exploitation, the business community as well as 
the labour class had to suffer considerably. The weavers and the salt makers, 
formerly amassing huge profits from it last their business. These two classes of 
Oriya businessmen failed to have brisk trade that could have fetched capital to 
enrich the economic life of Orissa. Another way of money that poured previously 
into the Orissa was the export of grains, including rice and other cereal which 
were produced in large quantity in pre-British days. Export of grain was closed 
with the advent of British rule in Orissa. These three sources of capital 
formulation, i.e. export of salt, export of grains and export of country made 
textile articles, were now left under the British control resulting in pauperisation 
of the state. 


Briefly speaking, Orissa after losing all avenues for collection of capital 
was banking upon the last resource of Zamindaris. But this last capital forming 
apparatus, passed into the hands of non-Oriyas in Bengal, which opened the 
gate of stream of money into the hands of non-Oriya Zamindars at Calcutta or 
in Bengal, from Orissa. When the Parganas and land holders could not pay the 
land tax and fell in arrears, their holdings were sold by auction sales according 
to the sunset-law of the British Government as a result the Bengalis purchased 
these holdings from auction sales. This brought a highly unprecedented and 
unbearable situation resulting in highly disastrous economic life in Orissa. 


This was the pathetic scenario of Oriya life under the British rule. But 
where was the remedy? Jagabandhu had observed that the nature of Maratha 
administration was far better than that of the British. To him the rule of Raja of 
Orissa was best of all. But by comparison, the British administration was the 
worst of all administrations. The sudden and unprecedented change in 
administrative set up resulting in total miseries and pitiable position of Oriya 
life not only put Jagabandhu to dismay but also compelled him to rise into 
revolt. He found not only one after, another or together the Zamindaris of Oriyas 
were falling prey to the greedy eyes of the British supporters but also he was 
not an exception to be victimised. He was also victim of the process of 
destabilisation of Oriya life through a process of myriad of British regulations. 
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When the Oriyas were driven deep into the ocean of miseries, the question 
arose as to who would help to save them from this calamity against the most 
powerful British imperialism. The general view of the people of Orissa was 
that it was better to die in confrontation rather than to succumb to all agony, 
miseries and insult from the hands of the British bureaucrats. But the next 
question was who would bell the cat? It was unanimously agreed upon that, 
Jagabandhu, a scion of the family of Buxi, the former commander in chief of 
the former Raja of Khurda would be the fittest person to lead the people against 
the British because of his courage, heroism, personality, popularity, devotedness 


and past experience in fighting and profound love for all that was Oriya and for 
motherland. 


Jagabandhu accepted the leadership of the people to fight with the greatest 
imperialistic power of the age and his objective of the plan in the well considered 
revolt, he chalked out, was to oust the British from Orissa and to make the 
people of Orissa free from the British Raj. The plan he chalked secretly and 
applied it is suddenly that the British spy system failed to know, when and 
where the insurgents would strike them in advance. Hence the British could 
not take up any precautionary measures to prevent the insurgency. As a result 
for some months particularly in Khurda, Puri, and Kujanga and nearby rural 
areas, the British rule was thoroughly rooted out. The clarion call for freedom 
reverberated everywhere in these areas and the entire show was conducted and 
directed under the table command and orders of the rebel leader, Jagabandhu. 
This sudden unexpected outbreak of the revolt spreading over a large area of 
Orissa in no time made the British astonished and kept them dumfounded for 
some time. 


W. Ewer observed: “He become in fact a beggar and for nearly two years 
derived his maintenance from voluntary contributions made by the people of 
Khurda for his support.” 


Outbreak of the Revolt: 


The revolt of 1817 in Khurda had its relations and contacts with the 
resistance movement in Ghumusar, Badakhemundi and Seragada zamindary 
estate of Ganjam District.” 

In 1766 the British occupied the Northern Circars including Ganjam and 
Ghumusar. The East India Company’s Government forced the Rajas of 
Ghumusar, Badakhemundi, Sanakhemundi, Sheragada and Paralakhemundi 
to pay a huge tribute, which was strongly refused by them. The tribute demanded 
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from several zamindaris was far more than the zamindari states could bear. The 
zamindars struggled for their independence and they refused to pay any tribute. 
As a result, arrears gradually accumulated. The arrears in the form of tribute 
were highest in the estate of Ghumusar. 


In 1800 William Brown, the Collector of Ganjam, ejected Srikara Bhanja, 
by force from his zamindari and declared the Raja a rebel and offered a reward 
of Rs. 10,000/- for his capture. Two battalions of the 6® Regiment of Bengal 
Native Infantry, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Marley, were ordered 
to march against him. On 2 May 1801 Lieutenant-Colonel Marley reached 
Ganjam and joined with the first Battalion of 10® Regiment. 


In order to oust the British from Ganjam, Raja Padmanava Deva (Mani 
Deo) of Badakhemundi, Raja Jagannath Deo of Sanakhemundi, Raja Adwait 
Prasad Singh Deo of Seragarh and the Raja Srikara Bhanj of Ghumusar made 
a confederacy against the British and declared war against them. The combined 
army attacked the British Battalion near Patapur. As a result a severe battle took 
place between the British and the combined army of the Rajas of Ganjam under 
the leadership of Raja Mani Dev. In this battle the head of Raja Adwait Prasad 
Singh Deo of Seragarh was separated from the body by a sixteen cannon shut 
off the British Army.”® 


Adwait Prasad Singh Deo, Raja of Seragarh was the brother-in-law of 
Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar and Raja Srikara Bhanj of Ghumusar was his 
maternal father-in-law. There were strong social and political ties between 
Jagabandhu Bidyadhar and these two Raj Families. These two Raja families 
waited for an opportunity to take revenge upon the British. So when Buxi 
Jagabandhu sought the help of these Rajas, they immediately sent 400 armed 
Kandhs to Khurda . (For details see - Badagada Rajvamsabali , palm leaf 
manuscript collected by Gouri Sankar Misra). 


According to the action plan prepared by Jagabandhu, 400 Kandhs armed 
with bows, arrows and axes came down from Ghumusar and reached Khurda 
on 29" March 1817 where in fact the great Odishan Revolt of 1817 was 
inaugurated, with a good deal of enthusiasm to drive out the British from Orissa. 

They joined by the Paiks, Dalais and Dalbeheras of Khurda under the 
guidance of Buxi Jagabandhu and committed various acts of outrage and 
rebellion. At first the insurgents proceeded to attack the Thana and other 
government buildings at Banapur where they killed more than 100 men and 
carried off government money amounting to Rs. 15000. Then they attacked 
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Charles Becher, Salt Agent of Southern Division and plundered his boats on 
the Chilika Lake. The number of insurgents gradually grew with the support of 
the inhabitants of Banpur. George Toynbee remarked: “Their success at Banpur 
had set the whole country in arms against us and seeing the hopelessness of 
resistance, the whole of Government offices stationed at Khurda sought safety 
in a precipitate flight.” 

Spread of Rebellion: 


The Rebellion was spread to different areas like a wild fire under the 
dynamic leadership of Buxi Jagabandhu Vidyadhar Mahapatra Vramarabara 
Roy. He instigated some Garjat chiefs and zamindars to fight for a common 
cause. He sent his emissaries even to Sambalpur and Nagpur to enlist the support 
of the Marathas. Many common people of Lembai, Pipli and Kothdesh joined 
the insurgents. Charan Pattanaik, an enemy of Buxi Jagabandhu, and several 
members of his family, who were acting as spies to the government, were 
murdered. The raiyats started a ‘no-rent’ campaign. The house and properties 
of the Tahasildars were plundered, their papers of former years were destroyed 
and their loss amounted to more than 4000 rupees. The British Government 
soon undertook several measures to check the rising All British officers in the 
province such as Lieutenant Prideaux, Lieutenant Griffiths, William Trower, 
Captain Wallington, J.O. Halloram, commanding officer in Cuttack and Edward 
Impey were fully engaged in the suppression of the rising. Lieutenant Prideaux 
marched towards Khurda on 29 March, 1817 Lieutenant Griffiths with some 
firelocks marched, on 3 April, to Khurda. Captain Wallington marched to Puri 
on 2™ April. Captain P. Le Fevre with 550 men and a few guns advanced, on 9 
April towards Khurda.”’ The government of Bengal, on the recommendation 
of the magistrate of Cuttack, then, issued a proclamation of Martial Law in the 
territory of Khurda. 


Pipil fell into the hands of the rebels on April 7, 1817. Here with them, 
joined the Raja Balbhadra Chhotray of Garh Padmpur with 300 Paiks. They 
commited various acts of arson and loot in the area. On 9® April 1817 the main 
body of Paiks numbering between 5,000 to 10,000 including the Kandhas from 
Ghumusar area entered Puri under the leadership of Bakshi Jagabandhu through 
Loknath Ghat.?’ Some of the inhabitants joined hands with the rebels. They 
burnt the Government Kutchery and several other private and public buildings. 
In such an alarming situation the British Officers, namely Captain Wallington, 
Messers King and Becher, the Salt Agents, Sushby, the Collector of Pilgrim tax 
abandoned Puri on April 12, 1817 and came to Cuttack. Meanwhile the priests 


PRECURSOR TO FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN INDIA 1 59 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


of the Jagannath temple openly proclaimed the fall of the British rule in Orissa 
and declared Raja Mukunda Dev II as their new ruler.” 


It was with the hope of making the Raja Mukunda Dev II the 
acknowledged leader of the rebellion and installing him on the gadi of Khurda 
that Buxi Jagabandhu and the paiks approached him in his residence. But the 
Raja was unwilling to be involved in the revolt.” Places like Gopa, Tiran, 
Kujang, Pattamundi and Asureswar became theatres of rebellion. 500 Paiks 
under the leadership of two adherents of Jagabandhu were sent to those areas 
to instigate the people for insurrection. 


The principal leaders of the Paiks were Raja of Harishpur, Madhu Sudan 
Mangaraj in the vicinity of Kujang and Bamadeva Patajoshi and Narayana 
Paramguru in Kujang proper, Krushna Chandra Vramarabara Roy and Dharmu 
Harichandan. The Raja Madhu Sudan Send of Kujang was persuaded to join 
them and ‘it was acceded to by the Raja.’ 


In the meanwhile, the government of Bengal sent five companies of native 
infantry from Midnapur, forty troopers from the Governor-general’s office, 2™ 
battalion and 30® Native Infantry with 400 soldiers from Barrackpore to Cuttack 
to suppress the revolt. However, the revolt could not be suppressed. Rather, it 
spread to other areas of Orissa. It was a matter of grave concern for the British 
authorities. The Governor-General-in-Council immediately appointed Major- 
general Sir Gabriel Martindell as the Military Commissioner of Cuttack for the 
suppression of the rising in Khurda, and Walter Ewer as the Joint Commissioner 
to be associated with former, for inquiring into the causes of the rising.” 


Martindell reached Khurda on 5® May for the suppression of the rising. 
He undertook Military operations in and around Khurda. As a result, a number 
of paiks were killed and others voluntarily began to return to their homes. But 
it was very difficult to suppress the revolt in distant parts like, Kujang and 
Patamundai. Therefore Captain Robert Kennet and A. Macleod were sent to 
suppress the rising in Kujang and Patamundai. The Raja of Kujang was warned 
and ordered to capture the rebel leaders. Narayana Paramguru and Bamadeva 
Patajoshi took shelter in the jungles. Most of the rebel leaders were captured 
except Buxi Jagabandhu, Krushna Chandra Vramarabara Ray and Madhusudana 
Mangaraj.** 
Sporadic Movements (1818-24): 


Because of the strong military operations of the British Government Buxi 
Jagabandhu and his followers fled for shelter in the neighboring tributary 
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mahalas of Nayagada, Ranpur. As the government charged the Rajas of these 
Garjat for giving shelter to Jagabandhu, the insurgents fled towards Ganjam. 
But Major Martindell and Walter Ewer followed them and captured some of 
them. But Jagabandhu, Krushna Chandra and some of their followers took 
shelter in Seragarh of Ganjam District. Sikar Bhanj, the Raja of Ghumusar 
extended his help in providing shelter to Jagabandhu in the J ungles in his 
jurisdiction.” 

With the help of Srikar Bhanj, Jagabandhu recruited and engaged many 
panas and Kandhs from Ghumusar to keep alive his guerrilla warfare. Again in 
order to create an atmosphere of fear and anxiety in British mind Jagabandhu 
in connivance with Srikar Bhanj instigated the people of Mahuri (Berhampur) 
to start agitation to drive out the British from that region. On the other hand if 
the British through other source were prepared to trace Jagabandhu’s hide out 
Srikar Bhanj in advance, informed him to leave the place to a safer area 
Ghumusar and Seragada or an area of his own choice. As a result the British 
adventure to capture Jagabandhu in Ghumusar Jungle was a sad failure. Hence, 
for achievement of their objective, the British now adopted a strategy of putting 
pressure on the family of Jagabandhu for his submission. It was thought out 
that if the family of Jagabandhu was put in confinement, Jagabandhu could be 
pressurised for self surrender. Therefore though Jagabandhu’s family was in no 
way involved in anti-British movement nor participated in insurgency, yet the 
British Government made a search for their where about. After a good deal of 
investigation into this matter it was reported that Jagabandhu’s younger queen 
Chaturamani Jemadebi along with her infant son Gopinath Bidyadhar was living 
at Sheragada of Ganjam district and his chief queen and other members of his 
family were residing in Ganjam town. 


Surrender of Buxi Jagabandhu: 


But the British, after requisitioning, amy from Calcutta and by use of artillery 
division of the army succeeded in countering the onslaught of the rebels and the 
rebel failed to face the enemy in frontal attack from the British well-disciplined 
artillery personnel. Finding his rebel soldiers were no match before the British 
powerful artillery, Jagabandhu as an alternative to keep the agitation tempo intact, 
devised the guerrilla method of warfare. This sudden attack of the rebels on the 
British army from their hideouts in dense Jungle, posed a serious challenge to the 
British power. The efforts of the British spy system, deployment of the army in 
search of Jagabandhu and their direction to all Garjat Rajas to desist from extending 
helping hand to Jagabandhu ended in a sad failure.” 
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Since 1818, Buxi Jagabandhu had been living in the forests of Boudh 
safely. He was also fully supported by the Rajas of Ghumusar and Daspalla. 
Further, Srikara Bhanj, the Raja of Ghumusar and Buxi Jagabandhu frequently 
met each other to discuss their common plan of action.” The Raja of Nayagada 
was said to be secretly in league with Jagabandhu. Major E. Roughsedge, 
Commanding Officer, South-West Frontier, was deputed to assist the 
Commissioner of Cuttack. The Raja of Boudh was asked to render his help in 
this regard. Lieutenant D. Ruddell was also deputed to Boudh to assist Major 
Roughsedge. In spite of all such measures, Buxi Jagabandhu escaped from 
Boudh with the help of the Raja of Daspalla in September 1818. However, two 
important insurgent leaders namely, Bhupbaran Singh and Damu Subudhi and 
some of his followers were captured. But the other leaders like Adikanda 
Bidyadhar, Biswanath Harichandan, Dinabandhu Santra, Pinduki Bahubalendra, 
Karunakar Paramaguru, Sadhu Charan Mangaraj, Gopal Chhotrai, Padmanabh 
Chhotrai and Sheo Naik etc., scattered here and there, also assembled together 
in the borders of Khurda and Banpur and decided to give fresh impetus to the 
revolt in that area.” 


Long seven years passed; yet the reward of Rs.5000/- to anyone who 
could help in seizing Jagabandhu proved equally a dead letter. The Jagabandhu’s 
strategy of guerrilla war was so disturbing and disgusting to the British 
administration that now the Governor-General-in-Council decided to pursue a 
conciliatory policy towards the Buxi. He was induced to surrender himself 
voluntarily in certain terms and conditions. Considering Jagabandhu’s rank, 
influence and claims, the Governor-General-in-Council suggested that “on his 
surrendering himself with in a given period, his life will be spread, that he will 
receive such moderate allowance from Government, as may be sufficient for 
his support, and that his residence will be fixed at some place in the 
neighbourhood of the Presidency, where, without being confined, his conduct 
will be subject to due superintendence.?? 


Buxi Jagabandhu agreed to surrender on the conditions of his safety of 
life and grant of pardon even to his followers. Accompanied by Sheikh Waz 
Mohammad, he reached Cuttack on 27 May, 1825, and lived there virtually as 
a prisoner. The Governor-General-in-Council raised the monthly allowance of 
the Buxi from Rs. 100 to Rs. 150 and withdrew the “unnecessary restrictions 
and impositions on him.” In January 1826 Krushna Chandra Bhramarvar Ray 
also surrendered. He was allowed a penson of Rs. 100 per month. Buxi 
Jagabandhu afterwards made representations to the Government to restore him 
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to his former possessions and to allow him to reside at Rodang. But the 
Governor-General rejected his representation. The hero of the first great political 
upheaval of Orissa breathed his last on 24 January 1829 leaving behind his two 
wives and the only son, Gopinath Bidyadhar, a nine year old boy?! 


From the above discussion it is revealed that the Khurda revolt of 1817- 
24 was the first great political upheaval in India, which was entivities in character. 
It was not a mere rebellion of a few paiks but a popular and mass rising of the 
people against the align power. The attempt of the insurgents to install the last 
independent Maharaja of Orissa Mukunda Dev II on the gadi like the endeavour 
of the revolutionaries of the great revolt of 1857 to release Bahadur Shah II, the 
last Mughal Emperor of India from the jail and declare him as the sovereign 
ruler of India forty years before, proved its National character. Even after the 
death of the Mukunda Dev II in confinement at Cuttack in November 1817, 
Buxi Jagabandhu took up the cause of his son Raja Rama Chandra Dev Il. 
The government incurred heavy loss of revenue due to non-payment of taxes. 
Realising this W. C. Bennett, the British officer frankly admitted that it was “a 
complete economic revolution.” “G Toynbee also remarked, the revolt of Buxi 
Jagabandhu Bidyadhar first shocked and threatened the British Government 
with expulsion if not from whole of Orissa at least from the territory of Khurda.” 


Ewer’s Report on the Paik rebellion of 1817 revealed the oppressive 
features of the early British rule in Orissa. Hunter too said about the rising; “I 
cannot avoid the conclusion that we ourselves were to a large extent to blame” 


The reason behind Jagabandhu’s aloof and Silence during the Khurda 
Raj Rebellion of 1804-05 


In handling the affairs of relation with a great foreign power like the British, at 
time of conquest of Orissa in 1803 A.D. Jagabandhu seems to have shown the 
temperament of reservation and caution than that of Rajaguru. Since the Raja 
of Khurda was a minor, Jayi Rajaguru as the Diwan of the court of the Raja 
acted as the final authority in policy decisions. In order to get back the four 
Parganas of the Khurda kingdom, taken away by the Maratha rule, and being 
disappointed at the refusal of the British, to return them, as per the promise 
made during the British conquest of Orissa he declared war against the British 
in 1804-05. In this important war between the Khurda Raj and the British, it is 
expected that Jagabandhu as the Commander in Chief should have played a 
major role in the war - a life and death struggle of Khurda against the foreign 
power. But there is no trace of his name available in this fight either in any 
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British records or in any other indigenous documents. This clearly brings the 
impression that perhaps apprehending the loss of Khurda kingdom Jagabandhu 
was not in agreement with the view of Jai Rajaguru to fight with so great a 
power as British.** In the words of Professor B.C. Ray “Perhaps for that reason, 
he is found to have kept himself aloof from so important an event. (B.C. Ray, 
Bakhshi Jagabandhu, Bhubaneswar, 2001, p. 4) 


Thus, Jagabandhu’s rebellion of 1817-1824 constitutes a great saga in 
the history of Indian freedom struggle. His dedication, sacrifice, organisation 
capability, patriotism and his gallant fighting was rare and unique in the entire 
history of Orissa. In his rebellion the help and assistance of the people and 
zamindars of Ganjam was remarkable. He has left behind him two significant 
legacies- one was, to use force adopting guerrilla method of warfare to torture 
the British to flee away and second, not pay the tax to the British Government 
which were subsequently followed by the freedom fighters of the Indian National 
Movement. In this connection the following comment of a British officer is 
really heartening to note, “A man (Jagabandhu) whose name has acquired and 
will long remain such an unfortunate celebrity in the District (Ganjam).” 
Therefore Professor B.C. Ray has rightly remarked so far as our knowledge 
goes, never heard an insurgent leader, a bitter foe of the British imperialism 
was being praised as a ‘celebrity’. To treat Jagabandhu in praising terms, by the 
British is a rare phenomenon in the early part of 19® Century. To receive praise 
from the bitter foe as the British is a merit which little people could get. r 
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PAIKA REBELLION, 1817 


Dr. Bhagyalipi Malla 


Anti British insurrections can be classified into two phases/categories. In 
the earlier phase the insurrections were organized by the dispossessed elite of 
the pre-colonial establishment, in the latter phase the insurrections were 
organized by the people (peasants and tribals) themselves. The Paika rebellion 
of Khurda in 1817 was a rebellion of the former phase, being organized by 
Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra Bhramarabara Ray, who was the ex- 
Commander-in-Chief of The Raja of Khurda, a premier princely state which 
was annexed by the British in 1804. Behind the rebellion there were the personal 
discontent of Bakshi Jagabandhu and the general discontent of the people, 
caused by the sufferings of the people for which the British administration and 
bureaucrats were responsible. 


The early English administration did not deal with the people’s problems 
with sympathy and understanding. Frequent short term settlements and over- 
assessment of land revenue economically ruined the tenants as well as zamindars. 
The people could not understand the British regulations, because there were 
available in Persian and Bengali, and not Odia, the language of the people. 


Depreciation and abolition of Kauri currency caused financial difficulties 
to the people. Establishment of salt monopoly by the East India company resulted 
in the rise of price of salt, a very basic necessity of life. 


The Raja of Khurda, Mukundadev — II rebelled against the British 
government in 1804, as the British refused to fulfill his demand for the restoration 
of four Mahals which had been taken away from him by the Marathas (Bhonsals). 
The rebellion was suppressed, and the Raja was deposed, but his minister Jayi 
Rajguru was hanged, as the Raja in his petition to the Government held the 
latter responsible for the rebellion. Jagabandhu was ruined socially as well as 
economically as a result of annexation of Khurda. He became a pauper by 
losing all rent-free lands in 1804. Afterwards he was fraudulently deprived of 
the Rorang estate by a conspiracy of the Amlas. Jagabandhu presented a petition 
in 1813 to Richardson, the Commissioner of Cuttack to restore his legitimate 
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rights over the Rorang estate. He was advised to prove his claim in the proper 
forum of law. Being a pauper he found it difficult to fight out his case through 


legal process. He decided to revolt, as he was well aware of the people’s 
grievance. 


Jagabandhu thought of overthrowing British administration at Khurda 
and then proceed to Puri and proclaim the deposed Raja of Khurda as the leader 
of the rebellion, so that other chiefs would be drawn into the revolt. 


The rebellion started in the last week of March 1817 with the arrival of 
400 Kandh Chohars from Ghumsur at Khurda. The rebellious Paiks and their 
leaders-Dala Behera joined hands with them under Jagabandhu’s leadership. 
The rebel forces invaded the government offices at Banpur and looted the 
government treasury. Next they proceeded to Khurda where the government 
offices were set on fire and the government treasury was looted; they were 
joined by the Paiks on the way. 


In the mean time the British authorities at Cuttack sent troops to Khurda 
to deal with insurgency. But finding the whole of Khurda in a state of 
insurrection, they had to retreat. 


On 12 April the Kandha Chohars entered Puri and burnt some houses 
including that of Darogah. There was an exchange of firing between the 
insurgents and the Sepoys at Puri. The sepoys were successful in dispersing the 
insurgents. On 14 April 1817, headed by Bakshi Jagabandhu, 500 insurgents, 
entered Puri. The priests of Jagannath temple joined them. The rebels looted 
government treasury. They asked the deposed Raja of Khurda, then staying at 
Puri to assume the leadership of rebellion. Out of fear the Raja refused to accept 
the leadership of rebellion. The former Zamindars of Marichpur, Harishpur 
and Golra, and some Malangis (salt workers) joined the rebellion. 


Ultimately the rebels proved to be no match for the British force. At Puri, 
the rebels were driven away by captain P Lefebvre. Martial law was proclaimed 
at three main centres of there i.e. Khurda, Puri and Gopa. Steps were taken to 
prevent spread of rebellion to tributary mahals. By the end of May 1817 the 
rebellion at Khurda, Puri, and Pipily was suppressed. At Pipily the rebels tried 
to rescue the Raja of Khurda from the custody of a troops. In the clash that 
followed 19 insurgents were killed. The rebellion had spread to Kujang. By the 
beginning of October 1817, the rebellion at Kujang was suppressed. 


After the suppression of open rebellion the rebels carried on underground 
activities. They started dacoity, arson, and murders and obstructed collection of 
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revenue. Even after the proclamation of amnesty all the rebels did not surrender. 
To force Jagabandhu and his main followers to surrender the government 
confiscated their properties. In 1825. Jagabandhu surrendered on the condition 
that he would live at Cuttack on monthly pension and would renounce the title of 
Bakshi and claim over Rorang estate. The same year Krushna Chandra Vidyadhar 
a close associate of Jagabandhu surrendered on the grant of pardon and pension. 
While Jagabandhu and Krishna Chandra received relatively lenient treatment, 
other rebel leaders such as Gopal Chhotray, Vishnu Paikray, Rama Singh and 
Nath Pradhan were sentenced to capital punishment on charge of treason. Many 
rebels were sentenced to rigorous imprisonment or lifelong deportation. 


After the suppression of rebellion the government adopted some 
conciliatory measures. To reduce the revenue burden of the royats and zamindars 
settlement were made at reduced jama. Settlements were made with many 
original proprietors. More salt was made available at reduced rates. The Raja 
of Khurda was given an annual pension of Rs. 2400/-. 


The rebellion originated in Banpur and Khurda had spread to other places 
like Kanika, Kujang and Patamundai. Jagabandhu, in spite of his limitation, 
had planned a rebellion for which he got support from the Rajas of Kujang, 
Kanika, Nayagarh and Ghumsur, and sent his emissary (Bhup Singh) to the 
Bhonsla Raja. About the object of the rebellion, W Ker, an English officer 
made the following observation, “Jagabandhu has given a lead in organizing a 
movement, no matter in how haphazard manner for ousting the newly established 
English from Odisha; he expected that other people who (were) also hit hard by 
the mal-administration under the English and the Orissa Chiefs who had been 
deprived of all their freedom would follow up the lead to make a common cause 
with him for the purpose of liberating their motherland from foreign yoke.” 


The rebellion was joined by a cross section of population the dispossessed 
feudal militia and Paiks, peasantry, salt workers, and priests. Trower, the collector 
of Cuttack held that had Jagabandhu’s success continued, many Zamindars 
and tributary Chiefs would have joined hands with the rebellious Paiks. The 
rebellion was essentially a protest against sufferings caused to various sections 
by British revenue policy and corruption of bureaucrats (Amlas). The bulk of 
rebel’s wrath fell on the oppressive Amlas, Zamindars and Sarbarakars. 


The records regarding the Paika rebellion are available in the following 
record series of the India office Library, London — Bengal Board of Revenue 
proceedings, Bengal Civil Judicial Consultations, Bengal Criminal Judicial 
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Consultations, Bengal Political Consultations, Bengal Revenue Consultations 

Bengal Salt and Opium Consultations, Bengal Secret and Military Consultations, 
Bengal Secret Persian Correspondence and correspondence with the Court i 
Directors. Copies of correspondence between the Bengal Government and 
English official in charge of Odisha were being sent to Indian office. Hence to 
get a comprehensive picture of the rebellion of 1817 in Khurda a scholar should 


see records in India office, British museum, West Bengal Archives and Odisha 
State Archives. 


The Rebellion of 1817 began in the last week of March. By the end of the 
May rebellion in Khurda, Puri and Pipili was suppressed. The rebellion spread 
to Kujang. The rebellious Raja of Kujang surrendered to the British on 2 October 
1817. After the suppression of open rebellion, J agabandhu and his followers 
started underground resistance to paralyze the administration General Amnesty 
was adopted as a method to suppress the rebellion and pacify the rebels. 56 
documents in the State Archives have been identified as to the Khurda rebellion. 


There is a letter from W. Trever, Collector of Cuttack to J.P. Ward, the 
Acting Secretary, Board of Revenue, dt. 23.05.1817 dealing with the causes of 
rebellion. 


There is a letter from Buxi Jagabandhu to Padmanav Chhotray (Dala 
Behera), requesting to continue rebellious activities (18.07.1818). 


There is a letter from W.B. Bayley, Acting Chief Secretary to Government 
about the arrival of Kandhas of Ghumsur to help Buxi Jagabandhu (30.08.1817). 
There is a letter from W.B. Bayley regarding the rebellion of Madhusudan 
Mangaraj, the zamindar of Killa Harishpur. There are a number of documents 
on the rebellion in Kujang. There are some letters on grant of pardon or amnesty 
being adopted as a method to quell the rebellion. 

The list of Records on Paika Rebellion available in O.S.A. (Orissa State 

Archives) 

1. Letter from W. Trever, Collector, Cuttack to J.P. ward, Acting Secretary to 
Board of Revenue reporting about the causes of Paik Rebellion of 1817. 
23.05.1817 

2. Commissioner’s Report in the activities of Pindiki Bahubalendra. 
30.09.1818 

3. Translation of a letter from Boxi Jagabandhu to Padmalav Chhotaray and 
Dalabehera requesting to continue the rebellion against the British rule. 
18.7.1818. 
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on 


10. 


11. 


12. 


19. 


20. 


Death of Buxi Jagabandhu. 24.1.1829. 

Report about the depredation of Paiks in Kujang 2.7.1817 

Letter from the Chief Secretary to Govt. to the Commissioner, Cuttack 
regarding grant of amnesty to the rebels. 5.2.1819. 

Letter from E.Impey, Magistrate, Cuttack to W.B. Bayley, Secretary to 
Government in the Judicial Department, Fort William in connection with rebels 
over whom martial law has been proclaimed to have operation. 14.6.1817. 
List of sardars connected in the Rebellion and offering of rewards for their 
apprehension. March, 1818. 

Letter from C. Becher, Salt Agent at Cuttack to T. Plowden, Acting Secretary 
to the Board of Revenue regarding insurrection in Khurda. 18.5.1817. 
Letter from W. Trower, Collector, Cuttack to J.P. Ward, Acting Secretary 
to the Board of Revenue regarding arrival of Buxi Jagabandhu in the 
territory of Khurda. 23.5.1817. 

Letter from I.W. Therer, Accountant General to H. Mackenji, Secretary to 
the Govt., Territorial Deptt. Regarding economic grievances of the people. 
27.7.1817 

Letter from W.B. Bayley, Acting Chief Secretary to Govt. reporting about 
arrival of Khonds in Ghumsur to help Buxi Jagabandhu. 10.8.1817 


. Map showing the disturbed areas in Cuttack & Puri. 
. Letter from R. Rocke and W. Orton Salman, Board of Revenue to His 


Excellency the Governor General regarding personal interest of 
Jagabandhu, the principal mover of the disturbance. 03.06.1817 


. Letter to Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department regarding 


martial law and trial of some prisoners. 14.06.1817 


. Letter to W.B. Bayley about starting of rebellion by Madhusudan Mangaraj, 


Khandayet of Killah Harishpur. 16.06.1817 


. Letter to Register of Court of Circuit for the division of Calcutta informing 


about trial of some rebels. 27.06.1817 


. Letter to Major General, Khurda about the attack of Kujang Paiks to the 


Thana of Pattamundai. 30.06.1817 

Letter to W. Trower, Collector, Cuttack regarding payment of allowance 
to Mukunda Dev, Raja of Khurda. 18.06.1817 

Letter to W.B. Bayley about payment of Maintenance charges by Mukunda 
Dev, Raja of Khurda. 20.06.1817 
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21. Letter to Captain Kennet regarding restoration of peace in the are of Gop. 
23.06.1817. 


22. Letter to Major General, Khurda regarding supply of evidences for the 
trial of revel. 23.06.1817 

23. Letter to Major General, Khuda about sanctioning of maintenance 
allowance for the Raja of Khurda. 28.06.1817 

24. Letter to Major General, Khurda about necessity of presence of military at 
Gop. 29.06.1817 

25. Letter to Captain Kennett regarding resumption of Estates by the Zamindars 
in the area of Gop. 30.06.1817. 

26. Letter to Captain Fraser Commanding at Cuttack about the petition of the 
Darogah of Khurda. 02.07.1817 

27. Letter to W.B. Bayley reporting about the situation in Kujang. 06.07.1817 

28. Letter to W.B. Bayley relating to detention of the Darogah of Khurda. 
07.07.1817 

29. Letter to W.B. Bayley regarding Military Commissioner’s intention to 
dispatch troops to Kujang. 08.07.1817 

30. Letter to the Registrar of the court of circuit for the Division of Calcutta 
about trial of eight prisoners. 09.07.1817 

31. Letter to Major General, Khurda regarding persons of Major Hamilton for 
arrest & trial of persons in the areas under martial law. 14.07.1817 

32. Letter to Major General, Khurda regarding dispatch of troops to Kujang. 
14.07.1817 

33. Letter to W.L. Melville, Acting joint Magistrate of Balasore about suspicious 
activities of some zamindars of Balasore. 14.07.1817 

34. Letter to Major General, Khurda requesting to supply requisite information 
about prisoners. 21.07.1817 

35. Letter to Major General, Khurda about sending of troops to Kujang. 
22.07.1817 

36. Letter to Major General, Khurda reporting about unfavorable situation in 
Kujang. 25.07.1817 

37. Letter to Major General, Khurda about granting of pardon to rebels. 
31.07.1817 

38. Letter to W.B. Bayley requesting to grant pardon to rebels. 31.07.1817 

39. Letter to Major General, Khurda about Magistrage’s view for continuance 
of military forces at Gop. 02.08.1817 
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40. 


Letter to Captain C. Baines regarding trial of Chaitanya Ch. Routray. 
11.08.1817 


41. Letter to the Registrar of the Court of circuit for the Division of Calcutta 
regarding trial of seven prisoners. 16.08.1817 
42. Letter to Major General, Khurda about Magistrate’s requisition of ring 
leaders. 20.08.1817. 
43. Letter to Captain Kennett in connection with Magistrate’s instruction on 
the rebels of Kujang. 12.09.1817 
44. Letter of W.B. Bayley stating about Magistrate’s views for dispatch of 
troops to Kujang. 13.09.1817 
45. Letter to Registrar of the Court of Circuit for the Division of Calcutta 
regarding trial of six prisoners for the rebellion. 25.08.1817. 
46. Letter to Major General, Khurda stating about Magistrate’s view in 
connection with affairs of Kujang. 06.09.1817 
47. Letter to Captain Simpson representing about the grievances of the people 
of Kujang. 24.09.1817 
48. Letter to W.B. Bayley in connection with sending of detachment to Kujang. 
29.09.12817 
49. Enquiry about the cause of the disaffection at the people of Pipili. 
29.09.1817 
50. Letter to Major Hamilton in connection with enquiry on the minds of the 
people. 29.09.1817 
51. Letter to W.B. Bayley about protection of Govt. property from the rebels. 
03.10.1817 
52. Report about the surrender of the Raja and ring leaders of Kujang. 
05.10.1817 
53. Supression of the rebellion in Kujang. 06.10.1817 
54. Letter to Captain Kennett about surrender of the Raja & capture of ring 
leaders of Kujang. 06.10.1817 
55. Letter to W.B. Bayley informing about the Raja and two rebel leaders of 
Kujang. 12.10.1817 
56. Letter to W.B. Bayley regarding proposal for abolition of the martial law 
in Kujang. 22.10.1817 
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THE PAIKA REVOLT OF KHURDA, 1817 


Pritish Acharya 


The Paika Revolt was an armed revolt of the traditional Paika militia in 
the state of Khurda in Odisha in the year 1817. It began in the month of March 
and sporadically and intermittently continued for nearly a year. The revolt had 
been led by Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mahapatra, who was traditionally a Baxi, 
military commander, under the king of Khurda. It had nearly swept away the 
British in Khurda, Pipili, Banapur and Puri for months before being crushed by 
the forces of East India Company. It was not a purely military revolt of disgruntled 
or demobilized soldiers but had a component that gave it a character of a civil 
uprising in which the Khurda paikas, tribesmen, peasants, the traditional rent 
collectors and people engaged in native salt manufacturing, an industry tottering 
due to the monopoly of salt trade by the Company, all had used arms against 
their adversary. The uprising was against the unjust Company rule. It broke out 
four decades earlier to the Great Revolt of 1857 and set a strong tradition of 
defiance to the alien Company’s rule in the eastern state of Odisha. It has always 
been a great source of inspiration to the nationalists? struggle for independence 
in the late 19 and early 20 century.! 


Khurda as an Autonomous Kingdom: 


Khurda was a principality under the Gajapati king of Puri during the 15 
and 16* centuries. Taking advantage of the defeat of the Gajapati king Mukunda 
Deva at the hands of the Afghan rulers of Bengal in 1568 and the consequent 
conflict between the Mughals and the Afghans for control over the province, 
Ramachandra Deva, the young zamindar of Khurda, declared himself the ruler 
of Odisha. His station Khurda village at the feet of Barunai Hills gave him and 
his men the required strategic defence in the event of military conflicts. Very 
Soon he expanded his kingdom and declared himself as the Gajapati, Chief 
King of the province. As the original Gajapati kings of Puri had become very 
weak, the Afghans and Mughals dealt with him on the matters related to Odisha. 
The local princes and the priestly class, especially the class in charge of Puri 
Jagannath temple, also sought his mediation for the solution of provincial level 
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disputes. Finally after the Mughal occupation of Odisha in 1593, he was 
recognized as the Gajapati king under the Mughals. This formally elevated his 
position among the princes of Odisha. Since the close of the 16® century the 
prince or king of Khurda became the custodian of Puri and the Jagannath temple 
which bestowed him with legitimacy and bolstered his image further. 


Puri under the Marathas 


In 1751 the Marathas took over Odisha from the Mughals. However, it 
did not change the political situation much in Khurda until 1760, when the 
Khemidis of Ganjam claiming themselves to be the real Gajapati king, invaded 
Puri to establish control over the Jagannath temple. The Khurda prince Birakesari 
Deva (1739-1781) sought the help of the Marathas and promised to pay one 
lakh rupees to them in lieu of their military help. The Marathas intervened and 
the Khemidis were repelled from Puri. However, Birakeshari Deva’s failure to 
compensate the Marathas as per the agreement compelled Khurda to surrender 
four mahals, estates, to them. The mahals were Jagannath Chhattar (Kshetra) 
and Serai, Rahang, Lembai and Chabiskud. All these were highly fertile and 
yielded good revenue. Among this territorial loss, the loss of Puri was crucial 
as it involved grave loss of both material as well as spiritual legitimacy to the 
ruler who was unable to safeguard the abode of Lord. It was the dwelling place 
of Jagannath, the ‘supreme deity? of the province and fetched a good amount of 
money to the state treasury in the form of pilgrim tax. The prince could not 
reconcile to this loss and went crazy and killed four of his sons for their ‘failure’ 
to re-capture the mahals. The Marathas deposed him and made his grandson 
the king of Khurda. In 1795, Mukunda Deva II became the king and lived till 
1817. It was during his life time that the Marathas were overthrown from Odisha; 
the East India Company took over Khurda and the rest of Odisha in 1803; the 
king of Khurda allowed safe passage to the Company troops through his 
kingdom with the hope of Puri being restored to his control after the removal of 
the Marathas. Now Odisha came under the British occupation; Khurda was 
made a khasmahal (brought under the Company’s direct administration) in 
1806 leading to regular revenue settlements and exorbitant hike in rent; the 
prince of Khurda was reduced to a pensioner and was confined to Puri by the 
British; and the Paika revolt broke out in 1817. 


Who were The Paikas? 


The Paika is a colloquial form of the word padatika or foot soldiers. 
Even after the inclusion of horses and elephants in the army, all the army 
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personnel continued to be known as Paikas in the province. Besides the 
combatant soldiers, all other non-combatant persons involved in various battles 
related activities, like the drummers, suppliers of provision, grass cutters for 
the horses and other helpers were also called Paikas. The Paiks became a 
synonym of the traditional militias. However, their main concentration was in 
Khurda and the adjoining areas as of these enjoyed a strategic location in the 
province from military and political view points. The Paikas also performed 
police duties and acted as protectors of the state properties. They supported the 
local princes and zamindars as armed militia. As observed by the contemporary 
Company officials (A. Sterling and G. Toynbee), the Paikas had been divided 
into three ranks, distinguished by names taken from their works or the weapons 
they used. They were: the praharis, who carried the khandas (swords) and 
were stationed as guards; the banuas (derived from the term bana means 
crackers), who used the matchlock and were sent for distant expeditions; and 
the dhenkias, who were armed with bows and arrows and a sword and 
performed all sorts of duties. 


The Paikas were granted land for their services and had been exempted 
from payment of any rent. Thus, they engaged in cultivation as peasants and 
formed the militia at the time of battle. Through the Paika system, forest dwellers 
were settled as peasants and were expected to act as the mercenaries of the 
state. They were known for their great devotion and loyalty to the will of their 
lords. Besides the chasa or the cultivating community, occasionally individuals 
of the ‘lowest’ caste such as kandaras (derived from kanda or stem), panas 
(from the word parna or leaf) and bauri (from bana or forest) (This suggests 
that they these people had been earlier forest dwellers before taking to settled 
life.) also formed the class of Paika engaged in cultivation as well as in state 
services. The process of formation of state, a process that had been delayed in 
Orissa, was now bringing these forest dwellers into sedentary life style and 
imposing the social hierarchy of caste on them too. Physical exercise and military 
drill was a requirement for the Paikas to remain fit for battle time and other 
internal security duties. This they regularly did in the village akhada (gym) 
under the care of the Paika veterans. They rehearsed for noise less cat walk or 
Sly guerrilla movement, called ‘Pa’ movement, which grew as a form of 
entertainment and became the main base of many dance forms including the 
‘Chhawu’ in Odisha. They propitiated ‘mantras,’ magical spells, to ‘immunize’ 
themselves against the enemy’s weapons. As stated earlier, many of the forest 
dwellers in search of secured sources of food came to the village settlements 


PRECURSOR TO FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN INDIA 1/91 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


and were settled by the village community under the auspices of the zamindars 
and the village headmen on the outskirts of the village. Many of them were 
given land grants for cultivation in lieu of their mercenary military and police 
services to the emerging regional state structure. The system of Paika sustained 
them in the village community and helped in the expansion of agriculture and 
in the process of formation of state. They always felt that their fate was tied to 
the prince, which made them highly loyal to the traditional chiefs. With the 
coming of the Company’s rule, the local princes were deposed, their jagirs 
were abolished and the Paikas lost the right of rent free land that they had 
enjoyed under these chiefs. Consequently, the popular resentment leading to 
civil revolts against the Company rule was an obvious outcome. The sturdy 
Paikas emerged its vanguard for they held the traditional arms and had the 
required physical fitness for that. However, others also did not lag behind in 
their overt and covert support to the revolt, because due to the decline in local 
salt industry, replacement of cowry cells by rupee currency for transactions and 
denial of traditional forest rights to the tribes’ men, their sufferings were no 
less. Thus, though the agrarian community without any modern education in 
the early decades of the 19® Century did not understand much about the 
complexities of the British rule, it led the revolt at a time, when the Company’s 
rule had not yet fully consolidated its position in Odisha and elsewhere in the 
country. 


Jayee Rajguru and the Revolt in 1804: A Pre-cursor of Revolt of 1817 


Nearly 13 years before Buxi Jagabandhu, it was Jayee Rajguru, who had 
raised the banner of revolt in Khurda in 1804. Jayee was the royal preceptor, 
Rajguru, and the dewan of the kingdom of Khurda at the time of British 
occupation of Odisha in October 1803. The British had sought permission of 
the Khurda prince for the movement of their troops through the state. In their 
fight against the Marathas in Odisha, the British had also asked for Paika help. 
In lieu they had promised to pay one lakh rupees to the prince. The prince 
Mukunda Deva II agreed to the proposal with the hope that the control of Puri 
and the other four mahals could be re-gained after the Marathas had been over 
thrown by the British. However, Jayee, an astute Brahmin and a shrewd Rajguru 
had advised the prince against it. Finally, the British occupation of Maratha 
territories did take place with the support of Khurda, but the promises made by 
the British were not fully kept by them. Only a part of payment promised was 
made to Khurda. The frustrated Rajguru made elaborate plans to conquer the 
pilgrim city and the other mahals from the Company. In March 1804 the 
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negotiations between Khurda and the British failed and the first Paika revolt 
under the leadership of Jayee Rajguru broke out, barely five months after the 
British occupation of Odisha. The Paika militia attacked the Company’s men 
in Pipli and wounded many British troops on 22 November 1804. The 
Company)’s retaliation was swift and ruthless. The British troops stormed the 
fort of Khurda; Mukunda Deva II and the Rajguru were arrested from the 
Barunai Hills on 3 January 1805. After their trial the pliable prince was released 
and was confined to Puri on an annual pension. All his royal power or privileges 
were withdrawn. The recalcitrant and obstinate Rajguru was executioned in 
the Medinipur fort on 6 December 1806. With this the Paikas lost their leader 
and waited till 1817 to revolt against the British for the second time, for their 
plight and predicament had been worsening with each passing year of the 
Company’s rule in Khurda and elsewhere in the province. 


Emergence of Buxi Jagabandhu As the Leader of the Revolt of 1817: 


Colonialism created a social structure leading to the growth and flowering 
of the parasitic classes in the economy. This provided an instrumentality for the 
external exploitation by imperialism. The advent of the colonial rule disrupted 
the indigenous economy and substituted it for new social structure, characterized 
by de-industrialization, de-urbanization, collapse of traditional mercantile capital 
and pauperization of vast section of rural and urban classes in which, recurrent 
and intense famines became inevitable.? Tax from the land remained a primary 
source of revenue for the kings and emperors since time immemorial. 
Nevertheless, the ownership pattern of land had witnessed changes over 
centuries. In the pre-capitalist stage of Indian economy, the idea of absolute 
ownership did not exist. All classes connected with land possessed certain rights. 
Unlike, the ancient and medieval period, the British imperial rule unleashed far 
reaching changes in Indian agrarian structure. New land tenures, new land 
ownership concepts, tenancy changes and heavier demand for land revenue 
brought havoc changes, both in rural economy and social web. Adam Smith 
had said that a trader was a bad sovereign or ruler and vice versa. His opinion 
was coloured by his view of the British East India Company. However, the 
traders of the British East India Company took the business of government so 
seriously that they succeeded in building up a vast bureaucracy with its span of 
control ranging from the official on the spot through a long chain of 
intermediaries. They also change the relative rights, interests and privileges of 
various classes in the agricultural community, owning, occupying, managing 
or cultivating the lands and sharing in its produce. 
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The agrarian crises due to the Company’s policies produced a leader of 
the people, Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mahapatra, popularly known as Buxi 
Jagabandhu, he had been the traditional Buxi, military commander, of Khurda. 
His position was second only to the king in rank. For generations his family 
held the valuable estate of Rodanga Garh in Khurda. After the conversion of 
Khurda into a khasmahal under direct administration of the Company, like the 
other land holders, Jagabandhu lost not only his official Buxi position, but also 
the right of rent free land. Now he had to pay the rent in the court. Unaware of 
the bureaucratic complexities he made the payment through a middle man, 
who for sometime worked in the court at Cuttack. This man had plans to usurp 
the land in his name. He appropriated the paid rent himself and got the estate 
belonging to the Buxi auctioned in his own name. Even the Buxi’s appeal in 
higher court did not yield any result. This infuriated the Buxi to raise the banner 
of revolt, for which the Paikas and other peasants suffering similar fate were 
ready. The Khond tribes of adjoining Ghumsar also joined the revolt instantly, 
because their plight due to the loss of their traditional rights over the forest land 
under the new Company regime was also impinging on their sustenance. Further, 
the local prince of Ghumsar gave tacit support to it. Confluence of all these 
factors made the ensuing rebellion very intense and ferocious. 


The Narrative of Revolt of 1817: 


The Khurda revolt began in March 1817, when the Khonds from 
Ghumsar and the Paikas of Khurda jointly raided Banapur and attacked 
everything that symbolized the new Company’s establishment there. Even the 
mahajans and sahukars advancing loan to the peasants with the sole motive of 
appropriating their land and other valuable materials were not spared. The 
sarvarakars, the traditional rent collectors, the dalabeheras, bisbhoyis and 
zamindars joined the revolt. All these were middle level officials with a relatively 
bigger land holding and land rights combined with some local administrative 
duties. They now assumed the role of the local leaders and political mobilizers. 
Like the ordinary peasants and tenants, their plight too suffered under the new 
dispensation because of the denial of remission of rent they had enjoyed earlier 
and the rigidity in its collection under the new rule even at the time of exigencies 
like drought and other natural calamities. 


In March 1817, a 400 strong contingent of Khond tribesmen from 
Ghumsar crossed into Khurda; the Dalabeheras and Paikas joined them. The 
rebels attacked the police station and other Government buildings at Banapur, 
took away about Rs. 15,000 Government money and killed over 100 men. The 
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Salt Agent of the southern division, Mr. Becher, narrowly escaped from this 
popular fury. However, his boat on the Chilka Lake was captured and plundered. 
The rebels then marched on Khurda. More crowds Joined them on the way, 
because of their success at Banapur. The officials stationed at dared not offer 
any resistance and fled away for safety. All the government buildings were 
burnt to the ground and the treasury was sacked. A part of rebel contingent 
moved to Lembai, where it killed a sarvarkar( rent collector), Charan Patnaik, 
for he was suspected to be a Company loyalist. The magistrate of Cuttack moved 
to Khurda to control the rebellion. By the beginning of April 1817, the number 
of rebels had swelled to about 3000. They constantly attacked the government 
forces thereby forcing the Magistrate to retreat to Cuttack on 4 April 1817. 
However, in the ensuing encounter, Lt. Faris, who accompanied the Magistrate, 
was killed. 


The rebels under the leadership of the Buxi also reached Puri and requested 
Mukunda Deva II, the former king of Khurda and a pensioner confined to Puri, 
to join them and to lead the revolt. The pensioner king did not join, but had his 
sympathy for the revolt. Taking advantage of the crises, he gathered courage to 
come out of the confinement and made elaborate preparations for leaving Puri. 
The pilgrim city, Puri came under the control of the rebels. The covert support 
of the prince in Puri gave strength and popular legitimacy to them. The Magistrate 
of Cuttack recommended that once the Company re-gained control over this 
most important pilgrim city, the prince should be removed to Cuttack, the 
Company’s headquarter in Odisha. A reward of Rs. 5000 was also announced 
on the head of the rebel sirdars on 12 April 1817 and martial law was imposed 
in the entire Khurda territory. 


On 12 April 1817 the rebels burnt the government cutchery and several 
other public buildings in Puri. The private houses of the Europeans were also 
not spared. In the resultant clash 15 rebels were killed and many more were 
wounded. But, very soon more people joined the rebels. The priests of the 
temple openly proclaimed the fall of British rule and the restoration of the 
king’s rule in Odisha. This created a mass upsurge forcing the European officials 
stationed in Puri to leave for Cuttack, where they safely reached on 18 April 
1817. 


By the second half of April, 1817 martial law had been proclaimed in 
Puri, Pipli, Lembai, Kotdesh, Khurda and Banapur. All communications between 
Cuttack and southern part of the province were completely cut off. By the end 
of April 1817, the British swung into action and repressive mode. An armed 
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British contingent returned to Puri and took the prince to Cuttack as their captive, 
There were attempts to rescue the prince on the way. Some 2500 rebels 
encountered the British forces escorting the prince. But, their attempts proved 
futile, because the British used modern arms and scared the mass of crowd. 
The rebels consisting of the Paikas and the ordinary village people had only 
traditional arms, which were no match to the British arms. On 11 May 1817 the 
prince reached Cuttack as a Company prisoner and was placed in close 
confinement in the Barabati fort till his death on 30 November 1817. By the 
end of May 1817 the revolt had been effectively suppressed, although the tensions 
continued to prevail and repressive measures under martial law unremittingly 
continued till April 1818. Many rebels were arrested; summary trials were 
conducted and harsh punishments were given to them. 


The flare-up of popular sympathies outside Khurda: 


It is true that most of the events related to the revolt took place in the 
Khurda region. It was most formidable there. The Paikas of Khurda were most 
active under their leader Jagabandhu Bidyadhar. The Khonds from Ghumsar 
had rushed to Khurda to join the revolt there. However, the Paikas all over the 
southern and eastern parts of the province were not reluctant in their support to 
Khurda. They burnt the police stations of Asareswar, Tiran, Hariharpur, Gop 
and committed many violent activities there. The prince of Kujang and Kanika 
also secretly helped the rebels. The princes of Ghumsar, Nayagarh and Ranapur 
were often warned for protecting the absconding rebels of Khurda. When the 
British troops reached Kujang to take control of the situation in September 
1817, the Paikas attacked their boats in Paradip. On 19 September 1817 in a 
similar event some 2000 Paikas and the local people of Kujang encountered 
the British troops, but were over powered and routed completely. Besides the 
local prince of Kujang, the other prominent rebel leaders there were Narayan 
Paramguru and Bamdev Patjoshi. 


The Paikas of Gop adjoing Khurda under their leader Karunakar Sirdar 
[Sardar] raised the banner of revolt in June 1817. The police station was burnt. 
The rebels deserted the village fearing British retaliation. It was a common 
practice for the British troops to burn the rebel villages to scare the rebels. 


The Aftermath of Revolt: 
The 1817 was a major revolt in Odisha. It broke out in Khurda and 


extended more or less to the greater part of the province. As G. Toynbee, who 
worked as Revenue Superintendent of Cuttack later, accepted in his writing, 
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Sketch of the History of Orissa: From 1803-1] 828, (1873), when he said, “... it 
doubtless appeared to many of the proprietors that our reign was at an end, and 
that we were about to be driven out of the country”. It was an unequal battle in 


which the British were clearly at the upper end, but the rebels gave a tough 
fight, because of their determination to fight. 


Even after the suppression of the revolt, the Buxi and some of his close 
associates like Krushna Chandra Bhramorbar Ray, Gopal Chhotrai and Pindaki 
Bahubalendra absconded and remained at large for a long time, despite the 
government efforts to nab them dead or alive. The Government’s failure was 
largely due to the popular support the rebels enjoyed throughout. Even the 
princes of Nayagarh and Ranapur were ‘suspected’ to have helped the rebels in 
their absconding. In December 1817, the rebels even regrouped themselves 
under the leadership of Gopal Chhotrai and took another political trajectory in 
the form of robbing and looting of the houses of the supporters of the 
Government. They dissuaded the peasants from paying revenue to the 
Government. In a conciliatory move, in order to pacify the situation, the 
Company Government offered general amnesty to all the rebels except their 
main leaders. It was also notified in 1818 that the balances of previous years 
and the interest on all revenue arrears would be remitted to those peasants, who 
would pay up in full for year 1817-18. This was a big concession to assuage the 
feelings of peasants. The Buxi was finally convinced to surrender in 1825. He 
was given a monthly pension of Rs. 150 and was confined to Cuttack, where he 
died in 1829. His trusted Dewan, Krushna Chandra Bhramarbar Rai, also 
surrendered and was confined to Cuttack. 


In the mean while, preparations were made for the conviction of the ‘grave 
offenders’ or the more active rebels. A Military Commission was set up in May 
1817 and General Sir Gabriel Martindell was deputed to act as its Commissioner 
to oversee the trial. He reported against 268 persons and awarded punishment 
to them. Gopal Chhotrai and four of his associates Vishnu Paikari, Ram Singh, 
Nar Singh and Nath Pradhan were sentenced to death for treason. Parasuram 
Patnaik and Sachidanand Patnaik were also given death sentences for the 
offences of murder. Another group of prominent 103 rebels were deported for 
life and 55 others were given varied terms of rigorous imprisonment. 


The Ewer Report: 


Mr. Walter Ewer was an associate of General Gabriel Martindell in the 
Military Commission in Khurda. Mr. Ewer also conducted a Commission of 
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Inquiry to investigate the causes of the revolt. Its Report which came to be 
known as the Ewer’s Report was submitted in May 1818. The report discussed 
the causes of the revolt in great details and concluded that the revolt was due to 
the ruinous effects of maladministration, abuse of power and wide-spread 
corruption in the bureaucracy. It also pointed out economic factors like the 
evils of the new revenue system, the replacement of the cowry cells by rupee 
currency and the decline of local salt manufacturing and salt trade leaving a 
large section of the local community jobless. The Report concluded that all 
these economic changes had pauperized the peasants and forced them to revolt. 


Conclusion 


A close reading of the Ewer Report suggests that the Paika Revolt of 
1817 was essentially a peasant movement. The Paikas played an instrumental 
role in it, because besides being peasants, they had been the armed militia with 
traditional arms in their possession. The dispossessed sirdars, military 
commanders, zamindars and rent collectors emerged as the main leaders. 
However, all the classes had extended their overt and covert support to the 
rebels. It was, because of such support, the rebel leaders could not be 
apprehended for quite some time even after the suppression of the revolt. This 
became feasible because the Company transformed indigenous agrarian social 
hierarchy and became the major claimant of agrarian social surplus in 
comparison to all other previous claimants. 


The Khurda revolt of 1817 was a remarkable chapter not only in the 
history of modern Odisha, but also in the history of the anti-colonial struggle in 
India. It occurred soon after the British occupation of the province in 1803 and 
set the great tradition of defiance and resistance to the colonial rule in India. If 
the Great Revolt of 1857 was the culmination of a century long tradition of 
civil revolts, the Khurda revolt of 1817 was a precursor to that. It could be seen 
as a minuscule of the Revolt of 1857. Even after its suppression, Khurda rose 
in revolt in 1827. During the Non-cooperation movement of 1920s, it remained 
a nationalist stronghold and had prepared for a no-rent campaign in Khurda’s 
Pichukoli village on the pattern of Bardoli campaign, which Gandhi suspended 
due to the Chauri Chaura incident in February 1922. This suggests that the 
tradition of defiance to the colonial rule persisted in Khurda throughout the 
period. 


Whether it was the revolt of Jayee Rajguru (1804) or the revolt of Buxi 
Jagabandhu (1817), the Paika uprising in Khurda has to been seen in the social 
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setting of the early 19® century. It was one of the numerous civil uprisings 
against the British in the country. The sudden changes brought by the East 
India Company in the local economy and polity upset the traditional social 
fabric. The changes worsened the situation, which resulted in such civil revolts. 
The people’s deep sense of pride and respect for the locality, religion, social 
customs and traditions played a pivotal role in their coming into the revolts. 
Because of the pressure, at times some of the rebels even surrendered and 
accepted to be the pensioners of the Government. However, each one of the 
cases has to be understood in their specific contexts. We should neither eulogize 
them as ‘nationalists’ in a spiritual biography of nation, nor drub them as 
‘betrayers’ in an equally fallacious and a-historical manner. A more nuanced 
approach would be not to make any gradation or ranking of such revolts in 
hierarchical ‘greater’ or ‘lesser’. These political episodes of history were largely 
a product of their times and need to be evaluated for their historical significance 
in their interface with the British rule. Locating the Buxi or the Paikas at a 
higher historical pedestal than the other anti-British rebels would be, probably, 
an injustice to the great and long tradition of struggle against the alien colonial 
rule in the country. Their analysis in an objective, rational and scientific basis 
without any bias and imposition of the present on these early 19® century revolts 
would only make their study lively and relevant today. The leaders of such 
revolt were often the superior claimants in agricultural production in the 
indigenous social hierarchy and they were driven to revolt when alien rule 
interfered with this social hierarchy and reduced their position while claiming 
major share of agrarian social surplus for itself. If commemorating the 200th 
year of the Khurda Revolt in 2017 does not become a window to the new 
generation to peep into the various facets of the anti-colonial nationalist struggle 
‘of the nation, the objective may not be realized. 


(I am thankful to Prof. Shri Krishan for his comments and input on the 
draft.) 


(The author is Professor of History at the Regional Institute of Education, 
Bhubaneswar. His book, National Movement and Politics in Orissa: 1920-29, is 
published by the SAGE Publishers, New Delhi, in 2008. He has translated Bipan 
Chandra’s History of Modern India and Romila Thapar’s Early India into Odia. 
He can be contacted at pritishacharya0123@yahoo.co.in.) 
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THE REVOLT OF 1817 — 
ITS CAUSES AND IMPORTANCE 


Dr. Hemant Kumar Parija 


The British occupied Odisha in three phases — Ganjam district and adjoining 
areas in 1765, Cuttack, Puri and Balasore districts in 1803 and Sambalpur and 
other parts of western Odisha in 1817. It took more than 50 years to occupy 
Odisha. With the establishment of the British rule, important administrative 
changes took place, which seriously affected the socio-economic life of the 
people. India witnessed sporadic protests against the British rule. The revolt of 
1817 (popularly known as the Paik Rebellion) in Khurdha is one such revolt 
which was mostly led by the Paiks (peasant militia) of Khurdha. They belonged 
to the cultivating class but they served as soldiers at times of war. The leader of 
the revolt was Buxi Jagabandhu Bidyadhara Bhramarabara Ray Mohapatra, 
who was the military commander of the Raja of Khurdha. In rank he was next 
to the Raja. 


The causes of the Revolt are many — 


I) Defective and Harsh land revenue system. 


The British Govt. introduced short-term and revenue settlement, which 
adversely affected the Ryots and the Zamindars. The short term settlement for 
one, two or three years led to repeated assessment and sometimes over- 
assessment. The authorities did not take into account the condition of land with 
regard to their productive capacity. There was no uniform assessment between 
different estates. Land previously free of tax were brought under assessment. 
The method of collection of land revenue was harsh and vigorous. During the 
Maratha rule defaulting Zamindars were treated leniently and prayer for 
remission of revenue at the time of natural calamities were considered 
sympathetically. But under the British rule such facilities were not extended. In 
1806-07 when there was a draught, followed by flood in the next year, and the 
Zamindars prayed for remission of taxes, the British Govt. rejected their prayers 
and rudely pointed out that it was their misfortune and not the fault of the Govt. 
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The heavy and ever-increasing assessments ruined the Zamindars. Failing 
to pay revenue regularly, they fell into arrears, and had to barrow from Mahajanas 
(money — lenders) at the rate of 25% to 30% compound interest. The Govt. 
failed to understand the situation. Rather it resorted to arrest of defaulting 
Zamindars or auction of the estates at Calcutta (Kolkata). Since the Odia 
Zamindars found it difficult to take part in the auction at Calcutta, The Estates 
were taken on auction by the Bengalies, who were absolute strangers in Odisha. 
They never came to their Estates, which was managed by their agents. There 
was the rise of absentee land lordism, which proved ruinous for the royats. This 
hurt the sentiment of the Common People. 


2) Resumption of Paik Land. 


Under the Moghuls and the Marathas, the Paiks, Daleis, Dalabeheras and 
other Peasant Militia race generally enjoyed their ‘Jagirs’ free of rent. When 
the king of Khurdha was dispossessed of the estate, the British felt that the 
services of the military chiefs were no longer required and so, the rent-free land 
they enjoyed should be liable to regular assessment. In the first settlement in 
1804 the Govt. resumed all the free-land of the Paiks, Dalbeheras and Dalais 
and their lands were assessed like the lands of ordinary Royats. Many of them 
were forced to relinquish their Jagirs when they failed to pay land-rent. Their 
number was more than 10,000 and they revolted against this unjust policy. 


3. The Currency system. 


From very ancient times, caurie was the chief currency and it was accepted 
as the medium of exchange. During the British rule, there was scarcity of caurie 
and it became difficult to purchase small articles from the market. In 1804 
Govt. introduced the silver sicca rupee, which had been in vogue in Bengal. 
The Zamindars and farmers were asked to pay their revenue in silver sicca 
rupee only. After 1808 the Govt. stopped receiving caurie currency. AS a result, 
the price of cauries began to fall and demand for silver sicca increased. 
Unfortunately, there was scarcity of silver in the province of Bengal and the 
Govt. failed to meet increasing demand to silver. The depreciation of caurie 
ruined the Zamindars financially. They had to borrow many from the Mahajanas 
at a higher rate of interest and they in turn imposed higher rates on the tenants. 
The ultimate burden fell on the Royats, prices of foodstuff increased. The 
common people who were accustomed to courie currency, could not easily 
accept the new currency. This resulted in the increased of their misery. 
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4. Defective Salt Policy 


The long sea-coast of Odisha produced huge quantities of finest salt of all 
India. In 1804, they introduced salt monopoly and the price of salt was fixed at 
Rs. 2/- per mound. After Regulation XII of 1804, the cost of salt rose suddenly 
to as high as Rs. 3/- to Rs. 4/- per mound. The high price of salt hit the common 
consumers very hard. Lower-class people could not obtain the essential article. 
The rice was more than six times the average price of the commodity in the 
Maratha period. 


5. Defective Judicial system. 


The newly established British judicial system was not only complex but 
also baffling. The common people had no idea of the law or the court procedure 
introduced by the Govt. They had to depend entirely on the Vakils or Amlas, 
who exploited the people. 


6. Police Oppression. 


Earlier, the Amils appointed Khandayats who maintained law and order in 
their territories with the help of the Chaukidars. But the British brought about 
radical changes in Police administration. Thanas were established with one 
Daroga, one Mohrir, and one Jamadar. They enjoyed unlimited power. They 
were cruel, corrupt and oppressive. Their highhanded dealings led to resentment 
among the people. 


7. Appointment of outsiders as officers. 


During the Maratha rule, there were many experienced Odia officers who 
served the Govt. in various capacity. But the British had no confidence on 
those Odia officers and they employed a large number of outsiders, mostly 
Bengalis and Muslims. This created discontentment among the Odias. The 
outside “Amlas” utilized their position and acquired huge wealth illegally. 
Almost all of them were engaged in private trade, which irritated the people. 


1. Ill-Treatment to the Raja of Khurdha. 


The British occupied coastal Odisha in 1803. Mukundadeva II, the minor 
Raja of Khurdha had welcomed the English and had promised to help them 
against the Marathas. The British on the other hand had promised to pay the 
Raja rupees one lakh and to return the four parganas of Limbai, Rahang Sera! 
and Chabiskud to the Raja. But after the conquest of coastal Odisha, the British 
did not fulfill the promise and paid Rs. 50,000/- only when Jayee Rajaguru, the 
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hereditary priest of the Raja put the demand before the British Agent at Cuttack. 
Regarding the four parganas the British reply was that “not a span of land 
could be spared.” The Raja and Jayee Rajaguru were shocked at the “Volta 
facie” of the British authorities and decided to avenge the insult. They revolted 
in 1804 but could not stand before the mighty British power. Both were arrested. 
After a mockery of trial, Jayee Rajaguru was brutally killed in Dec. 1806. The 
Raja was pardoned and released in March, 1807. He was not allowed to go to 
Khurdha. He was kept at Puri and debared from entering into Khurdha. He was 
acknowledged as a private land-holder and was entrusted with the management 
of the Jagannath temple. He became a king without kingdom. The ill-treatment 
to the Raja and the loss of the independence of Khurdha shocked the common 
people. 


2. Grievances of Buxi Jagabandhu. 


Buxi Jagabandhu, the Commandar-in-Chief of the Raja of Khurdha, was 
holding the post hereditarily. He was assigned large Jagirs called “Buxibar” 
including the killa Rorung for his maintenance. When Khurdha was annexed 
by the British Jagabandhu lost all his rent-free lands. He was paying the rent as 
an ordinary Royat regularly since 1804. But later on he found that the revenue 
paid by him in the treasury was misappropriated by a Bengali speculator named 
Krushna Chandra Singh and other revenue officials. In 1809 the Killa Rorung 
was put to sale for the recovery of arrear dues. Thus he was deprived of the 
estate by a conspiracy. He vehimently resisted when Krishna Chandra Singh 
came to take possession of the Killa Rorung. He appealed to the Commissioner 
of Cuttack against this conspiracy and requested to restore his legitimate right 
over the Estate. Though the British authorities were convinced of the legitimacy 
of his claim over Rorung, yet they advised the Buxi to appeal in the regular 
court of law. But in the court of law, he could not stand before the shrewd 
manipulative action of Krushna Chandra Singh. When the final order of the 
Govt. became known, his complaints became futile. He became utterly desperate 
and vehemently oposed the order. Deprived of his Rorung estate, he became a 
pauper and had to maintain himself and his family from voluntary contributions 
of the people. The people, particularly the Paiks, were unhappy with the British 
Govt. He decided to exploit the situation and to revolt against the British Govt. 


The Course of the War. 


The rebellion started in the last week of March, 1817, when around 400 
kandh chuhars from Ghumsar marched to the Banpur area and started attacking 
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and looting Govt. offices Almost at the same time the Paiks of Khurdha rose 
into revolt and joined the Kandhs. The Paiks and Dalbeheras joined on the way 
and burnt Govt. offices and looted treasury. Seeing the movement taking a 
serious turn the British authorities from Cuttack sent military force to control 
the situation. The revolt spread like wild fire to Nimapara, Puri, Pipli, Limbai, 
Gop, Kujanga, Marichpur, Harishpur, Kanika, Pattamundai and near by areas, 
Every where burning and loot of Govt. Offices and threasuries, murder and 
lawlessness took place. The priest of the temple of Jagannath at Puri welcomed 
the rebels, proclaimed the fall of the British Govt. and restoration of the Raja of 
Puri. To forestall and possibility of the Raja taking the leadership of the rebels, 
the Raja and his family were brought from Puri to Cuttack. 


However, the rebels were no match to the English force. By May, 1817 the 
Rebellion at Khurdha, Puri and Pipli were suppressed. Due to approach of 
rainy season, suppression of the revolt at Kujang was delayed upto end of Sept. 
1818. But Buxi and his close followers could not be captured. The rebels fled 
away to the jungles and from there started the Guerrila warfare. For long eight 
years the Buxi carried out his wars against the British with the secret help and 
assistance of the people of Khurdha and the Rajas of Ghumsar and Nayagarh. 
They took resort to loot, decoity and murder. Dut to the disturbances the situation 
became so serious that the Govt. had to think of some other method to suppress 
it. The Govt. realized that the best way to restore law and order in the area was 
not by military force but by grant of general pardon to the commonrebels, so 
that their leaders would be helpless. By declaration of general amnesty by the 
Govt. many rebels surrendered and returned home. The landed properties of 
the Buxi and his principal followers were confiscated. His family membes — 
wives, sons and relatives - were imprisoned at Barabati fort at Cutack. But 
Buxi did not surrender and carried out his underground activities from the 
jungles. But through the mediation of the Raja of Nayagarh, at last he and his 
principal associates agreed to surrender and to accept the peace terms offered 
by the Govt. On 27* May, 1825 he surrendered to the British Govt. at Cuttack 
with a Govt. pension. He stayed there with his family members till his death on 
24% Jan. 1829. 


Importance of the Revolt of 1817 


The revolt of 1817 was significant land mark, which profoundly influenced 
the subsequent history of Odisha. But the revolt of 1817, unlike the Revolt of 
1857, has not been given due importance at the all-India level. This Revolt, 
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which took place within thirteen years of the British occupation of Odisha, 
shook the very foundation of the British rule, if not in the whole of Odisha, 
atleast in the territory of Khurdha. However, historians have different opinions 
on the importance of the Revolt. Some consider the Revolt of 1817 as an 
“insurrection that lacked organization and co-ordination”. It was not pre-planned 
and the Revolt broke out on the splur of the moment. Prof. N.K. Sahu holds the 
view that “it was not a conscious attempt of the disgruntled paiks to terminate 
the British rule in Odisha. It was not widely popular.” Sri Pravat Mukharjee 
also considers that the Revolt was not a planned one and many of them were 
motivated by plunder. Some other historians consider the revolt as a “Feudal 


and agrarian uprising” — rebellion of dispossessed Paikas of the ex-Raja of 
Khurdha. 


They further point out that the leadership provided by the Buxi was 
motivated by personal interest. When Khurdha was occupied by the British in 
1804 and the Paiks, the Daleis and the Dalbeheras were dispossessed of their 
rent-free lands, Buxi accepted the situation and regularly paid the rent. When 
Jayee Rajaguru raised the banner of revolt against the British authorities in 
1804, Buxi was no where to be found. It was only when Buxi was fraudulently 
dispossessed of his Rorung estate he motivated the discontented Paiks of 
Khurdha and revolted against the British authorities in 1817. People followed 
him because of his rank and position in Khurdha as next to the Raja. Had he 
not been dispossessed of Killa Rorung, he would not have revolted. 


The Buxi is also criticized for surrendering to the Govt. for a pension and 
for living a peaceful life at Cuttack under the protection of the English Govt. In 
comparison to the severe punishments like death sentence and transportation 
for life meted out to some of his close followers, the punishment given to Buxi 
was lenient and he enjoyed a peacefull life with pension. So, his critics pointout 
that he started the revolt for personal interest and ended the Revolt also with 
personal interest. 


The colonial historians also underestimated the importance of the Revolt. 
Walter Ewer, who was entrusted with the work to enquire into the causes of the 
Revolt, described the Revolt as “Quite an isolated movement prompted by 
despair, hatred and thirst for revenge on the part of Buxi J agabandhu. see The 
Rebellion had taken place in a portion of the district and was distinctly and 


Péculiarly circumstanced.” 


PRECURSOR TO FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN INDIA 1/105 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


However, other historian consider the Revolt of 1817 as a nationalist 
movement, aimed to overthrow the English rule and to restore the Raja of 
Khurdha on the throne. The general discontent of the people against the colonial 
rule led to the Revolt. The over-assessment of revenue, dispossession of rentfree 
land depreciation of caurie currency and introduction of silver sicca rupees, 
monopoly over salt manufacture and salt trade, defective judicial system, corrupt 
Amlas, oppression of Daroghas, exclusion of Odias from govt. services and 
wide gulf between the alien Govt. and the Odias led to the Revolt. Dispossession 
of Jagabandhu’s hereditary estate of Rorung may be one of the causes but it 
was not the sole cause. It was the general dissatisfaction of the people which 
caused the Revolt. 


The area over which the Revolt spread also did not remain confined to 
Khurdha area alone. Though the storm centre centered round Khurdha, Kanika 
and Kujanga, it spread over a wider area comprising Pipli, Puri, Nimapara, 
Banpur, Marichpur, Harishpur, Pattamundei and nearby areas. The Rajas of 
Nayagarh, Ghumsar and Sheragarh gave him shelter and help. He even sent a 
‘Duta’ Bhup Singh to Nagpur to secure help from the Bhonsla Raja. His plan 
was to get more and more support from the people as well as rulers to oust the 
English from Khurdha and to restore the Raja of Khurdha on the throne. As 
Buxi announced — “Let Maharaja Ramachandra Deva III be placed on the Gadee 
of Khurdha, all will be well.” 


Regarding the manner in which Buxi surrendered, they argue that it was 
not his defeat but the defeat of the British Govt. As Mr. R. Hunter, a British 
officer commented — “They (the British) had virtually had to admit defeat by 
offering him (Jagabandhu) pardon,. Though Jagabandhu surrendered himself 
he was really the victor in the fight between him and the British.” 


On the intensity of the Revolt a British historian comments that it was “a 
varitable storm that burst with such relentless fury as to threaten the expulsion 
of the British, if not from the whole of Odisha, at least from the territory of 
Khurdha. 


Prof. B.C. Ray, who has written a well-documented and thoroughly 
researched work on the Buxi calls the Revolt of 1817 as the first Indian Indepence 
movement to free the motherland from the foreign yoke. Following him Dr. 
P.K. Patnaik also calls the Revolt as the first Indian war of Independence. Prof. 
Ray compares the Revolt of 1817 with the Great Revolt of 1857. Although 
both the revolts aimed at ousting the British from India, yet the Revolt of 1817 
was superior in terms of leadership and strategy. He claims that Buxi provided 
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better leadership than Nana Saheb, Tantia Tope and Laxmi Bai. And that he 
carried out his fighting for a longer period by taking recourse to guerrilla 
methods. He also compares the Revolt of 1817 with the quit India movement 
of 1942 in terms of methods like attack on Govt. institutions, Offices and non- 
payment of taxes. 


These are two extreme views. But an impartial view will lead us to the 
conclusion that neither the Revolt of 1817 was a mere local insurrection, which 
lacked planning, leadership and was an isolated movement, nor was it the first 
war of Independence and the Buxi “The pathfinder of freedom movements of 
India". Before the Khurdha Revolt of 1817 a number of revolts took place in 
different parts of India. Even in Odisha Parlakhemudi revolted against the British 
Govt. in 1778. If we consider the total scenario at an all-India level, we come 
across some important revolts like the Sanyasi Revolt in Bengal (1773), the 
Chuar revolt (1766), The Gangapur and Dinajpur revolt (1783), the Vishnupur 
and Birbhum revolt (1799), the Vijayanagaram revolt (1794), the Polgar revolt 
(1790) etc. According to Prof. Irfan Habib as many as 960 revolts — big and 
small brokeout in different parts of India before the Great Revolt of 1857. The 
reasons of the revolts are mainly faulty revenue policy of the British Govt. 


The Revolt of 1817 was undoubtedly one of the great revolts, which gave 

a great shock to the British Govt., It was one of the first blows against British 

imperialism. It is immaterial whether the Revolt of 1817 was the first war of 

Indian independence or the Buxi the pathfinder of freedom movements in India. 

The importance lies in the fact that the Revolt of 1817 stood supreme among 
the many regional struggles. 

Former Registrar, FM. University 

Palasuni, Bhubaneswar 
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THE LEGENDARY REVOLUTIONARY : 
KRUTTIBAS PATTSAN! 


Parasuram Harichandan 


Banapur, the famous birth place of the poet laureate Raghunath 
Harichandan, the composer of ‘Sakuntala Vilas’ is not only a centre of literature, 
but also a major ‘Shakti’ pitha. The hills and forests, the rivers and the fountains, 
the lakes and the ponds inspire a poetic outburst and at the same time the furies 
of nature and the military tradition have produced great warriors. Surrounded 
by hills and forests, Banapur had always been formidable for the enemies to 
conquer. So the defeated enemies sing "- The top of Soleri, the bend of Bhaleri, 
the river Kansari, the Banapuri brothers, are never to be trusted.”. 


The revolutionary Kruttibas Pattsani was the son of this Banapur. He was 
born in a small village named Deogan His father’s name was Shyam Sundar 
Pattsani. Kruttibas was his eldest son, the other being Upendra, the younger 
one. As per the family tradition he became the Dalabehera or ruler of Banapur 
Mala Satakosh. He was very meek and mild in his childhood. No body knew, 
one day he would turn out to be a fierce revolutionary. The young Kruttibas 
showed his expertise in wrestling, games, horse-riding and sword-play as was 
the family vocation. With his strong and muscular body and handsome look, he 
was an incomparable fighter. It is said that he was very handsome to look at. He 
was skilled in using bows and arrows. But he showed his great acumen in 
using wheel and sword. It was believed that even bullet could not penetrate 
when he was using sword, nor any warrior could dare to come near him. 


He was very much fond of the shield and the sword. He was not famous 
for his strength or his fighting skills. His extra-ordinary love for mother land 
made him great. When the English took over Odisha, his independent mind 
began to think of protesting against it. After seeing the cruelties and oppression 
inflicted upon people; he took an oath to drive out the British. Initially he had 
formed a terrorist group with a few paikas and friends. Sometimes they were 
looting government money and were killing the English and employees of the 
Company government. The revolution was just getting momentum. The growing 
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discontent finally exploded at the call of Bakshi Jagabandhu and covered the 
whole of Khurda in the form of an armed rebellion. The revolution that took 


place in Banapur is known as “Panchua Faturi” and the hero of this revolution 
was Kruttibas Pattsani. 


In the primary stage of British rule, the whole atomosphere of Khurda 
was suffocated with the oppression and torture of the English people and the 
Bengali and Muslim officials who were obliged to the British rule since ages. 
There was a well co-ordinated village-rule which was the strong infrastructure 
over which the edifice of the kingdom had been built. Its specialty, originality 
and dynamism are found nowhere else. The whole of Khurda had been divided 
into groups of villages. Each group remained under a Garh. The head of the 
garh was a Khandapati or Khandayat or Dalapati or Dalabehera. Besides this, 
in each garh there were Kauda Bhagia, Bhuinmula, Kothakarana, Baithikarana, 
Dala Karana, Sima Karana, Bishoi and Dalei etc. linked with the administration 
and there were Paikas skilled in fighting and some army people. Nayak, Pradhan, 
Bhoi and Paikas were there to manage each of the villages. While managing 
the administration of their villages in a smooth manner they were depositing 
the tax in time in the treasury. At the time of war, they used to join the King’s 
force. They were not drawing salary for that. They were enjoying lands free of 
rent known as ‘Jagirs?. 


There were twenty six kinds of Jagir in Khurda besides the Jagirdars 
mentioned above, there were carpenter, blacksmiths, boatmen, grama sevaks, 
brahmanas and priests who also used to enjoy non-taxable lands. They were 
performing their duties sincerely. They used to live like one family. Their sweet 
relationship is still reflected in the celebration of Vijaya Dashami even now. 


As the English perceived that there was a solid unity among the people at 
the rural level because of the solid infrastructure, they decided to deliver the 
first blow to it. With the introduction of new land settlement act, the jagirs of 
paikas and others were confiscated. Their intention was to create a rift in that 
unity structure. That also really happened. People lost their non-taxable lands 
and some others took liberty of the law and started owning those lands. 

After nearly demolishing the solidarity of the people, then the English 
introduced very stringent arms act. The Akhadas of Paikas became non- 
functional. The Paikas buried their traditional weapons under ground. With a 
severe jolt to the military power, the English also conspired to destroy the 
economic fabric of the kingdom. The cruel salt act, the forest law etc. were 
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imposed and new taxes were levied on lands. Even the tribal people living in 
their own way for generations together were also affected by the laws of the 
British administration. 


The people used to pay tax in ‘Kaudi’. It was demonetized, and they were 
forced to pay taxes in rupee. Five to seven thousand kaudis cost one rupee. 
People had not been habituated with this kind of tax payment system. It affected 
them. Moreover, they were tortured by the Bengali and Muslim officials for not 
being able to pay the tax. The women were also victims of their torture. It was 
too much for the Paikas to tolerate. 


And when Bakshi Samanta’s Rodanga Jamindari was taken away by a 
conspiracy hatched by Krushna Chandra Singh, the Paikas rallied under the 
Bakshi and were now ready to fight for their rights. 


Banapur was the favourite place for Bakshi. He used to stay in the secret 
places in the hills and forests. Still, there are relics of his visit to this place. 
Bakshi was not being allowed to visit Banapur, as the English apprehended 
that his presence would unite the Pikas again. As the restrictions became more 
severe, Bakshi could not come to Banapur. So he depended upon his faithful 
colleague Kruttibas. At the instruction of Bakshi, Kruttibas increased his terrorist 
gang and took the sole responsibility of revolution in Banapur. 


Many Paikas joined the revolution, while some others did not raise their 
arms out of fear and some others gave up fighting for their own selfish interests. 
People like Charan Pattnaik, Fateh Ahmed etc. turned traitors and supplied all 
information regarding the movement of the paikas to the British government. 
Still then, Kruttibas with limited Kandhas and Paikas decided to raise arms 
against the company rule and to save Banapur from foreign rule. 


In his youth, he was the burning symbol of courage, patriotism, physical 
strength and daredevilty, He gave a call to the soldiers of Banapur to give up 
their lethargic attitude and start fighting against the British. The Kandha leader 
Lochana Sardar became Kruttibas’s right hand in the revolution. 


Lochana Kondha Sardar’s birth place might have been at Ghumusar. He 
had settled in Banapur. He was expert in using bows and arrows. He also knew 
black magic. When he was acquitted by the court, he did not accept the order 
and preferred the punishment of exile. 


Lochana was the body guard, advisor, assistant, brother, relative, and 
friend, all rolled into one, of Kruttibas. 
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Panchua Faturi 


Kruttibas had already formed a name for himself for his terrorist activities 
before the Paika uprising. Once he sent two of his young aides to Mr. Fleming 
who was camping in Khurda. These two entered the camp, fired, but the bullets 
missed the target. They could come out from there before being hurt. 


Paika Uprising had spread all over Odisha. While Bakshi was leading in 
Khurda, Bamadev Pattjoshi and Narayan Paramguru led in Kujanga Kanika 
and Karuna kar Sardar raised his arms against the British in Gopa. Kruttibas 
was leading from Banapur. 


Giving up the luxury of a normal life, Kruttibas went and stayed in deep 
forest along with his close trust worthy aids. He setup an armoury of traditional 
weapons in the dark cave of Bhandara hills of Arangagarh. 


Kruttibas thought of waging gorilla war against the British. The revolution 
spread like fire to all parts of Banapur. The rebels believed in secret and sudden 
attacks which paid rich dividends. 


There was a new police station at Banapur. It was attacked at midnight. 
Many police officials were killed and some other ran away saving their lives. 
The police station was looted along with the money that had been saved there. 


Sepoys were sent to put down the rebellion. But it was difficult for them 
to fight with the enemies expert in gorilla war. Once, being informed by the 
ungrateful traitors, the British force attacked Kruttibas and his gang., but the 
Britishers suffered heavy casualties as they could not fight the enemies who 
were expert in secret and sudden attacks. The Britishers had to finally leave 
Banapur. Banapur now came under the rebels. 


As Bakshi could not come to Banapur to take the charge of ruling it, to 
restore trust in people the clever Kruttibas thought of a plan. A milkman named 
‘Panchua’ had come from Gada Rodanga to Banapur to buy an ox. He was 
caught hold of by the Paikas with the hope that he would deliver some 
information about Bakshi. Because his appearance closely resembled that of 
Bakshi. He was dressed like Bakshi and installed on the throne in the name of 
Sharan Singh. ‘Panchua Faturi’ is derived from his name. 


After the victory over Banapur, the rebels now proceeded and joined 
Bakshi. Kruttibas, Lochana, and some other Paikas stayed back in Banapur to 
keep control of things. ‘Kruttibas hoped that the allied forces of Paikas would 
defeat the English force. But after winning the war in the beginning, in the 
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absence of Bakshi, the Paikas were defeated. This was the last war for 
independence in Odisha”. 


The rebels were arrested and some were hanged or exiled. But Kruttibas 
still remained at large. A huge landed property and gifts were announced on his 
head. Nobody was prepared to face Kruttibas. Only his uncle-in-law Dalabehera 
Basudev Narendra Singh could do it. 


Basudev Narendra Singh was offered huge bribes by the British 
Government. Kruttibas and Basudev could never come close to each other 
because of opposite mind-sets. Basudev sided with the Britisher for his own 
petty gains. He would have been once killed by the Paikas. But he was saved by 
his courageous sister-un-law on that occasion. But he had to run away to 
Khallikot. 


As Basudev was spending his life in Khallikote as an exile, he was always 
thinking of avenging his insult. The opportune time came when the British 
gave him assurance of his safety and he returned to Banapur. He was settled at 
Bhimpur. A compromise was reached between him and Kruttibas, but there 
was a conspiring idea larking in the head of Basudev. He had made a secret 
deal with the English to ruin Kruttibas. 


At that time, Khurda had come under complete control of the British. But 
still things were not smooth in Banapur because of the activities of Kruttibas. 
They used Basudev to lure Kruttibas to his house where he would be 
apprehended. 


There is a huge idol of Ugratara at Hantuhada. She was the presiding 
deity of Bankada garh. Kruttibas used to go there for darshan of the goddess 
everyday. He used to come in the early darkness of the morning to the deity. 
Basudev knew about it. Basudev met Kruttibas several times and tried to bring 
him closer to him by his deceitful behavior. Kruttibas’s iron heart finally melted 
and accepted his friendship. 


Kruttibas’s wife was used as a bet. But she was devoted to her husband 
and was very soft-hearted. She was cowardish and emotional. She did not 
deserve to be the wife of such a daredevil revolutionary. She had tried to persude 
her husband to give up the path of violent revolution. There was a minor rift 
and the couple were living separately. 

On that day, he could not refuse the invitation of Basudev and reached his 
house. He had been informed falsely that his wife was in deathbed and she 
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wanted to see him for the last time. But Kruttibas had no knowledge that his 
wife had already left the place and was staying at his husband’s village Deogan. 
He was invited to lunch. Basudev secretly informed the police. But the police 
was afraid of armed Kruttibas. So they told Basudev to disarm him by his 
pretentious behavior. The moment his sword was taken away from him, the 
police swooped on him and he was apprehended. 


Lochana came and saluted Kruttibas when he was being taken by the 
force. Both of them were arrested. 


After a lot of time of their arrest, they were tried in an English court. He 
was ordered to be exiled out of the country for life. Lochana was acquitted. But 
Lochana refused to accept the order and told the court that he would prefer to 
follow his master. So he was also awarded the punishment of exile. Both of 
them were sent to the cellular jail in Andaman Nicobar islands. While staying 
there, the presiding officer of that place once had a problem. His wife had 
uncontrollable severe pain during delivery. Because of Lochana’s mantras, she 
had a smooth delivery. The officer wanted to oblige both Kruttibas and Lochana 
by releasing them from Andaman. But Kruttibas refused to accept such proposal. 


When the officer again pestered him to accept to be released, he put forth 
a condition that, if he would be allowed to kill traitor Basudev and re-own his 
secret armoury, he was ready. The officer had no such authority. 

So, Kruttibas spent the rest of his life there, He was given full independence 
there. He used to send letters to his younger brother by post. Though Upendra 
was allowed to go, he didn’t go. 

These two priceless lives of Kruttibas and Lochana finally came to an 
end in that remote island, None was there to shed a drop of tear on his death. 
Thus, a heroic life of a great freedom fighter came to an end. 


O 
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PAIKA REVOLUTION : A REVISIT 


Kailash Chandra Dash 


1 


The armed revolt of the Paiks under the leadership of Bakshi Jagabandhu 
Vidyadhar Mohapatra Bhramarbara Ray in the last week of march 1817, was a 
remarkable chapter in the history of modern Odisha. This movement of the 
Paiks of Khurda which gradually spread to some parts of the district of Puri 
and Cuttack was of great magnitude as it exposed the defective colonial pattern 
of administration in the first two decades of the 19® century A.D. in Odisha. 
During two hundred years from the actual date of the revolt of the Paiks the 
historians of Odisha and beyond have evaluated its nature and progress from 
different persepectives. Hence it would be proper now to revisit the phase of 
Khurdha Paika movement and assess its significance through the trajectory of 
opinions on it. 

2 


This Paiks' armed revolution which was well known throughout the two 
hundred years as the Paika rebellion was based upon the course of events 
after the conquest of Odisha by the English East India Company in 1803-4. We 
have colonial reports on it like Correspondence of the Settlement of Khoordha 
in Pooree of 13" may 1818 by W.Ewer, the then Commissioner(published in 
Odisha Historical Research Journal, Vol.III, No.TV) and A Sketch of the History 
of Odisha from 1803 to 1828 by G. Toynbee, Calcutta, 1873 . Its first reference 
in native sources appeared in the Vamshanucharita of 1872 which later on was 
called Bauda Rajavamshavali. In that literary narrative it was stated that the 
Bakshi war had taken place after the Pindari raid of South Odisha.(Mishra 
Sachidananda, Jhankara, 53/8.)In Vamshanucharita the Paik war was not 
elaborately described. So far our study extends in Bengali monthly 
Bharatavarsha(Magha, 1333 Sal, 14* year, Second Part and Second Number) 
this Paik Revolt was elaborately presented by Hari Charan Vasu. In that focus 
Vasu had considered the causes and courses of the Movement of the Paiks in 
1817-18 elaborately and he had also stated in the end of his study that Bakshi 
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Jagabandhu Vidyadhar, the leader of the Paiks had surrendered to the Company 
Raj in 1825 and remained in Cuttack as a pensioner. Vasu had based his study 
on the report of G.Toynbee. and he had stated that the revolt was due to the 
colonial policy for the revenue collection which affected the Paiks of Khurda 
who had enjoyed tax free land on a hereditary basis. The method of collection 
was also defective as the Paiks were oppressed by the colonial officers. The 
Paiks were bound to revolt for the oppression of the colonial masters and soon 
the movement began to spread to other parts of the province also. He rejected 
the colonial view that the revolt was mainly due to the oppression of the Bengali 
Amalas who were posted for the revenue administration of the province. He 
emphasised on the unjust taxation of the colonial officers on the Paiks who had 
hereditary authority on the tax-free lands and on the injustice to Bakshi 
Jagabandhu, the leader of the Paiks of Khurda and appreciated them as the 
major cause of the revolt. The interpretation given by Vasu in Bharatvarsha in 
1926 was really interesting and new and it is shared by the modern historians 
more or less. On the other hand this article for the first time gives emphasis on 
the surrender of Bakshi Jagabandhi in 1825 and his stay in Cuttack as a pensioner. 
R.D. Banerji, the famous historian on Odisha had stated that Bakshi was killed 
during the course of the revolt. Probably Banerji had not seen this focus on the 
Paik revolt by Hari Charan Vasu in Bharatvarsha. The view of Banerji on the 
death of Bakshi during the course of the revolt was appreciated by many for 
about twenty years as famous historians like Harekrishna Mahatab, Ghanashyam 
Dash and playwright Manoranjan Das in the 1940s and 1950s were influenced 
by this view of Banerji. Professor Gaganendra Nath Dash, a famous writer on 
Odisha stated about this in one of his articles in Odia. According to Dash, in 
1951 for the first time Sudhakar Patnaik in an article in Jhankar, Odia monthly 
stated on the basis of reliable historical and archival documents that Bakshi 
Jagabandhu was not killed in the jungles during his fight with the company 
army and that he had surrendered to the Company in 1825. (Dash, 
Gaganendranath, Odiara Swabhimana O Anyanya Prasanga, Kinchita Apriya 
kathana, Bhubaneswar, 2015, p.100-101) The credit for highlighting reliable 
historical evidence on Bakshi should be given to Sudhakar Patnaik, but in this 
respect we should not ignore the first view on Bakshi by Haricharan Vasu in 
Bharatvarsha of 1926. In 1926 Krupasindhu Mishra in his Utkal Itihasa also 
presented an account of the Paik revolt under the leadership of Bakshi 
Jagabandhu; but his study in this respect was very precise and also he was 
silent on the fate of Jagabandhu after the end of the revolt. Despite that Mishra 
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was able to present the backdrop of this movement clearly and cogently which 
was unique in his phase. 


The study on Paik movement got fresh momentum in 1941 when in the 
Indian History Congress at Hyderabad late Ghanashyam Dash presented his 
paper entitled The Paik or the Militia Rebellion of 1817 in Orissa. (Transactions 
of the Fifth Session of the Indian History Congress, 1942) This paper was a 
documentary study and had critical objectivity. Of course Dash was well 
influenced by the ideas of R.D. Banerji . Despite that his focus has several 
points of enquiry which need re-examination. Dash stated-” Whether this 
rebellion was a local disturbance due to the disaffection of a powerful individual 
or whether there was an attempt to make Orissa independent of the British 
masters has not been correctly determined and it is necessary to assess the 
evidence regarding the actual circumstances that happened and come to some 
conclusion regarding the matter. On the one hand certainly the disaffection 
centred round an individual, but on the other hand the rebellion was widespread 
and had echoes over distant parts, so that it would not be unfair either to class 
it as an unrest having little political significance or to place it under the category 
of a war of independence.” In this statement Dash attempted to examine the 
nature and character of the Paik rebellion. In 1940s when British imperialism 
and colonialism were widespread in India such interesting remarks of 
Ghanashyam Dash on the nature of the Paik rebellion need critical examination. 
No doubt he had also studied the nature and character of the revolt to a 
considerable extent from a colonial angle and persepective. But then his paper 
was significant and his conclusion was interesting when he stated- "The rebellion 
was so short lived , so ill-conceived and so sporadic that it did not have any 
lasting effect on the social and political life of the people". Whether one agrees 
with his views or not is not important; on the other hand he could spread the 
problem of the Paik unrest to all India National History Congress platform so 
that debate on this topic in the growing phase of nationalism began expanding. 

3 

After the independence of the country there was considerable progress of 
the studies on Odisha history and new facts and theories were brought to light 
by the historians. Then Harekrishna Mahatab, the premier of Odisha was a 
famous historian. His edited Odia monthly named Jhankar contained many 
new studies on Odisha from the historical point of view. In 1950 in Jhankara(First 
Volume, 12® Number) Parasuram Harichandan had a focus entitled “Kruttivasa 
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Pattasani” which was a unique study on the Paik unrest in Odisha of 1817. 
According to Harichandan the first spark of the Paik rebellion of Khurda of 
1817 was found in Ghumsar and Banapur. Birakeshari Kruttibasa Pattasani 
could be able to initiate the movement by organizing the Paiks of Ghumsar and 
Banapur He was a leader of the Paiks in Banapura-Mala area and was a 
dalbehera. In the beginning of the study it was stated as a historical tradition, 
but it contained many new ideas on the Paik revolt. This focus highlighted the 
nature and progress of the Paik unrest besides the pattern of leadership. 
Harichandan for the first time brought to light a parallal leader of the Paik 
movement by describing the extra-ordianry tactics of Kruttibasa Pattasani. A 
kandha leader named Lochan marched with dauntless courage towards Khurda 
from Banapura and he was an associate of Kruttivasa. They were able to establish 
secret militant camps in the dense forest clad forts called Bankad-garh, Garh 
Niladriprasad and Nijigada Arang. A hillock near Arang was even in 1950s 
called Bhandara Pahada(hillock Store). Inside the dark area of the caves of the 
hillock the armoury store of Kruttibasa was established and kept in tact. Both 
Kruttivasa and his associate Lochana frequently attacked the enemies remaining 
inside the caves. After this description Harichandan also emphasised on the 
Panchua Fatury which was a new tactics of Kruttivasa in counteracting the 
colonial masters’ design. Once Panchua, a milkman from Rorung went to 
Banapur for the purchase of a bullock. The Paiks of Banpur caught him with 
the hope that he would give information about Bakshi Jagabandhu and his 
activities. Panchua became fearful but Kruttivasa cleared his doubts and kept 
him there for some days. Panchua was then dressed as Bakshi Jagabandhu and 
was allowed to visit several villages in a palanquin. It was given out that Bakshi 
Maharaj drove out the Firingis(British Company officers) and occupied his 
own kingdom Khurda. On the basis of this name of Panchua and his activities 
the Banapur Paik revolt was called Panchua Phatury. In Banpur Panchua Phatury 
and Panchua Raj were widely used in the 1950s. Gradually Panchua Phatury 
became so famous that any person becoming suddenly great or famous could 
be associated with Panchua Raj. The study on Kruttbasa Pattasani of Banapur 
as a leader of the Paik movement of 1817 by Parasuram Harichandan was not 
given any notice by the historians. In the records published by Government of 
Odisha on the Freedom Movement in 1957 under the chairmanship of 
Harekrushna Mahatab he was only presented as a convict for life though his 
name was Kruttibasa Routray.According to Harichandan Kruttivasa spent the 
remaining part of his life as a convict inAndaman islands. Present day historians 
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give considerable emphasis on Adikanda Vidyadhar, Biswanath Harichandan, 
Dinabandhu Santra, Pinduki Bahuvalendra, Karunakara Paramaguru, 
Sadhucharan Mangaraj, Gopal Chhotray, Padmanabha Chhotray and Siva Nayak 
who were associated with the Paik movement; but though Kruttivasa had a 
major role in the progress of the movement he was ignored in the studies on the 
Paiks starting from Harekrushna Mahatab to Bhabani Charan Ray, Prabhat 
Mukherji, Surya Narayan Dash, K.M.Patra and Prasanna Kumar Mishra. Where 
was hidden the Paiks of Banpur and their leader Kruttivasa Pattasani? Did the 
historians make a search of this leader of Banpur ? 


Famous literary critic Sachidananda Mishra in Odia monthly magazine 
JThankara( Volume 53, Number-8) had a focus entitled “Sarasingi Martha:Paika 
Biplavara Prabarttaka”(Sarasingi Martha: the harbinger of the Paik Revolution) 
which contains new information on the Paik unrest. According to Mishra-”The 
Paika movement was not initiated in Khurda. It started first outside Khurda 
beyond of control of Bakshi Jagabandhu in Mahury area of Ganjam. In February 
1817 in Mahury the Paik Leader Sarasingi Martha started the revolt. This revolt 
began to spread to Khurda in the last of March through Ghumsar and Banapur. 
Bakshi took the leadership from Banpur. In this way the Paik revolt of Khurda 
was an expansion of the same started by the Paiks of Mahury in the beginning 
of 1817. Bakshi did not start this movement, he only took the leadership from 
Sarasingi Martha of Mahury from the end of March 1817. As the leader of the 
Paiks the memory of Bakshi Jagabandhu is fresh now, but the harbinger of the 
revolt Sarasingi Matha of Mahury is long forgotten.” This is an interesting 
opinion on the Paik revolt. Hence it needs a careful study. It is true that the 
backdrop of the revolt in Mahury was similar with that of Khurda Paiks. The 
Company in 1810 sold the Mahury state to one Telugu Kumuti Bandama 
Chelamaya on lease and consequently the Sabara Paiks of Mahury rose in 
revolt. Their leader was Sarasingi Martha(Sabarasingha Maharatha) whose real 
name was Benudhar Maharatha. The Company rule in Ganjam began to be 
shaken during the Pindari raid in February 1817. During this phase Sarasingi 
wanted to occupy Mahury from the control of the Telugu Chelmaya. According 
to Mishra Sarasingi was supported by Srikara Bhanja of Ghumsar and following 
the Pindari tactics he expanded the movement towards Ghumsar from Mahury. 
The Kondhs and Pans of Ghumsar alongwith the Sabaras of Mahury proceeded 
towards Banapur and reached Banapur which was in the eastern direction of 
Ghumsar by the end of March 1817. From Banpur they supported the Paik 
leader Bakshi Jagabandhu. The basis of this view of Mishra was a letter of 10" 
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August 1817 by W.E. Bailley of Bengal Presidency which stated- “In the 
beginning of the month of April last the Government received intelligence from 
the Magistrate of Cuttack that a body of 400 men dominated by Kund or Chooars 
of Ghumsar of Ganjam had entered the Pergunnah of Khurda in the district of 
Cuttack. In here they have been joined by Jagabandoo Roy.” On the basis of 
this letter Mishra stated-By the beginning of April the Magistrate of Cuttack 
reported that mainly the Kondhs or Sars of Ghumsar numbering about 400 
entered into the Khurda pragana and that Jagabandhu Ray joined with them 
from there. In the letter according to Mishra Kondhs and Sabars were described 
as Chooars. As a matter of fact Mishra was mistaken when he accepted the 
Sabaras as Chooars. This term Chooars was then used in a wider sense to some 
tribal communities. Prabhat Mukherjee stated in this context-"The Chuhars are 

the Bumija inhabitants of the Jungle Mahals of Medinapur. They cared as much 
for pillaging as for cultivating. In 1799 there was a Chuhar insurrection in the 

Midnapur district with widespread depredations. The name Chuhar was 

subsequently applied to all bad characters. “(Mukherji Prabhat, Utkal University 

History of Orissa, Vol.VI, 1966, p.114) From this point of view we cannot 

accept the view of Mishra because Chuhar(Chuhad) or the English Chooars 

cannot be identified with Sabaras. Chuhar is a different word. The Sabaras of 
Mahury didnot accompany the Kondhs of Ghumsar in marching towards Banpur. 

On the other hand they had continued their movement in Mahury zone and they 

did not hinder the progress of the Kondh-Chuhars towards Banpur from 

Ghumsar. The Sabaras of Mahury were limited in number and so they were 

confined to their revolting zone. Hence the revolt in Mahury controlled by 

Sarasingi Martha was not connected with the revolt of the Paiks of Banpur and 

Khurda under the leadership of Bakshi Jagabandhu. In a wider sense the Paik 

Sabaras of Mahury indirectly supported the Paik movement in Khurda though 

they did not accompany the Kondhs towards Banpur and Khurda. Moreover 
the English people pronounced the word Sabara as Saura or Suara and not as 

Chooars. (See for this Elwin Verrier, The Religion of an Indian Tribe, 1955, 
Oxford University Press, p.xx). Chuhar or Chooar is a different term which 
was applied to many tribal communities. 


An interesting and insightful focus on the Paik movement of 1817 has 
been furnished by Yaaminey Mubayi in her paper entitled The Paik Rebellion 


of 1817: Status and Conflict in Early Colonial Orissa which was published in 
Studies in History(Vol.15/1, 1999) of the Centre for Historical Studies , INU, 


New Delhi. An earlier version of this article was presented at a seminar 
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‘Rethinking Orissa Society, Culture and History, 25-28 March, 1998, Utkal 
University, Bhubaneswar. In that insightful focus Yaaminey was able to use 
several documents relating to the topic and provide a strong context of this 
movement which was not found in earlier articles of B.C. Ray, P.K.Mishra and 
Subhakanta Behera(though Subhakanta had later on also published a book on 
this aspect entitled The Unfortunate Celebrity: The Life and Times of Buxi 
Jagabandhu ) She presented the movement both as an event and a process. The 
rebels’ actions showed their resistance to the imposition of colonial policy 
through patterns of agrarian linkages and social behaviour. The rebellion was 
also instrumental in the reorganization of these linkages, subsequently 
influencing popular consciousness and the formation of a regional ethnic identity. 
She has explored this process in the article. She has also discussed a modern 
retelling of the event, Bakshi Jagabandhu, a play by Manoranjan Das, which 
largely influenced popular perceptions of the rebellion. 


4 


A significant source on the Paik rebellion has been furnished by Firingi 
Kali Bharat of Bipra Madhusudan. This was originally written in palmleaves 
but was edited by Arjun Joshi and was published by Cuttack Trading Company 
in 1986. In 2016 this book was also edited and published again by Krupasindhu 
Biswal. It describes in detail on the conflict of king Mukunda Deb and Jay 
Rajguru with the English East India Company as well as the Paik revolt of 
1817 under the leadership of Bakshi Jagabandhu. Further it describes in detail 
the Tapanga rebellion of 1827 under the leadership of Madhab Chandra Routray. 
The text is significant because it gives an additional information of the revolt 
of Tapanga Dalbehera in 1827 and so the text needs a thorough review and 
discussion. Here we have presented some points on the nature of this text for 
the consideration of the scholars.Firstly we have no information in the British 
colonial records on the activities of the Dalbhera of Tapangagarh who staged a 
revolt aginst the company Raj after the end of the Paik revolt organized by 
Bakshi Jagabandhu. The report of G.Toynbee which was published in the l;ast 
quarter of the 19" century is silent on this aspect. In 1926 Digambar Srichandan 
published his memorable work entitled Khurudha Dapan where there is a 
reference to Tapangagarh ; but the author is silent on the rebellious activities of 
the Dalbehera of Tapang. The story of the remarkable rebellious activities of 
Tapang Dalbehera appeared only in a traditional account in the 1960s. Hence 
the event as recorded in Firingi Kali Bharat needs thorough examination.On 
examining some important information in Firingi Kali Bharat we have doubt 


120 |/ PAIKA REBELLION: 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


on its historical reliability and authenticity. In this text there is a description on 
Chuhana. (Firingi Kali Bharat, edited by A.Joshi, p.23) In the records it is stated- 
From Ghumsar proceeded 400 Kondhs or Chooars to Banpur towards the end 
of march 1817. This Chooar is an English pronunciation of the original Chuhada. 
In Odisha Chuhada was used in the past. In the poem entitled Dharanidhar by 
Godavarish Mishra which was published in Mukura(Odia monthly) in the second 
decade of the 20® century this Chuhada was used. In the Purna Chandra Odia 
Bhasakosh there is a description on Chuhada.(See Dash, Gaganendranath, Naba 
Digantara Sandhanare, 2016, Bhubaneswar, p.44) As stated by Prabhat 
Mukherji- The Chuhars are the Bhumiji inhabitants of the jungle Mahals of 
Midnapur. They cared as much for pillaging as for cultivating. In 1799 there 
was a Chuhar insurrection in the Midnapur district with widespread 
depredations. The name Chuhar was subsequently applied to all bad 
characters.(Mukherji, 1966, p.114) British colonial officers used this Chooar 
to describe the pillaging and destructive activities of the tribals.Why Bipra 
Madhusudan used it in the context of the conflict between Mukunda Deb and 
the Company? Such a group was absent in the army of Gajapati Mukunda Deb. 
The Kondhs of Ghumsar were branded as Chooars while advancing towards 
Banapur. Did the poet Madhusudan use this English term Chooar with slight 
modification as Chuhana? Otherwise this term is well known as Chuhada in 
Odia. Why this wrong use? It seems the term Chooar was borrowed from English 
report and used with modification as Chuhana. The use of this Chuhana in the 
Paik group of army under Mukunda Deb in the war in 1804 is difficult to 
accept.. Were the Chooars or Chuhanas present in the Paika army? In the 12" 
chapter of the text in the context of Tapanga Dalabehera in 1825-26 the name 
of Colonel Harcourt has been stated. Was Colonel Harcourt present in Khurda 
in 1825-26? In the same 12 chapter it is also described-Tapanga Dalbehera for 
conflict with the Company went to Mukunda Deb, the Gajapati Raja and got 
his permission to fight against the Company.(Firingi Kali Bharat, ed.) oshi, p.320- 
321) This event would have taken place in 1826 after the Paik revolt. First of 
all there is no evidence of such a conflict between Tapanga Dalbehera and the 
Company in 1826-28. Again Mukunda Deb was imprisoned in the Barabati 
fort in consequence of the Paik revolt. He died on 30% November 1817. (Mishra, 
Prasanna Kumar, Political Unrest in Orissa in the 19® Century, Punthi Pustak, 
1983, p.44) His son Ramachandra Deb got 24000 rupees as Malikana for the 
management of Jagannatha temple. Hence the meeting between Tapang 
Dalbehera and Mukunda Deb in 1825-26 is false and fabricated which indicates 
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that historically it is entirely unreliable. Such points should be considered while 
examining the activities of Tapanga Dalbehera as narrated in Firingi Kali Bharat, 


The Paik rebellion needs to be properly evaluated by the historians. Now 
two hundred years have been completed from the date of the revolt of 1817. 
There are copious sources for the study on the Paik movement. Narratives in 
the form of poems and plays starting from Godavarish Mishra, Bhanja Kishore 
Pattnaik, Manoranjan Das and Gopal Chandra Mishra articulate the various 
dimensions of the movement. Historical researches by Hari Charan Vasu, 
Krupasindhu Mishra, Ghanashyama Dash, Harekrishna Mahatab, Sudhakara 
Pattnaik, Surya Narayan Dash, Bhabani Charan Ray, Prabhat Mukherji and 
Prasanna Kumar Mishra, Yaaminey Mubayi and Subhakanta Behera need to be 
added with more for an authenticated account of this remarkable Paik unrest. 


This focus in English is the enlarged version of the Odia focus entitled 
Paika Sashastra Biplaba:Eka Sadya Parikrama which was published in 
Samadrusti, 16-31 March, 2017, Bhubaneswar. 

Former Reader in History 
C-3/2, BJB Nagar, Bhubaneswar-14, Odisha 
Dash.kailashchandra@rediffmail.com 
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TWO HUNDRED YEAR OLD PAIKA 
UPRISING - AN ANGLE OF VISION 


Dr. Laxmi Narayan Raysingh 


Taking into account of time, since the year 1803, when the Britishers 
occupied Odisha, more than two hundred years have passed. When we are 
analysing the background of Paika rebellion after two hundred years, we must 
have to ascertain the geographical and historical situations of the then Odisha. 


Before the British occupation of Odisha the whole of Bengal in the north 
and Ganjam which was under the ‘South rule’ had already come under the 
British rule. So it was easy for the English to attack Odisha in three different 
directions. The British army started from Madras on 8, September, 1803 and 
reached Puri via Manikpatna on the 16* of the same month. Colonel Harcoat 
arrived at Narsingh Patna after crossing the Chilika with the help of Fateh 
Mohemmed of Malud, who had been appointed by the Marhattas as the care- 
taker of that area. The English did not face any stiff opposition to occupy that 
area and Puri. After faking over the famous Jagannath Temple of Puri, Colonel 
Harcoat set off for Cuttack entrusting the charge of the temple with some Hindu 
sepoys. The English soldiers marched towards Cuttack after a petty opposition 
at Atharnala and thereafter successfully thwarted the attack of the enemy on the 
Jagannath Sadak. 


The Marhattas fled to the forest of Khurda after being defeated by the 
British. Colonel Harcoat reached Cuttack via Barangagarh after crossing the 
rivew Kathjodi. 


The English soldiers under the leadership of captain Morgan came from 
Bengal and alighted from the ship at a coastal place called jamapada and then 
occupied Balasore after driving out the Marhattas from their fort. Another 
fleet of army with colonel Ferguson arrived at Balasore via Medinapore and 
joined the army already arrived there. This combined group of soldiers. set 
off from Balasore, joined the soldiers of colonel Harcoat and occupied Barabati 
Fort. 
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In this way, after occupying Odisha in 1803 and being appointed as the 
administrators of the region of Odisha, Colonel Harcoat and Mr. Melville 
collected letters of agreement from the small feudal kings and landlords. After 
this agreement became operative, the English had full control over Odisha. 


In the year 1804, the Britishers laid a siege on the fort at Barunei near 
Khurda for three weeks and gunned it down and dethroned the king of Khurda, 
Mukunda Deb, the second and declared him as a rebel. Eventually the King 
and his chief political advisor Jayee Rajguru were taken into custody by the 
British. To save himself Mukunda Dev wrote a letter of apology stating that the 
revolt took place at the behest of Jayee Rajguru. As a yesult he was allowed to 
be freed from Medinpore Jail and was entrusted with the management of 
Jagannath temple at Puri. As Jayee Rajguru had given a befitting confrontation 
to the British he was hanged on two branches of a banyan tree in Baghi grove 
of Medinapore. This resulted in Rajguru’s body being torn into two pieces. 
This gruesome killing by the British had enraged the Paikas — and an anti- 
British sentiment was aroused in them. 


In 1805 and 1807, new tax was imposed by frequently changing the policy 
of land settlements. It is worth noting the report of the then collector of Cuttack. 
William Tower. Some of the pieces of information of Tower’s report are 
mentioned below. 


The tax imposed upon people willfully, comes definitely into the category 
of an oppressive rule. While preparing a report finding out the reasons for 
Paika uprising, the appointed enquiry commissioner Mr. W.Ewer had written 
how the rise in taxes on land had sky — rocketed. 


The tax on the peasants prevalent in 1804-1805 was doubled. About 5,000 
to 6,000 farmer families were put into misery and poverty. They had to sell their 
clothes, furniture, utensils, cooking materials, even their wives and children 
lived in dire poverty. 

At that time, the Britishers depended upon the Bengali employees working 
under them for administration and these Bengalis took advantage of it and 
oppressed and tortured people on the pretext of tax — collection. 


Before the English rule, the land revenue was being collected either in 
form of crops or ‘Kaudis’. But ‘Kaudis’ were replaced by rupee during the 
British rule. 5120 Kaudis were equal to one rupee. The common people had to 
pay 7680 ‘Kaudis’ to get one rupee from the village money-lenders. Besides 
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this, the Sarvarakars and tax-collecting employees also had their quota of bribes. 
The new laws and rules of land settlement had a heavy impact upon the Paikas 
enjoying rent-free lands. Their economic conditions deteriorated day by day. 
Many peasants lost their land without being able to pay their taxes. 


Despite Governor General Lord Owelshelley declared in 1885 that a 
permanent land settlement would be done as in Bengal, therefore, the tax was 
increased by settlement of lands time and again. 


During the rule of the king, the subjects who were oppressed by the 
employees for delay in paying taxes, used to complain against the concerned 
employees and were given justice. But during the British rule, instead of looking 
into the complaints of the people, the provision of auction of land in case of 
non-payment of taxes was introduced in 1806. As the lands were auctioned in 
Calcutta, many rich families of Odisha lost their land without being able to pay 
the tax and save their property. On the other hand, the Bengalis grabbed the 
lands at very small prices and became landlords overnight. The company 
government snatched away the land given by the king to Paikas, Dalais and 
Dalabeheras by frequent change of land settlement rules. 


The monopoly of Salt Manufacturing from seawater by the Britishers 


After occupying Odisha the East India company government issued a 
ban order preventing the common people from manufacturing salt from sea 
water and chilika water. As a result, people were forced to buy salt imported 
from England against their will. 


Besides this, the Bengalis and the Muslims from out-side Odisha were 
given appointments in the courts, police stations and salt businesses instead of 
Odias. These employees were very corrupt. they misbehaved and ill-treated the 
common people. In his enquiry report regarding corruption, Mr. W. Ewer 
mentioned that every clerk was habituated in looting public money. 


Injustice to Bakshi J#gabandhu 


The Chief of the army of the King of Khurda, Bakshi Jagabandhu 
Bidyadhar Mahapatra Bhramarbar Ray was the owner of the rich district of 
Rodanga. From the angle of the post and positions, he was a very respected 
royal personality in the region of Khurda. 

The Bengali employee Mr. Krushna Chandra Sing working under collector 
Charles Grome placed at Cuttack, was able to grab the Zamindari of Rahanga 
by the money amassed through corruption and was also living at Cuttack. He 
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wanted to own the district of Rodanga by hatching a conspiracy against Bakshi 
Jagabandhu. In this plan, his brother Gourahari Singh and another relative 
Chandra Prasad Singh co-operated with him. 


Bakshi Jagabandhu began to pay the taxes of his Rahang property at Puri. 
It was because Puri was less distant than Cuttack and was more advantageous 
for the work. At the time of deposit of taxes, Rahanga etc. was recorded in the 
Government papers. Bakshi fell a victim to the shrewd plan of Krushna Chandra 
Singh without his knowledge. In the year 1809, notification was issued for the 
sale of the pragana ‘Rahanga etc’ by the government. The clever Krushna 
Chandra Singh bought the land on lease and sent his men to claim the ownership 
of the district of ‘Rodanga’. But he could not succeed as he was vehemently 
opposed by Bakshi’s men. Again in 1813, Krushna Chandra Sing took the 
lease of Rodanga District. 


Bakshi filed a case regarding this in the office of the then settlement 
commissioner Mr. Richardson, But he was denied justice. Bakshi family became 
bankrupt against his will. To avenge the injustice meted out to him, Bakshi 
who had lost the ownership of non-taxable land united the Paikas, Daleis, 
Dalabeheras and Paika chiefs and ignited the flame of revolution. 


The beginning of Paika Uprising 


In the year 1817, making British government responsible for captivity of 
Shrikar Bhanja, the king of Ghumusar, 400 of his devoted armed Kandha 
subjects entered into the region of Banapur. Bakshi took it as a golden 
opportunity for a revolt, moved towards Banapur with his Paika regiment. This 
revolt and was made strong by the joining of nearly all Daleis, Dalabeheras, 
and Paika Chiefs. The rebels burnt Banapur police station and killed the police 
officials. They plundered the British treasury and killed the Britishers and their 
supporters. Though Mr. Betcher, the British agent of salt stationed at Banapur 
survived narrowly from the attack of the rebels, the rebels looted the trading 
ship in Chilika. The British officials left out of fear when they got the news that 
the rebels were advancing towards khurda from Banapur. The rebels ruthlessly 
killed Charan Pattnaik, an aid of Britishers, at Kudiari Village. The revolt started 
spreading to Panchgarh and Bolgarh adjacent to Khurda. 


The Magistrate Mr. Imphe stationed at Khurda received a secret report of 
the intelligence and sent Lieutenant Fridsk to Khurda and Lieutenant Faris to 
Pipil to putdown the rebellion, Mr. Imphe himself proceeded to Gangapada 
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near Khurda an April 1, 1817 along with Lieutenant Travis and some sepoys, 
But he had to withdraw out of fear and reported having returned to Cuttack. 


“My return from Khurda during day and night was forced by the rebellion”. 


The Paikas shot down lieutenant Faris. When 5000 Paikas marched 
towards Khurda under the leadership Bakshi Jagabandhu, Lientenant Fridsk 
some how or other saved his life and returned to Cuttack via Pipili. 


After the rebels occupied Pipili on April 7, 1817, King Balabhadra 
Chhotray of Gada Padmapur joined the rebellion. Captain Wellington was sent 
to protect Puri from the rebels and to keep an eye on the movement of Mukunda 
Dev II. On April 9, 1817 Captain Le. Fibre marched to Khurda with 550 Sepoys 
and re-occupied Khurda without facing any opposition. On that very day, a 
large number of Paikas led by Bakshi entered Puri via Loknath Ghat. The rebels 
put a number of government buildings and the collectorate on fire. The English 
employees staying at Puri ran away to Cuttack out of fear. The Pandas and 
servitors of Jagannath temple publicly declared that the British administration 
had come to an end in Odisha. Bakshi Jagabandhu and Paikas went to the royal 
palace to re-instate Mukunda Deb II on the throne of Khurda. But the King 
appealed to the British administration to provide military aid through a secret 
letter instead of agreeing to the proposal of Bakshi. 


Steps taken by the British Government to put down the rebellion 


To suppress the rebellion, first of all, the British Government proclaimed 
military rule in the regions of Lembai, Puri and Kothadesh. Having been 
appointed as military commissioner, Major General Gabriel Matrindel was 
posted at Cuttack. On April 16 1817, Captain Le Febre went to Puri from Khurda 
and put in captivity Mukunda Dev II and his son in Barabati Fort. 

Despite this the rebellion spread to different parts of Odisha such as Gopa, 
Tirana, Pattamundai and Asureswar etc. Led by Bakshi Jagabandhu, the rebel 
Paiks looted the properties of the Zamindars and the clerks, who were the 
supporters of the British Government. 

In Gopa, Karunakar Mardaraj led the Paikas to drive out the police officials 
after attacking the police station, Captain Faithful was able to suppress the 
rebellion there. 

King Madhusudan Sendh of Kujanga secretly helped the rebels. 
Madhusudan Mangaraj Bamdeb Pattjoshi, Narayan Paramguru etc. took, the 
lead of the rebellion in Kujanga. Captain Kennet set off for Kujanga on 
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September 13, 1817 along with British soldiers and could be able to put down 
the rebellion effectively with the help of Balukeswar Das and Krupasindhu 
Chhamukaran. 


The trial of Rebels and sentences meted out to them 


The British Government took some stringent steps to prevent any kind of 
rebellion in future. A committee was formed with Mr. W. Ewer and Mr. Gabriel 
Martin del as members for the trial of rebels and war-prisoners. They were 
instructed to prepare a report for not allowing any further revolt. 


Mukunda Deb II died in prison on November 30, 1817. The king of 
Kujanga Madhusudan Sendh surrendered and was released because he helped 
the British Government in apprehending some rebels. Though all the rebels 
were pardoned, Bakshi Jagabandhu, Krushna Chandra Bidyadhar, Gopal 
Chhotray, Pitabas Mangaraj, Padmanav Chhotray, Bishnu Paikray and Pindiki 
Bahubalendra were excluded from the list. The company government declared 
award of money to apprehend them dead or alive. 


123 Paiks were awarded the sentence of transportation from the country, 
Bamdev Pattjoshi and Narayan Paramguru were sentenced for fourteen years 
and Parshuram Routray, the murderer of Charan Pattnaik was sentenced to 
death. 


Surrender of Bakshi 


Bakshi, the major reason for the mental tension of the Britishers and the 
chief of the Paika rebellion, left Khurda and hid himself in the forest of 
Ghumusar. From there he went and stayed at the residence of his father-in-law 
at Shergarh for a few days and again went into hiding in the forests of Boudh 
and Dashapalla. Award was declared to apprehend him dead or alive. When 
Bakshi came to know that Major Rogsez is communicating with Chandra 
Shekhar Das, the king of Boudh, he again went into hiding in the forest of 
Ghumusar. During these days of hardship the people of Khurda funded for 
Bakshi’s living and that shows clearly his popularity. 


Brigadier General Thomas received a secret information that Bakshi was 
hiding in a Kandha village of Ghumusur, he suddenly voided the place, but 
failed to apprehend Bakshi Jagabandhu. Eventually, without finding any solution 
to the problem, the British commissioner issued a declaration that there would 
be no threat to his life if Bakshi surrendered. Bakshi did not pay heed to this 
declaration. 
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The English finally worked out a novel formula for the surrender of Bakshi 
and in the process, his wife, two minor sons, his gumasta (clerk) and his servants 
were kept in custody at Barabati Fort. Still Jagabandhu did not surrender. So 
the government was forced to release Bakshi’s family in 1820. 


The Englsih commissioner T. Makenham agreed to the conditions of the 
British and sent an invitation to the king of Nayagarh to persuade Bakshi to 
surrender. The condition was that the English government will pay Rs. 150/- to 
Bakshi Jagabandhu monthly for his maintenance through out his life. Bakshi 
would live with his family at Cuttack and would be allowed only to go out with 
the permission from the British Commissioner. As there wasn’t any condition 
to lower the dignity of Bakshi, the king of Nayagarh advised Bakshi to surrender. 
Bakshi finally surrendered on May 25, 1825 and started living at Cuttack with 
his family. In the end, this renowned personality of history breathed his last on 
January 24, 1829. After his death the pension for maintenance was withdrawn 
as per the condition. 


Analysing these events, the English Commissioner had mentioned in his 
report in 1818. 


“No more the help of Paiks is needed in Khurda. It is dangerous to induct 
them in army, so they should be relegated to the position of common farmers 
and taxes should be collected from them. Paikas should not be given Jagir 
lands. Within this short period of time the Paikas are nearly extinct. But the 
Paikas who are still there have not given up their neckless heroic attitude. The 
police officials would have to keep them under control for years to destroy their 
poisonous tooth, It would not be good till the whole Paika clan is destroyed". 


The famous historian Mr. G. Toynbee has commented on the intensity of 
Paika Rebellion. The tornado of uprising and battle that aroused among the 
Paikas was tough, meant to drive out the English from Odisha soil, it finally 
took direction to Khurda to drive them out. 

The rebellion of the Paikas recorded in the history by the English people 
is really the first mass revolution of India and it is the expression of the self- 
respect and dignity of the Odia nation. It would be more appropriate to name it 
as the immortal story of the heroism of Paiks. 

Peace was not restored despite many punitive actions by the British. The 
disturbance continued in Khurda till 1827 and till 1836 in Banapur. The first 
event had taken place in Tapanga of Khurda. The Paikas were forced to flee 
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being attacked by the British guns. There were a lot of casualties on both the 
sides. 


Like Tapangagarh, a mutiny took place in Banapur in 1836. The rebels of 
Aranga Gada held a meeting in 1836. And planned to fight against the Britishers. 
According to the plan, Banapur was declared independent. This is known as 
“Panchua Faturi”. Thus Paika rebellion came to an end. 


The English struck the limbs of the Odia people as they had been maximum 
hurt by the Paikas of Khurda. They tried to make this independent minded 
nation invalid. They did not induct them as soldiers. This nation again came 
back into life at the call of congress after being dormant for nearly a century’ 
the non-cooperation call given by Jagabandhu in 1817, found a new tone in the 
voice of Mahatma Gandhi in his call for non-cooperation against the Britishers 
in 1921. 


Though 1857 sepoy mutiny is called the first Indian war of Independence, 
forty years back the Paikas who had ignited the flame of protest against the 
British in 1817, was the first armed revolution. All the people irrespective of 
their religion, region and class had taken part in this revolution. 


O 


130 // PAIKA REBELLION : 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


PAIK REBELLION OF 1817 ~ A STUDY 
OF BRITISH ATTITUDES 
Dr. Subash Chandra Barik 


Out of the myriads of regional struggles against the British Raj in the Pre- 
Nationalist Congress period in India, the Orissa revolt of 1817 stands supreme 
because such struggles elsewhere against the British rule considerably lacked 
in well thought out plan, a unique leadership and their objectives. But the British 
historians have tried to minimise the importance of the rebellion that broke out 
at Khurda, in the district of Puri as the history of India during this period was 
mostly written by the British administrator-historians. The technique adopted 
by those writers, was purely western in character, tinged with imperialist colour 
of justification. Through this paper, some highlights have been given regarding 
the British attitude to Khurda rebellion of 1817. 


W. Ewer, the commissioner who was appointed to enquire into the causes 
of the rebellion was of the view that rising in Khurda was quite an isolated 
movement prompted by despair, hatred and thirst for revenge on the part of 
Jagabandhu Vidhyadhar <, Whatever may be the suffering of the inhabitants of 
Moghulbandi under the British government, the insurrection he stated, “had in 
fact no connection whatever with their grievances and discontent “. He further 
stated that “the rebellion had taken place in a portion of district and was distinctly 
and peculiarly circumstanced”. @ But this view is untenable in the light of 
facts. Though the rebellion had its origin in Banpur and Khurda, yet it spread to 
distant places like Kanika, Kujanga and even Pattamundai. Indeed, attempts 
were made to foment disturbance in Balasore. Certain Zamindars were suspected 
of complicity with the rebels. Thus, the rebellion of 1817 had assumed almost 
a national character. Secondly, there is no doubt that the sufferings of 
Jagabandhu was immense and it was he who came forward to take up the 
leadership of the rebellion. But, to say that the rising was only occasioned by 
despair, hatred and thirst for revenge on the part of a single individual and that 
it had no connection with the people’s grievances, is a gross misinterpretation 
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of facts. The outbreak of rebellion was due to a “spirit of dissatisfaction pervading 
throughout the province and the misery beyond endurance under which the 
people of Khurda were sinking”. 


It has been remarked that the rebellion of Khurda was not a premeditated 
or pre-planned affair and that it was just a sudden outburst of the spirit of 
revenge smouldering in Jagabandhu.®’ This is not based on facts. The Orissa 
revolt of 1817 was the outcome of the Plan, well thought out to involve the 
people of whole Orissa including both Mughalbandi and Garjat. The rebels 
had, at first tried to place Gajapati Mukunda Dev II on the throne to utilise the 
spiritual as well as religious powers of Thakur Raja, the first servant of Lord 
Jagannath and Chitaus were sent to rajas of feudatory states. “I have no doubt, 
wrote Ewer, that the first impulse of the rising in Kujanga was given by an 
invitation from Jagabandhu and I have heard from authority which I don’t 
question that the Raja of Kanika in compliance with a similar invitation went 
so far as to assemble the leading ryots on his estate and to propose formally to 
them to take up arms against the British government”. The Raja of Nayagarh 
also extended secret help and assistance to Jagabandhu, Raja of Ghumusar, 
Sikhar Bhanja, was in league with him. Jagabandhu had sent his emmissary 
Bhup Singh, to secure help from the Bhonsle Raja of Nagpur. Colonel Lewis 
Thomas commanding at Cuttack, wrote that Jagabandhu was “constantly in 
very close communication with the Maratha Chief”. As Trower write, “I have 
been informed — but how far correctly I will not pretend to know -—that the 
whole of the tributary Rajahs from Mayurbhanj to Ghumusar were in league 
with the Khurda Raja, that the first success on the part of the insurgents would 
have been the signal for joining in the revolt and that, had pooree remained 
many days longer in their possession the whole district would have been in 
ArMS....... 


Further, Britishers viewed that there was utter callousness and in-difference 
of many people of Mughalbandi towards the Khurda rebellion. On the contrary, 
the insurgents plundered indiscriminately the houses of the ryots and Zamindars, 
the cucheries of the original Oriya proprietors as well as those of the upstart 
foreign purchasers. This was because the insurgents knew well that the timid, 
spiritless, imbecile unmanly ryots of the Mughalbandi could afford them no 
effectual help. But this is not based on actual facts. There is no denying the fact 
that the insurgents indulged in large scale burning, loot and plunder but only 
the oppressive Zamindars or Sarbarakars were the victims to the wrath of the 
people.”On the otherhand, there is ample evidence to prove that the people 
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joined the cause whole heartedly. Their first partial successes against the 
detachment to quell the disturbances emboldened every ryot on the estate to 
join heartily and decidedly in the case...” said Ewer. 


Britishers viewed that no attempt had been made to appeal to the people 
or to render their cause popular is far from truth. The people had been reduced 
to extreme misery and penury. Jagabandhu championed the cause of the people. 
The cause was certainly a popular one and J agabandhu was undoubtedly their 
leader. His popularity is evidenced from the fact that he could keep himself 
conceded for long eight years and that within this period not a single soul did 
come forward to give any information about him to the authorities for reward, 
constant inducement and threat not withstanding”.® 


The rising of Khurda in 1817 is regarded as the Paik rebellion by the 
Britishers. This is based upon the mistaken belief that only the Paiks of Khurda 
rose against the British. No doubt Paiks of Khurda were worse hit by the British 
policy. Their land was assessed at the same rate as that of other steps were 
taken to obliterate them as a class. Therefore, they took a leading part in the 
rebellion of Khurda. Jagabandhu, the leader of rebellion planned to take people 
of all categories of Orissa, irrespective of their caste, creed, social status and 
religion. In this plan, the tribal people, the muslims, the Brahmins, the warring 
caste like Dalai, Dalbehera and martial class like the Paiks took part. It was the 
whole civil population of Khurda (from Banpur on the south to Kanika and 
Kujanga on the North and from Puri on the east to the Band-Daspalla area in 
the west) that had participated in the rebellion. So it was not merely the work of 
disaffected Paiks or disgruntled Dalai and Dalbehera but it was n:ass rebellion. 


Even one British Officer admitted that it was “a complete economic 
revolution”. It was really the hatred of the people towards the alien system and 
economic exploration that had prompted them to stand behind their leaders 
being aware of the far superior military power of the British rulers. The technique 
adopted by the insurgents, therefore, was not direct and open fight but indirect 
encounters from jungles hide-outs. It was rather a “guerrilla warfare” — in which 
the Buxi excelled and could continue for long seven years. The views of the 
British officers and correspondences may be noted down, when the local in 
habitants did not offer their services against the insurgents and specially to give 
any information about their Buxi.®’ There was strong bond of unity, especially 
among the Paik’s and they did not betray their leader, inspite of different 
manoeuvre by the British officers to extract information. 
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To sum up, the results of the rising of 1817-24, once again taking the 
question of consequences, at the outset, the Govt. was shocked and threatened 
with expulsion, “ if not from the whole of Orissa, atleast from the territories of 
Khurda”.!% Adoption of conciliating measures further, throws a good deal of 
light on the attitude of Britishers who were not in a mood of reckless fighting 
for the sake of winning the war. In order to restore peace and tranquillity in 
Khurda and in neighbouring areas, the Governor-General-in-Council decided 
to pursue a conciliatory policy towards Buxi and his chief follower Krushna 
Chandra Bhramarbar Rai. Considering Buxi’s rank, influence and claims, the 
Governor —General-in-Council suggested that, “ on his surrendering himself 
within a given period, his life will be spared, that he will receive such moderate 
allowance from Govt. as may be sufficient for his support and that his residence 
will be fixed at some place in the neighbourhood of the presidency, where 
without being confined, his conduct will be subject to due superintendence. 


Military operations did not yield positive dividends, but Buxi and chief 
followers were still at large, when attempts to capture them had failed, some 
British officers suggest to lure the Paiks, but to give up their allegiance to Buxi 
was challenged in question. Lewis Thomas suggested inclusion of Paiks to the 
British troops. He observed, “That in employing any body of them, a judicious 
discrimination in the choice of their Sardars & Dalbeheras to command them 
be over held to be essentially connected with the advantages to be expected 
from such a corps”. He also said, “ an idea has long been suggested as a most 
useful mode of employing the Paiks, to substitute them under their own Sardars 
for the service of the Thanah establishments in lieu of the present Burkandazes, 
whose insufficience for that duty has been and continues to be so deplorably 
felt throughout the district. In the event of this attractive offer, there would 
be a conception, that the Paiks would feel a sense of pride and would fall as 
chosen servants of the British Govt. Thomas was hopeful of the fact that, the 
magic of that link by which they have hither to clung to their Rajas, Zamindars, 
Khandaits, would soon be defeated. But yet he expressed, “the plan of 
embodying them with the Legion, will, I fear, be subject to disappointment." 


Consequent upon adoption of further conciliatory measures towards the 
inhabitants of Tangi, Harishpur, Puri, Balianta and Delang etc. and withdrawal 
of police guards from these revolt indicates the spread over areas of the revolt. 
On a close observation of the measures of suppression adopted by the Govt. 
throughout the year 1821, it is found that the attempt of the Govt. to exert itself 
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to seize Buxi, but in vain. W. Blunt, commissioner of Cuttack, at last was 
convinced that since Buxi was supported by some of the powerful hill Zamindars 
of Cuttack and Ganjam and had a good number of followers and had retained 
a considerable hold upon the passions and affections of the people of Khurda, 


it would be very difficult to suppress the insurrection or to capture him and his 
associates.) 


The surrender of Buxi and his last associates at the end, left us in a state 
of rethinking. Thus, the revolt of 1817 was a milestone in the history of the 
British administration in the province. The opinion of the British officers and 
administrators are self explanatory as it contradicts to each other when considered 
at the point of involvement. 


It was a rebellion long and deliberately planned, a rebellion which was 
nurtured and sustained by the whole population of Khurda. It was like a great 
torrent that over flowed the banks and saturated the moral soil of the land. It 
was then expected that these waves would over flow and engulf the entire 
British element in the land. What the rebels aimed at was the expultion of the 
British as they regarded the annexation of Khurda as the source of innumerable 
grievances, in fact Bakshi Jagabandhu was unwavering in his demand for the 
restoration of the Raja to the Gudee of Khurda, he declared, "all will be well". 
It was a crusade, the object of which was to expel the English from all 
interference with the land of Purussottom Kshetre. Viewed in this light , Orissa 
revolt of 1817 stands supreme, a rare occasion hardly found in any part of 
India. The uniqueness and speciality of this freedom struggle lies in its planning, 
character, duration and leadership of Bakshi Jagabandhu. Thus, it is an eye- 
opener to the Britishers who became conscious of the defects in administration 
continued to remain as the becon light to all the freedom loving people to throw 
off the foreign yoke. 


Reader in History 
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PAIKA UPRISING AND SEPOY MUTINY: A 
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS. 


Dr. Janmejaya Choudhury 


With the bright sun of India’s glory setting down in Plassey Battle in 
1757, a cursed chapter in the Indian History had unfolded. A mere trading 
company (East India Company) had turned into a formidably powerful 
Government. During this time, the political, economic, spiritual and social 
freedom of the Indians had been sacrificed at the altar of the British rulers. But 
freedom is the birthright of man and he gets suffocated when he is deprived of 
this right and becomes interested to enjoy the taste of freedom again. This is the 
core of wish of every individual down the ages of history, and how can be the 
Indians exception to this universal rule ? The Indians took resort to an armed 
rebellion against the imperial power stationed in India to break themselves free 
from the chains of slavery. Of course, the mutiny was put down, as the Britishers 
were far more powerful than the Indians. But the event has a lot of historical 
significance. The mutiny of 1857 was the curtainraiser of the great act of freedom 
that was staged in 1885. After a century of the Plassey Battle, the Indians had 
made an attempt to portest against the British and to bring an end to the British 
rule in 1857. This is known as Sepoy Mutiny, or First war of Indian 
Independence. But it is not true that the Indians for the first time had protested 
against the British rule. Because they had been economically exploited, much 
before the year 1857, the Indians had agitated against the British rule either 
jointly or separately at places which started from 1804-1805. But these 
movements could not draw publicity. But now, that these movements have 
become a part of our social history, it would not be proper. The famine of 1768, 
increased taxes on land and poor economic condition had forced the ‘Chuad’ 
tribals of Medinapore district to pickup an armed struggle against the British. 
This had continued till the end of the eighteenth century as the kings of 
Dhalbhum, Kailapal, Dholka and Birbhum had joined them. In 1820-1822, the 
‘Ho’ and ‘Munda’ tribals of Chhotnagpur and Singhbhum had raised arms 
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against the British rule because of the loans they had to incur by the new 
economic policies of the British government. It again revived in 1831 and 
continued till 1836. ‘Kolhas’ of Chhotnagpur opposed the process of land 
transfer to Sikh and Muslims coming from outside and revolted in 1829 which 
spread to Ranchi. Singhbhum, Hazaribagh, Palama and the western regions of 
Manbhum. In this revolt about one thousand Sikh and Muslim peasants had 
been killed by the Kolhas. The revolt was suppressed only after the British 
intervention into it. Like that the ‘Singho’ community in the north western part 
of India had revolted in 1830 and 1839. The Naika communities between 1835- 
42, Nagas between 1849-51, Kukis between 1829-1850, Kandhas from 1847- 
1855, Santals of Bihar between 1855-56, Hos of Chhotanagpur in 1826 and 
1836-37, Mundas in 1831-32, Bhumij and Chouras in 1832, Bhillas from the 
western regions of India from 1816-1819, the Kolis of Gujarat in 1824 and 
from 1839-1844, the inhabitants of Kolhapur and Shaharanpur between 1839- 
45, the Roudi family of Vizag between 1829-32, the Zamindars of Palkonda in 
1831, the Zamindar of Ghumusar, Dhananjaya Bhanja and his associates of 
Odisha in 1834-35, the Zamindar Madhukar Sa of Sagar and Jawahar Singh 
etc. in 1842, had raised their arms against the British rule much before Sepoy 
Mutiny. Along with this the agitation by the Indigo farmer of Bengal in 1860, 
the revolt of Marhatta farmers in 1865, the agitation of Champaran and Gera in 
1918 and the Bihar peasants agitation had all taken place. But the reasons for 
admitting Sepoy Mutiny as first war of Independence, and not all those agitations 
mentioned above were also equally valid and even mere justified to take into 
account the revolt against the king in Khurda in 1804 and the armed revolutionin 
1817 as the first struggle for independence. But the revolution failed to draw 
attention as it had taken place in Odisha. 


There is a difference of opinions regarding the Mutiny that took place in 
1857. While a group of writers acknowledge it as a well-planned and well- 
organised national revolution and opine that this was the first war of 
independence, another group of writers only acknowledge it as a mutiny confined 
to the sepoys. Sepoy Mutiny means the explosion of discontent among the 
soldiers and as the mutiny was an affairs of the sepoys alone, it is known as 
Sepoy Mutiny. The historians like Damodar Savarkar, Ashok Mehta, M.N. Sen 
and other famous writers consider the mutiny of 1857, as a great fight against 
foreign rule, while Sir John Lawerence, Silley, Rawalison, P.R. Roberts and 
some others treat it as an event confined to the sepoys. In spite of being a 
debatable topic, we can take it for certain that it was a mutiny against the British. 
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Ofcourse beginning with sepoys, the mutiny had spread large and people 
irrespective of their gender, religion, caste, creed or social status had joined the 
movement. It is a fact that most of its leaders had joined the fight for self-cause. 
But their objective was to free India from foreign rule. “Kill the English” was 
the war-cry. Like the sepoy mutiny, the people belonging to all classes had 
joined the Paik uprising of Khurda, while the participation of the tribals in 
Sepoy Mutiny was marginal. Paika uprising started with the tribals. Their leaders 
were the king, Bakshi and Diwan. Sepoy Mutiny was not a pan-Indian revolution, 
though it had touched many parts of India. Like that the Paika uprising had 
been put down when it started spreading to other parts of India. All the 
revolutions such as French Revolution or American War of Independence had 
started with a limited few people. If those are acknowledged as wars of 
Independence, and if 1857 Sepoy Mutiny is treated as war for independence, 
then the Paika Uprising of Khurda can be considered as the first phase of rise 
of nationalism and struggle for independence. 


Revolution is not a bomb which would explode all of a sudden, It is the 
outcome of discontent for a long period of time. The dynamite of discontent 
and hatred against the East India company rule had been there for the 1857 
mutiny. Chiefly political, economic, social, religious and military reasons were 
responsible for this revolution. Like that in the backdrop of the Paika revolt 
were the administrative exploitation of the East India company, the sunset rule, 
step motherly attitude to Khurda, and the discontent of the employees of the 
King. It began in 1804, then the Paika revolt of 1817, Bakshi Jagabandhu’s 
gorilla war, Tapanga mutiny, in 1827 and the Banpur revolt led by Kruttibas 
Pattsani in 1836 were the Chronological phases of this struggle for independence. 
The Sepoy Mutiny began in the year 1857 and came to an end the same year. 
Yet it got recognition of the war for independence. But how can the paika 
revolt which continued for many years like the freedom movement beginning 
for 1885 and continuing till independence, not be recognized as a war of 
independence ? 


In the whole of Odisha, Khurda had a legend of its own and had a unique 
tradition. This is the foundation of the golden rule of Bhoi dynasty of Khurda. 
This can be called two hundred and fifty years of Odisha history. The most 
prayed deity and life line of Odia people, the existence of Lord Jagannath is 
associated with this history. So the tradition of Khurda is Sri Jagannath tradition. 
Khurda was representing the whole of Odisha. “Oudra’ was the other name of 
Khandayats. The Muslims had named our state as Odisha from this name 
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‘Oudra’. There was a large settlement of Odras in Khurda. So Khurda was the 
centre of Odisha. The persons whose great deeds have enriched the history of 
Khurda include Ramachandra Deb-I, the founder of Bhoi dynasty. The twelfth 
king of same dynasty king Mukunda Deb II, his war-hero military general Bakshi 
Jagabandhu, Rajguru Krushna Chandra Mahapatra and Diwan Krushna Chandra 
Bhramarbar Ray. 


The founder of Bhoi dynasty Gajapati Rama Chandra Deb ruled over 
Khurda from 1568 to 1600. He had been recognized as an independent king by 
king Todarmall and then ruled over 129 districts with the recognition of 
Mansingh, the military general of Akbar and ruled over khurda as a semi 
independent king with a lot of respect in the Moghul court. After him Purusottam 
Deb reigned over Khurda from 1600 to 1631. At that time, the Moghul Subedar 
was king Lakyan Malla, Das Bidyadhar was the minister and military chief of 
Khurda. Subedar Kalyan Malla Das be-friended Bidyadhar with an evil intention. 
He invited him to his camp and killed him. Narsingh Deb became the king 
from 1621 to 1646 of Khurda after Purusottam Deb. As he was Childless, there 
was hostility between his elder brother Balabhadra Ray and the son of his 
younger brother Gangadhar Ray. As there was enmity between the king and the 
Khandayats of Kokalgarh, one of them named Anirudhha Ray Pritam betrayed 
Narsingha Deb and assassinated him by conspiring with the Amir Nawab Fateh 
Khan of Subedar Mutkwad Khan and inviting him to the Royal palace at Puri 
in 1646. Fateh Khan looted the Jagannath temple and the royal palace after 
killing Narasingha Deb. Gangadhar Ray, the nephew of Narasingh Deb was a 
part of this conspiracy. Then Balabhadra Ray with the help of the Raypritam 
clan of Kokalgarh killed Gangadhar Ray and became the king from 1646 to 
1656. Gopinath Deb reigned over Khurda from 1720 to 1726. He was a man of 
very loose character. So his Diwan sayed Beg, Benu Bhramarabara Ray and 
Khurda Bakshi Krushna Narendra teamed together and killed him. Within a 
short period of Birakishore Deb ascending the throne, the Merhattas invaded 
and occupied Odisha and thus released the Bhoi Kings and Sri Jagannath from 
the oppression of other ethnic groups. The king of Khemandi King Narayan 
Deb attacked Khurda in 1760. Bira Kishore Deb was unable to pay the amount 
of money as per the agreement with the Marhattas, he pledged the regions of 
Rahanga, Chabiskud, Lembai and Sirai etc. and handed over the occupation of 
these to Merhatta Subedar Sibabhatta Samantaray. In the last phase of his life, 
Bira Kishore Deb went mad and Killed his four sons. With the death of Dibya 
Singha Deb in 1789, his son Mukunda Deb II became the last king of Khurda, 
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though he was then a minor. In the fifth year of his reign, the English occupied 
Odisha in 1803. As the King was a minor, his minister or Dewan Jaykrushna 
Rajguru Mahapatra Bhramarabara Ray (Jayee Rajguru) acted as the guardian 
of the king in administering the kingdom. 


The British occupied the state of Benegal after defeating its Nawab Siraj 
Udoulla in the Battle of Plasey in 1757. After forty six years, when the Marhattas 
gave up their control over Odisha in 1803 as per the truce reached at Debagram, 
the soldiers of East India company invaded and occupied Puri. In the next 
phases they took over Balasore and Cuttack Barabati Fort and thus completed 
their occupation of Odisha. Mukunda Deb nurtured a hope that he would get 
back his lost glory as a king and his lost kingdom after Governor General 
Wellshelley preached about a liberal code of principles and peace, after the 
English took over Odisha. But the commissioners colonel Harcoat and Mr. De. 
Melville refused to return the regions of Rahanga, Chabiskud, Lembai and 
Sirai which had been snatched away by the Merhattas. With the English rule 
coming into effect in 1803, the English rulers now paid their attention to land 
settlement. They were not ready to accept the rules in whole, prevalent during 
the Merhatta regime. They wanted to bring certain changes, but they did not 
have sufficient employees and time with them. So they tried to introduce easy 
means of collecting taxes. With the new law introduced the landlords, whether 
big or small could foresee their complete extinction. 


The English administration wrote a letter to Mukunda Deb on October 
23, 1803, requesting him to provide all possible help to the English military 
force proceeding toward Badamala Ghati after occupying. Barabati Fort. Before 
this an agreement was reached between Mukunda Deb and the Britishers that 
they would pay the King an amount of Rs. 90,000/- towards the taxes of Rahanga, 
Chabiskud, Sirai and Lembai. As the money was not paid, the king raised the 
issue. The king himself started collecting taxes from Rahanga etc. claiming his 
right over them. In 1804, the English rulers brought out a new agreement. Then 
it was decided that the English would occupy Khurda. To lay a siege of Khurda 
Garh, the English commissioner along with a force of seven hundred soldiers 
camped in an open ground of Mukunda Prasad. Jayee Rajguru took the main 
lead in the war that took place then. 

Within a few days of the occupation of Odisha, Jayee Rajguru began a 
daring revolt against the English rulers taking King Mukunda Deb of Khurda 
to his side. Jayee Rajguru had perhaps thought it would be easy to drive out the 
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Britishers as they had come to Odisha a short time before. For that he did not 
make the required preparation nor sought the support of the people of the 
kingdom, He invited the powerful British force to war with a few Paikas with 
him. Mukunda Deb was not a part of it. The battle waged by Jayee Rajguru was 
branched as treason and the British force attacked Khurda. They began their 
attack from the north. After three weeks of siege, the English broke down the 
wall of the Fort and tried to get in. 


“The approaches from the south lay through a difficult pass between the 
Barunei hills and were stockaded and fortified with strong massionary barriers. 
It was three weeks before we were in a position to carry thereworks by storm”. 


“It was not long however, before we had to encounter a storm which 
burst with such sudden fury as to threaten our expulsion, if not from the whole 
Odisha, atleast from the territory of Khurda, this was the rebellion of the Paikas, 
a kind of local militia, to whom the English conquest had brought little, but 
ruin and oppression. 


While achieving victory of Odisha, there were heavy casualties from the 
British army as they encountered the well-organised opposition of Khurda 
dynasty and the Paikas. The English were stupefied by the opposition and self- 
sacrifice of the Paikas. Especially they were stunned at the heroism and 
diplomacy of Jayee Rajguru. The irresistible desire in him not to allow the 
English to enter into the land of Odisha had transformed into a rebellion. On 
his advice, the king of Khurda declared revolution against the English. This 
rebellion is the first revolution of the masses against the British rule. Towards 
the end of December, the formidable fort of Khurda finally submitted to the 
guns of the English soldiers for three weeks continuously. This Khurda fort, 
built by Rama Chandra Deb was well-protected with one inner and one outer 
wall and deep gadakhai surrounding it and there were four gates of this fort. It 
was easy to counter the enemies from inside. The gate on the east side was used 
to remain open allowing people to enter and go out. There were two rooms of 
Pratihari (Guards) attached to this main gate. This was situated to the east side 
of Barunai hills and in the diagonal room attached to it was the store house of 
weapons. Despite continuous gunfiring and laying siege over three weeks, the 
English force had not been able to get an entry into the fort. Rajguru Jaya 
Krushna Mahapatra, the Rajguru of Khurda dynasty, an entra-ordinarily 
courageous fighter was in the charge of the Eastern gate along with his Paika 
brigade. The north gate was being protected by the Militiary Chief Bakshi 
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Jagabandhu, and the western gate was guarded by Dewan Harihar Bhramarabara 
Ray. The guns continued to bombard the wall on the eastern side of the fort and 
finally a part of the wall collapsed under heavy fire. Coming to know about the 
imminent fall of the fort the king, Rajguru, military chief, Diwan, guards and 
the fighting Paikas shifted to Rameshwar Garh near Khurda. And then this 
formidable fort was destroyed. The hills of Barunei became silent and silence 
ruled over its forests. This was the same fort which had protected the religion 
and nationalism of Odisha against the invasion of the Moghuls over 170 years. 
This fort had protected the Odias from the anarchy created by the attack of Kala 
Pahada. King Mukunda Deb was arrested by the English and was kept as a 
prisoner in Barabati Fort. Jayee Rajguru preferred death to surrendering to the 
British. He reinforced his regiment and again got prepared to strike back. All 
the tricks to persuade the king of Khurda to change sides failed. The English 
also realized that they would not be able to convince Rajguru. The Paikas were 
armed with their traditional weapons to fight against the sophisticated and 
modern war weapons of the British. But finally they were defeated. The English 
killed many paikas after attacking and demolishing Khurda fort and took many 
as prisoners. Among them was Jayee Rajguru. The king of Khurda was dislodged 
from his throne on December 5, 1804 and on January 5, 1805, he was taken in 
as a prisoner. Later Mukunda Deb gave in writing to the English that Jayee 
Rajguru was responsible for all the disturbances that happened and he had no 
role in it. Therefore, he was released and he was paid two thousand one hundred 
and thirty three rupees five annas and four pahulas in lieu of Khurda. He was 
allowed to stay in the royal palace at Balisahi at Puri and was entrusted with the 
administration of the temple of Lord Jagannath. Rajguru did not shift the 
responsibility like the king and admitted all his so-called guilt. He was lodged 
in the jail of Medinapore. He was convicted with treason. And he was sentenced 
to death in a cruel way by hanging his two legs from a banyan tree at Bagi 
groves of Medinapore on December 6,1806. Odias will never forget his sacrifice, 
he was the first martyr of the first war of independence. And with his demise, 
the independence, developed culture, tradition, art and sculpture were lost. 
Crores of Indians mourned his loss. 


In order to have a strong hold on Khurda, new tahsildar, chief employee 
and police officers were appointed and Khurda became an important kingdom 
under the British rule. Major Fletcher was appointed as the administrator of 
Khurda. He took away all the non-taxable lands being enjoyed by the Paikas 
with new settlement laws passed by the new court set up by him. He began 
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oppressing the paikas by introducing strict laws for revenue collection. The 
corrupt Bengali officials took advantage of the situation and auctioned the lands 
to cater to their own interest. The Bakshi and Dewans lost their land which they 
were enjoying since time immemorial. Even the profession of manufacturing 
salt from sea & Chilika was disallowed with new salt laws. So after 13 years of 
the revolution led by Rajguru, there was another agitation, this time led by the 
Great War hero Bakshi Jagabandhu. It was he who organised the Paikas to start 
a rebellion which is Paika Uprising or Paika Mutiny like the 1857 Mutiny, it 
was a well co-ordinated armed struggle against the British rule. 


The Marhattas were collecting taxes through the ‘amils’ appointed by 
them. The English followed the same process till new land settlement laws 
came into force. The amils used to give the estimate of the tax-collection to the 
collector, every month, who then sent it to the collector. In order to supervise 
the pilgrim tax and management of Jagannath temple, a collector was appointed 
in Puri. According to the Law 4 enacted in June, 1804. Odisha was divided into 
two districts. The regions above the Mahanadi remained in charge of Mr. 
Robertker and Rv. Charles Grim remained in charge of the southern region, 
both in the capacity of Judge, Collector and Magistrate. At that time thousands 
of criminal and police laws prevalent in Bengal were introduced in Odisha. By 
the rule 13 of 1805, one Collector remained in charge of Puri instead of two 
stationed at Puri. Board of commissioners was scrapped from Odisha with 
Odisha coming under Odisha-Calcutta Board or Revenue. Rule 14 of 1805 
again introduced all the Bengali Diwani acts in Odisha. Mr. Ker was appointed 
as judge and magistrate. Mr. Oweb was appointed as collector. Mr. Kini was 
given the charge as salt agent. Three tehsildars were appointed to collect taxes 
from Balasor, Jajpur and Khurda. Police stations were set up at Basta, Balasore, 
Soro, Bhadrak, Jajpur, Arakhpur, Asureswar, Matto, Cuttack, Pipili, Puri, Gopa, 
Trivan, Hariharpur, Praharajpur, Khurda, Banapur and Chudamani etc. Town 
police were arranged for Cuttack and Puri. 


With the issue of a notice, the Board of commissioners started a new tax 
code on September 15, 1804. The first land settlement laws were enacted 
following the models of Marhattas introduced by Mr. Narendra Rai and Gopal 
Rao. This was accepted and made an article of Rule 12 of 1805. The land 
settlement was done for three years. The English were enacting permanent 
land settlement laws. 
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After the death sentence awarded to Jayee Rajguru, the East India 
Company Government released Mukunda Deb from Prison. And after that there 
was an indescribable reign of oppression and torture. Being exhausted with 
this, Bakshi Jagabandhu met Gajapati in the palace and requested him to join 
the revolt though he was not willing to be a part of it. There was eruption of 
revolution by the Paikas who had been exploited and tortured by the Muslims, 


Moghuls, Merhattas and English from 1568 to 1816. They accepted Bakshis 
leadership unhesitatingly. 


About 400 ‘Kandhas’ came from Banpur jointed with the Paikas of Khurda 
in 1816. The interference in the Jagannath temple administration, dethroning 
Gajapati Mukunda Deb, the introduction of English currency, collection of 
pilgrim tax, taxing non-taxable lands, giving khurda a special status, the 
introduction of salt law, the mean conspiracy of the Bengali officials, the auction 
of lands at throw away prices with the introduction of sunset law injustice to 
Bakshi, military rule in many parts of Odisha were some of the major reasons 
for this large scale mass agitation. Gopal Chhotray, Padmanav Paikray, Ana 
Singh, Natha Pradhan, Narasingha Dalabehera, Jamukoli, Dalabehera, Krushna 
Chadra Bhramarabara Ray and the Paikas came to his assistance. Roadanga 
was the centre of this revolt. The police station and the treasury at Banapur 
were looted and put on fire. The government officials fled to Cuttack and other 
places to save their lives as thousands of Paikas joined the revolution. The 
betrayer Charan Pattnaik was killed by the Paikas by putting his house at Kudiari 
in flames. Bakshi almost compelled the king to lend his support to the agitation 
by linking his name to everything that was happening. The king came to Khurda 
disobeying the restriction and was ready to occupy the throne. When Bakshi 
came to know that Captain Le Frabre was coming towards them with a force of 
550 soldiers, they decided to run away. On July 3, 1816, the king and Bakshi 
went towards Banapur. Diwan Krushna Chandra Ray went towards Kanas 
secretly. But Mr. Le Fabro took the king as prisoner and he was again kept as a 
prisoner in Barabati Fort. The agitation had spread to Puri, Nayagarh, Daspalla, 
Ranapur, Boudh, Ghumusar and Athamallick. The king of Ghumusar helped 
Bakshi as he was related to him and Bakshi and Krushna Chandra took shelter 
at Shergarh as it was the house of his father-in-law. Bakshi then sought the 
support of Marhattas to drive out the British. As the king of Ghumusar Srikar 
Bhanja had helped Bakshi, his clan was decimated by the angry Britishers. The 
English Government could not arrest despite every effort they made or every 
trick they applied. Even after declaring cash rewards on Bakshi and his associates 
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did not bear any fruit. Then the British Government declared that Bakshi would 
be pardoned and would be kept under house arrest in an around Calcutta if he 
would surrender. When that also did not yield any fruit. Bakshi would be settled 
at Cuttack or Balasore with all dignity if he would surrender. The government 
started back channel talks with Bakshi’s adopted Son. Bakshi in a reply to the 
Government move demanded all the privilege he was enjoying to be restored. 
Bakshi’s friends and his family members were arrested. But they released them 
quickly apprehending bloody retaliation from Bakshi Finally, the English 
Government proposed to Bakshi through his adopted son that he would be 
welcomed and would be settled with a monthly honorarium of Rs. 200/-. But 
still then Bakshi did not surrender for another two years. In 1825 a well-wisher 
of Bakshi Baraju Paikaray could facilitate a meeting between Bakshi and Mr. 
Wilkinson. As per the agreement, Bakshi settled at Cuttack with honorarium of 
one hundred fifty rupees. This legendary war hero breathed his last on January 
24, 1829. while he was under house arrest at Cuttack. 


Bakshi immortalized himself as a martyr. By his sacrifice for cause of the 
down- trodden and oppressed, he set an example for the way-ward, selfish, 
corrupt, opportunistic individuals of the present generation. 


If a revolution is an eruption of discontent gathered for a long time, it 
started in Khurda and spread to other parts of Odisha. The Paika uprising was 
the curtain-raiser of the enactment of the drama of struggle for independence 
which started in 1857. It would not be over-statement to call Paika Revolution 
as the genuine First war of Indian Independence. Whatever virtues might be 
attributed to this glorious struggle, it was undoubtedly the first kind of well co- 
ordinated armed resistance against the mighty British power and will remain aS 
a model of inspiration to inculcate nationalism as a pan-Indian Culture. 


O 
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THE DEMONETIZATION OF COWRY AND 
PAIKA REBELLION OF 1817 


Dr. Lalatendu Das Mohapatra 


Demonetization of cowry which was one of the three major factors for 
the outbreak of the Paika (peasant militia) revolt of Khordha in 1817,has been 
accepted as ill conceived or premature by many officials of the then East India 
Company government in Odisha. The other two factors were land revenue policy 
and salt monopoly introduced by the company government immediately after 
they took possession of Odisha. Though the latter two factors have been 
discussed at length by the scholars, the demonetization of cowry has not received 
the adequate attention as it deserves. 


Before discussing about the currency system introduced by the company 
government, it is necessary to know the system prevalent in Odisha in pre- 
British days. Perhaps since antiquity, cowries were being used as a popular 
currency system in Odisha. Though gold, silver, copper and coins of other metals 
were known their use was limited to major transactions. The masses were 
accustomed to cowry and nothing else. After Odisha’s annexation with the 
Mughal empire in 1592, its economy was slowly integrated with Mughal India 
as a result of its economic interaction with rest of India. The Mughals had also 
introduced a sound monetary system in which collection of land revenue was 
preferred in cash than kind. The agricultural products after being converted 
into monetary values were collected as revenue. However, Odisha’s response 
to this system was rather very slow or minimal because of the deep impact of 
cowry in its monetary system. The Mughals therefore preferred not to interfere 
in the system and allowed the collection of land revenue in cowry. The peasants 
used to pay the land revenue in cowry or food grains to the village headmen or 
taluqdars who after selling them to the traders or mahajans deposited the revenue 
in silver or copper coins with state exchequers. About the popularity of cowries 
among the masses the 17® century English navigator Captain Thomas Bowrey 
says that the people of Odisha were totally ignorant about any other form of 
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monetary transactions except cowries (Bowery, 1905:200). Even they did not 
know the exchange value of one rupee with cowry. After Mughals, the Marathas 
had also continued with the same practice of collecting land revenues in cowries. 
That’s why the people had no reason to grumble. 


In pre-modern economy Maldives was comparatively backward so far its 
agricultural and manufacturing sectors were concerned. That’s why it depended 
on the Indian sub-continent, especially Odisha for its foodstuffs and clothes. 
This dependence started increasing in the 17® century which continued till the 
first two decades of the 19® century. Almost every year, ten ships, loaded with 
rice and other food grains were sailing for Maldives from Balasore and were 
returning here loaded with cowry. These cowries were used for monetary 
transaction in entire Odisha. Besides, the surplus cowries were also being sent 
outside. Because of this economic exchange of rice and cowry, the economy of 
Maldives and Odisha became inter-dependent. 


After British occupation of Odisha in 1803, they re assessed the land 
revenue under Regulation XII of 1805. By this regulation they hoped to enhance 
the revenue. But the most disappointing aspect of this regulation was that the 
peasants and the zemindars were to pay the revenues in cash and deposit them 
in the treasury. As stated earlier though the Mughals and the Marathas preferred 
collection in cash, they allowed the concession in Odisha by continuing with 
the traditional system. But to suit their own trading interest the East India 
company by referring the cowry currency as ‘barbaric’, decided to scrap it 
altogether. Therefore following the Regulation XII of 1805, the Company 
decided to collect revenues in cowry till 1807, after which they were to accept 
them in rupees only. 


In pre-British days the state dues of both peasants and the zamindars 
were computed in cowries and collected thereafter.But after Regulation XII, 
this due was calculated in rupees. A peasant before obtaining the piece of land 
to plough, had to give an undertaking to the zamindar the amount of rupees he 
would pay as land rent to him and cultivated the land thereafter. The amount 
was fixed taking into account the exchange value of rupees and cowry. The 
value of land rent was first computed into cowry; thereafter it was converted 
into rupees at the deciding rate of four kahanas two panas per rupee. But as the 
centuries old practice of transacting business in cowry had become so much a 
reality in the blood and vein of the people of Odisha that they continued with it 
even after 1808.The British government had thought that by discouraging 
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acceptance of revenue in cowry people would gradually discontinue its 
transaction and replace it with rupee.But the general transaction in cowry 
continued as usual. A peasant had to sell his surplus produces to a money- 
lender to pay his share of land revenue in cowry to the zemindar. The zemindar 
in turn sold those cowries to the money-lender and exchanged it with silver or 
copper rupees, which he thereafter deposited them in state’s treasury towards 
his share of land revenue. Before the British occupation of Odisha the exchange 
yalue of rupee was below 4 kahans but the English slightly decreased its value 
by making it 2 panas cheaper to gain more revenue. So long as the exchange 
value was nearly 4 kahanas the zamindars and the peasants never protested. 
But after 1808 the value of cowry suddenly began to decrease. The following 
table shows the systematic decrease of the value of cowry from 1807 to 1812. 


1807 3 Kahans 14 panas 10 gandas 
1808 4 0 0 
1809 4 6 0 
1810 5 0 0 
1811 6 12 0 
1812 6 8 0 


The devaluation of cowry started when rupees was mandatorily required 
to be collected and deposited in state’s exchequer.By 1812 it was as low as 7 
Kahanas. 


But the value of cowry was much higher before the English rule. Thomas 
Bowrey in the 17® century tells us that one rupee fetched 2500 cowries in 
Balasore. Only during the reign of Akbar, it had gone upto 10 kahanas. It was 
because Odisha had to adjust the new Mughal rule under Akbar. 


This devaluation had ruined the conditions of both the zamindars and 
peasants. About this ill conceived measure S.C. Dey says, “The hasty step taken 
by the British government to stop the cowry currency which constituted the 
main medium of exchange among the vast majority of the people of Orissa for 
centuries resulted in abnormal fall in the price of cowry upsetting the whole 
monetary system in the province and causing great misery and hardship to the 
people at large. The agriculturists were particularly hard hit, as they had to 
dispose of their products in the market less than the official rate of cowry. 
There was great discontentment among the people on this account". 
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In this connection it may be mentioned that as per 1805 regulation, only 
zamindars were allowed to pay the money to the treasury at the rate of 4 Kahanas 
and 2 panas of cowries per rupee. But as cowry was thought to be ceased in 
transaction after 1808, there was no official exchange value announced by the 
government. That’s why it had no control over its gradual devaluation. How 
the devaluation of cowry brought havoc in the lives of peasants and zemindars 
was explained in a report by Mr Trower, the then collector of Cuttack, 


“A1] zamindaree accounts are in the first instance computed in Cowries, 
that being the circulating medium in mofussil, and better understood by the 
Ryotts, than rupee. A Ryott engages to rent from the land holder. Eight beeghas 
of land, producing various crops, agreeably to the value of which the assessment 
is made and we will suppose the total assessment of the 8 Beeghas, to amount 
to 144 Khanwons of Cauries. To this is added an account of Kuchas, 2 puns per 
Khawon (and frequently a long list of other demands) making on the whole 
162 khawons, which are turned into Rupees at the Government rate of Exchange 
of 4 Khawons per Rupee, making sicca rupees 40.5.0 for which sum the Ryott 
signs a Qubooleat. As the Mofussil and Bazar rate of cowries is from 6 to 7 
khanwons the rupee, the Ryott to engage him to pay the sum for which he 
stands engaged must sell the produce of his land for 280 khawons of cowries 
instead of 162, the rate at which it was calculated in the first instances; and if 
the season is favourable and he can keep his green till a good market is offered, 
he is, sometimes, able to do this and even make some profit besides. But if 
from some calamity of season scarcity of Rupees, or any other accident, he is 
unable to pay his Revenue by the time required, he is obliged to have recourse 
to Mahajan to advance him money, who debits him in his Books at the rate of 7 
khawons (more or less) for the Rupee, besides adding interest, discount, price 
of stamp paper for a Bond etc. all of which is to be paid from the next year’s 
produce. If instead of going to a Mahajan, he goes to his Zemindar and offers 
to pay his revenues in Cowries, the Landholder will not receive them at the rate 
at which he originally assessed the Land, 162 Khawns but demands 7 Khawns 
the Rupee, as the qubooleat was signed for Sicca Rupees, which he himself 
pays to Government.” (Orissa Record II of 77-78). 


The above report of Mr. Trower suggests that if the peasant had a good 
produce, he could sell it at 7 kahanas cowries per rupee in the market rate and 
paid the revenue at the exchange price of 4 kahanas 2 panas per rupee earning 
a profit of 3 kahanas . But in case of crop failure at the time of famine he had to 
borrow from the money lender at the rate of 4 kahanas and 2 panas to pay his 
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dues to the zemindar. But though the money lender lent him at 4 kahanas he 
defrauded him in a written bond of lending him at the market price of 7 kahanas 
. In this process the peasants fell into the debt trap and had to pay 7 kahanas per 
rupee to the money-lender next year. The zemindar had also no respite as they 
had to exchange the cowries in silver coins from the money-lender. The money- 
lender demanded 7 kahans, the market rate instead of 4 kahanas 2 panas per 
rupee from the zemindar. The zamindars therefore had to supplement the loss 
by forcing the farmers to pay at the rate which he had to pay to the money 
lender.If the peasants were unable to pay this exorbitant rate then they had no 
option but to desert the estate and flee to the hill tracts or another village. In 
such cases, the zemindar had to invite the pahi ryots to cultivate the land.But 
the pahi ryots were under no obligation to pay the revenue at the same rate 
which a thani ryot was contracted for. So in this process the demonetization of 
cowries had ruined both the zemindars and his land tenants. 


But what were the factors for the devaluation of cowries ? There was 
differences of opinion between the local collector and their officers posted in 
Calcutta.First it was thought that excess of cowries in market might have caused 
its devaluation. But after ascertaining the situation from the port of Balasore 
and actual condition in market they ruled out this possibility. Every year twelve 
thousand rupees values of cowries were imported to Balasore from Maldives 
and from there they were disbursed to other markets in Odisha.But a considerable 
quantity were also re-exported to other places in India. Further it was also 
believed that ten thousand rupees of cowries used to replace the damaged 
cowries.So the theory of excess quantity of cowries in market causing 
devaluation was ruled out. 


On the other hand, was it devalued because of scarcity of silver coins ? At 
that time, the silver sicca rupees minted in Bengal or the silver rupee minted in 
Arcott in Madras was equal to one rupee. After the demonetization of cowries 
huge amount of silver rupees was needed to pay and deposit the land revenue 
in government treasury. It was therefore believed that sudden rise in the demand 
of silver coins had rendered the cowries overflow in the market . Three factors 
were attributed for the deficit of silver coins in Odisha market. First, all the 
silver coins deposited in the treasuries as taxes, were transported to the treasury 
of Calcutta after 1808. Thus silver coins worth of ten lakh of rupees were 
calculated to have been transported to Calcutta. Secondly, with the decline of 
rice trade with southern india the flow of silver coins from Madras also stopped 
causing its scarcity. Thirdly, with the introduction of salt monopoly by the British 
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government the export of salt to outside the province also declined causing a 
prevention of the source of inflow of silver coin. Of course, after the English 
occupation in 1803, rice was imported to Calcutta from Odisha which has 
increased the flow of silver coins into Odisha from Bengal. Besides, after British 
occupation of Odisha the increase of pilgrims from Bengal and other parts of 
India to Puri also strengthened the inflow of silver coins to Odisha as these 
pilgrims brought silver coins with them to make transaction in Puri. 


Whatever may be the reasons, though the officials in their correspondences 
accepted that this chaos was the result of faulty currency system introdued not 
suitable for the economic life of the people of Odisha, they still believed that 
the situation would improve in a short period of time once the copper paise was 
brought into virculation.But there was no second opinion of the fact that de- 
recognition of cowry as currency was the main reason for its devaluation. Taking 
advantage of this chaos, how the money-lenders in those days resorted to 
unscrupulous practice was explained by Mr Faukir, one of the former collectors 
of Cuttack in his report, 


“Cowries keeping their price as long as they were received in payment of 
Revenue, but as soon as it was known that after a certain period they would not 
be received in payment, at the collectors Treasury, the Rupee became of greater 
value from that moment than it had ever been before and the cowries fell in 
proportion; but as there still remained a certain period, for the receipt of cowries 
at the Treasury and as an idea prevailed, that perhaps even when that period 
had elapsed, a longer time might be granted, the shroffs immediately took 
advantage of the fall in the value of the Cowries and purchased them up at the 
rate of 5 and 6 Cawons the Rupees, and buried them in their houses, thinking to 
make profit largely by their purchase. They were however disappointd in their 
expectation, and many of them failed and were obliged to quit the District, and 
their hoards of cowries were thrown open to the Market, thus affording a second 
cause for their depreciation...” (Orissan Records II, 68-69) 


As per the above report, the devaluation of cowry had started from the 
day it was banned in the treasury in Cuttack. But instead of prohibiting it instantly 
the authority offered to accept it till 1808 when the total prohibition of cowry 
was implemented.But the money lenders anticipating further relaxation of time 
and its further devaluation, made some bulk purchase of them at the devalued 
price of 5 or 6 kahanas per rupee and hoarded them.But contrary to their 
anticipation as no further extension of the period was allowed, they had no 
other option but to release them causing further glut in cowry market. 
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Though by 1812 the government had totally discontinued the acceptance 
of cowries for payment of revenue, the masses still continued their transaction 
in it. The administration therefore realized that it would not be possible to 
completely wipe out this currency from transaction. So to check its further 
devaluation they decided to withdraw excess cowry from market by purchasing 
them. Accordingly the collector recommended to import copper paise of the 
value of 12,000 rupees from Calcutta and purchase cowry of that amount from 
the market. These cowries were decided to be given to the Jagannath temple of 
Puri for their use. The government also accepted this recommendation of the 
collector and sent copper paise of 12,000 rupees to Cuttack to purchase the 
cowries. These cowries were paid to the servitors of Jagannath temple.On the 
other hand the government hoped that by circulating the copper coin in bulk in 
the rural market the people would gradually accept them. At that time the value 
of one copper paise was 1 pana cowry(ibid, 70,71). 


Though we have no instant report as to what extent the masses were 
accustomed to copper paise, but the report of 1813 and 1814 states that the 
value of cowry remained stable between 4 to 5.5 kahanas in Cuttack, Khordha, 
Balasore, Puri and Jeypore(ibid, 71). But it had come down to 7 kahanas in 
1812.Though the value of cowry had increased from its position in 1812, it was 
not easy to educate the masses about the usefulness of copper currency.For 
smaller transaction one paise was still dearer for the people then cowry.On the 
other hand the money lenders who earned good profit on its exchange they 
vehemently opposed the introduction of copper currency. That really troubled 
the administration. So the British government had to face tough opposition 
from both money lender and masses. 


After the suppression of Paika uprising in 1817, the British officials starting 
from district collector and Board of Revenue to Accountant General and 
Secretary of the Territorial Department had started rigorous introspection to 
resolve this crisis.All of them had agreed that it was neither easy to scrap cowry 
from the transaction altogether nor make the people to use copper coin instantly. 
In his letter to Holt Mackenzee, the Secretary, the Accountant General stated 
that though he was not in favour of collecting land revenues in cowry yet 
complete removal of it would be an arbitrary decision.Since the entire amount 
of revenue was computed in cowry, not accepting it in monetary transaction 
would be unlawful. That’s why he had recommended the use of cowry as fraction 
of the rupee in transaction. He therefore suggested to make an official 
announcement in which one Calcutta rupee be equivalent to 4 kahanas of cowries 
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and one copper paise equivalent to 80 pans cowries.By offering this suggestion 
the Accountant General thought that if both cowries and copper coins were 
allowed simultaneously in the transaction people would gradually prefer copper 
coin because of its easy portability and storage. So he requested the collector 
of Cuttack to release all the copper coins at his disposal to the market. Further 
he also suggested to mint copper coins worth of Rs. 50,000/- in the mint in 
Calcutta and their release in the market. 


But, though Mr. Mackenjee realized the whole crisis, he was not in favour 
of re-introducing cowries in transaction. Instead he accepted his second proposal 
of disbursing more copper coin into market. 


After 1803, as a result of new land settlement laws, many Odias had lost 
their zemindaris. Their zemindaris were auctioned in Calcutta at throw away 
prices. The Bengali amlas posted in Odisha purchased those zemindaris and 
exploited the farmers. Moreover, the monopoly of the salt trade of the company 
had increased the price of the salt putting people into more difficulty. With this 
the demonetization of cowry and its gradual devaluation added to the woes of 
common people and the peasants. For the people of Odisha it took several 
decades to give away cowry in transaction. In the garhjats in western Odisha 
people in the end of the 19® century also were seen using cowries in rural 
market.(Nayak, 360). This currency for centuries had become part and parcel of 
the economic life of the people of Odisha. The people had to pay a heavy penalty 
after the arbitrary decision of the government to scrap its transaction. About 
this Susil Chandra De says, 


“., Sudden imposition of new currency in place of the century — old 
currency was highly detrimental to the best interest of the people of the province. 
It quite upset the whole system and brought in chaos and confusion in its trail. 
The British Rulers in their overzealousness to do away with the crude currency 
and introduce, in its place, a civilized one, forgot to make a proper and thorough 
study of the whole situation before launching upon their new scheme. It was a 
piece of injudicious rash act which resulted in disastrous effects on the inbabitants 
of the provinces.” (De, 20) 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE MARTYRS ON THE 
BACKDROP OF PAIKA UPRISING 


Satyabadi Baliarsing 


The presiding deity of the state of Utkal was Lord Shri Jagannath and 
Gajapati was his representative. The state had lost its independence and 
sovereignty in 1568 A.D. To protect and preserve the tradition, Gajapati Rama 
Chandra Dev ascended the throne of Khurda. His first and primary work was 
to re-install the three idols, kidnapped by Kalapahad, in the temple of Puri 
kidnapped by Kalapahada . The history says, Kalapahada had taken away the 
three idols and had burnt them on the bank of Ganga. A pious man named 
Bishara Mohanty rescued the ‘Brahma and hid it in Kujanga. Gajapati Rama 
Chandra Dev brought the ‘Brahma’ from Kujanga, built three wooden idols of 
Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra and Shubhadra and placed them in Gadakhurda. 
He re-installed them in Puri temple In 1580 and re-introduced ‘Mahaprasad’ 
which was stopped for eight long years. At the place, the Lord stayed at 
Gadakhurda for some time, was later named as “Jagannthpur Cuttack”. So 
from 1572 to December 5, 1804, for 232 years Khurda Gada remained the 
capital of Odisha and was the centre of tradition and culture of Utkal. It is said 
that because of the razorsharp appearances and valour of paikas, Khurda had 
been named so i.e. Khurda. 


By the time, Khurda Kingdom was created and Khurda fort was built, the 
traditional capital of Odishan empire, Cuttack. Barabati fort had come under 
the possession of Afghans and there after the Moghuls. With the fall of Utkal 
empire, the areas from the river Godabari to Ichhapur came under Sultan of 
Golkunda and the areas from the river Kathjori to Hugly came under the rule of 
Afghans and then Moghals. After that, in 1751, the Marathas occupied Odisha. 
Jagannath religion and culture were safe as they were Hindus. The British took 
away Odisha from the Marathas in 1803 and they occupied Khurda fort in 
1804. The Paika rebellion against the British rule took place under the leadership 
of Jayee Rajguru. It became unsuccessful in achieving its objective. Then 
Bakshi’s Gorrila war against the British for eight years put the British 
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government in a tight corner. This paika rising was the first mass revolution 
against the British. It had spread to many parts of Odisha. It also did not yield 
the desired result. Then there was an armed struggle led by Madhab Chandra 
Routray, the Dalabehera of Tapanga, in 1827 and in 1836, it was Kruttibas 
Pattsani who led an armed struggle against the British. The soil of Khurda is 
still wet with the blood of the martyrs who had sacrificed their lives to protect 
their mother land and they have immortalized themselves through their stories 
of valour and courage. 


The two years of English rule from 1803 to 1804, was a decisive phase in 
the fate of Odisha. During this period, Jayee Rajguru was the priest and the 
chief of the armed force of the minor king Mukunda Dev. At this critical moment, 
had Jayee Rajguru, Bakshi Jagabandhu, Dewan Harihar come and joined 
together and devised strategies, the history of Odisha would have been different. 
Even the English historian admitted that had the British Forces been attacked 
when they were crossing the mouth of Chilika, they would have faced disaster. 
In this context, the famous writer Surendra Mohanty has written in his book 
“Shatabdira Surya” “If the khurda king Mukunda Dev and Jayee Rajguru had 
given some kind of resistance on the day, when Mr. Harcourt and Mr. Melville 
proceeded from Kulaprayagi villge near Chilika with six hundred Europeans, 
three hundred Telenga Sepoys and eight cart loads of foods and arms and 
ammunitions, the history of Odisha would have taken a different turn. When 
the time comes for the fall in the history of a nation, its first distortion begins in 
the conscience and life force of its destiny — makers. This had happened with 
Mukunda Dev and advisor, Jayee Rajguru". 


Mukunda Dev was under the impression that he would get back the four 
praganas of Sirei, Lembei, Rahanga and Chabiskud which they had lost earlier. 
He did not oppose the English. There was an unwritten agreement between 
him and colonel Harcourt. But when Jayee Rajguru along with two hundred 
Paikas went and met Harcourt at Barabati Fort of Cuttack, he flatly denied to 
give any land to Mukunda Dev. Being disappointed Jayee Rajguru returned 
and told the king, “I had warned you not to reach any kind of agreement or 
compromise with the English captain and not allow the English soldiers to go 
via Puri.” This statement of Jayee Rajguru establishes his intention of not inviting 
the English to our soil at any cost. After that jayee Rajguru declared war against 
the British. The English lay a siege on Khurda fort for three weeks and then 
broke down its wall and entered into the fort. Jayee Rajguru was arrested and 
he was tortured inhumanly. He was transferred to Medinapore Jail and was 
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sentenced to death. He was hung from two branches of densely thick banyan 
tree and he was torn into two halves in Baghitotta (grove) at Medinapore. This 
sad, unfortunate and horrific event had happened on December 6, 1806. All 
Odias should remember the great personality, extra-ordinary courage and volour, 
and his sacrifice for the nation. Poet Ramesh Ch. Bhanja writes. 


Many phases of time have passed 
But the memory of Jayee’s death refusing 
To bow to the foreign rule, remains unchanged. 


Khurda now came under the direct control the British. At that time the 
capital was in Calcutta and there was no good road communication to it. People 
used to go on foot or were being carried by Palkis to Chandbali from there they 
were going to Calcutta by sail ships. It was a fortnight’s journey. The offices 
were dominated by majority of Bengalis and the English rulers used to depend 
upon them. The Odia people were not acquainted properly with the rules and 
regulations of the government. Taking advantage of that, the Bengali and Muslim 
officials purchased the lands through benami transactions taking part in 
auctioning at very cheap rates in Calcutta. Thus, about two rhirds of the 
Zamindaries of Balasore, Cuttack and Puri had been taken away by the Bengali 
officials and their agents on the plea of “non-payment of taxes”. The zamindars 
were becoming bankrupt and they had no means to go to Calcutta to protest 
against it. In some cases, these corrupt Bengali Official demanded taxes three 
times more than the usual rate and the people suffered. Thus in a decade between 
1806 to 1816, as many as 10,111 Zamindaris had been auctioned in these three 
districts. Out of these, 350 Zamindaris had been bought by the Bengali officials. 
The economic conditions of the people faced severe jolts due to increased taxes, 
frequently changing land settlement laws, collection of taxes in terms of rupee 
against Kaudi and the monopoly of salt business. 


It must be noted that Khurda was thickly populated with Paikas. From 
the time of the native kings, they were enjoying lands free of rent. At the times 
of peace, they were living on cultivating the lands. Now the agricultural land 
was subject to land revenue by the company government., People had even to 
sell all their movable properties, yet they could not get rid of the loans. About 
five to 600 families had migrated to other places in search of livelihood. Many 
villages became empty. Mr. Ewer had written about how the land settlement 
laws to increase tax revenue had exploited the people. “The indigent miserable 
and depressed condition of the bulk of the agricultural population occasioned 
chiefly by the constant fluctuation of the Government assessment. 
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Bakshi Jagabandhu, the leader of paika Rebellion 


Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mahapatra Bhramarabara Ray was the chief 
of army of Khurda in accordance with his family tradition. He had been enjoying 
Rodanga Jagir because of his position. But a Bengali employee Krushna Chandra 
Singh conspired and took away the Jagir from him. But Bakshi did not go to 
the court to get justice, instead united the Daleis, Dalabeheras and people and 
started a revolt against the British known as Paika uprising. This was the first 
mass revolution in India. This armed revolution continued from 1817 to 1825, 
for eight years. After 40 years from 1817, sepoy mutiny had taken place which 
was put down in two years. It had began in Barakpore of Calcutta. The British 
had occupied Bengal one hundred years before they captured Odisha. But while, 
the revolution started quite late there in Odisha it started almost immediately 
and it showed Odia’s love for independence. 


The armed battles at Banapur, Khurda, Gangapara, Puri, Dokanda of 
Kanasa, Pipili, Balakati, Chandaka, Kujanga almost shook the foundation of 
the British rule. Even after the revolt was put down, the British rulers were 
apprehensive as Bakshi had not been arrested and he was getting support of 
some provincial kings of neighbouring areas. Because of his popularity across 
the social classes, he could keep himself safe from the military mission to arrest 
him. At last, the English rulers entered into a respectable agreement with him 
on May 27, 1825 and brought him to Cuttack from Nayagarh and was kept 
under house arrest. This great patriot breathed his last on January 24, 1829. It is 
said that, slow poison used in his food hastened his death. 


After eight long years of Paika uprising, many rebels were charge sheeted 
by the British Government and were punished by the court. As many as 177 
rebels were sentenced to imprisonment, 103 were deported, 25 were exiled 
from the state and four faced life sentences. Many were rewarded who had 
aided the Government in nabbing the rebels. 


Pindiki Bahubalendra 


Many common people had been tortured because of Paika uprising. Many 
had lost their lives. Some had been caught and had suffered punishments in 
jails and some others had been martyred. One of the major rebels was Pindiki 
Bahubalendra. He was hiding with his large gang in the jungle waging gorilla 
war against the company rule. It was not easy to arrest him. 

Pindiki with all skills at his disposal used to disguise himself and loot the 
government treasuries and start killing the government officials. The government 
desperately put rewards on his head to arrest him. The reward went up to Rs. 1000/- 
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The Government used all means to nab him. At that time two rebels, 
Madhu Mohanty and Bishnu Mohanty turned traitors. They informed the acting 
magistrate of Khurda Mr. M.K. Turnbull that they would help the English 
authorities in nabbing Pindiki and his close aides. Rewards were promised to 
them. Brigadier Thomas was entrusted with the responsibility of arresting him. 
He set on his quest on September 20, 1818 with his force. But Pindiki managed 
to escape. But his colleagues Sadhu Charan Mangaraj, Bishnu Paikaray and 
Dhruba Jena were caught. It was proposed to give Rs. 250/- each to Bishnu 
Mohanty as mentioned in the letter to the commissioner from Mr. Turnbul. 


The Government was worried as Pindiki was still on the run. They came 
to know from the Khatuas that Dhruba Charan Harichandan, the jagirdar of 
Malipara, was a very close friend of Pindiki. He was threatened that if he would 
not help in arresting Pindiki his jagir would be confiscated. Further more, he 
was assured to get one thousand rupees declared on Pindiki’s head. Greed over- 
possessed him and he invited Pindiki to his house. He mixed sleeping doses of 
Bhang in his food and the Englsih sepoys arrested him when he was sleeping. 


The historian Digambar Srichandan narrates. “Bahubalendra was arrested 
and imprisoned at Cuttack. With Chains in his feet, he was told to clean the 
weapons. He caught hold of one sword, ran out of the jail, swam across the 
river Kathjori and reached Baranga. As he could not be caught alive, he was 
fired at which caused his death.” 


Pindiki’s sacrifice is an incomparable example of patriotism in Indian 
history. 


Shaheed Parshuram Routray 


Parshuram Routray was a strong supporter of Bakshi, the leader of Paika 
rebellion. On the other hand, Charan Pattnaik of Kudiari Village was the villain. 
He informed the British that Bakshi was conspiring with the Marathas to resist 
the colonial force. He was killed in broad daylight in front of all the villagers. 
None came to his rescue. Brigadier Thomas had held all the villagers responsible 
for the murder in his report of recommendation. Two persons were sentenced 
to death for the killing of Charan Pattnaik. In the book “Khurda Itihasara 
Antarale, at page — 60, Fakir Harichandan has written basing on the ‘A guide to 
Orissa Records Volume -3, and the letter of Mr. Turnbull dated 06.04.1819, 
that the Dewan of the queen of Sambalpur Sadashiva Ray had been sentenced 
to death. Again another letter mentioned that, on D. 18.04.1819, Sachidananda 
Pattnaik was sentenced to death. 
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Professor Dhruba Charan Paikray contradicts this statement. He had said 
that it was Parshuram Routray who was sentenced to death. “According to 
letter of M.H. Turnbull, Acting Magistrate of Cuttack to Forester, Joint 
Magistrate of Khurda for the execution of sentence of death passed on Parshuram 
Routra, the rebel leader of Khurda on the 6® April, 1819. Parsuram Routra 
convicted of murder of Charan Pattnaik, Sentenced by the Nizamat Adalat 
Calcutta to suffer death. The Concerned letter is given below :- 


"To 


W. Forester, Equire Joint Magistrate, Khurda. 
Sir, 

Under the discretion given by the order of Nizamat Adalat under date, the 
5®, March, 1819, issued under custody of Sobadar Party, a prisoner named 
Parshuram Routra convicted of the murder of Charan Pattnaik and sentenced 
by the Nizamat Adalat to suffer death. 

The Original sentence of death of the Nizamat Adalat and the warrant of 
the Calcutta court are transmitted herewith and you are requested to return 
these after carrying the sentence into execution and accompanied by the report 
of the manner in which the sentence has been executed. 

I have the honour to be 

Cuttack, 6® April, 1819 

M.H. Turnbull 

Acting Magistrate of Zilla Cuttack" 

It is clearly indicated from the above mentioned letter that Parsuram Routra 
had faced death sentence for murderof Charan Pattnaik. Others claim that he 
was sentenced to death because of the murder of Sadasiv Ray alias Bohidar, the 
Dewan of Panchogada queen. But it is not based on facts. It is still to be 
investigated when some others claim that it was Kalia Bhuinmula alias Mangara] 
of Bankoi who had killed the Dewan of Panchgada queen. 

There is no detail of the birth place of Parsuram Routra. But he should 
always be remembered as a great martyr. 


The Rebel Leader Gopal Chhotray 


Gopal Chhotray was very close to Bakshi. He belonged to the family of 
Dalabehera of Gangapada. One thousand rupees reward was announced to 
arrest him. The daroga of Khuda Sio Prasad Ray was rewarded for doing this 
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job. Dr. Laxmi Naryan Raysingh in his book “Bharatara Prathama Gana Biplaba’ 
has mentioned about his death sentence. 


Bhima Sing : He was arrested by the British and put to death. His birth 
place has not yet been traced. 


Natha Pradhan : He was sentenced to death after being arrested by the 
British. 


The Rebel Narasingh Paikray : He was a part of the rebellion organized 
by Bakshi. He had also been sentenced to death by the British . 


Padmanav Chhotray 


He was prominent rebel of Paika rebellion. He was a resident of 
Bhubaneswar Badgarh. He had suffered life sentence. His family member Shyam 
Sundar Routray still lives in Badagarh. Padmanav Chhotray was also in the 
position of Dalei of Daruthenga garh. The letter of ‘R. Ker# suggests this.” The 
fate of other leaders was also sealed. One such was Padmanav Chhotra of the 
most notorious robbers of the country. He was aged 45 and was the Dalaee of 
Garh Daroothenga of kille Khurda. He was charged with number of dacoities 
by the authorities. 


Pitabas Mangaraj — This great fighter who belonged to Khudupur village 
near Jatni had been sentenced for life. 


Dewan Krushna Chandra Bhramarabara Ray 


He was the minister of the king of Khurda. His father Harihar 
Bhramarabara Ray was very powerful. Dewan Krushna Chandra was the chief 
aide of Bakshi. All his landed property had been confiscated. He was persuaded 
to surrender after the declaration of amnesty to him. Shyam Sundar Bhanja, 
Raghab Pattnaik, Daroga Hema Prasad Ray and Sirastadar Saddik Ali were 
rewarded with two thousand rupees for their effort to persuade Krushna Chandra 
to surrender. Now the family members of the Dewan are living at Kuradhamalla. 
There is a pond named as ‘Dewan pokhari’ near his mansion, previously 
established at Chhatramagarh. 


Dama Subudhi 


Dama Subuddhi was prominent Sardar of Bakshi belonging to the village 
Siko. Pandit Surya Narayan Dash writes about him in his book ‘Paika Bidroha’ 
“Because of meli, he had left siko with family and had taken shelter in Athamallik. 
The Zamindar of Athamallik caught him and he was sent to Sambalpur in the last 
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week of August. He was sent of Rairkhol from Athamallik, as Jagabandhu would 
know if he had been sent via Boudh. He was then sent to Sambalpur. 


Athamallik Zamindar was rewarded with one thousand rupees for helping 
the company government in arresting Dama Subudhi on August 30, 1818. The 
queen of Sambalpur Mukta Dei was attacked by the rebel Paikas on her way to 
Sambalpur from Panchagarh. The Paikas had looted all her articles. Dama 
Subuddhi was one of them. His two brothers Nityananda mangaraj and Somnath 
Pattsani and his nephew Dashrathi Paikray also took active part in the rebellion. 


Dinabandhu Samantaray 


Dinabandhu Samantaray was the Paika Saradar of Banapur. He had with 
him hundred Paiks of Ghumusar besides his own one hundred. He had kept the 
tempo of the rebellion with their help. Mr. Bell had found some furniture, arms 
and ammunitions when he raided the Soleri hills with his force to nab him. His 
family members were staying in the Villages near Bhatapara. Mr. Bell had sixty 
Paikas with rifles, 13 Paikas with bows and arrows. Dinabandhu Samantaray 
his aide Achyut Samantaray and Paika Sardar of Aranga had surrendered to Mr. 
Watson on November 6, 1917. 


Rathi Samantasinghara 


Rathi Samanta Singhar belonging to Chhatragarh in the beach of Chilika 
was a warrior with five hundred paikas at his command. He had taken a 
prominent role in looting the Banapur treasury along with the Kandhas of 
Banapur. According to the letter from commanding officer lieutenant G.B. Ker 
of Banapur to Joint Magistrate Khurda dated 29.8.1818, the rebel leader Rathi 
Samanta Singhara and his three aides Bisweswar Paikray, Paramananda and 
Satyabadi were arrested. They had to face prison terms. 


Other Prominent Leaders 


Some Paika rebels had been arrested but had escaped death sentence. 
They were Dalabeheras of Gangapada Bhagu Harichandan and his brother 
Makhan Singh, Citra Samantray of Gangapada Bishoi of Chhatragarh Rathi 
Samanta Singhara, Sadhu Charan Mangaraj, Bishnu Paikray, the reble leaders 
of Kujanga Bamadev Pattjoshi and Narayan Paramguru. The last two were 
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment in Alipore jail outside Odisha. 


Sachidananda Pattnaik 


Sachidananda Pattnaik had been sentenced to death as he was charged 
with the murder of Dewan Sadasiv Ray Bohidar of queen Muktadei of 
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Sambalpur at Panchogarh. Queen Muktadei was one of the three queens of 
Jayanta Singh, the last independent king of Sambalpur. He had been jailed by 
Marathas and was later released by the British. The British had brought the 
queen to Cuttack and had settled her in Panchagarh estate by purchasing it for 
twelve thousand rupees. A palace and a house had been built for the queen and 
her Dewan respectively at Saanpur. 


Panchagarh estate included Bolgarh, Bankoi, Manibandha, Mankagoda, 
Haladipada, Godiali and Saanpur. The people of this area now started paying 
taxes to the queen and her dewan as had been settled. The killing of dewan was 
necessary to make the people of this area free from the queen’s rule. She was a 
puppet in the hands of the British. 


Paika revolution had first erupted in Banapur. The Kandhas and the Paikas 
under the leadership of Bakshi joined it and the rebellion was large and turned 
into a great resistance movement. 


Bishnu Paikray and Kapileswar Dian Bagha 


On the way to L.1.T. from Jatni, Khudupur village is situated in the east of 
Barunei hills. It is a historically famous village. As Sadasiva Rathasharma writes. 
Gajapati of Odisha had hidden himself there. After staying in the small palace 
at Khudupur, he had shifted to Puri. All the people of Khudupur had actively 
taken part in the Paika rebellion. In the war at Gangapara; the Dalabeheras 
Bhagu Harichandan and Makhan singh, the brother duo had taken the lead. 
Both were the uncles of Bishnu Paikray. Both the brothers were arrested when 
both of them were hiding in the palace at Khudupur and Bishnu Paikray was 
sentenced to death for not divulging the information. His brother Kapileswar 
Dian Bagha also met the same fate. 


Pandit Surya Narayan Dash in his book ‘Paika Bidroha’ has provided a 
list of names of all the rebels who had faced several kinds of punishments in it. 

Many other Paikas had sacrificed their lives in the war against the British. 
Their identities are still untraceable. 

The British faced severe resistance from the courageous paikas for 33 
long years from 1803 to 1836. It presents a burning example of Odia 
Nationalism. The fighters and the martyrs who had taken part in this great 


struggle will always be hailed with love and respect. Their glory will never fade 
away in the ravages of time. 


M-23, B.D.A. Colony, Khurda 
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THE VALIANT ODIA AND THE FIRST 
INDIAN STRUGGLE FOR 
INDEPENDENCE : PAIKA UPRISING 


Dr. Dillip Shrichandan 


Odisha is the land of great warriors. They have proved their military skills 
from the days of the Mahabharat war to the Indian struggle for independence. 
For this the boundary of Odisha had been extended from Ganga to Godavari, 
and to river Kaveri. The ancient Utkal empire included the regions of Bankura, 
Medinapore, Howrah and Hoogly districts of West Bengal, Singbhum district 
of Jharkhand, Bilaspur, and the eastern part of Raipur of chhatisgarh and 
Godavari and Vizag of Andhra Pradesh along with the present state of Odisha. 


The king of Kalinga, Shrutayu, had two brothers Achyutayu and Dirghayu 
and his son Bhanuman along with a large army, sixty thousand chariots, and ten 
thousand elephants had joined in support of Kauravas in the Mahabharat war. 
The king of Koshala, Khyamadarshan had resisted the son of Arjuna, Abhimanyu 
when he tried to penetrate Chakrabyuha’ and was killed by Abhimanyu (Source- 
Dr. Prasanna Jena). 


Like that the brave Odias have set an incomparable example, when they 
fought a bloody war against Ashoka, the king of Magadha to keep the dignity 
of their motherland. In spite of large number of deaths and injuries they did not 
retreat or did not make any truce. Ashoka was deeply moved and amazed at the 
patriotism and warring spirit of the Odias. In fact the bloody battle had 
transformed Chandashoka to Dharmashoka. 


Like that, Mahameghabahana Aira Kharabela had occupied a large part 
of the Indian sub-continent with his large army. For the first time, the flag of 
Kalinga fluttered from the Bay of Bengal to the Arabian sea. Similary, Kapilendra 
Dev, the Gajapati of sun-dynasty ruled over a large empire with the help of his 
heroic army. 
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Paika uprising had taken place in 1817 under the leadership of a great 
patriot, warrior Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhara mahapatra. This is a golden 
chapter in the history of Indian freedom struggle. The English first established 
the headquarters of their East India Company in Calcutta in 1600 A.D.. 
Gradually, they began to proliferate to other parts of India. After 203 years of 
foundation of East India Company, the Britishers landed in Odisha in 1803. 
Just after one yar, in 1804, a revolution took place against them under the 
leadership of Jaya Krushna Rajguru or lovingly called Jayee rajguru, the minister 
of Mukunda Dev II, the king of Khurda. The result was defeat and Jayee Rajguru 
was hanged. He is the first martyr of the Indian freedom movement. The English 
had thought that the revolution would be completely die down with Jayee 
Rajguru’s death. But the revolution revived again with more intensity under the 
leadership of Bakshi Jagabandhu, the military chief of the king of Khurda in 
1817. It spread like fire and the Paikas and people irrespective of their caste, 
creed and clour joined this revolution. 


The reason was that British administration unleashed a rule of terror and 
oppression on the people. The paika regiment was dismantled. The non-taxable 
lands they were enjoying, were taken away from them. The positions of Dalei 
and Dalabehera etc. were invalidated, taxes were imposed upon their lands. 
That went on increasing every year. The Odia Zemindars were unable to pay 
the taxes. They became beggars when their zamindaris were auctioned. The 
non-Odias who had got appointments in offices became rich over-night. Salt 
business was monopolized and tax was imposed on it. The prices of salt sky- 
rocktted. ‘Sika’ rupee was introduced instead of ‘Kaudi’. There was discontent 
through out the state. The discontent spread through out the state. The shrewd 
and villainish Dewan of the company, Krushna Chandra Singh snatched away 
Bakshi Jagabandhu’s Rodanga zamindari. Bakshi did not tolerate it and started 
agitation against the British. 


Towards March of 1817, a group of Kandhas came from Ghumusar and 
started looting and vandalizing. They burnt courts, and police stations in Banapur. 
The paikas led by Bakshi jagabandhu set out to Banapur and joined this battle 
against the British rule. This joint force proceeded towards Khurda. On the 
way they burnt and vandalized government offices and police stations. A group 
of Paikas went to Bolgarh while another group went to Puri. The English people 
staying there ran away in fear of their lives. People started joining this revolt 
everywhere. Pindiki Bahubalendra from Daruthenga, Gangapada Dalabehera, 
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Bhagu Harichandan, and Paikas from Begunia, Bol 


movement. garh and Jaanla joined this 


Bakshi J agabandhu had sought the help of the Kings and Zamindars. The 
zamindars of Kujanga and Kanika joined him and the revolt spread to the parts 
of Gopa, Golara, Marichapur, Pattamundai etc. and also to Balasore. 


The letter from the collector Cuttack Mr. William Trower to Board of 
Revenue amply proves the immensity of the revolution. “I have come to know, 
how much of it is true I don’t know., that beginning from Mayurbhanj fo 
Ghumusar all have joined with the king of Khurda. Had Puri been in the 
occupation of the rebels for a longer period of time., the whole of Odisha would 
have witnessed armed struggle against the British, there is no doubt about it.” 


The result of this freedom struggle was also terrible. Firstly, the British 
authorities killed Jayee Rajguru brutally in 1806 at Medinipur. They would 
have possibly killed Mukunda Dev after imprisoning him. But they could not 
do so as it was not possible to manage the Hindu temple of Lord Jagannath 
without him. But he lost his kingdom of Khurda and was placed at Puri looking 
after the administration of Sri Jagannath temple. In a mysterious circumstance, 
Mukunda Dev died in prison of Barabati Fort. Gopal Chhotray, Sachidananda 
Pattnaik, Parshuram Routray, Rama Singha, Natha Pradhan, and Narasingha 
were sentenced to death. Pindiki Bahubalendra fell to the bullets when he was 
trying to escape. 106 persons had been sent to Andaman Nicobar Islands. 26 
rebels were sentenced for life. Nine people had to undergo prison term of 
fourteen years. The English failed to arrest Bakshi Jagabandhu and Dewan 
Bhramarabara Ray. Even a reward of Rs. 5,000/- on his head could not help 
them. His wife and his family members were put into prison for one year. His 
properties were confiscated. Yet they could not nab him. It was because he 
used to get the support of the common people and other kings. The British 
rulers were in deep difficulty because of Bakshi’s fight which continued for 
eight years. At last a compromise was reached. Bakshi was placed at Cuttack 
with a monthly stipend of hundred fifty rupees. Though Bakshi took the lead, 
the people of Odisha also actively took part in the agitation. As the British 
historian Toyenbee says, "1817 revolution was like a storm which had almost 
brought an end to the British rule in Khurda region, if not whole of the 


Ps . . . 
As it was a struggle, first of its kind, Prafulla Pattnaik, the Mstonan says, 
“Tt should be acclaimed as the first Indian struggle for independence”. 
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After a decade, in 1827 the residents of Tapanga had staged a revolution 
to drive out the English from their soil. Madhab Chandra Routray Dalabehera 
of the King of Khurda, led this resistance movement. After the British took 
over Odisha, Madhab Continued to collect taxes refusing to accept the their 
authority. The British sent a munsi along with 50 English soldiers to Tapanga 
on May 23, 1827. They had the aim of collecting taxes. The Dalabehera along 
with his friends decided to resist the government step. There a fierce battle 
ensued. The English force became fear stricken when two English soldiers 
were killed by a Dalei named Gobardhan Bairiganjan. They had tremendous 
confidence as they had a secret armory. It had weapons for ten thousand soldiers. 
Everyday more than fifty skilled workmen were producing different weapons 
and arms and ammunitions. The armory was one thousand feet long and 100 
feet broad. The Daleis and Dalabeheras of 12 villages such as Malipada, 
Ramachandi, Narangarh, Sadheigarh, Chhatramagarh, Sharadhapur garh, 
Kaipadar garh, Dadhimachhagadia, Bangida, Kantilo, Anda, Jhinkijhari, joined 
this battle at Tapang. They had displayed exceptional bravery in the battle. The 
English gave up the hope of achieving victory and then they played diplomacy 
to foil the revolt. They took Madhusudan Pattanaik, the chief accountant of 
Dalabehera of Dadhimachhagadia, to their side. He betrayed and disclosed the 
secrecy of the location of the armoury to them. It was set on fire and was burnt 
into ashes. Finding no way out, Dalabehera escaped to the forest and started 
living there. At that time, the English had taken away the rights of producing 
salt from the residents living near Chilika lake. Dalabehera reached there and 
killed one subadar and a jamadar who were in charge of collecting salt. The 
British government sent a troop of two hundred soldiers to arrest Madhab 
Routray. But they failed and then a reward of one thousand rupees was 
announced on his head. But then, he surrendered before the British only to help 
a helpless fisherman. That really changed the cruel hearts of the rulers. So they 
did not punish him and sent to Tapangagarh giving him all dignity. 

After nine years of Tapanga revolt, Kruttibas Pattsani had revolted against 
the British in 1836. Panchua or Panchanan Nayak had united the Kandhas and 
Panas to agitate against the British which is named as “Panchua Faturi”. He 
declared Banapur independent for three days from June 4 to June 6, 1836 and 
he became the king with a new name of Raja Sharan Singh. Mohan Bishoi the 
two collegues of the British and Madhu Bishoi had also Joined this ‘Fatur1’. 
Kruttibas was skilled in boxing, sword fights and gorilla wars. His Courage 
and his fighting skills had made the English afraid of him. The English adopted 
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the same strategy which they had adopted to put down the Khurda rebellion. 
They declared a reward of 8 batis and ten acres of land and other benefits to the 
person who would help them in arresting Kruttibas. The villain Basudev 
Narendra Singh Dalabehera betrayed and helped the English nabbing Kruttibas 
Pattsani. Till then his family had been enjoying the lands which they had received 
as rewards. Kruttibas was tried as a traitor of the country and the charges of 


murder, theft, arson etc. were levelled against him. He was deported to Andaman 
Nicobar Islands where he spent rest of his life. 


Thus, the contribution of Odisha to the freedom struggle was 
incomparable. The first armed revolt began from Khurda, the ancient capital of 
Odisha. But a deserving place in the Indian history has not been accorded to it 
yet. The historians need to present it in proper perspective and it should be 
proved that 1817 revolt was indeed the first Indian struggle for independence. 


The story of the bravery of Odias does not end here. Many of its brave 
and worthy sons have sacrificed their lives for the sake of their motherland. 
We, Odias should pay our respect to all those martyre-patriots. We should be 
proud of the celebration of two hundredth year of Paika rebellion and we should 
take an oath to build a new Odisha. 
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KHURDA PAIKA REBELLION — 
THE FIRST WAR OF 
INDEPENDENCE OF INDIA 


Braja Paikaray 


The year 1817 was a landmark in the history of Orissa. It was remarkable 
for the outbreak of a rebellion in which mostly Paikas (the warrior community 
of Orissa) of Khurda had ventured to root out the English rule by armed rebellion. 
Though this resistance movement of Oriyas have been recorded by the British 
historians as “Paika Rebellion” in fact it was the first Independence war of 
India which originated on Khurda soil and spread to other parts of Orissa in 
1817 prior to the outbreak of historical sepoy mutiny of 1857. 


Regarding the distinct nature and character of Paikas, Mr. Walter Ewer, 
the British Commissioner of enquiry into the causes of “Paika Rebellion” 
records his views in his report of 1818 as follows : 


“Now there is no need of assistance of Paikas at Khurda. It is dangerious 
to keep them in British armed forces. Thus they should be treated and dealt as 
common Ryots and land revenue and other taxes should be collected from them. 
They must be deprived of their former Jagir lands (Rent free lands given to the 
Paikas for their military service to the state.) Within a short period of time the 
name of Paik has already been forgotten. But still now where the Paikas are 
living they have retained their previous aggressive nature. In order to break 
their poisonous teeth the British Police must be highly alert to keep the Paikas 
under their control for a pretty long period, unless the Paik community is ruined 
completely the British rule cannot run smoothly.” 


The British historian Mr. George Toynbe writes regarding the furious 
situation prevailed due to the outbreak of Paika Rebellion at Khurda which 
shook the very root of the British administration. He states as follows. 


“The rising was a veritable storm that burst with such relentless fury as to 
treaten the expulsion of the British, if not from the whole of Orissa, at least 
from the territory of Khurda.” 


170 // PAIKA REBELLION: 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


Historical backdrop of Paika Rebellion 


Before occupying Orissa, the Britishers had already occupied the whole 
of Bengal in the north and the Oriya district of Ganjam in the South. So it 
became easy for the Englishmen to attack Orissa from three sides. The British 
armed force advanced from Madras on 8® September 1803 and arrived at Puri 
on 16" September enroute Manikpatna. With the help of Fateh Mohemmed of 
Malud (recruited by Marathas as the watchman) Colonel Harcourt reached at 
Narasinghpatna after two days crossing the Chilika lake. The Britishers did not 
face any resistance while occupying Narasinghpatna and Puri. After occupying 
Jagannath temple of Puri Colonel Harcourt proceeded to Cuttack crushing the 
feeble resistance of Marathas near Atharnala and Jagannath Sadak. The Maratha 
soldiers fled away to Khurda jungle being defeated by the British force. Colonel 
Harcourt arrived at Cuttack enroute Barangagada crossing the river Kathajodi. 


Under the able command of Captain Morgan a detachment of British 
troop arrived at Jampada of Balasore sea shore by ship and occupied the Maratha 
fort. Another detachment of British troop reached at Balasore enroute Medinapur 
under the command of Colonel Forgusson and joined the previous troop 
stationed at Balasore. This joint troops proceeded from Balasore to Cuttack 
and joined the soldiers of colonel Harcourt and occupied the Barabati fort 
defeating the Marathas. In this way Orissa was occupied by the Britishers in 
the year 1803. Colonel Harcourt and Mr. W.L. Melville being the English 
administrators executed documents of agreement with the native zamindars 
and Gadjat kings not to interfere in their affairs on the condition that they would 
pay the taxes to the Britishers in time. Using the policy of divide and rule the 
Britishers became the ruler of the whole country except the territory of Khurda. 


In 1804 AD the English soldiers seized the fort of Khurda for three weeks 
and razed it to the ground by canon firing. They proclaimed Raja Mukund Dev- 
II as rebel and dethroned and made him a prisoner of war. Raja Mukunda Dev 
—II submittd an appeal to the British authority stating that as per the instruction 
of Jayee Rajguru he had fought with them and he was in no way responsible for 
the battle. Considering the appeal the Britishers pardoned him and offered him 
the responsibility of managing the temple of Jagannath. He was also ordered to 
remain at Puri. Jayee Rajguru being the kingpin of Khurda Rebellion of 1804 
was sentenced to death and was hanged in a banyan tree at Baghitota of 
Medinpur. The gruesome murder of Jayee Rajguru by the British authority caused 
much discontent among the Paikas of Khurda. 
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Socio-Economic Cause of Paika Rebellion 


After Khurda came under the British rule in 1805 A.D. a number of short- 
term revenue settlement were effected between 1805 and 1817. The imposition 
of tax on the rent free Jagir lands of the Paikas, the depreciation of cowry 
currency, the arbitrary assessment of land revenue caused a great hardship to 
the ryots of Khurda. In this connection William Trower, the Collector of Cuttack 
wrote in his report as follows : 


“Besides regular land revenue, the ryots were over burdened with many 
unauthorized abwabs and impositions. The demands were nearly arbitrary and 
certainly oppressive.” 


Similarly Walter Ewer, the Commissioner of enquiry into the causes of 
Paik Rebellion confessed in this report that “The taxation on the ryots in 1815- 
16 was as high as twice the Jama of 1804-1805. It is now well known and 
generally admitted that previous to insurrection, Khurda was becoming strikingly 
depopulated. At least 5,000 to 6,000 families of ryots had deserted. The 
misearable remnants after dispossessing themselves of their little all, their 
clothes, furniture, cooking utensils and sometimes even their wives and children 
existed of course in a state of desperate misery and irritation.” 


At that time chiefly the Bengalis were the sub-ordinate employees of 
British Govt. in Orissa. The Englishmen were running their administration 
depending on them. Taking the advantage and opportunity of their Govt. Post 
the Bengalis were oppressing the common people of Orissa in the name of tax 
collection. 


Before the British rule the land revenue were collected from the people 
of Orissa in the form of cowry currency. But during the English rule the land 
revenue was collected in the form of rupee instead of cowry. The exchange 
value of 5120 cowry was fixed as one rupee. But in fact the village money 
lenders were receiving 7680 cowries in exchange of one rupee. Besides this 
the Sarbarakars and revenue collectors were also demanding bribes from the 
Ryots. Due to the new law of revenue taxation of British Government the 
economic condition of ryots and Paikas became miserable. Many ryots lost 
their lands due to their in-capability of paying higher rate of tax. Though the 
then Governor General Lord Wellselly had proclaimed for permanent land 
settlement in Orissa division like Bengal, contrary to his declaration the land 
settlements were made frequently in Orissa increasing the tax in each settlement. 
Further Major Fletcher cancelled all the Paika jagirs and imposed tax on rentfree 
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service lands without proper study of the past tradition. During the rule of the 
Raja the common people were getting justice against the Oppression of Amalas 
But during the British rule the Non-Oriya Amalas paid a deaf ear to the 
complaints and problems of Oriya ryots. 


Further in Khurda, the extensive sale of Oriya zamindaries to outsiders 
brought about the ruin of the ryots. These outsiders were Bengalis of Calcutta 
and the native officials of British administration. The Estates below the Jumma 
of Rs. 5,000/- were to be sold at Cuttack Collectorate and of higher amount in 
Calcutta at the office of the Secretary to the Board of revenue. This provision 
was introduced to fetch money for the British Government. The Oriya Zamindars 
had no agents at Calcutta and therefore the Bengali got the scope and opportunity 
of purchasing the defaulting estates of Orissa at Bengal and the British officials 
were purchasing the same sold at Cuttack Collector’s office. Thus overnight 
the Bengalis and British Officials became zamindars of Khurda area and the 
Oriya landed aristocracy was eliminated and ruined. 


Further the Oriya Amalas were excluded from the Court, police and salt 
departments in Khurda and in their place mostly the Bengalis and Muslims 
were recruited who resorted to large scale corruption. Regarding the corrupt 
practice of Amalas William Ewer has stated in his report that “Almost all Amalas 
thrived on the Business of loot, plunder and speculation.” 

Salt Monopoly of British Government 

After occupying Orissa the British government introduced the law of salt 
monopoly by which the common subjects were debarred to procure salt from 
sea as well as Chilika lake. The common mass were compelled to purchase the 
salt imported from England against their own will which created discontent 
against the British rule. 

Wrongs done to Buxi Jagabandhu 

Buxi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra Bhramarbar Ray was the owner 
of prosperous Rodonga killa and was the commander-in-chief of the armed 
forces of the Raja of Khurda. He was considered next to the Raja of Khurda in 
rank, honour and position. 

The Bengali employee Krushna Chandra Singh of Cuttack Collector 
Charles Grome was residing at Cuttack purchasing the estate of Pragana 
Rahanga with calculated move he desired to be the owner of Rodong Killa of 
Buxi jagabandhu. His brother Gourhari Singh and relative Chandra Prasad Singh 
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assisted him in the conspiracy. Buxi Jagabandhu used to deposit the revenue of 
Rodonga killa at the treasury of Cuttack Collector. But Krushna Chandra Singh 
persuaded him to pay the taxes at Puri instead of Cuttack which was nearer in 
distance and convenient for Buxi Jagabandhu. The revenue of Rodong Killa 
was received in Government Collection register as the revenue of “Rahanga 
ogher” showing thereby “Rodonga” as a part of “Rahanga”. Buxi unknowingly 
fell into the trap set up by Krushna Chandra Singh. In 1809 A.D. British 
Government advertised for the sale of pragana “Rodanga”. Purchasing the state 
on lease basis Krushna Chandra Singh sent his men for possession of Rodong 
killa by using force. But due to the strong resistance of Buxi Jagabandhu, 
Krushna Chandra Singh failed in his mission of possessing the estate. In 1813 
A.D. Krushna Chandra Singh again took lease of Rodonga Killa. Buxi submitted 
a petition before the Settlement Commission Mr. Richardson stating therein 
his ancestral claim over the “Rodonga Killa” for which he had made payment 
of revenue in the past. But all the claim of Buxi became futile and he was 
denied justice by the British authority. 


Being deprived of his estate Buxi Jagabandhu became a pauper and 
managed for two long years with the voluntary contributions by the people of 
Khurda. He then prepared a plan for rebellion to take revenge against the injustice 
of British Govt. He was aware of the discontent of Paikas of Khurda for the 
injustice done to them. So when he gave a clarion call for rebellion, the Paikas, 
Daleis, Dalbeheras and Paika Sardars; they all responded to the call of rebellion 
under the leadership of Buxi Jagabandhu. 


Outbreak of Paika Rebellion 


In the last week of March 1817 A.D. a body of 400 Kandhas being armed 
with deadly weapons marched from Ghumsur to Banapur area. They were loyal 
to Raja Srikar Bhanja, the king of Ghumsur who had been illegally imprisoned 
by the British Government. Judging it as the golden opportunity for rebellion 
Buxi Jagabandhu proceeded to wards Banapur with his paika troops. The Paikas, 
Paika Sardars, Daleis and Dalbeheras from all parts of Khurda joined the 
rebellion. The rebels attacked the Government buildings and police stations. 
They killed the British officials and looted the British properties and Government 
treasury. Betcher, the salt agent of the southern division narrowly escaped from 
the hands of the rebels. His boat on Chilika lake was captured and plundered. 
From Banapur the rebels marched to Khurda. At Khurda they burnt down the 
Government treasury. The British government officials of Khurda fled for life 
in Panic. The rebels killed traitor Charan Pattnaik at his village Rathipur. 
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From Khurda this rebellion spread to Panchagada and Bolagada. 
J agabandhu attempted to excite disturbances in Princely states but the rulers of 
Gadjat did not respond to the rebels. “ 


| On receipt of intelligence report regarding the rebellion, E. Impey the 
Magistrate at Cuttack in order to quell the rebellion sent one detachment under 
Lieutenant Prideaure to Khurda and another under Lieutenant Faris to Pipli to 
protect the Pragana Limbai. Thereafter he himself and Lieutenant Travis left 
for Khurda on 1* April 1817 and reached at Gangapada, the next day. He was 
panic-stricken to see the situation growing dangerous. 


Impey was advised by Lieutenant Travis to retreat. Impey returned to 
Cuttack and reported the situation to the Government as follows. “This instant 
I returned after a most fatiguing march of a day and night from Khurda. I can 
only write for the information of His Lordship in council that my retreat was 
forced and that the whole of the Khurda territory is in a complete state of 
insurrection.” 


Meanwhile Lieutenant Faris at Gangapada was shot dead by the rebel 
Paikas. Lieutenant Prideaure by that time had reached Khurda. But seeing the 
Paikas numbering 5,000 under the command of Jagabandhu were advancing 
to charge him he managed to retreat to Cuttack enroute Pipli. 


On 7* April 1817 the rebels occupied Pipli, Raja Balabhadra Chhotray of 
Gadapadmapur joined the rebels with 300 Paikas. They committed various acts 
of arson and looting in that area : Meanwhile Captain Wellington was sent to 
Puri to protect the town and to watch the movements of Raja Mukunda Dev-II. 
Captain Le Fevere left for Khurda on 9® April 1817 and it was occupied without 
any resistance. It was on the same day the Paikas numbering between five to 
ten thousand including the Kandhas of Ghumsur area entered Puri under the 
leadership of Buxi Jgabandhu through Loknath Ghat. The rebels and some of 
the local inhabitants burnt the Government and Private buildings. The British 
officials stationed at Puri fled to Cuttack in fear. The Sevayats of Lord jagannath 
temple openly proclaimed the fall of British rule in Orissa. 


Buxi Jagabandhu approached Raja Mukunda Dev-II for installing him 
on the throne of Khurda and to take the leadership of the rebellion. But the 
Raja did not agree. Rather he sent his messenger Purushottam Behari to the 
British authority with a secret letter asking for military aid. 

Meanwhile the British authorities took measures to control the rebellion. 
Martial law was proclaimed at Khurda, Pipili, Limbai, Puri and Kothadesh. 


PRECURSOR TO FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN INDIA HH A75 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


Major General Gabriel Martindell was appointed as the military commissioner 
and as the commander of British force in Cuttack. 


Captain Le Fevere proceeded to Puri on 16" April 1817. By the time he 
reached at Puri Buxi Jagabandhu fled to Banpur with his followers. Arriving at 
Puri Captain Le Fevere arrested Raja Mukunda Dev-II. Puri was reoccupied. 


On 28" April 1817 Major Hamilton sent the Raja and his son to Cuttack. 
They were imprisoned in the fort of Barabati. In spite of these efforts by the 
British authorities the rebellion spread to Gop, Tiran, Kujanga, Pattamundai 
and Asureswar. The rebel Paiks looted and plundered the properties of British 
supporter Zamindars and Amalas under the leadership of Buxi Jagabandhu. 
Under the leadership of Karunakar Sardar the Paikas attacked the police station 
in Gop and had driven the police out of it. Captain Faithful succeeded in 
suppressing the rebels. Madhusudan Sendha, the Raja of Kujanga was helping 
the Paikas secretly. Madhusudan Magaraj, Bamadev Pattajoshi, Narayan 
Paramguru were the rebel leaders at Kujanga. On 13 September 1817, Captain 
Kennet proceeded to Kujanga with British troops numbering 2,000 and with 
the assistance of Balukeswaar Das and Krupasindhu Chhamu karan, Captain 
Kennet could be able to suppress the rebellion. 


Trial and Punishment of the Rebels 


After the suppression of rebellion the British Government adopted 
measures for the prevention of any such rebel in future. For the trial of rebels 
and war prisoners the British authorities appointed a commission with Gabriel 
Martindel and Walter Ewer as members and they were directed to submit a 
report regarding the causes of rebellion and to suggest measures for the 
prevention of any future outbreak of rebellion in Khurda. 


Raja Mukunda Dev - II died inside prison on 30® November 1817. Raja 
Madhusudan Sendha of Kujanga was released after his surrender as because 
he helped the British Government in capturing some of the rebel leaders. 
Ammesty was proclaimed for all offences of the rebels connected with the 
rebellion. But Buxi Jagabandhu, Krushna Chandra Bidyadhar, Gopal Chhotray, 
Pitabas Mangaraj, Padmanabha Chhotray, Pindiki Bahubalendra and some other 
rebel leaders who were already in prison were not included in the amnesty. In 
order to capture the above mentioned rebel leader’s dead or alive cash reward 
was proclaimed. One hundred and twenty three rebel Paika leaders were 
sentenced to transportation for life. Bamadev Pattajoshi and Naryan Paramguru 
the rebel leaders of Kujanga were sentenced to fourteen years of imprisonment. 
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Parsuram Routray, the killer of traitor Charan Pattnaik was sentenced to death 
and was executed in April 1818. 


Yet Buxi Jagabandhu and his close associates Nityananda Mangaraj, 
Dasarathi Paikaray, Lokanath Baliarsingh, Upendra Jagadev, Rama Chandra 
Samantasinghar, Adikanda Bidyadhar, Sambhunath Patsahani, Dama Subudhi 
and Mir Hyder Ali remained untraced. In course of time and few rebel leaders 
surrendered to Commissioner Rebert Ker and some of them were captured. 
But Buxi Jagabandhu, the chief architect and mastermind of Paika rebellion 
remained undefeated. 

Surrender of Buxi Jagabandhu 


Buxi Jagabandhu fled from Khurda and remained indisguise father-in- 
law's house, the zamindar of Shergada and remained there for sometime. Then 
he made his escape to the forest of Boudh and Dasapalla. 


In order to arrest Buxi Jagabandhu Major Roughsedge made contact with 
Chandra Sekhar Dev, the king of Boudh. Being informed regarding the attempt 
for his capture Buxi left the jungle of Boudha and concealed himself in the 
dense forest of Ghumsur once again. During this difficult period the people of 
Khurda were providing money for his subsistence which is the proof of his 
popularity among the common mass. 


Getting the secret news regarding the shelter of Buxi in a Kandha Village 
of Ghumsur Brigadier General Thomas made a surprise attack to nab him. But 
Buxi managed to escape to Nayagada. Thus all efforts of British Government 
failed to arrest Buxi Jagabandhu. 


A proclamation was issued by British Government that if within a given 
time Buxi surrenders his life would be spared and he would be given an 
allowance from the Government. But Buxi did not respond to the British 
proclamation. 

So, the Britishers took an extra-ordinary step to facilitate his surrender. 
The British Government detained his two wives, natural born son, adopted 
son. servants and Gumastas of Buxi Jagabandhu in the fort of Barabati on 29° 
Octsber 1819. But when Buxi did not come out from concealment, the British 
Government under compulsion of the circumstances released the family 
members of Buxi in 1820 A.D. As a last attempt commissioner T. Pakenham 
issued a strong worded Parwana to the Raja of Nayagada to persuade Buxi 
Jagabandhu to surrender and to accept the agreement with British Government. 
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As per the terms of agreement Buxi would not leave Cuttack without the 
sanction of the British Commissioner and he would be allowed to remain at 
Cuttack with his family members with a life long pension of Rs. 150/- per 
month. 


When Buxi felt that the terms of agreement with the British would in no 
way hamper his prestige and dignity he came out of his eight years concealment 
i.e. from 1817 to 1825 A.D. Buxi surrendered on 25*® May 1825 and stayed at 
Cuttack with his family. He left the mortal world on 24" January 1829 and as 
per the terms of agreement his pension was stopped from that date. 


The rebellion of 1817 in Khurda is called as the Paika rebellion on the 
ground that the Paikas of Khurda all along took a leading part in the rebellion. 
But the entire civil population of Khurda had the moral support behind the 
Paikas. The ultimate aim of the rebellion was to expel the Englishmen from 
Khurda Kingdom and for restoration of the Gajapati King of Orissa to the 
throne of Khurda. In the words of William Trower, the then Collector of Cuttack 
“The rebellion was a crusade, the object of which was to expel the English 
from all interference with the land of Purushottam Chhuter.” 


Thus the Paika Rebellion was basically a freedom movement. It is improper 
on the part of Indian historians not to record this great revolt as the first 
Independence war of India which commenced in Orissa in 1817 A.D. before 
the historical sepoy mutiny of 1957. 


O 
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PAIKA UPRISING-1817 AND SAHEED 
PINDIKI BAHUBALENDRA 


Kamalakanta Mohanty & 
Amarendra Mahapatra 


History of Odisha is a rich treasure of the heroic deeds of the Paikas. One 
such expert we would like to appraise you is Pindiki Bahubalendra who ranks 
next to Saheed Jai Rajaguru, as a martyr of India. Surcharged with intense 
nationalistic feeling he incited people of his race and led them to violently 
confront the Britishers in 1817 in union with Bakshi J agabandhu. Consequent 
upon this a Paika uprising, first of its kind on the soil of India took place in 
1817 in Odisha, nearly 40 years before the Sipoy Mutiny — wrongly adjudged 
as the first war of India’s independence. Pindiki’s glorification as “the second 
martyr of India” was undermined. 


The death of the Gajapati King of Utkal, Mukunda Harichandan in 1568 
rang the death knell of medieval Hindu reign in India. Then Utkal was subdued 
by the rule of Afghan, Mughal and Marathas. Within the two centuries and 
thirty five years of political turmoil, the independent state of Khordah, stretched 
with an area of 1547 sq. miles, remained under the rule of Gajapati Kings of 
the Bhoi dynasty. In course of time, the successor of this dynasty glorified 
themselves being the servitors of Lord Jagannath with the epithet of “Thakur 
Raja”. Once upon a time the Gajapatis of Bhoi dynasty elevated 129 forts a 
gadas) and the report presented to the British Administrator, W.Ewer on 13 
May, 1818 reveals that during the period. 71-forts existed so far. As per the 
record of Odisha state archives one such fort was ‘Gada-Daruthenga’, 
surrounded by dense forest with wild and ferocious animals, where a fire-brand 
paika warrior, well-clapped with martial art. Pindiki Bahubalendra was born in 
1763. Being decorated with the epithet of ‘Dalai’ from Gaj apati-Dibyasingha, 
son of Birakishore Dev. Pindiki enjoyed the untaxed land. After the sad demise 
of Gajapati Dibyasingha in 1798 A.D., his minor son Mukunda Dev-II 
the throne but his astute minister Jai Rajguru became his mentor and guardian. 
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In the meantime, in 1803, the Britishers invaded the fort of Barabati, keeping 
communication with Calcutta and Madras through the independent State, 
Khordah. According to “Orissa records Vol-17” without the Knowledge of Jai 
Rajguru, the British Colonel, Harkot concluded a secret treaty with Gajapati 
Mukunda Dev-II, when he was at Ganjam, in his maternal uncle’s home. During 
the reign of Lord Wellesley, the proposal of ‘Subsidiary Alliance’ was offered 
to Odisha and the independent State, Khordah through the then ruler of Odisha, 
Raghuji Bhonsola-II, who defied to conclude the treaty. But Jai Rajguru was 
interested to do so. If this treaty could have been concluded, then the state 
Khordah might have been enjoyed the position of an independent state like 
Mysore and Hyderabad. But the Prime object of Maharani of Khordah (Mukunda 
Dev’s Mother) hindered the same. “According to the Board of Revenue Vol- 
10° Maharani obtained Rs. 10,000/- as advance and it was conditioned that she 
would be compensated one lakh about the construction of the proposed highway 
with four Pragannas taken previously by the Marathas. But the violation of 
treaty by the Britishers resulted the invasion of Barabati Fort by Jai Rajguru 
with his Paika army. Being afraid of with the mighty main of Jai, the 
administration paid Rs.50,000/- to him immediately but tried to ploy, how to 
expel him from Khordah. At the same time, Jai ordered for the Collection of 
revenue from the British occupied territory. Being incited by him, Mahaveer 
Pindiki Bahubalendra raided and tortured government officers, plundered 
government treasury and terrorized and murdered British officials. The 
magnitude of violence generated by Pindiki Bahubalendra thrown Britishers 
out of the territories from Mendhasal to Gada Daruthenga. Pindiki was an ardent 
supporter of Jai Rajguru,. What is found in the book of Mr. Jatadhari Mishra, 
namely “Jai Rajguru-Prathama Saheed ...” Pg-55-56 that with the arrest of 
Gajapati Mukunda Dev-]I by the Britishers, the sun of the last independent fort 
of India, Barunei Gada was set forever. And finally Jai Rajguru was hanged in 
Medinapur at Baghi Tota (grove) (W.B.) on 3" January 1805. But the fire brand 
paika warrior, Pindiki Bahubalendra did not flinch from his resolve and 
commitment without digesting the British Supremacy. The highhandedness of 
British regime imposed tax on untaxed land of Paikas and banned on collecting 
salt from the coastal area, troubled the mind of Bahubalendra and natives of 
Khordah. In these pernicious circumstances Pindiki organized young brigade 
with traditional arms and weapons plundering British treasury and torturing 
police stations in that territory. The eventful scenario has been reflected on the 
book of Muralidhar Pradhan ‘ Lal Matira Saptarathi” —(Pg-35). The promising 
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supporters of Pindiki were Sadhu Charan Mangaraj, Bishnu Paikray, Narayan 
Param Guru, Karunakar Param Guru and Bamadev Pattajoshi. In 1812 AD 
British govt. lodged plundering and arson cases on Pindiki and his followers 
what forwarded them the exile punishment but on the way the astute Pindiki 
escaped cunningly from the British clutch, which is found in the book of historian 
Surya Narayan Das “Paika Bidroha — Pg 243.” 


The second phase of Paika Uprising-1817 geared by Bakshi Jagabandhu 
was ferocious. The valour and veracity of Pindiki in this uprising was beggar’s 
description. The dense forest range from Mundamuhan of Cuttack to Pitapalli 
of Khordah was the battle ground of Pindiki. Among the 15-firebrand followers 
of Bakshi, Pindiki staged second position to the Dewan Krushna Chandra. In 
order to maintain the uprising Pindiki collected finance by plundering British 
treasury as well as his Landlord friend Dhrubajaya Harichandran’s donation. 
Once the regiment of Bahubalendra plundered the British vehicle jumping from 
the banyan tree in the G.T. Road. This historic episode entitled that huge banyan 
tree as “Khajanamaru Baragachha (tax-looted banyan tree)” is metaphored by 
the great grand son of Pindiki, Prafulla Kumar Bahubalendra. The violent paika 
uprising started from 1817 to 1820 was an up hill task on the part of British 
Government to subdue the uprising. In this tense situation Major Fletcher 
declared Khordah as ‘Khas Mahal’ and imposed military rule. Many rebels 
were punished with life imprisonment and exiled. The Britishers also, time and 
again, raided the houses of rebels, but Pindiki could not be arrested. The then 
Acting Magistate of Khordah, M.H. Trunbel reported to Robert Ker, the 
Commissioner of Cuttack, on 30.09.1818, where he pointed out “.... 1 further 
take this to suggest the expediency of offering a reward 1 000 Rs. for the 
apprehension of Pindakee Bahubalendra” (State Archive’s Cuttack Judicial 
Vol-440, Pg-78) During that time Rs.1000/- cost a lot. 


Being lured by the copper charter and land lordship, Dhrubaja 
Harichandan engineered treachery against him. To achieve his ill intension, 
Dhrubajaya invited Pindiki on the sacred — Thursday of Goddess Laxmi Puja in 
1820 A.D and offered him intoxicated-drink and sweet cakes, adultering 
eed (Surya Narayan Das Paika Bidroha-Pg.109) 
Addicted Pindiki lay on the bed with deep slumber, what facilitated British 
Police headed by Major Thomas to arrest him and he was thrown into the 
Barabati Prison till death. The treacherous friend of Pindiki was awarded with 
74 Batti and 10 acres of land with a annual tax of Rs.373/- (Khordah Darpan- 


II Pg-275). 
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In the jail Pindiki had to maintain his daily personal work with chained 
legs. In such a strenuous plight, Pindiki could be able to cut the chain with 
sword and escaped tactfully and jumped into River Kathajodi inspite of beings 
fired by the Britishers (Khordah Darpan-I, Pg. 16,17). Even he throttled some 
fire blows and finally lay on the ground (1821). The stormy patriot Pindiki's 
single handed war waged against the British shall be written in golden letters in 
the annals of Odisha History which reveals a great saga of heroism in the Paika 
Uprising of Odisha-1817. The promising patriotism, the service, the sacrifice, 
the honesty, the tenacity and the dedication reflected by Pindiki ranks him as 
the second martyr of India after Jai Rajguru, since no other hero displayed such 
masterly valour. 
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ଖୋରଧା ପାଇକ ଉଦ୍‌ବେଳନ ଓ 
ଭାରତୀୟ ଜାତୀୟ ମୁକ୍ତି ସଂଗ୍ରାମ 


ଡ. ନିବେଦିତା ମହାନ୍ତି 


ଖୋରଧା ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଦ୍ଵିଶତ ବର୍ଷ ପୂରି ଉପଲକ୍ଷେ, ଉକୁଳ ବିକାଶ ପରିଷଦ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଆୟୋଜିତ 
ଜାତୀୟ ଆଲୋଚନା ଚକ୍ରର ବିଷୟ ବସ୍ତୁ “ ଖୋରଧା ପାଇକ ଉଦ୍‌ବେଳନ ଓ ଭାରତୀୟ ଜାତୀୟ ମୁକ୍ତି ସଂଗ୍ରାମର 
ସମୀକ୍ଷା ତିନୋଟି ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟ ଅନ୍ତର୍ଭୁକ୍ତ | 


ପ୍ରଥମ, ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ପୃଷ୍ଠଭୂମି ଓ ଏହାର ବ୍ୟାପକତା; 
ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ, ଭାରତୀୟ ଜାତୀୟ ମୁକ୍ତି ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ତଥା ଏହାର ସମୟକାଳ ଓ ଆଭିମୁଖ୍ୟ; ଏବଂ 


ତୃତୀୟ, ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକ ଓ ସର୍ବଭାରତୀୟ ସ୍ତରରେ ଜାତୀୟବାଦୀ ଚେତନା ଏବଂ ଏହି ପରିପ୍ରେକ୍ଷୀରେ 
ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ବିଶେଷତ୍ଵ । 


ଇତିହାସରେ ଘଟିଥିବା ଖୋରଧାର ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର ୧୮ ୧୭ରେ ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ସଶକ୍ତ ଆହ୍ଵାନର 
ପୁଷ୍ଠଭୂମି, ଏହାର ତୀକ୍ଷଣତା ଏବଂ ବ୍ୟାପକତାର ବିଶ୍ଳେଷଣ ଏହାର ମୂଲ୍ୟାୟନ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଅପରିହାର୍ଯ୍ୟ । 


ମୁଖ୍ୟତଃ ୧୮୦୩ ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ ଅୟମାରମ୍ଭରୁ ହିଁ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଚୂ୍ତିବଦ୍ଧ ହୋଇ ମଧ୍ଯ ତୁରନ୍ତ 
ଏହାର ଖୂଲାପି ଯୋଗୁଁ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କର ରାଜ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ, ରାଜାର ବନ୍ଦି ହେବା ଓ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତି 
ଫାଶୀଦଣ୍ଡ ଖୋରଧା ମାଟିକୁ ଅପମାନ, ଅବିଶ୍ବାସ ଏବଂ ପରାଧୀନତାର ଗ୍ଲାନିରେ ସିକ୍ତ କରିଥଲା । ବଢ଼ି 
ଚାଲିଥିବା ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ଅତ୍ୟାଚାର, ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ସାମାଜିକ ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥାର ଉତ୍ପୀଡ଼ନ, ସ୍ଥଳ ଓ ଜଳ ଉଭୟ ଉପରେ 
ବିଦେଶୀ ଶାସକଙ୍କର ଅକ୍ତିଆର ତଥା ଜମିଦାରୀ ନିଲାମ, ଅସ୍ଥାୟୀ ଜମିଜମା ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ, ନିଷ୍କର ଜମିବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା 
ଉଚ୍ଛେଦ, ଲୁଣ ବ୍ୟବସାୟ ଜୀବିକା ଉପରେ କୁଠାରାଘାତ, କଉଡ଼ି ବଦଳରେ ଅଜଣା ମୁଦ୍ରା ପ୍ରଚଳନ ଓ ବହୁବର୍ଷ 
ଏହାର ମୁଲ୍ୟ ନିରୂପଣ ଅସ୍ଥିରତା ଏବଂ ସର୍ବୋପରି ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠିତ ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକ ପଦମର୍ଯ୍ୟାଦାକୁ ଦୁର୍ବଳ କରି ପଡ଼ୋଶୀ 
ମଧ୍ଯବର୍ଭୀ ଶନ୍ତିଶାଳୀ ଶାସକ ଗୋଷ୍ଠୀର ଅଭ୍ୟୁଦୟ, ଖୋରଧା ଭୁଇଁକୁ ଏକ ପ୍ରଚଣ୍ଡ ଆଗ୍ନେୟଗିରି ଉଦ୍‌ଗୀରଣର 
କେନ୍ଦ୍ରସ୍ଥଳୀରେ ରୂପାନ୍ତରିତ କରିଥିଲା । 

ଏହି ସମୟରେ ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ବିଦ୍ୟାଧର ମହାପାତ୍ର ଭ୍ରମରବର ରାୟ, ଗଜପତିଙ୍କର ବଂଶାନୂୁକ୍ରମେ 
ସେନାପତି, ବଙ୍ଗୀୟ କର୍ମଚାରୀଙ୍କ ଚକ୍ରାନ୍ତରେ ସର୍ବସ୍ବ ହରାଇ, ବିଦେଶୀ ସରକାରଙ୍କଠାରୁ ପ୍ରତିକାରର ଉଚିତ 
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ସହଯୋଗ ନ ପାଇ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ପନ୍ନା ବାଛି ନେଇଥଲେ । କୁହୁଳୁଥିବା ନିଆଁ ଜଳି ଉଠିଥଲା | ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କର 
ଅବଦାନ, ରାଜ୍ୟ ଲାଗି ସ୍ଵାର୍ଥ ତ୍ୟାଗ ପରଅରାର ମୂଳଦୁଆ ପଡ଼ି ସାରିଥୂଲା | 


ବିଦ୍ରୋହର କୌଶଳ ଓ ଯୋଜନା ଗଠନରେ ବକ୍ତି ବିଚାର କରିଥିଲେ ଯେ ଖୋରଧାର ରାଜା ଏବଂ 
ରାଜ୍ୟ ପରମ୍ପରାର ପୁନରାବୃତ୍ତି ହି ଏକମାତ୍ର କାମ୍ୟ । ଆପଣା ଖୋରଧା ଗଡ଼ରୁ ନିର୍ବାସିତ, କ୍ଷମତାଟ୍ୟୁତ ରାଜା 
ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ ପୁରୀର ଗଜପତି ଉଆସ ବାଲିସାହିରେ ରହିଥ୍‌ଲେ | ଖୋରଧା ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କର ଖାସ ମାହାଲ 
ହେଲା | ତେଣୁ ରାଜା ଏବଂ ରାଜ୍ୟର ପୁନଃପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା ଉଦ୍ୟମ ହେବ ଖୋରଧାର ଆତ୍ସସମ୍ମାନନ ଗୌରବ ଓ 
ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତାର ଅଭିଯାନ । ବକ୍ତିଙ୍କର ଏହି ଲକ୍ଷ୍ଯ ହାସଲ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଉଦ୍ୟୋଗ ଏକ ବିଚକ୍ଷଣ, ଗଠନମୂଳକ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ପରିଚାୟକ । ଏହାଦ୍ଵାରା ସୃଷ୍ଟି ହୋଇଥିବା ସାମାଜିକ ବିଶ୍ଙ୍ଖଳାର ଅନ୍ତ ଘଟିବା ସଙ୍ଗେ, ସେ ତାଙ୍କର 
କ୍ଷମତା ଏବଂ ଜମିଦାରୀ ଫେରି ପାଇବାର ଆଶା ରଖୁଥିଲେ | 


ବକ୍ତିଙ୍କର ୧୮୧୭ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ବହୁ ପୂର୍ବରୁ, ଅଷ୍ଟାଦଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର ପ୍ରାୟ ଅନ୍ତିମ ଦୁଇ ଦଶକ ସମୟରୁ 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ସୀମାନ୍ତ, ପାହାଡ଼ିଆ ଓ ଜଙ୍ଗଲ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନରେ ଉପ୍ପୀଡ଼ିତ ଆଦିବାସୀ ସମ୍ପରଦାୟଙ୍କର 
ଜାରି ରହିଥିବା ସମସ୍ତ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଖୋରଧା ପାଣି ପବନକୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ଉତ୍ତପ୍ତ କରି ତୋଳିଥଲା । ଘୁମୁସର ଏବଂ 
ସମସ୍ତ କନ୍ଧ ଅଧୁସିତ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ବ୍ୟାପିଥିବା କନ୍ଧମେଳି ଖୋରଧାକୁ ଲାଗି ରହିଥିବା ବାଣପୁରରେ ମଧ୍ଯ ତେଜି 
ଉଠିଥଲା | ଘୁମୁସର ମାନ୍ଦ୍ରାଜ ପ୍ରଦେଶ ଅନ୍ତର୍ଗତ ଏବଂ ଖୋରଧା ବଙ୍ଗ ପ୍ରଦେଶ ଅନ୍ତର୍ଗତ ହୋଇଥିବାରୁ 
ପ୍ରାଦେଶିକ ସରକାରଙ୍କର ଅନ୍ୟ ପ୍ରଦେଶରେ କୌଣସି କଇୁତ୍ଵ ନଥୁଲା ! ଏଥୁପାଇଁ ଭାରତ ସରକାରଙ୍କଠାରୁ 
ଅନୁମତି ଆବଶ୍ଯକ ଯାହା ସମୟ ସାପେକ୍ଷ ମଧ୍ଯ ଥଲା | ଅନ୍ୟ ପକ୍ଷରେ ଘୁମୁସର ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ସୀମାନ୍ତବର୍ୀ 
ହୋଇଥିବାରୁ ଉଭୟ ଅଞ୍ଚଳର ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀମାନଙ୍କର ଗମନାଗମନରେ ସୁବିଧା ହୋଇଥଲା | ଖୋରଧା ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ଘୁମୁସର ପ୍ରତି ଏକ ସାହାଯ୍ୟକାରୀ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ, ଏବଂ ଘୁମୁସର ପ୍ରଜାଙ୍କର ସହଯୋଗ ଖୋରଧା ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ 
ବଳବତ୍ତର କରିଥଲା | ବକ୍ତିଙ୍କର ବୈବାହିକ ସମ୍ପକ ଏବଂ ବନ୍ଧୁତ୍ବ ତାଙ୍କ ଘୁମୁସର, ନୟାଗଡ଼, ଦଶପଲ୍ଲା, 
ଶେରଗଡ଼, କୁଜଙ୍ଗ, କନିକା ଆଦି ଅଞ୍ଚଳମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ ସମର୍ଥନର ସୁଯୋଗ ଆଣିଥିଲା । 


୧୮୧ ୭ ମାର୍ଚ ମାସରେ ଘୁମୁସର ଏବଂ ବାଣପୁରର ସଶକ୍ତ କନ୍ଧ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ, ଖୋର୍ଵାର ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ 
ସହ ମିଶି ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ମଶାଲଧରି ସରକାରୀ ଥାନା, କୋଠାବାଡ଼ି, ଖଜଣାଖାନା ଆଦି ଲୁଟ 
କରି ଜାଳି ପାଉଁଶ କରି ଦେଇଥିଲେ | ପ୍ରବଳ ପରାକ୍ରମରେ ଏହି ପାଇକ ସେନା ଖୋର୍ଧା ଅଭିମୁଖେ ଯତ୍ରା 
କରିଥୁଲେ ଏବଂ ଇଂରେଜ ମୁଖ୍ୟ କର୍ମଟାରୀଗଣ ଭୟଭୀତ ହୋଇ ପଳାୟନ କରିଥଲେ | ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଏହି 
ସଫଳତା ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କୁ ଆହୁରି ଦୁଃସାହସୀ କରି ତୋଳିଥଲା | ଖୋର୍ବାରେ ପୁଣି ଧ୍ୃଂସ ପ୍ରଳୟ କରି, ପାଞ୍ଚଗଡ଼ 
ଲୁଟତରାଜ କରି, ଗଙ୍ଗପଡ଼ାରେ ଇଂରେଜ ଅଫିସରଙ୍କୁ ହତ୍ଯାକରି ବକ୍ତିଙ୍କ ସହକର୍ମୀ ଏବଂ ପାଇକମାନେ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟସ୍ଥଳ 
ପୁରୀ ଅଭିମୁଖେ ଯାତ୍ରା କରିଥଲେ । 


ପୁରୀ ମିର ପଣ୍ଡାମାନେ ଯେଉଁମାନେ ମରହଟ୍ଟା ଶାସନ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କୁ ପାଛୋଟି ଆଣିଥିଲେ, 


ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନର ନୂଆ ନୂଆ ପଦ୍ଧତି ଏବଂ ରାଜାଙ୍କର ମନ୍ଦିରରୁ ସମସ୍ତ ପ୍ରଭାବ ପ୍ରତ୍ୟାହାରର ଘୋଷଣା ଦ୍ଵାରା 
ବଚଳତ ଏବଂ କ୍ଷୁତ୍ତ ହୋଇଥିଲେ | ତେଣୁ ବକ୍ତିଙ୍କର ନେତୃତ୍ବରେ ସେମାନେ ସମସ୍ବରରେ ରାଜା ତଥା ଖୋରଧା 
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ରାଜ୍ୟର ଜୟ ଜୟକାର କରିଥଲେ | “ ଇଂରେଜ ରାଜତ୍ଵ ଲୋପହେଲା, ମହାରାଜ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦ ଦେବ ଖୋର୍ବଵାର 
ରାଜା ହେଲେ!’ ' ଧ୍ବନିରେ ଗଗନ ପବନ ମୁଖରିତ ହୋଇଥଲା | ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ଧ୍ଵଜା ହୋଇଥଲା ଏହି ସଂଗ୍ରାମର 
ପ୍ରତୀକ, ରାଜା ହେଲେ ତାଙ୍କର ଚଳନ୍ତି ପ୍ରତିମା ତଥା ସେନାପତି ଏବଂ ସବୁ ସ୍ତରର ଓ ସବୁ ପାଇକ ସେନାନୀଙ୍କର 
ସସ୍ଜିଶ୍ଣରେ ଏହାଥିଲା ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ଲାଗି ସାମୁହିକ ଉଦ୍ୟମ । ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଇତିହାସର ଏହା ଏକ ଶୀର୍ଷବିନ୍ଦୁ | 
ରାଜା ମାହାଳିଆ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବଙ୍କ ବିଶ୍ଵାସଘାତକତା ଯୋଗୁଁ କେବଳ ଯେ ସେ ନିଜେ ଏପ୍ରିଲ ୧୮୧ ୮୦ାରୁ ବନ୍ଦୀ 
ଭାବରେ ଶେଷ ନଃଶ୍ଵାସ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ କଟକରେ ରହିଥିଲେ ତା ନୁହେଁ, ଏହି ଯୋଜନା ବିଫଳ ହେବାପରଠାରୁ 
ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଧୀରେ ଧୀରେ ନିସ୍ତଭ ହେବା ପରି ମନେ ହୁଏ | ବକ୍ତି ବନାଞ୍ଚଳରେ ଆତ୍ସଗୋପନ କରି, 
ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନକୁ ଅସ୍ଥିର ଏବଂ ଉଚ୍ଛନ୍ନ କରି ପରିଶେଷରେ ଆତ୍ସ ସମର୍ପଣ କରିଥଲେ | ତେବେ ବି ଶୋଷଣ 


ଓ ଅତ୍ୟାଚାରରୁ ମୁର୍ତି ଲାଗି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ନିଆଁ ଲିଭି ନଥଲା | ୧୮ ୨୭ର ତାପଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଏହାର ଜୁଳନ୍ତ 
ଉଦାହରଣ । 


୧୮ ୨୯ରେ ବକ୍ତିଙ୍କ ମୃତ୍ୟୁପରେ ମଧ୍ଯ, ଓଡ଼ିଶା ସ୍ବତନ୍ତ୍ର ପ୍ରଦେଶ ହେବାର ଶହେ ବର୍ଷ ପୂର୍ବରୁ ଏବଂ 
ଭାରତ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନ ହେବାର ଶହେ ଏଗାର ବର୍ଷ ପୂର୍ବରୁ ଲିପିବଦ୍ଧ ହୋଇଥଲା ସେହି ଅବିସ୍ମରଣୀୟ ଏତିହାସିକ 
ଘଟଣା; ୧୮୩୬ ଜୁନ୍‌ ମାସରେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ମାଳ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରୁ ଆସି ବାଣପୁରରେ ସମବେତ ହେଲେ କନ୍ଧ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ 
ସେନାନୀ | କୃତ୍ତିବାସ ପାଟଶାଣୀଙ୍କର ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ କନ୍ଧ ସରଦାର ପଞ୍ଚ ନାଏକ, ରାଜା ଶରଣ ସିଂ ନାମରେ 
ବାଣପୁରର ସ୍ଵାଧୀନ ରାଜା ବୋଲି ଘୋଷିତ ହେଲେ । ଏହି ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା କ୍ଷଣସ୍ଥାୟୀ ହେଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଇଂରେଜ 
ଶାସନ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ଏହା ଏକ ଉନ୍ମ୍ଳ ପରିଚ୍ଛେଦ । 


ଖୋରଧା ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଦ୍ଵାରା ସିଧାସଳଖ ପ୍ରଭାବିତ ହୋଇଥୁଲେ କନିକା, କୁଜଙ୍ଗ, ହରିଶପୁର | ପରବର୍୍ 
ସମୟରେ ବାଙ୍କି, ଦର୍ଘଣୀ, ଅନୁଗୁଳ, ନୟାଗଡ଼ର ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଜନିତ ଅସ୍ଥିରତା ଓ ସମ୍ବଲପୁର ଏବଂ ପେଡ଼ାହାଟରେ 
ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ସଶକ୍ତ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ବିଭିନ୍ନ ରୂପରେଖ ପରିଲକ୍ଷିତ ହୁଏ । 

ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ପରେ ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ ଏକ ଭିନ୍ନ ମୋଡ଼ ନେଇଥୁଲା | ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ ରାଜାମାନଙ୍କୁ 
ପାରୁପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ରାଜ୍ୟହୀନ କରି ଏହି ରାଜ୍ୟଗୁଡ଼ିକ ସିଧାସଳଖ ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ ଅନ୍ତର୍ଭୁକ୍ତ କରା ହୋଇଥିଲା | 
ବହୁ ରାଜ୍ୟକୁ ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ ସମର୍ଥକ ଭାବେ କରଦ ରାଜ୍ୟ ରୂପେ ଅବସ୍ଥାପିତ କରାଯାଇଥିଲା | ୟାପରେ 
ରାଜ୍ୟଗୁଡ଼ିକ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ରାଜା ପ୍ରଜା ସମ୍ପର୍କ ଅଭିନ୍ନ ରହି ନଥଲା | ପ୍ରଜାମାନେ ପୂର୍ବପରି ରାଜାଙ୍କ ସହ ଏକହୋଇ 
ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ନକରି, ଉଭୟ ରାଜା ଓ ପ୍ରଜା ଇଂରେଜ ଅତ୍ୟାଚାର ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ଉନବିଂଶ 
ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀର ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟାର୍ଷ ସମୟରୁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ସ୍ତରରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କରିଥୁଲେ | ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ବହ୍ଧ ଏହଠାରେ ହ 
ନିର୍ବାପିତ ହେବାପରି ମନେହୁଏ | 

ଉନବିଂଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଜାତୀୟବାଦୀ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଇତିହାସର ଗୌରବମୟ କାହାଣୀ ଓ 
ପରମ୍ପରାକୁ ଉପସ୍ଥାପନା କରିବା ସମୟରେ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଆଲୋଚ୍ୟ ବିଷୟବସ୍ତୁ ନଥିଲା eo 
କେତେଗୁଡ଼ିଏ ମୁଖ୍ୟ କାରଣ ହେଉଛି ସେତେବେଳେ ଜାତୀୟତାବାଦ ଏକ ନୂତନ ଶବ୍ଦ ଯାହାର ସ ଜ୍ଞା ବା 
ରପରେଖ ଗଢ଼ି ଉଠିଥଲା | ତେଣୁ ଆମର ପୁର୍ବ ସଂସ୍କୃତି, ପରମ୍ପରା, କୋଣାକ ମନ୍ଦିର, ନୌବାଣିଜ୍ୟର ଏତିହ୍ୟ 
ଆଦି ଜାତୀୟବାଦ ସଂଞ୍ଞାର ଅପରିହାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ଅଙ୍ଗ ଶିକ୍ଷା, ଭାଷା, ସାହିତ୍ୟ, ସମାଜର ସର୍ବାଙ୍ଗୀଣ ଉନ୍ନତି ହୋଇଥିଲା 
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ଜାତୀୟତାବାଦର ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟ ! ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଥଲା ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ¦ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଜାତୀୟତାବାଦ 
ସେତେବେଳେ ଆପଣାର ମୁଖ୍ୟ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟ ହାସଲ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ ମୁଖାପେକ୍ଷୀ | ଜାତୀୟ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ 
ମଧ୍ଯ ସେ ସମୟରେ ଥଲା ମଧ୍ଯବର୍ଭୀ କାଳୀନ ଶାସକ ଗେଷ୍ଠୀ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ | ତେଣୁ ଆମର ଯେଉଁ ଇତିହାସ ବି 
ଲେଖାହେଲା ଚକ୍ରଧର ମହାପାତ୍ରଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ବା ପରବର୍ଭୀ କାଳରେ କୃପାସିନ୍ଧୁ ମିଶ୍ରଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରାୟ ସେଠାରେ ମଧ୍ଯ 
ପାଇକ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ ଜାତୀୟ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ ମର୍ଯ୍ୟାଦାଭୁକ୍ତ ନୁହେଁ | ଓଡ଼ିଆ ସ୍ୃତି ପଟରେ ହାରି ଯାଇଥିବା ଏହି 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଜାତୀୟତାବାଦର ସ୍ଲାରକୀ ରୁପେ ଏହାର ଶହେ ବର୍ଷର ପୂର୍ରଭି ଅନୁଷ୍ଠିତ ହୋଇଥ୍‌ବାର ବିବରଣୀ ନାହିଁ । 


ଭାରତ ମୁର୍ତି ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ସହ ଏହାର ସମ୍ପର୍କ ପରବର୍ଭୀ ସମୟର ଇତିହାସ । 


୧୯ ୨୦ରେ ସର୍ବଭାରତୀୟ ସ୍ତରର ଅସହଯୋଗ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକ ଜାତୀୟତାବାଦକୁ ଏକ ନୂତନ 
ଦିଗ୍ଦର୍ଶନ ଦେଇଥିଲା | ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକ ସମସ୍ୟା ତଥା ଜାତୀୟ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ ବହୁ ଦ୍ଵନ୍ଦ୍ର ସନ୍ତ୍ଵେ ସର୍ବଭାରତୀୟ 
ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନରୁ ନିଜକୁ ଆଡ଼େଇ ରଖୁ ପାରି ନଥୁଲା | ପ୍ରସାରିତ ଦୃଷିଭଙ୍ଗୀ ତଥା ବିଚାର ନେଇ ଦୁଇଟି ଜାତୀୟତାବାଦ 
ପରସ୍ପର ପ୍ରତି ଆକର୍ଷିତ ହୋଇଥିଲେ | ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକ ଓ ସର୍ବଭାରତୀୟ ଜାତୀୟତାବାଦ ପରସ୍ପର ବିରୁଦ୍ଧାଚରଣ 
କରି ତିଷ୍ପିବା ସମ୍ଭବ ନୁହେଁ । ଅଞ୍ଚଳଗୁଡ଼ିକ ସମ୍ମିଶ୍ରଣରେ ସମଗ୍ର ଦେଶ ! ତେଣୁ ଦୂଇ ସ୍ତରର ଜାତୀୟତାବାଦ 
ପରସ୍ପରକୁ ଗ୍ରହଣ କରି ହିଁ ସଫଳ ହୁଅନ୍ତି । ସମୁହ ସୃତି ଦେଶର ଇତିହାସ ଗଠନ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଅପରିହାର୍ଯ୍ୟ 
ଉପାଦାନ । 


ଭାରତର ମୁକ୍ତି ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ଏକ ବଳିଷ୍ଠ ରୂପନେଲା ୧୯୩୦ରେ | ଲାହୋରରେ ଭାରତ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତାର 
ପତାକା ଉତ୍ତୋଳନ ଏବଂ ଗାନ୍ଧିଜୀଙ୍କ ଡାକରାରେ ଭାରତର ମୁକ୍ତି ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ସମଗ୍ର ଭାରତର ମୁକ୍ତି ଆକାଂକ୍ଷାକୁ 
ପ୍ରତିଫଳିତ କରିଥଲା ! ଶ୍ରେଣୀ, ଜାତି, ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକତା ସମନ୍୍‌ୟରେ ଏହା ଏକ ମହାଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ, ଭାରତର 
ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ଆହ୍ବାନ । 


ଗୋଦାବରୀଶ ମିଶ୍ର ତାଙ୍କର ‘ଅଠର ଶହ ସତର” ଉପନ୍ୟାସରେ ଖୋରଧା ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସୃତି 
ଚାରଣ କରି ଏହା ଭାରତ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ଆଦ୍ୟ ସୋପାନ ଭାବରେ ଉପସ୍ଥାପନା କରିଛନ୍ତି । ଫରାସୀ 
ବିପ୍ଳବ ଛାୟାରେ ଏହି ଏତିହାସିକ କାହାଣୀର ଉପସ୍ଥାପନା, Bast ଘଟଣା ପରି ବରୁଣେଇ ଦୁର୍ଗ ଅଧ୍ବକାର 
ଏବଂ ବନ୍ଦିମାନଙ୍କର ମୁକ୍ତି ଆଦି ବର୍ଣ୍ଣନା ଖୋରଧା ଇତିହାସକୁ ବିଶ୍ଵସ୍ତରୀୟ ମୁକ୍ତି ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ନିକଟକୁ ତୋଳି 
ଧରିବାର ଦମ୍ଭିଲା ପ୍ରୟାସ | ‘ ଅଠରଶହ ସତର” ଥୁଲା ଗୋଦାବରୀଶଙ୍କର ଜାତୀୟତାବାଦର ଏକ ଶନ୍ତିଶାଳୀ 
ଆୟୁଧ । ଏହା ମାଧ୍ୟମରେ ସେ ଭାରତୀୟ ମୁକ୍ତି ସଂଗ୍ରାମରେ ଝାସ ଦେବାକୁ ଆହ୍ବାନ କରିଛନ୍ତି ସମଗ୍ର ଓଡ଼ିଆ 
ଜାତିକୁ, 
“ ' ବିଦେଶୀ ଅନାଚାରେ ଯେତେକ ନାରୀ ନରେ 
ମାଟିରେ ଦେହ ଛନ୍ତି ମିଶାଇ ଗୋ 
ଜଳନ୍ତା ବୁକୁ ଘେନି ସେତେ କଙ୍କାଳ ପୁଣି 
ଉଠିବେ ଚିତା ତଳୁ ଜିଇଟି ଗୋ । 
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ଚାଲିବେ ଯେତେ ଗିରି, ଖଣ୍ଡାହଣା ଭାଲେରି 
ବରୁଣି, ବାରାପିଟା, ଧଉଳି ଗୋ, 
ଧରିବେ ଖଣ୍ଡା ହାତେ ପୁରୁଷେ ସ୍ତିରୀ ଯେତେ 
ଜାତି ସମର ନାଟେ ମାତି ଗୋ ॥' ' 


୧୯ ୨ ୦ର ଚକ୍ରଧରପୁର ଉତ୍କଳ ସମ୍ମିଳନୀ ସଭାପତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ସିଂହ ମଧ୍ଯ ତାଙ୍କର ଭାରତ ଚରିତାମ୍ପତରେ 
କବିତା ମାଧ୍ୟମରେ ରଚନା କଲେ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଇତିହାସ | ଭାରତ ଇତିହାସରେ ଏହା ଏକ ଅବିସ୍ମରଣୀୟ 
ଶକ୍ତିଶାଳୀ ଜାତୀୟ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ ଭାବରେ ଏହାକୁ ଉପସ୍ଥାପନା କଲେ । ଖେର୍ଵାର ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ତଥା ଖେର୍ା 
ଅଧ୍କୃତ ହେବା ବହୁ ପୂର୍ବରୁ, ଏହି ନିବନ୍ଧରେ ଉଲ୍ଲେଖ କରାହୋଇଛି ଯେ ଆଦିବାସୀ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ପ୍ରଜାମାନେ 
ଆପଣା ରାଜାଙ୍କ ସହ ମିଶି, ଇଂରେଜ ଅତ୍ୟାଚାରରେ ଅତିଷ୍ଠ ହୋଇ ଏହି ଶାସନରୁ ମୁକ୍ତିଲାଗି ଅସ୍ତ୍ର ଉଭତ୍ତେଳନ 
କରିବା ଆରମ୍ଭ କରିଥଲେ | ପାରଳାଖେମୁଣ୍ଡି ଓ ଘୁମୁସରରେ ଏହା ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ତଥା ଉନବିଂଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର 
ମଧ୍ଯଭାଗ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ବ୍ୟାପିଥିଲା । କନ୍ଧମେଳି ଏପରି ଶକ୍ତିଶାଳୀ ଓ ବ୍ୟାପକ ଥଲା ଯେ “ ଚକରାମେଳି” ବୋଲି 
ଚକରା ବିଶୋଇର ନେତୃତ୍ଵ ସମୟରେ ଲୋକଗୀତ ଥୁଲା, 


** ବଣ ଜଙ୍ଗଲ କଲେ ବୋବାଳି 

ସିଂହ, ବାଘ, ଭାଲୁ ହୁଅନ୍ତି ଛେଳି 
ପୁଣି ତୋରାଣି ମୁନ୍ଦାରେ ମାଣ୍ଡିଆ ଚୂନା 

ଗୋଳି ଗୋଳି କରି ପିଠା 
ହାତରେ ଫାର୍ସା ଟାଙ୍ଗିଆ ଧରି 


~~ ~~ 


ଫିରିଙ୍ଗି ସାଙ୍ଗରେ ଲଢୁଥା ॥” 


ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକ ସ୍ତରରେ ଏହି ଆଦିବାସୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଗୁଡ଼ିକ ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ହି 
ଥିଲା । 


ଖୋରଧା ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ବିଶେଷତ୍ଵ ବହୁମୁଖୀ । ପ୍ରଥମତଃ ଖୋରଧା ରାଜା ପ୍ରଭୁ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କର ଚଳନ୍ତି 
ପ୍ରତିମା ଏବଂ ସମଗ୍ର ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ପ୍ରତିନିଧ୍ଧ ଭାବରେ ମାନ୍ୟତା ଲାଭ କରିଥଲେ । ତେଣୁ ଖୋରଧା ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତିର ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ତଥା ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ଭାବରେ ପରିଗଣିତ ହୁଏ । 


ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ସଂଗ୍ରାମୀ ଶ୍ରେଣୀ ହିଁ ଏହାର ଶ୍ରେଷ୍ଠ ଆକର୍ଷଣ । ଏବଂ ଏମାନେ କେବଳ ଖୋରଧାର 
ପାଇକ ସମ୍ପଦାୟ ନୁହେଁ, ଘୁମୁସରର ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ କନ୍ଧ ଏହି ଏତିହାସିକ ସମୟ କାଳର ଆଗୁଆ ଧାଡ଼ିର ସେନାନୀ । 
ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟରେ ଖୋର୍ଵାର ପାଇକ, ଜାତି, ଧର୍ମ, ଭାଷା ନିର୍ବିଶେଷରେ ଶାରୀରିକ ତଥା ମାନସିକ ଯୋଗ୍ୟତାରେ 
ନିଯୁକ୍ତି ପାଉଥଲେ । ନିଶ୍ଵର ଜମି ଭୋଗ କରି, ଚାଷକରି, ସେମାନେ ପରିବାର ସହ ସାମାଜିକ ସଂସ୍କୃତି 
ପାଳନ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଏକ ବଳିଷ୍ଠ ସମାଜ ଗଠନ ପ୍ରକ୍ରିୟାରେ ସାମିଲ ଥଲେ | ତେଣୁ ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସମୟରେ ସମଗ୍ର 
ପରିବାରର ଜୀବନ ଶୈଳୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ସହାୟତା ନିମନ୍ତେ ନିୟନ୍ତିତ ଥବା ସ୍ଵାଭାବିକ | ଏହାଥଲା ଏକ ସମୁହ 
ଉଦ୍ୟମ, ଆପଣାର ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ପ୍ରାପ୍ତି । କିନ୍ତୁ ତୃଣ ମୂଳ ସ୍ତରରେ ବା ଘର କୋଣର ଏହି କାହାଣୀ ଏବେ ବି 
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ସମ୍ପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଆଲୋକ ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ନୁହେଁ । ଏହି ସମୟରେ ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ଲୋକଗୀତି ଗୁଡ଼ିକ ବା ଚିତ୍ରକଳାରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ପ୍ରତୀକ ଆଦି ଆମେ ବିସ୍ତୃତ ଭାବେ ଅବଗତ ନୋହୁଁ । ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହରେ ପାଇକାଣୀର ସକ୍ରିୟ ଭୁମିକା 
ବିଷୟରେ ଧାରଣା ହେବା ଆବଶ୍ଯକ | ପାଇକାଣୀ ହିସାବରେ ଆତ୍ସ ସୁରକ୍ଷା ବା ପ୍ରୟୋଜନ ଲାଗି ଯୁଦ୍ଧ 
ବିଦ୍ୟାରେ ସାମାନ୍ୟତମ ତାଲିମ କ'ଣ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଥଲା ? ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଚିନ୍ତାମଣି ରଣସିଂହଙ୍କ ପତ୍ନୀ ' ହାରାମଣି' 
ଯଦି ଖଣ୍ଡା ବୁଲେଇ ଇଂରେଜ ସୈନ୍ୟଙ୍କୁ ଆକ୍ରମଣ କରିପାରେ, ଅନ୍ୟ ଏକ ସମୟ ଓ ପରିସ୍ଥିତିରେ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ରାଣୀ 
ଶୁକଦେଇ ଯଦି ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ଲଢ଼ି ପାରନ୍ତି ତେବେ ଏହା କ”ଣ କେବଳ ଆକସ୍ମିକ ? ପାଇକ ସଂସ୍କୃତି ଖୋରଧାରେ 
ସୀମିତ ନଥିଲା, ଏହା ସମଗ୍ର ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ରାଜ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କରେ ମଧ୍ଯ ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ଥଲା ! ଏପରି ବ୍ଯାପକ ଏହି 
ପରମ୍ପରା ଇତିହାସର ଗବେଷଣା ଅତ୍ୟାବଶ୍ୟକ । ବର୍ରମାନର ସମାଜ ସଚେତନ ଯେ ଇତିହାସର ସ୍ତୋତ 
କେବଳ ନେଡୃସ୍ଥାନୀୟ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତି ବିଶେଷଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ନିୟନ୍ତିତ ହୋଇ ନଥାଏ । ତୃଣମୁଳ ସ୍ତରରେ ସମଗ୍ର ସମାଜର 
ସହଯୋଗ ଏହାକୁ ଶର୍ତିଶାଳୀ କରିଥାଏ |! ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର କାହାଣୀ ନିର୍ଭୀକ ନେତୃବର୍ଗଙ୍କ ସହ ଅଗଣିତ 
ପାଇକ ସେନାନୀ, ପାଇକାଣୀ ଏବଂ ଆଦିବାସୀଙ୍କର ନିଷ୍ଠାର କାହାଣୀ | ଏକ ସମ୍ପୂର୍ଣ ଇତିହାସ ରଚନାରେ 
ସମଗ୍ର ଅଞ୍ଚଳ ତଥା ଜଳ, ସ୍ଥଳ, ପାହାଡ଼, ଜଙ୍ଗଲ, ପ୍ରାଣୀମାନଙ୍କର ମଧ୍ଯ ନିଜସ୍ଵ ଭୂମିକା ଥାଏ । ଆଜି 
ମାନବାଧ୍ୂକାର ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ଓ ପରିବେଶ ସୁରକ୍ଷା ସଚେତନତା ସମୟରେ ଖୋରଧାର ଏହି ଏତିହାସିକ କାଳର 
ବୈଷିଷ୍ଠ୍ୟ ଏହାର ପ୍ରାସଙ୍ଗିକତାକୁ ଆକର୍ଷଣୀୟ କରେ । 


ଭାରତୀୟ ମୁକ୍ତି ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ଏକ ଆକସ୍ମିକ ଘଟଣା ନୁହେଁ । ପୂର୍ବରୁ ପ୍ରବାହିତ ବହୁ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ଆକାଂକ୍ଷୀ 
ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକ ସ୍ତୋତର ଧାରାରେ ଭାରତୀୟ ମହାସ୍ତୋତ ସମ୍ପଦ୍ଧ ଓ ଶକ୍ତିଶାଳୀ ହୋଇ ଭାରତବର୍ଷକୁ ସମ୍ପର୍ଣ୍ଣ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା 
ଆଣି ଦେଇଥଲା । ଖୋରଧା ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଭାରତ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ମହାସ୍ରୋତର ଏକ ପ୍ରଭାବଶାଳୀ 
ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକ ସ୍ରୋତ | ଆପଣା ଗୌରବରେ ଗରୀୟାନ ଏବଂ ନିଜସ୍ଵ ମୌଳିକତାରେ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠିତ ଖୋରଧା ପାଇକ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଇତିହାସ ବହୁଦିଗରେ ଗବେଷଣା ସାପେକ୍ଷ | 


O 
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ପ୍ରଥମ ବି ଏ 
° 
ବଦ୍ରୋହର ପ୍ରମୁଖ ଦୁର୍ଗ : ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼ 
ଅସିତ ମହାନ୍ତି 
ASN EN 
ee POOaD 
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‘ Re ଷ୍‌ Nr - ୍ୟ Zz Se ର i “OP Na 
ର a he po 24 Le ଏଠା ANG p | ! NBs ଧି 
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ଆଜି ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଦ୍ଵିଶତବାର୍ଷିକୀ ପାଳନ କରାଯାଉଛି; କାରଣ ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍କୁଲିଙ୍ଗ 
ଶିଖାୟିତ ହେବାର ସମୟ ଥିଲା ୧୮୧୭ |! ଏହାକୁ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାର ବିରୋଧରେ ପ୍ରଥମ ସଂଗ୍ରାମର 
ମାନ୍ୟତା ଦେବାକୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରୁ ଦୀର୍ଘଦିନ ଧରି ଦାବି ହୋଇ ଆସୁଥୁଲା। ସୁଖର କଥା ଯେ ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ 
ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ସଂଘଟିତ ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାର ବିରୋଧରେ ପ୍ରଥମ ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ମାନ୍ୟତା ଦେଇଛନ୍ତି 
କେନ୍ଦ୍ରସରକାର ! ଏହାର ଦ୍ଵିଶତବାର୍ଷିକୀ ପାଳନ ପାଇଁ ଏଥରର ବଜେଟରେ ସ୍ଵତନ୍ତ୍ର ଅର୍ଥର ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ହୋଇଛି । 


ଭାରତରେ ଇଂରେଜ ରାଜତ୍ଵ ଏବଂ ଭାରତୀୟ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ଇତିହାସ ଅବଲୋକନ କଲେ 
ଜଣାଯାଏ ଯେ ୧ ୭୫ ୭ରେ ପଲାସୀ ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ଭାରତର ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତାର ସୂର୍ଯ୍ୟ ଅସ୍ତମିତ ହୋଇଯିବା ପରେ 
ଦେଶରେ ଏକ ଅନ୍ଧାରି ଅଧ୍ୟାୟର ଆରମ୍ଭ ହୋଇଥଲା | ତାହାର ପ୍ରାୟ ଅର୍୍ଶତାବ୍ଦୀ ପରେ, ୧୮୦୩ରେ 
ଇଂରେଜ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଅଧିକାର କଲେ କିନ୍ତୁ ତାହାର ମାତ୍ର ୧୩ବର୍ଷ ପରେ, ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାର 
ବିରୋଧରେ ଯେଉଁ ପ୍ରଥମ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ବହ୍ନି ଜଳିଲା- ଭାରତର ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ଇତିହାସରେ ତାହାକୁ 
ବିଶେଷ ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵ ଦିଆଯାଇନଥିଲା। ୧୮୫ ୭ର ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ହିଁ ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ବାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ରୂପେ 
ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵ ଦିଆହୋଇ ଆସିଥିଲା କିନ୍ତୁ ଏହାର ଅର୍ବ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀ ପୂର୍ବରୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ବୀର ପାଇକମାନେ ଯେ ଇଂରେଜ 
ସରକାର ବିରୋଧରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କରିଥିଲେ ଏବଂ ସଂଗ୍ରାମରେ ଅବତୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ ହୋଇଥିଲେ, ତାହା ରହିଯାଇଥିଲା 
ଭାରତ ଇତିହାସର ଏକ ଅବହେଳିତ ଅଧ୍ୟାୟ ହୋଇ | ଆଶ୍ବାସନାର କଥା ଯେ ସେହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଦ୍ଵବିଶତବର୍ଷ 
ଅବସରରେ ସେହି ଅବହେଳାର ଅବସାନ ଘଟିଛି । ଦୀର୍ଘ ଦୁଇଶତାହୀ ପରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ତାହାର 


ନ୍ୟାଯ୍ୟ ମାନ୍ୟତା ପାଇଛି | 
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ତେବେ ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ପରିଚାଳିତ ଏହି ବୀରତ୍ଵପୂର୍ଣ ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ପୃଷ୍ଠଭୂମିରେ ରହିଛି 
ଆଉ ଜଣେ ବୀରପୁରୁଷଙ୍କର ଦୁର୍ବର୍ଷ ସଂଗ୍ରାମ। ସେ ହେଉଛନ୍ତି ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁ | 

ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କର ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସଂଘଟିତ ହୋଇଥିଲା ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଅଧିକାର କରିବାର 
ମାତ୍ର ଗୋଟିଏ ବର୍ଷ ପରେ- ୧୮୦ ୪ରେ | ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଅଧିକାର କରିବାର ପ୍ରଥମ ବର୍ଷ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ହିଁ ଇଂରେଜ 
ସରକାର ବିରୋଧରେ ଖୋରଧା ରାଜ୍ୟର ମତାନ୍ତର ହୋଇଥିଲା। ସେହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର କେନ୍ଦ୍ରରେ ଥିଲେ ଗଜପତି 
ମହାରାଜାଙ୍କର ରାଜଗୁରୁ“ ଜୟକୃଷ୍ଣ ଓରଫ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁ | 


ସେହି ସଂଗ୍ରାମର କାହାଣୀ ସଂକ୍ଷେପରେ ଏମିତି | 


ଇଂରେଜଙ୍କ ପୂର୍ବରୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଥିଲା ମରହଟ୍ଟା ଶାସନ | ସେହି ଶାସନ କାଳରେ ମରହଟ୍ଟା ସୁବେଦାର 
କୌଶଳକ୍ରମେ ଖୋରଧା ରାଜ୍ୟର ଚାରିଟି ମୁଲ୍ୟବାନ ପ୍ରଗଣା ତତ୍କାଳୀନ ଗଜପତିଙ୍କ ନିକଟରୁ ନିଜ ଅଧୀନକୁ 
ନେଇଯାଇଥିଲେ । ସେତେବେଳେ ଗଜପତି ମହାରାଜା ଥିଲେ ବୀରକିଶୋର ଦେବ ( ୧୭୩୯-୧୭୯୩) | 
ତାଙ୍କ ପରେ ସିଂହାସନାସୀନ ହୋଇଥିଲେ ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ ଏବଂ ସେ ସେହି ଚାରିଟି ପ୍ରଗଣା ଫେରିପାଇବାର 
ଅଭିଳାଷ ରଖିଥିଲେ | ମରହଙ୍ଟାଙ୍କୁ ତଡ଼ି ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ନିଜର ଶାସନ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରିବାକୁ ଚାହୁଥିବା ଇଂରେଜମାନେ 
ତାହାର ସୁଯୋଗ ନେଲେ। ସେନାଧଧକ୍ଷ କର୍ଣ୍ଣେଲ ହାରକୋର୍ଟ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବଙ୍କ ପ୍ରସ୍ତାବ ଦେଲେ ଯେ ମରହଟ୍ଟା 
ବିରୋଧୀ ସଂଗ୍ରାମରେ ସେ ଯଦି ସହଯୋଗ କରିବେ, ତେବେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ଜିଣିବା ପରେ ତାଙ୍କୁ ସେହି ଚାରିଟିଯାକ 
ପ୍ରଗଣା ଫେରାଇ ଦିଆଯିବ । ତାଂ ସାଙ୍ଗକୁ ଦିଆଯିବ ଏକଲକ୍ଷ ଟଙ୍କା ପୁରସ୍କାର। ରାଜଗୁରୁ ଜୟକୃଷ୍ଣ ଓରଫ୍‌ 
ଜୟୀ ଇଂରେଜଙ୍କର ସେହି ସର୍ଭରେ ରାଜି ନହେବା ପାଇଁ ଗଜପତି ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ (ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ) ଙ୍କୁ ପରାମର୍ଶ 
ଦେଇଥିଲେ। କାରଣ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କର ଛଳନା ବିଷୟରେ ସେ ସଂପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଭାବରେ ଅବଗତ ଥିଲେ କିନ୍ତୁ 
ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ ତାଙ୍କର ପରାମର୍ଶ ଗ୍ରହଣ କଲେନାହିଁ। ଗଜପତିଙ୍କର ୩୦୦୦ ଲଢ଼ୁଆ ପାଇକଙ୍କ ବଳରେ 
ଇଂରେଜ ସେହି ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ବିଜୟୀ ହେଲେ ଏବଂ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା ହେଲା କିନ୍ତୁ ପରେ 
ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାର ନିଜର ପ୍ରତିଶ୍ରୁତି ରକ୍ଷା କଲେନାହିଁ। ଫଳରେ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କ ପରାମର୍ଶରେ ଗଜପତି 
ଇଂରେଜଙ୍କ ବିରୋଧରେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ଘୋଷଣା କଲେ | ସେହି ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ୧୮୦୪ ନଭେମ୍ବରରେ ଆରମ୍ଭ ହେଲା ଏବଂ 
ପ୍ରାୟ ତିନିସପ୍ତାହ ଧରି ଜାରି ରହିଲା। ମେଜର ଫ୍ଲେଚର ଦକ୍ଷିଣରୁ ସେନାବାହିନୀ ମଗାଇ ତାହାକୁ ଦମନ 
କଲେ ଏବଂ ଡ଼ିସେମ୍ବର ୪ ତାରିଖ ଦିନ ଖୋରଧା ଦୁର୍ଗ ଅଧିକାର କରିନେଲେ। ଗଜପତି ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ 
(ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ) ଓ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁ ଦୁର୍ଗ ଛାଡ଼ି ପଳାଇ ଯାଇଥିଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଦୁହିଁଙ୍କୁ ଗିରଫ କରାଗଲା କିନ୍ତୁ ସେହି 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ସବୁ ଦାୟିତ୍ଵ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁ ନିଜ ମୁଣ୍ଡକୁ ନେଲେ ଏବଂ ତାଙ୍କୁ ମେଦିନୀପୁରଠାରେ ଏକ ବରଗଛରେ 
ଫାଶୀ ଦେଇଦିଆଗଲା କିନ୍ତୁ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାର ଗଜପତି ରାଜାଙ୍କୁ ପୁରୀକୁ ପଠାଇ ଦେଲେ । ତାଙ୍କୁ ପୁରୀ 
ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ମନ୍ଦିରର ତତ୍ତ୍ଵାବଧାରକ ରୂପେ ନିଯୁକ୍ତ କରାଗଲା। ଖୋରଧାଗଡ଼ ଆଉ ଗଜପତି ମହାରାଜାଙ୍କ 
ଅଧୀନରେ ରହିଲା ନାହିଁ। ତାହାର ତେରବର୍ଷ ପରେ ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ସଂଘଟିତ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ବି ଇଂରେଜଙ୍କ କବଳରୁ ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼କୁ ଆଉ ମୁକ୍ତ କରିପାରିନଥିଲା। କିନ୍ତୁ ସେହି ସଂଗ୍ରାମରେ ଓଡ଼ିଆ 
ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର ତଥା ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଶେଷ ସେନାପତି ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କର ଦୁର୍ଵର୍ଷ ସଂଗ୍ରାମର କାହାଣୀ ଆଜି ବି 
ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଇତିହାସର ଅଭୁଲା ଅଧ୍ୟାୟ ତଥା ଅସରନ୍ତି ପ୍ରେରଣାର ଉତ୍ସ ହୋଇରହିଛି। 
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ସେହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ପ୍ରଧାନ ସେନାପତି ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କର ପ୍ରୟାଣ ଘଟିଥିଲା ୧୮ ୨ ୯ ମସିହା, ଜାନୁଆରୀ 
ମାସ ୨ ୪ ତାରିଖ ଦିନ, କିନ୍ତୁ ତାହାର ଶତବାର୍ଷିକୀ ବର୍ଷ ୧୯ ୨୯ରେ ପାଳିତ ହୋଇପାରି ନଥିଲା। କାରଣ 
ଶତବର୍ଷ ବିତିଯିବା ପରେ ବି ଆମ ରାଜ୍ୟ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ତଥା ଆମ ଦେଶ ଭାରତବର୍ଷ ତଥାପି ଥିଲା ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ 
ଅଧୀନରେ। କିନ୍ତୁ ଏହି ଶତାଧିକ ବର୍ଷର ଅବହେଳା ଫଳରେ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀ ପୁରାତନ ଖୋରଧାଗଡ଼ ସମେତ 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଅନ୍ୟ ସମସ୍ତ ଗଡ଼ ମଧ୍ୟ ସେତେବେଳକୁ ଜୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ ହୋଇ ଯାଇଥିଲା। ସେଥିପାଇଁ ସେହି ଦୁଃସ୍ପିତିକୁ 
ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟକରି ଯେଉଁ ବେଦନା ଅନୁଭବ କରୁଥିଲେ ଅଗଣିତ ଓଡ଼ିଶାବାସୀ, ତାହାକୁ ଏକ ମର୍ମସ୍ପର୍ଶୀ କବିତାର ରୂପ 
ଦେଇ, ସୁପ୍ତ ଓଡ଼ିଶାବାସୀଙ୍କୁ ଜାଗ୍ରତ ହେବାକୁ ଆହ୍ଵାନ ଦେଇଥିଲେ ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ବ୍ୟଙ୍ଗକାର ଗୋଦାବରୀଶ ମହାପାତ୍ର | 
ତାଙ୍କର ସେହି ଉଦ୍‌ବୋଧନୀ ଗୀତିଟିର ରଚନାକାଳ ଥିଲା ୧୯୩୦ ଅକ୍ଲୋବର। 
ସେହି ଉଦ୍‌ବୋଧନୀରେ ସେ କହିଥିଲେ- 


“ ଦୁର୍ଗମ ଗିରିଦୁର୍ଗ ପ୍ରାଚୀର ଜୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଦୁଆରେ ବସି 
ଡାକେ ତାନ୍ତିକ ମନ୍ତ୍ର ସାଧନେ ଜାଗ୍ରତ ପୁରବାସୀ ! 


ପୃଥ୍ଵୀ ବିଦାରି ବାରବାଟୀ ମଡ଼ା ଉଠ ଉଠ ଚଞ୍ଚଳ, 
ଖୋରଧାର ଶତ ସରଦାର ଶିର କର ଉନ୍ନତତର | 


ଉଠ କଙ୍କାଳ, ଛିଡ଼ୁ ଶୃଝଖଳ, ଜାଗ ଦୁର୍ବଳ ଆଜି 
ଉଠୁ ଗତ ଗଉରବ, ହୃତ ଗଉରବ, ମୃତ ଗଉରବ ରାଜି” 
ଏଥିରେ ସେଇ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ସଂକ୍ଷିପ୍ତ ଇତିହାସ ବର୍ଣ୍ଣତ- ଯେଉଁ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଦିନେ ଥିଲା ଦୁର୍ବାର, ଦୁର୍ମଦ। 
ଉଠ କଙ୍କାଳ...” ଭାବରେ ପ୍ରସିଦ୍ଧ ହେଲେ ହେଁ ଏ ଗୀତିଟିର ଶୀର୍ଷକ ଥିଲା “ ଶୃଶାନ ପୂଜାରୀର ଆହ୍ଵାନ | 
କିନ୍ତୁ ପ୍ରଶ୍ନ ଉଠେ- ଦୁର୍ଗମ ଗିରିଦୁର୍ଗର ଜୀର୍ଣ ପ୍ରାଚୀର ଓ ଜୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଦୁଆରେ ବସି ଶ୍ଵଶାନ ପୂଜାରୀ ଆହ୍ଵାନ ଦେବା 
ସତ୍ତ୍ବେ କଙ୍କାଳମାନେ ଏଯାଏ ଉଠିଲେଣି କି ? ଦୁର୍ବଳମାନେ ଏଯାଏ ଜାଗିଲେଣି କି ? ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଶ୍ଧଙ୍ଖଳ 
ସବୁ ଛିଡ଼ିଲାଣି କି ? ଆମର ଗତ, ହୃତ ଓ ମୃତ ଗଉରବ ରାଜି ଅଭ୍ୟୁଦିତ ହେଲାଣି କି ? 
ମନେହୁଏ- ଆଜି ୧୮୧୭ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଏହି ଦ୍ଵିଶତ ବାର୍ଷିକୀରେ ସେ ଦୁର୍ଗତି ଏ କାତିର 
କପାଳରୁ ହଟିବା ତ ଦୂରର କଥା, ଦୁର୍ଗତିର ଗତି ଆଜି ଆହୁରି ଦୁତ ହୋଇଛି। ଆହୁରି ଜୀଣ୍ଠ ହୋଇଛି 
ଗିରିଦୁର୍ଗର ପ୍ରତ୍ଧ-ପ୍ରାଚୀର | 
ସେଦିନ ସେହି କବିତାରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଅନେକ ଗୁଡ଼ିଏ ଦୁର୍ଗର ନାମୋଲ୍ଲେଖ କରିଥିଲେ ଗୋଦାବରୀଶ 
ମହାପାତ୍ର। ବଖାଣିଥିଲେ, ସେହି ଦୁର୍ଗ ଗୁଡ଼ିକ ସହିତ ଜଡ଼ିତ ଥିବା ଏ ମହାନ୍‌ ଜାତିର ଗୌରବ ଗାଥା। 
ବଖାଣିଥିଲେ ବି ଫୁଲଝର ଓ ରାଇବଣିଆର ରଣସଙ୍ଗୀତ ଓ ସମ୍ବଲପୁରର ସମ୍ବଳବୀରଙ୍କ କଥା କଳବଗର 
ଅର୍ଗଳ ଏଡି ଗଜପତିବୀର “ ବେରାର” ଭେଦିବା କଥା| ଆମକୁ ସ୍ଵରଣ ବି କରାଇ ଦେଇଥିଲେ ଦୁବାର ଗଡ଼ 
ଦେବରକୋଣ୍ଡାର କଥା| ଖଣ୍ଡାକୁଶଳ ଖଣ୍ଡାୟତଙ୍କ ଦୁର୍ବାର କରବାଳରେ ଶତଗଡ଼ରେ ଅଜେୟ ବଙ୍ଗବାହନୀ 


ପରାଭୂତ ହେବାର କଥା| 
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ସେଦିନ, ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ସେହି ବୀର ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର ଅମିତ ବିକ୍ରମରେ ମଗଧ ଲୀନ ହୋଇଥିଲା। 
ଗଉଡ଼ଭୁବନ ହୋଇଥିଲା ପଦାନତ। ବିଜୟୀ ବିଜୟନଗର ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଚରଣ ତଳେ ଶରଣ ମାଗିଥିଲା। 
ବାହମନିପତି ଯବନ, ଶମନ ଭୟରେ ଲୁଚିଥିଲା। 


କିନ୍ତୁ ଗୋଦାବରୀଶ ଗଭୀର କ୍ଷୋଭର ସହ ଲେଖିଛନ୍ତି- 


“ ଗଙ୍ଗା ଧୋଇଲା ଚିକୂର ଯାହାର କୃଷ୍ଣା ଚରଣ ତଳ 
ଶମଶାନ ଆଜି, ମଡ଼ା ଦେଶ ଆଜି, ଏହି ସେ ଉକ୍କଳ!” 


ଏହା କହିବା ସହିତ, ସେ ଆଶାପୋଷଣ କରିଛନ୍ତି- 
“ ହାଡ଼ ପାଶୁ ଆଜି ଭାଷା ବହିଆସୁ, ଫୁଟୁ ମଡ଼ା ମୁଖେ ହସ, 
ଭଗ୍ନ ଏ ଗଡ଼ ମନ୍ଦିରେ ଶୁଭୁ ଦୁନ୍ଦୁଭି ଅହର୍ନିଶ। 
ଶମଶାନ ଧୁଳି ଅଞ୍ଜଳି ଭରି ନିଅ ପୁରବାସୀ ଜନ, 
ଲକ୍ଷ ଜୀବନ ସାକ୍ଷ୍ୟ ଦେବ ସେ ଗୌରବେ ମହୀୟାନ।” 


ଏଣୁ ଆଜି ଯେତେବେଳେ ଆମେ ୧୮୧୭ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଦ୍ଵିଶତବାର୍ଷିକୀ ପାଳନ କରୁଛୁ, 
ଅନ୍ତତଃ ଏତିକି ଆଶାପୋଷଣ କରିବା- ଗୋଦାବରୀଶଙ୍କ ଉଦ୍ଦାମ ଉଦ୍‌ବୋଧନୀରେ ଯାହା ହେଲାନାହିଁ, ହୁଏତ 
ଏହି ଦ୍ଵିଶତବାର୍ଷିକୀ ପାଳନ ଫଳରେ ତାହା ହୋଇପାରେ ! 


ଏହି ପରିପ୍ରେକ୍ଷୀରେ ସ୍କରଣ କରାଯାଇପାରେ ଯେ, ନିକଟ ଅତୀତରେ ସୁପ୍ରିମକୋର୍ଟର ପ୍ରାକ୍ତନ ବିଚାରପତି 
ମାର୍କଣ୍ଡେୟ କାଟଜୁଙ୍କର ଗୋଟିଏ ଉକ୍ତି ଆମ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବାସୀଙ୍କୁ ଖୁବ୍‌ କ୍ଷୁନ୍ତ କରିଥିଲା! ସେ ପରିହାସରେ ଆମକୁ 
ଗରିବ ଓଡ଼ିଆ” ବୋଲି କହିଥିଲେ। କଳିଙ୍ଗ ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ହାରିବା କଥା ଆମକୁ ମନେପକାଇ ଦେଇଥିଲେ। 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାବାସୀ କୁଆଡ଼େ ସେହି ଦିନଠାରୁ ସଂପୂର୍ଣ ହତାଶ ବା ନିରାଶ ହୋଇ ରହିଛନ୍ତି ବୋଲି ସେ କହିଥିଲେ। 
କଳିଙ୍ଗ ଯୁଦ୍ଧର ସମୟକୁ ଯଦି ଖ୍ରୀଷ୍ଟପୂର୍ବ ୨୬ ୧ ବା ଖ୍ରୀଷ୍ଟପୂର୍ବ ତୃତୀୟ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀର ମଧ୍ୟଭାଗ ବୋଲି ଧରାଯାଏ, 
ସେଦିନଠାରୁ ୧୮୧ ୭ର ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ- ଅର୍ଥାତ୍‌ ଉନବିଂଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର ଆଦ୍ୟପାଦ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ସମରକୂଶଳ 
ଏ ଦୁର୍ବର୍ଷ ଜାତିର ବହୁ ବୀରତ୍ଵ ଗାଥା ଦେଶର ଇତିହାସରେ ଲିପିବଦ୍ଧ ହୋଇଛି | ତାହାର ସନ୍ଦନପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଉଦ୍‌ବୋଧନୀ 
ଗୋଦାବରୀଶଙ୍କ ‘ ଉଠ କଙ୍କାଳ”ରେ ଅଛି | 


ମହାଭାରତ ଯୁଦ୍ଧଠାରୁ ମେଘାସ୍ଥିନିସ୍‌ଙ୍କ ବିବରଣୀ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତଂ ଏହାର ବହୁ ନିଦର୍ଶନ ଆମର ପୁରାଣ, 
ଇତିହାସରେ ଲିପିବଦ୍ଧ ହୋଇଛି। ପ୍ରାଚ୍ୟ ଭୂଖଣ୍ଡରେ କଳିଙ୍ଗ ଏକ ଶର୍ତିଶାଳୀ ଦେଶ ଥିଲା। ଏହା ଥିଲା 
ଅବିଜିତ। ଏଣୁ ତାହାର ବିଜୟ ମଗଧ ସମ୍ରାଟ ଅଶୋକଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ଥିଲା ଏକ ସ୍ଵପ୍ନ ପରବର୍ଭୀ କାଳରେ, 
ଖ୍ରୀଷ୍ଟପୂର୍ବ ପ୍ରଥମ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀରେ ମହାମେଘବାହନ ଏର ଖାରବେଳ ୧ ୪ ବର୍ଷ ପାଇଁ କଳିଙ୍ଗର ରାଜସିଂହାସନରେ 
ଅଭିଷିକ୍ତ ହେଲେ ଏବଂ ବିଶାଳ ଚତୁରଙ୍ଗ ବାହିନୀ ଗଠନ କରି ତାହାର ବଳରେ ବିପୁଳ ବିଜୟ ହାସଲ 
କଲେ | ହାତୀଗୁ୍ପା ଶିଳାଲେଖର ସ୍ଥାପତ୍ୟରେ ସେ କାଳର ସମରାଭ୍ୟାସର ଚିତ୍ର ଖୋଦିତ ଅଛି। 
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ଖାରବେଳଙ୍କ ପରବର୍ରୀ ପ୍ରାୟ ତିନି ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀର ଇତିହାସ ଆପାତତଃ ଅସ୍ପଷ୍ଟ ସମୁଦ୍ରଗୁପ୍ତଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ 
ହର୍ଷବର୍ବନଙ୍କ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଖଣ୍ଡବିଖଣ୍ଡିତ ହୋଇଥିଲା। ଏହା ପ୍ରାୟ ସାଢ଼େ ତିନିଶହ ବର୍ଷର ଇତିହାସ | 
(୩୦ ୦-୬୫୦) ବିଭିନ୍ନ ସମୟରେ ମାଠର, ବଶିଷ୍ଠ ମୁଦଗଲ, ନଳ, ଶୈଳୋଉଭବ ଆଦି ରାଜବଂଶ ଏ 
ଭୂଖଣ୍ଡରେ ରାଜତ୍ଵ କରିଥିଲେ। ମାଠରମାନଙ୍କର “ ରଣଦୁର୍ଚଚୟ , “ ବିକୁମେନ୍ଦ୍ର' (୩୧୪-୫୩୬), ନଳମାନଙ୍କର 
 ବିକ୍ମାକ୍ଷପତି ' , ' ମହାବଳାଧିକୃତ' , ' ମହାସାମନ୍ତ” (ଖୀ. ୫୦୦-୭ ୦୦) ଶୈଳୋଭବମାନଙ୍କର ' ରିପୁମାନ 
ବିଘଟନ” ( ୫ ୦ ୦-୭ ୦ ୦) ଆଦି ନାମ ଓ ଉପାଧି ଏ ଭୂମିର ଶାସକମାନଙ୍କର ସମର କୂଶଳତାର ପ୍ରମାଣ। 
ପରବର୍ରୀ ଶ୍ବେତକଗଙ୍ଗ, ଭୌମକର, ସୋମବଂଶୀ ଓ ଗଙ୍ଗବଂଶୀ ଶାସକମାନେ ଏ ଭୂଖଣ୍ଡର ସୀମାକୁ ଗଙ୍ଗାଠାରୁ 
ଗୋଦାବରୀ ଓ କାବେରୀ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ବିସ୍ତାର କରିଥିଲେ। ତାହାକୁ ହିଁ ଗୋଦାବରୀଶ ତାଙ୍କ ଭାଷାରେ କହିଛନ୍ତି, 
“ ଗଙ୍ଗା ଧୋଇଲା ଚିକୁର ଯାହାର କୃଷ୍ଣା ଚରଣ ତଳ।” 


ଚୋଡ଼ଗଙ୍ଗ ଦେବଙ୍କଠାରୁ ଭାନୁଦେବଙ୍କ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ( ୧୦୭୮-୧୪୩୫) ପ୍ରାୟ ଚାରି ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର 
ଇତିହାସ ଏହି ବୀରତ୍ବର ଅପୂର୍ବ ଗାଥାରେ ପରିପୂର୍ଣଣ। ଚୋଡ଼ଗଙ୍ଗଙ୍କର ଥିଲା “ନବ ନବତି ସେନା ବାହିନୀ | 
ପ୍ରଥମ ଅନଙ୍ଗଭୀମ ଦେବଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ ତୃତୀୟ ଅନଙ୍ଗଭୀମଦେବଙ୍କ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ( ୧୧୯ ୦-୧ ୨୩୮) ଏବଂ 
ପ୍ରଥମ ନରସିଂହ ଦେବ ( ୧୨୩୮-୧ ୨୬୪)ଙ୍କ ସମୟରେ ଏ ମାଟିର ପାଇକବାହିନୀ ସେମାନଙ୍କର 
ରକ୍ତରଂଜିତ କରବାଳକୁ କେବେ ଗଙ୍ଗାରେ ତ କେବେ ଗୋଦାବରୀ, କାବେରୀ ବା କୃଷ୍ଣାରେ ପ୍ରକ୍ଷାଳନ 
କରୁଥିଲେ ବୋଲି ପ୍ରବାଦ ଅଛି। ଏ ସଂପର୍କିତ ଗୋଟିଏ ବର୍ଣନା ଯେତିକି କରୁଣ, ସେତିକି କାବ୍ୟିକ | 
ନରସିଂହ ଦେବଙ୍କ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ମଣାବତୀ ବିଜୟ ଅଭିଯାନରେ ବହୁ ଯବନ ନିହତ ହୋଇଥିଲେ । ଗୋଟିଏ ବର୍ଣ୍ଣନା ଅଛି 
ଯେ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ବିଧବା ପତ୍ନୀଙ୍କ କହ୍ଳଳ ମିଶ୍ମିତ ଅଶ୍ରରେ ସ୍ବଚ୍ଛନୀରା ଗଙ୍ଗା କୃଷ୍ଣସଲିଳା ଯମୁନାରେ ପରିଣତ 
ହୋଇଯାଇଥିଲା 


ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ଇତିହାସ କହେ, ଅନଙ୍ଗଭୀମଦେବ ( ୧୧୧ ୨-୧ ୧୩୬) ଆଗଙ୍ଟା ଗୋଦାବରୀ 
ବିସ୍ତୃତ ଭୂମିକୁ ପୁରୁଷୋତ୍ତମ ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ପାଦପଦ୍ଧରେ ଉତ୍ସର୍ଗ କରିଥିଲେ। ଗଙ୍ଗବଂଶ ପରେ ସୂର୍ଯ୍ୟବଂଶୀ 
ଗଜପତି ମହାରାଜାଙ୍କ ସୈନ୍ୟବାହିନୀରେ ଅଶ୍ବାରୋହୀ, ଗଜାରୋହୀ ଓ ପଦାତିକ ସୈନ୍ୟ ପ୍ରଚୁର ମାତ୍ରାରେ 
ଥିଲେ। ପ୍ରତାପରୁଦ୍ର ଦେବଙ୍କ ପରେ ଆଭ୍ୟନ୍ତରୀଣ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଉତ୍କଟ ହେବା ସହିତ ପ୍ରତିପକ୍ଷ ପ୍ରବଳ ହେଲେ। 
ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ ( ୧ ୫୫ ୯-୧୫ ୬୮) ଥିଲେ ଶେଷ ସ୍ବାଧୀନ ରାଜା | ଗୋହିରା ଟିକିରି ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ତାଙ୍କର ପତନ 
ପରେ ଭୋଇବଂଶ ଶାସନକାଳରେ- ଏ ବଂଶର ଶାସକମାନେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ସମୟରେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଶାସନର ଅଧୀନ 
ହୋଇଥିଲେ। ଆଫଗାନ ( ୧୫୬୮-୧୫୯ ୨), ମୋଗଲ ( ୧୪୯୨-୧୭୦୬) ଓ ମରହଟା ( ୧୭ ୦୭- 
୧୮୦୩)ଙ୍କ ଶାସନ ପରେ ଆସିଥିଲା ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ।| ଏହି ଭୋଇବଂଶର ଗଜପତିମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ୟରେ 
ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଦେବ ( ୧୫୬୮-୧୬୦୦), ଦିବ୍ୟସିଂହ ଦେବ ( ୧୬୮୮-୧୭ ୧୬), ବୀରକେଶରୀ ଦେବ 
( ୧୭୩୬-୧ ୭ ୯୩) ପ୍ରମୁଖଙ୍କ ନାମ ଉଲ୍ଲେଖଯୋଗ୍ୟ ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କର ଓ ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ଦେଶର ସୁରକ୍ଷାପାଇଁ 
ସେମାନେ ଉଭୟ ସ୍ଥଳବାହିନୀ ଓ ଜଳବାହିନୀ ଗଠନ: କରିଥିଲେ। 
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ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଗଡ଼ ଓ ଗଡ଼ଖାଇ” ପୁସ୍ତକରେ ଗବେଷକ କୁପାସିନ୍ଧୁ ବିଶ୍ଵାଳ ଏହାର ଅନେକ ବିବରଣୀ 
ଦେଇଛନ୍ତି। ସେହି ରାଜା ଓ ସାମନ୍ତରାଜାମାନଙ୍କର ସାମରିକ ଉପାଧି ବାବଦରେ ସେ କହିଛନ୍ତି, “ ଭୋଇବଂଶୀୟ 
ରାଜା ଓ ସାମନ୍ତ ରାଜାମାନେ “ଅଭିନବ ଇନ୍ଦ୍ରଦ୍ୟୁମ୍', ‘ ଧୀର ନରେନ୍ଦ୍ର ବାହାଦୂର” , “ ଭୁରମରବର ରାୟ, 
ନରେନ୍ଦ୍ର ମହାପତ୍ର , ' ଧୀର ବୀରବର ହରିଚନ୍ଦନ ମହାପାତ୍ର” , ମାନସିଂହ ହରିଚନ୍ଦନ , “ ମର୍ଦ୍ଦରାଜ ଭ୍ରମରବର 
ରାୟ” , ' ମର୍ବରାଜ ହରିଚନ୍ଦନ” ,  ମହାନ୍ଦ୍ର ପ୍ରତାପ ବାହାଦୂର” , ‘ଚକ୍ରଧର ନରେନ୍ଦ୍ର ମହାପାତ୍ର , ‘ରାକେନ୍ୁ 
ଦେବଂ , ‘ରାଜ ମଣିରାଜ ଦେବ’ , ˆ ହରିଚନ୍ଦନ’ , “ସିଂହ” ପ୍ରଭୁତି ଉପାଧିରେ ପରିଚିତ ହେଉଥିଲେ। ” 

ସେହିପରି ଗଙ୍ଗବଂଶୀ ଓ ଗଜପତି ରାଜାଙ୍କ ରାଜତ୍ଵ କାଳରେ ଅନେକ ସାମରିକ ଉପାଧି ମଧ୍ଯ ନୂତନ 
ଭାବରେ ସୃଷ୍ଟି ହୋଇଥିଲା। ସେଗୁଡ଼ିକ ହେଉଛି- ‘ ମତ୍ତଗଜସିଂହ” , ‘ ଗୁମାନସିଂହ” , “ ଝପଟସିଂହଂ , 
 ଛୁଆଳସିଂହ” , ' ପାଇକରାୟ” , ' ଛୋଟରାୟ” , ‘ ବଳବନ୍ତ ସିଂହ”, “ ସାମନ୍ତରାୟ” , ' ଜଗଦେବରାୟ” , 
' ଚହଟରାୟ' , ପଶ୍ଚିମ କବାଟ” , ' ଉତ୍ତର କବାଟ” , ଦକ୍ଷିଣ କବାଟ" , ବଡ଼ଜେନା’, ଚୂଡ଼ାମଣି” , ' ଗଜେନ୍ଦ୍ର” , 
 ମାନଧାତା” , ‘ମହାରଥା”, ବୈରୀଶଲ୍ୟ' , ‘ ଶତୃଶଲ୍ୟ” , ' ସାମଲ! , ‘ ଭୁଜବଳ! , ˆ ବିଶ୍ଵାଳ , ' ରାଉଳ! , 
‘ ବରାଳ! , “ସାମନ୍ତ ସିଂହାର” , ‘ ବାହୁବଳେନ୍ଦ୍ର', ‘ ମଙ୍ଗରାଜ” , ' ଦଳବେହେରା! , ‘ ଦଳେଇ! ,  ବକସି', 
' ରଣରଙ୍କା' , 'ଓଲଟସିଂହ” , ' କୋଦମା ସିଂହ” , ' ମହାରଥୀ” , ' ବହଲ ସିଂହ” ଓ ' ବୀରବର! ଇତ୍ୟାଦି | 

ଏସବୁ ସହିତ ସେଦିନର ଦୁର୍ଗଗୁଡ଼ିକ ବାବଦରେ ଅନୁଧ୍ୟାନ କଲେ ଜଣାଯାଏ ଯେ ଭୋଇବଂଶ 
ଶାସନକାଳରେ ଗଜପତି ରାଜାମାନଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତ୍ୟକ୍ଷ ତତ୍ତାବଧାନରେ ୭୩ଟି ଏବଂ ପରୋକ୍ଷ ଶାସନରେ ୧ ୨୯ଟି 
ଦୁର୍ଗ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ବିଭିନ୍ନ ସ୍ଥାନରେ ଗଢ଼ି ଉଠିଥିଲା। ସୈନ୍ଯ ବାହିନୀରେ ଥିବା “ ପଦାତିକ” ମାନେ ' ପାଇକ! 
ଭାବରେ ପରିଚିତ ହେଉଥିଲେ। 


ଏହି ଦୁର୍ଗ ବା ଗଡ଼ ଗୁଡ଼ିକ ଭିତରୁ ୧୮୧ ୭ର ପାଇକବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସହିତ ଯେଉଁ ଗଡ଼ ଅଧିକ ଜଡ଼ିତ, 
ତାହା ହେଉଛି ଖୋରଧା ବା ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼ | 


ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କାହିଁକି ଓ କିପରି ହେଲା, ତାହା ଏହି ଆଲେଖ୍ୟଯର ଆଲୋଚ୍ୟ ପ୍ରସଙ୍ଗ ନୁହେ 
ତେବେ ସଂକ୍ଷେପରେ କେବଳ ଏତିକି କୁହାଯାଇପାରେ ଯେ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଅଧିକାର କରିବାପରେ 
ଯେଉଁ ନୂଆ ପ୍ରାଶାସନିକ ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ହେଲା, ତାହା ବିରୋଧରେ ଜନ ଅସନ୍ତୋଷ ଭିତରୁ ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ଜନ୍ମ ନେଇଥିଲା। ଏଇଥିପାଇଁ ୧୮୫ ୭ର ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ନୁହେ, ୧୮୧ ୭ର ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ହିଁ 
ଭାରତର ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ବୋଲି କୁହାଯାଉଛି। ତେବେ ଏହାର ନେପଥ୍ଯରେ ପାରଳାଖେମଣ୍ଜି 
( ୧୭୬୭-୧୭୬୮) ଓ ଘୁମୁସର ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଆଦିର ଦୀର୍ଘ ପୃଷ୍ଠଭୂମି ରହିଛି । ରହିଛି ମଧ୍ୟ ତେରବର୍ଷ ତଳର 
( ୧୮୦ ୪ର) ଜୟୀରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ । ଏହାର କେନ୍ଦ୍ର ଥିଲା ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼ | 


ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଶେଷ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନ ଦୁର୍ଗ । ଏହାର ଇତିହାସ ଅତ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଗୌରବମୟ | ଗୋଦାବରୀଶ 
ମହାପାତ୍ରଙ୍କ ଭାଷାର ଏହି ଦୁର୍ଗମ ଦୁର୍ଗର ପ୍ରାଚୀର ଏବେ ଜୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ କିନ୍ତୁ ଦିନ ଥିଲା, ଦୀର୍ଘ ପ୍ରାୟ ଅଢ଼େଇ ଶହ 
ବଷ ଧରି ଏହା ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଶାସନ ଓ ସଂସ୍କୃତିର ମୁଖ୍ଯକେନ୍ଦ୍ର ଥିଲା। ଏହାର ଧାର୍ମିକ ମହତ୍ତ୍ବ ବି କିଛି କମ୍‌ 
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ନଥିଲା। କାରଣ, ଏହା ଥିଲା ଗଜପତି ରାଜାମାନଙ୍କର ଦୂର୍ଗ। ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ସେବା, ପୂଜା ଓ ଇତିହାସର 
ଅନେକ ସ୍ମାରକୀ ଏହି ଦୁର୍ଗ ସହ ଜଡ଼ିତ ହୋଇରହିଛି | ସଂକ୍ଷେପରେ କହିଲେ, ଏହା ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ, ଓଡ଼ିଶାର 
ହିନ୍ଦୁ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ନିର୍ମିତ ଶେଷ ସାମରିକ ଦୁର୍ଗ 


ଇତିହାସ କହେ, ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଶେଷ, ସ୍ବାଧୀନ ହିନ୍ଦୁ ରାଜା ଥିଲେ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ | ଗୋହିରାଟିକିରି ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ 
ତାଙ୍କର ପତନ ପରେ, ବିଭିନ୍ନ ସମୟରେ ଗଜପତି ରାଜାମାନେ ଆଫଗାନ, ମୋଗଲ ଓ ମରହଟ୍ଟା ଶାସକଙ୍କ 
ଅଧୀନରେ ରହି ଶାସନ ଚଳାଇଥିଲେ। ସେମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ଗଜପତି ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଦେବ ( ୧୫୬୮-୧୬୬୦ 


ଖ୍ରୀ.ଅ.) , ଗଜପତି ଦିବ୍ୟସିଂହ ଦେବ ( ୧୬୮୮-୧୭ ୧୬) ଓ ବୀରକେଶରୀ ଦେବ ( ୧୭୩୬-୧୭ ୯୩) 
ପ୍ରମୁଖ ସ୍ଲରଣୀୟ | 


ଭୋଇବଂଶର ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠାତା ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦେବ ଥିଲେ ଖୁରୁଧୀଗଡ଼ର ନିର୍ମାତା। ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ପୋଥିରୁ 
ଜଣାଯାଏ, ସେ ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ରାଜଧାନୀ କଟକ ଓ ପୁରୁଷୋତ୍ତମକ୍ଷେତ୍ର ପୁରୀର ମଧ୍ଯବର୍ରୀ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ନିଜର ଏକ 
ନୂଆ ରାଜଧାନୀ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରିବାକୁ ଚାହିଁଥିଲେ | ଅନ୍ୟ ଏକ କାରଣ ହେଉଛି, ସେ ଥିଲେ ଜନାର୍ଦ୍ଦନ ବିଦ୍ୟାଧରଙ୍କ 
ପୁତ୍ର। ଜନାର୍ଦନ ଥିଲେ ଗଜପତି ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ ଓ ତାଙ୍କ ପିତାଙ୍କ ସମୟର ଜଣେ ଦକ୍ଷ ସେନାପତି ଓ ମନ୍ତ୍ରୀ । 
ପରିବର୍ଭିତ ଘଟଣୀାକ୍ରମରେ ସେ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ବନ୍ଦି ହେଲେ | ତାହା ବିରୋଧରେ ସ୍ଵର ଉତ୍ତୋଳନ 
କରି ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦେବ ମଧ୍ଯ ବନ୍ଦି ହୋଇଥିଲେ | କିନ୍ତୁ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବଙ୍କ ପତନ ପରେ ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଦେବ କାରାଗାରରୁ 
ମୁକ୍ତ ହୋଇ ଦକ୍ଷିଣର କରଦ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ସମର୍ଥନରେ ରାଜା ହୋଇଥିଲେ ପ୍ରଥମେ ' ତୋଟାମି ଗଡ଼' (ସଂପ୍ରତି 
ଏହା ଆନ୍ଧ୍ରପ୍ରଦେଶ ଅନ୍ତର୍ଗତ ବୋଲି କୁହାଯାଏ)ରେ ନିଜର ରାଜଧାନୀ କରିଥିଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ପରେ ନିଜର ମାତୃଭୂମି 
ଖୋରଧାରେ ସେ ନୂଆ ରାଜଧାନୀ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରିବାକୁ ଚାହିଥିଲେ। 


ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ପୋଥି ଓ ଅନ୍ୟାନ୍ୟ ନଥିପତ୍ରର ତଥ୍ୟ ଅନୁସାରେ, ଏହି ରାଜଧାନୀ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା ନିମନ୍ତେ ସେ 
ଖୋଲାପଲାର ଶୁଦ୍ଧ ସୌରୀ, ବଳିବିକ୍ରମ ସିଂହଙ୍କ ଅଧୀନରେ ଥିବା ଖୁରୁଧା ନାମକ ପଲ୍ଲୀ ଗ୍ରାମକୁ ଆଣି ସେଠାରେ 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଇଷ୍ଟଦେବତା ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ନାମରେ “ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥପୁର କଟକ ' ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରିଥିଲେ | କିନୁ ଇତିହାସର 
ଅନ୍ୟ ତଥ୍ୟରୁ ଜଣାଯାଏ ଯେ ୧ ୫୭ ୧-୭ ୨ ଖ୍ରୀଷ୍ଟାହଦରେ ସେ ଚିଲିକା ଉପକୂଳବର୍ଭୀ କୋକଲଗଡ଼ ଏବଂ 
ଘରୋଡ଼ାଡ଼ିଆଁ ଓ ମଲ୍ପଡ଼ା ଗଡ଼ର ମୁଖ୍ୟଙ୍କ ସହାୟତାରେ ଖୋରଧା ରାଜ୍ୟ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କଲେ। ଘୋଡ଼ାଡ଼ିଆଁକୁ 
କେତେକ ଏତିହାସିକ, ଡେଲାଙ୍ଗ ନିକଟସ୍ଥ ଘୋରଡିଆ ଏବଂ ମଲ୍ଲୀପଡ଼ାକୁ ଖୁରୁଧା ନିକଟସ୍ ମଳିପଡ଼ା ବୋଲି 
ଚିହ୍ନଟ କରନ୍ତି। 

ନିଜର ନୂଆ ରାଜଧାନୀ ବା ରାଜ୍ୟ ଗଠନ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଖୁରୁଧା ଅଞ୍ଚଳକୁ ବାଛିବା ପଛରେ ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଦେବଙ୍କର 
ନିର୍ଦିଷ୍ଟ ଉଦ୍ଦେଶ୍ୟ ଥିଲା। ତାହା ହେଉଛି, ନିକଟବର୍ରୀ ବରୁଣେଇ ପାହାଡ଼ ଓ ଘନଅରଣ୍ୟ ପରିବେଷ୍ଟିତ ସ୍ଥାନ 
ତାଙ୍କୁ ଅଧିକ ନିରାପଦ ମନେହୋଇଥିଲା। ଅନ୍ୟ କାରଣ ଥିଲା, ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ରାଜଧାନୀ କଟକର ବାରବାଟୀ 
ଦୁର୍ଗ ସେତେବେଳକୁ ମୁସଲମାନ ଶାସକଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଅଧିକୃତ ଥିଲା। ତେଣୁ ସେମାନଙ୍କ ବିରୋଧରେ ସଂଗ୍ରାମ 
କରି, ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ ସେଠାରୁ ବିତାଡ଼ିତ କରିବା ଅପେକ୍ଷା, ଖୁରୁଧାଠାରେ ନୂଆ ରାଜ୍ୟ ଓ ରାଜଧାନୀ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା 
ଅଧିକ ବୁବ୍ଧିମାନର କାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ହେବ ବୋଲି ସେ ମନେ କରିଥିଲେ। 
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୧୫୯୫ ଓ ୧୫୯୮ ଖ୍ରୀଷ୍ଟାବଦର ଶ୍ରୀଜଙ୍ଗ ଶିଳାଲିପିରୁ ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଦେବଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ନିର୍ମିତ ଏହି 
ଖୋରଧାଗଡ଼ର ପ୍ରାଚୀନତାର ପ୍ରମାଣ ମିଳେ। ସେଥିରୁ ଏବଂ ଅନ୍ୟ ଏତିହାସିକ ବିବରଣୀରୁ ଜଣାଯାଏ ଯେ 
୧ ୫ ୯ ୧-୯ ୨ ଓ ୧୫୯ ୩ର ମୋଗଲ ଆକ୍ରମଣ ସମୟରେ ଏହି ଦୁର୍ଗ ସୁଦୃଢ଼ ଥିଲା। ଓଡ଼ିଶା କମିଶନର 
ଷ୍ଟର୍ଲିଙ୍ଗଙ୍କ ୧୮୨୨ ମସିହାର ବିବରଣୀରେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଏହି ଖୋରଧା ରାଜ୍ୟ ସଂପର୍କରେ ଉଲ୍ଲେଖ ଅଛି। 


ଷ୍ଟର୍ଲିଙ୍ଗଙ୍କ ବିବରଣୀରୁ ସୂଚିତ ଯେ ତତ୍‌କାଳୀନ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଏକଷଷ୍ଠାଂଶକୁ ନେଇ ଏହି ରାଜ୍ୟ ଗଠିତ 
ହୋଇଥିଲା। ଆଧୁନିକ ପୁରୀ ଓ ଗଞ୍ଜାମ ଜିଲ୍ଲାର ବହୁ ଅଂଶ, କଟକ ଜିଲ୍ଲାର ବାଙ୍କି ଓ ଆଠଗଡ଼ ସବ୍ଡିଭିଜନ୍‌ 
ଏବଂ ଢେଙ୍କାନାଳ ଜିଲ୍ଲାର ବହୁ ଅଞ୍ଚଳ ଏହାର ଅନ୍ତର୍ଭୁକ୍ତ ଥିଲା। ଆୟତନ ଥିଲା ପ୍ରାୟ ୧୧ ହଜାର ବର୍ଗମାଇଲ | 
ଏହାର ମୁଖ୍ୟ ୩୧ଟି ଜମିଦାରୀ ଅଧୀନରେ ୭ ୧ଟି ବଡ଼ ଗଡ଼ ସମେତ ମୋଟ ୧ ୨୯ଟି ଗଡ଼ ଥିଲା| 
ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼ ଥିଲା ସେହିସବୁ ଗଡ଼ର ଯୋଗସୂତ୍ର କେନ୍ଦ୍ରା ମୋଗଲ ବାଦଶାହା ରାଜ୍ୟ ଓ ଗଡ଼ର ସୁରକ୍ଷାପାଇଁ 
ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦେବଙ୍କୁ ୩୫୦୦ ସୈନ୍ୟ ରଖିବାପାଇଁ କ୍ଷମତା ପ୍ରଦାନ କରିଥିଲେ । 


ଏହି ପ୍ରମୁଖ ଗଡ଼ ବାବଦରେ ଏକ ବିବରଣୀ ଦେଇ ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ଗବେଷକ ଦୁର୍ଗାଚରଣ ପଣ୍ଡା ଲେଖିଛନ୍ତି, 
“ ଭାରତୀୟ ରାଜତନ୍ତ୍ର ଅନ୍ତିମ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟ ତଥା ଏକ ଘଡ଼ିସନ୍ଧି ମୁହୂର୍ଭରେ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠିତ ଖୁରୁଧା ରାଜ୍ୟ କେତେକ 
ଛୋଟ ସଂଘର୍ଷ ବ୍ୟତୀତ ପ୍ରାୟ ୨ ୫ବାର ଭୀଷଣ ଯୁଦ୍ଧର ସମ୍ମୁଖୀନ ହୋଇଥିବାବେଳେ ଏହା ମଧ୍ଯରେ ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼ 
ପ୍ରାୟ ୧ ୫ବାର ପ୍ରତ୍ୟକ୍ଷ ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ କ୍ଷତିଗ୍ରସ୍ତ ହୋଇଛି ” 


ଏ ସଂପର୍କିତ ଅନ୍ତିମ ବିବରଣୀରୁ ଜଣାଯାଏ, ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟଙ୍କ ସହଯୋଗରେ ମରହଙ୍ଟାଙ୍କ 
ବିରୋଧରେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ଜିଣିବା ପରେ, ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ସହଯୋଗର ସର୍ଭପାଳନ କରି ନଥିଲେ ଏବଂ ସେ ନେଇ 
ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ ଓ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କର ତାଙ୍କ ସହ ମନାନ୍ତର ହୋଇଥିଲା ଫଳରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କ 
ଦମନ କରିବାପାଇଁ କର୍ଣ୍ତେଲ ହାର୍‌କୋଟ୍‌ ୧୮୦୪ ଡିସେମ୍ବର ୫ରେ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବଙ୍କ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ ଘୋଷଣା 
କଲେ ଏବଂ ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ ଖୁରୁଧୀଗଡ଼ ଓ ଖୁରୁଧା ରାଜ୍ୟ ଛାଡ଼ିବାପାଇଁ ଆଦେଶ ଦେଇଥିଲେ । ରାଜା ଓ ରାଜଗୁରୁ 
ତାହା ଅମାନ୍ୟ କଲେ। ଫଳରେ ହାରକୋର୍ଟ ଗଞ୍ଜୀମ ଓ କଟକରୁ ସଶସ୍ତ ସୈନ୍ୟ ଅଣାଇ ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼ ଆକ୍ରମଣ 
କଲେ | ଘୋର ଅଭାବ ଓ ଅନଟନରେ ଥିବା ପାଇକମାନେ ଦେଶୀ ଅସ୍ତ୍ରଶସ୍ତ୍ର ଦ୍ଵାରା ସେମାନଙ୍କର ମୁକାବିଲା 
କରିପାରିଲେ ନାହିଁ। ତୋପମାଡ଼ ଓ ଗୋଳାବର୍ଷଣରେ ଦୁର୍ଗ କ୍ଷତିଗ୍ରସ୍ତ ହେଲା। ଗଡ଼ର ଏକାଂଶରେ ନିଆଁ 
ଲାଗିଗଲା। ଫଳରେ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ, ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁ ଓ ଅନ୍ଯ ସହଯୋଗୀମାନେ ଖସି ପଳାଉଥିବାବେଳେ 
ଧରାପଡ଼ି ବନ୍ଦି ହେଲେ। ପରେ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କୁ ଫାଶୀ ଦିଆଗଲା ଏବଂ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବଙ୍କ ପୁରୀ ପଠାଇ 
ଦିଆଗଲା। ଫଳରେ କିଛିକାଳ ପରେ ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼ ପରିତ୍ୟକ୍ତ ହୋଇଗଲା। ସମୟକ୍ରମେ ସେହି ପରିତ୍ୟକ୍ତ 


ଗଡ଼ରୁ ଲୋକେ ଗୃହ ଉପକରଣ ଓ ପଥର ଆଦି ଭାଙ୍ଗିନେଲେ ¦ ଗଡ଼ଟି ନଷ୍ଟଭ୍ରଷ୍ଟ ହୋଇ ଏକ ମାଟିକୂଦ ଓ 
ଜଙ୍ଗଲରେ ପରିଣତ ହୋଇଗଲା 


ତେବେ ଏକ ଆଶ୍ଵାସନାର ବିଷୟ ଯେ ଶତାଧିକ ବର୍ଷ ଅତ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଅବହେଳିତ ଅବସ୍ଥାରେ ରହିବାପରେ, 
ରାଜ୍ୟ ପ୍ରତ୍ଛତନ୍ତ୍ର ବିଭାଗ ଏହି ଗଡ଼କୁ ଏକ ସଂରକ୍ଷିତ କୀର୍ରି ଭାବରେ ଘୋଷଣା କରିଛନ୍ତି । ଆଂଶିକ ଖନନ ଓ 
ପରିଷ୍କରଣରୁ ଏହି ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ଗଡ଼ର କେତେକ ମୁଳ ଅଂଶ ପରିସ୍ତୁଟ ହୋଇଛି। ତାହାର ଆଧାରରେ ଗବେଷକ 
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ଦୁଗାଚରଣ ପଣ୍ଡା ଗଡ଼ର ଏକ ନକ୍କା ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରିଛନ୍ତି । ସେହି ନକ୍ଟା ଓ ତତ୍‌ ସମ୍ବଳିତ ବିବରଣୀ “ ପୌରୁଷ” 
ପତ୍ରକାର ୪ ୨ ବଷ, ସପ୍ତମ ଓ ଅଷ୍ଟମ ସଂଖ୍ୟା ( ଜାନୁଆରୀ ଓ ଫେବୃଆରୀ, ୨ ୦ ୦୯)ରେ ପ୍ରକାଶ ପାଇଛି। 


ଦୁର୍ଗାଚରଣ ପଣ୍ଡାଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ ସେହି ନକ୍ଟା ଓ ବିବରଣୀରୁ ନିମ୍ପଲିଖତ ତଥ୍ୟ ଜଣାଯାଏ- 


“ ଗଡ଼ଟି ବର୍ଚାକାର, ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକ ପାଖ ପ୍ରାଚୀର ପ୍ରାୟ ୧୪୦ ମିଟର ଲମ୍ବ। ପୂର୍ବ ପଟ ବା ସମ୍ମୁଖ 
ପାଖର ପ୍ରାଚୀର ମୁଖ୍ୟତଃ କନ୍ଦାପଥର ଓ ମାଙ୍କଡ଼ାପଥରରେ ନିର୍ମିତ ହୋଇଯାଇଥବାବେଳେ ଅନ୍ୟ ତିନିପାଖର 
ପ୍ରାଚୀର ମାଟି ଓ ମାଙ୍କଡ଼ାପଥର ଅଟେ | ପ୍ରଚୀରଟିର ମୌଳିକ ଆକାର ନଷ୍ଟ ହୋଇପଡ଼ିଥବାବେଳେ ପୂର୍ବେ 
ଏହାର ଚଉଡ଼ା ପ୍ରାୟ ୫୦୦ ମିଟର ଥିବା ସମ୍ଭବ ଗଡ଼ଗୁଡ଼ିକରେ ସାଧାରଣତଃ ଚାରିପାଖରେ ଚାରିଗୋଟି 
ଦ୍ଵାର ରହୁଥିବା ସ୍ଥଳେ ଖୁରୁଧା ଗଡ଼ର ପୂର୍ବ ପାଖରେ ମୁଖ୍ୟଦ୍ଵାର ବ୍ୟତୀତ ଉତ୍ତର ପାର୍ଶ୍ତ ପ୍ରାଚୀରରେ ଏକ 
ସଂକୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ ପଥ ଦେଖାଯାଉଛି | ତେବେ, ଅନ୍ୟ ପଥଗୁଡ଼ିକ ସଂପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ପୋତି ହୋଇପଡ଼ିଥିବା ସମ୍ଭବ | ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକ 
ଗଡ଼ ସହିତ ସୁରକ୍ଷା ନିମନ୍ତେ ଗଡ଼ଖାଇ ଏକ ଅନିବାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ଅଙ୍ଗ | ଏଠାରେ ଗଡ଼ଖାଇଟି ସମ୍ପୂର୍ଣ ପୋତି ହୋଇପଡ଼ିଛି 
ପୂର୍ବପାଖ ପ୍ରାଚୀରର ମଧ୍ଯଭାଗରେ ଥବା ମୁଖ୍ୟ ପ୍ରବେଶ ଦ୍ବାରର ଭିତରେ ମାଙ୍କଡ଼ାପଥର ଦିଆଯାଇଥ୍‌ବାବେଳେ 
ବାହାରପାଖ ମସ୍ପଣ କନ୍ଦାପଥରରେ ତିଆରି | ପ୍ରବେଶ ଦ୍ଵାରଟିର ଉନ୍ମକ୍ତ ପଥର ଲମ୍ବ ୮.୩୦ ଓ ପ୍ରସ୍ଥ ୩. ୧୦ 
ମିଟର ଅଟେ । ଏଥୁରେ ଦୁଇଫାଳିଆ ଦୁଇଟି କବାଟ ଥିବାର ସୂଚନା ମିଳେ | ଖୋଲିବାବେଳେ କବାଟଗୁଡ଼ିକ 
ଦୁଇ ପାର୍ଣଶ୍ଣରେ ଆଉଜି ରହିବା ନିମନ୍ତେ ପ୍ରବେଶ ଦ୍ବାରର ମଧ୍ଯ ଭାଗକୁ ଅଧ୍ଵକ ଚଉଡ଼ା କରାଯାଇଛି | ମୁଖ୍ୟ 
ଦ୍ବାରର ଦୁଇପାର୍ଶ୍ଵର କିଞ୍ଚିତ୍‌ ଦୂରରେ ପ୍ରାଚୀର ସହିତ ସଂଯୁକ୍ତ ଦୁଇଟି ଆୟତାକାର ଖମ୍ବ ସଦୃଶ ନିର୍ମାଣର 
ଭଗ୍ନାବଶେଷ ଦେଖୁବାକୁ ମିଳେ। ବୋଧହୁଏ ଏହା ଉପରେ ପ୍ରହରୀମାନେ ରହି ଗଡ଼ରେ ପ୍ରବେଶ କରୁଥିବା 
ବ୍ୟକ୍ତି ତଥା ଶତ୍ତୁମାନଙ୍କ ଉପରେ ଦୃଷ୍ଟି ରଖୁଥୁଲେ। 

ପ୍ରତୃତାର୍ତଵିକ ଖନନ ଦ୍ଵାରା ମୁଖ୍ୟତଃ ଗଡ଼ର ଦକ୍ଷିଣ-ପୂର୍ବ ଭାଗ ପରିଷ୍କାର ହୋଇଥିଲା। କିନ୍ତୁ ଅନ୍ଯ 
ପାର୍ଶ୍ଵଗୁଡ଼ିକ ଅସମ୍ପର୍ଣ ରହିଗଲା ଦୃଶ୍ୟମାନ ଏହି ନିର୍ମାଣଗୁଡ଼ିକର ପ୍ରତ୍ଵାବଶେଷକୁ ମୂଳତଃ ଦଶ ଭାଗରେ 
ବିଭକ୍ତ କରାଯାଇପାରେ । 


( ୧) ପ୍ରବେଶ ଦ୍ଵାର ସମ୍ମୁଖ ଭାଗଟି ପ୍ରାଶାସନିକ ବିଭାଗ। ଏହା ମଧ୍ଯକୁ ପ୍ରବେଶ କରିବା ନିମନ୍ତେ 
ସଳଖ ରାସ୍ତା ନଥିବାବେଳେ ସମ୍ମୁଖରେ ଏକ ପ୍ରହରୀ ଗୃହ ଥୁଲା ସମୁଖର ଉଚ୍ଚପ୍ରାଚୀର ସଦୃଶ ନିର୍ମାଣର 
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ଭିତର ପାଖରେ ଏକ ବିଶାଳ ସଭାଗ୍ଧହ, କଚେରୀ, ଖଜଣା ଗୃହ ତଥା ରାଜକୀୟ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଅନେକ 
କୋଠରି ଥଲା ( ୨) ନିର୍ମାଣର ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ଭାଗଟି ରାଜକର୍ମଚାରୀଙ୍କ ବିଶ୍ରାମ ତଥା ଅତିଥୁମାନଙ୍କ ନିମନ୍ତେ 
ଉଦ୍ଦିଷ୍ଟ ଥଲା। ଏହା ମଧ୍ଯରେ ବାରଣ୍ଡାଯୁକ୍ତ ଅନେକ କୋଠରି ସହିତ ଏକ ଭଣ୍ଡାରଘର ଓ ରୋଷଘରର ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା 
ଥିଲା। (୩) ତୃତୀୟ ଭାଗର କମାଣଗୁଡ଼ିକ ଚାରିପାର୍ଶ୍ର ପ୍ରାଚୀର ଦ୍ଵାରା ସୁରକ୍ଷିତ ଥଲା। ଏହାର ଗୋଟିଏ 
କୋଠରିର ମଧ୍ୟଭାଗରେ ଏକ ସୁନ୍ଦର ଗାଧୁଆ କୁଣ୍ଡ ବା ମାଜଣା କୁଣ୍ଡ ନିର୍ମିତ ହୋଇଥଲା | ଏଥୁରେ ପାଣି 
ପ୍ରବେଶ କରିବା ଓ ନିଷ୍କାସନ ହେବା ପାଇଁ ନଳାର ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ଥଲା। କୋଠରିର ଚଟାଣ ଓ କାନ୍ଗୁଡ଼ିକ ଚୂନ 
ପଲସ୍ତରା ଦ୍ଵାରା ମସ୍ପଣ କରାଯାଇଥୂଲା | ଏହା ରାଣୀ ଅନ୍ତଃପୁର ହୋଇଥୁବା ବେଳେ ଏହା ସହିତ ଥୁବା ଅନ୍ୟ 
କୋଠରିଗୁଡ଼ିକ ରାଜା ତଥା ରାଜପରିବାରର ଅନ୍ୟ ସଦସ୍ୟଙ୍କ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଉଦ୍ଦିଷ୍ଟ ଥବା ସମ୍ଭବ। ଏହା ବ୍ୟତୀତ 
ପରିସର ମଧ୍ଯରେ ଏକ ସ୍ଵତନ୍ତ୍ର ରୋଷଘରର ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ଥବା ଦେଖାଯାଇଛି | (୪) ଅନ୍ତଃପୁରର ପଶ୍ଚିମକୁ ଥବା 
ଚତୁର୍ଥ ଭାଗରେ ଏକ ବଡ଼ କୋଠରି ମଧ୍ଯରେ ନାଳ ଯୁକ୍ତ ଏକ ବର୍ଗାକାର କୁଣ୍ଡ ଓ ବାହାର ବେଢ଼ାରେ ଅନ୍ୟ 
କେତେକ କୋଠରିର ସୂଚନା ମିଳେ। ଏହା ରାଜାଙ୍କ ଆମୋଦ ପ୍ରମୋଦ ଗୃହ ହୋଇଥିବା ସମ୍ଭବ। (୫) 
ପଞ୍ଚମ ସ୍ଥାନଟିକୁ ଲୋକେ ରାଣୀ ପୋଖରୀ କହୁଥିବାବେଳେ ଏହା ଏକ ଗଭୀର ପଥର ଗାଡ଼ିଆ | ଆୟତାକାର 
ଗଡ଼ିଆଟିର ଚତୁର୍ଦଧିଗର ଧାର ଅସମାନ ଓ ତୀଖ | ଏଣୁ ଭିତରକୁ ପ୍ରବେଶ କରିବା ନିମନ୍ତେ ପଶ୍ଚିମ ପାଖ 
ପଥୁରିଆ ଭୂମିକୁ କାଟି ଏକ ସଂକୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ ପାହାଡ଼ୀ ରାସ୍ତା କରାଯାଇଥିଲା | ପୂର୍ବେ ଗାଡ଼ିଆର ଚାରିପାଖରେ 
ମାଙ୍କଡ଼ାପଥର ବନ୍ଧ ଦିଆଯାଇଥୁବାର ସୂଚନା ମିଳେ । ଗାଡ଼ିଆଟି ପୂର୍ବ ବର୍ଣିତ ଚାରି ବିଭାଗର ନିକଟବର୍ରୀ 
ହୋଇଥୁୂବାବେଳେ ଏହାର ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ଓ ପଶ୍ଚିମ ଭାଗରେ ଦୁଇଟି ଉଦ୍ୟାନ ସହିତ ଏକ ମଣ୍ଡପ ଓ ଫୁଆରା ମଧ୍ଯ 
ରହିଥୁଲା।| ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକ ଗଡ଼ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ରାଜ ପରିବାରର ଇଷ୍ଟଦେବୀଙ୍କ ବ୍ୟତୀତ ଅନ୍ୟ ଦେବଦେବୀଙ୍କ ଆସ୍ଥାନ 
ମଧ୍ଯ ଥାଏ ଗଡ଼ର ଉତ୍ତର-ପୂର୍ବ ( ଏଶାନ୍ୟ) କୋଣରେ | (୬) ଗଡ଼ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ପଶ୍ଚିମ ପାର୍ଶ୍ବର ବିସ୍ତୀର୍ଵ ପଡ଼ିଆଟି 
(୭) ବୋଧହୁଏ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ସମରାଭ୍ୟାସ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଉଦ୍ଦିଷ୍ଟ ଥଲା। ଏହି ପଡ଼ିଆ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ଏକ ଦୂଇ 
ବଖରିଆ ଘର ସହିତ ଏକ ବେଦୀର ସନ୍ଧାନ ମିଳିଛି। ପଡ଼ିଆର ଉତ୍ତର ପାର୍ଶ୍ଵର ଅଖୋଦିତ ମାଟି କୁଦଗୁଡ଼ିକ 
(୮) ଅସ୍ତାଗାର ଓ ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ପାର୍ଶ୍ଵର କୁଦଗୁଡ଼ିକ ( ୯) ହସ୍ତୀ ଓ ଅଶ୍ଵଶାଳା ହୋଇଥବା ଅନୁମାନ କରାଯାଏ 
ରାଣୀ ଅନ୍ତଃପୁର ଓ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ପ୍ରମୋଦ ଗୃହର ପଶ୍ଚାତ୍‌ ଭାଗରୁ କେତେକ ଭଗ୍ନ ପଥର କୁଣ୍ଡର ସନ୍ଧାନ ମିଳିଥିଲା 
ବୋଧହୁଏ ଏଠାରେ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ( ୧୦) ଗୋ-ଶାଳା ଥିଲା। ତେବେ ଖନନ ଅସମ୍ପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଥବାରୁ ଗଡ଼ର ନିର୍ମାଣ 
କୌଶଳ ଉପରେ ସଂପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଅଧ୍ୟୟନ ଓ ଅନୁଶୀଳନ ସମ୍ଭବ ହୋଇପାରି ନାହିଁ। 


ପତ୍ସତାତ୍ତିକ ଖନନରୁ ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରକାର ବସ୍ତୁ ଓ ତାର ଭଗ୍ନାବଶେଷ ମଧ୍ଯ ଗୁରୁତ୍ବପୂର୍ଣ ଅଟେ। ଏହା 
ସ୍ଥାନର ତତ୍‌କାଳୀନ ସାମାଜିକ ସ୍ମିତି ଓ ସମୟ ନିର୍ଣ୍ଣୟ କରିବାରେ ସହାୟକ ହୋଇଥାଏ। ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼ ଚଳଚଞ୍ଚଳ 
ଥିବାବେଳେ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ସମେତ ଭାରତର ସର୍ବତ୍ର ରାଜା ମହାରାଜା ତଥା ଉଚ୍ଚ ଶ୍ରେଣୀର ଲୋକେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରକାର 
ଧାତବ ପାତ୍ର ଓ ବସ୍ତୁ ବହୁଳ ଭାବରେ ବ୍ୟବହାର କରୁଥିଲେ । ତେବେ, ଯେଉଁ ସମୟ ଓ ପରିସ୍ଥିତିରେ ଖୁରୁଧା 
ଗଡ଼ର ପତନ ଘଟିଲା, ସେହି ସ୍ଥାନରୁ ପରବର୍ଭୀ ସମୟରେ କୌଣସି ମୂଲ୍ୟବାନ ଧାତବ ପଦାର୍ଥ ମିଳିବା ସମ୍ଭବ 
ନୁହେଁ କିନ୍ତୁ ଖନନରୁ ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ବହୁ ମାଟିପାତ୍ର ଓ ପାତ୍ରାଂଶ ତଥା ଲୌହ ପଦାର୍ଥ ଗଡ଼ ସଂପର୍କରେ ଅନେକ କିଛି 
ସୂଚନା ଦିଏ | ଏହା ମଧ୍ୟରେ ଅନେକ ଭଗ୍ନ ଅବଢ଼ା କୁଡ଼ୁଆ ଅନ୍ତର୍ଭୁକ୍ତ ଯାହାକି- ପୁରୀର ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ମନ୍ଦିର 
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ସହିତ ଗଡ଼ର ନିବିଡ଼ ସଂପର୍କ ପ୍ରତିପାଦନ କରେ। ଅନ୍ୟ ମୃଣ୍ୟ ପାତ୍ରଗୁଡ଼ିକ ସାଧାରଣତଃ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଆକାର 
ପ୍ରକାରର କଳସୀ, ସରା, ପଲମ, ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରକାରର ଛୋଟ ବଡ଼ ହାଶ୍ରିର ଅଂଶବିଶେଷ | ଏଥୁ ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ଅନେକ 
ଦୁଗ୍ଧ ଓ ଦୁଗ୍ଧଜାତ ପଦାର୍ଥ ଯଥା : ଦହି, ଘିଅ ଇତ୍ୟାଦିର ବ୍ୟବହାର ନିମନ୍ତେ ଉଦ୍ଦିଷ୍ଠ ଥିବା ଜଣାଯାଏ। 
ପଲମ ଓ ଅନେକ ଚଡଡ଼ାମୁହଁ ହାଡି ମିଷ୍ଟାନ୍ସ ରନ୍ଧନ ପାଇଁ ବ୍ୟବହୃତ ହେଉଥୁଲା। ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ବଡ଼ ବଡ଼ ହାଷ୍ଡି ଓ ଘୁମ 
ଗୁଡ଼ିକର ଅଂଶରୁ ଏଥିରେ ଜଳ ଓ ଶସ୍ୟ ପଦାର୍ଥ ସଂରକ୍ଷଣ ହେଉଥିବାର ସୂଚନା ମିଳେ! ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ କେତେକ ଗୁଡ଼ 
ହାଶ୍ତିର ଆକାର ପ୍ରକାର ଅନ୍ୟ ପତ୍ରଠାରୁ ଭିନ୍ନ । ଗଡ଼ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ମାଟି ଦୀପ ଓ ଚିଲମର ବ୍ୟବହାର ମଧ୍ଯ ଥିଲା! 
ଏହା ବ୍ଯତୀତ ଏଠାରୁ କେତେକ ସୁକ୍ଷ୍ମ ଓ ମସ୍ପଣ ଧୂସର ଓ ଇଷତ୍‌ ଧଳା ରଙ୍ଗର ମାଟିପାତ୍ର ଓ ପାତ୍ରାଂଶ ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ 
ହୋଇଛି ଏଗୁଡ଼ିକ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ପାରମ୍ପରିକ ମାଟିପାତ୍ରଠାରୁ ଭିନ୍ନ ଆକାର ପ୍ରକାରର ହୋଇଥୁବାରୁ, ଏହା ଅନ୍ୟ 
ରାଜ୍ୟରୁ ଆନୀତ ହୋଇଥୁବା କୌଣସି ପଦାର୍ଥ ସହିତ ଆସିଥବା ସମ୍ଭବ। ଲୌହ ସାମଗ୍ରୀ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ 
ଆକାର ପ୍ରକାରର କଣ୍ଟା, ବଳୟ, ଶିକୁଳି ଓ ଅସ୍ତ୍ରଶସ୍ତ୍ର ଭଗ୍ଧ ଓ କଳଙ୍କିଲଗା ଅଂଶ ଅନ୍ତର୍ଭୁକ୍ତ । ଏହା ବ୍ୟତୀତ 
ଅଛ କେତେକ ତମ୍ବା ପାତିଆ, ବଳୟ ଓ ମୁଦି ସଦୃଶ ପଦାର୍ଥ ମଧ୍ଧ ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ହୋଇଛି | ଏହି ପ୍ରତ୍ାବଶେଷଗୁଡ଼ିକ 
ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ହେଲେହେଁ, ରାଜ୍ୟ ପ୍ରତ୍ଵତନ୍ତ୍ର ବିଭାଗରେ ଏଗୁଡ଼ିକ କେଉଁ ପରିସ୍ପିତିରେ ରହିଛି କହିବା କଷ୍ଟକର। 


ଶ୍ରୀ ପଣ୍ଡାଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ ଏହି ଦୀର୍ଘ ବିବରଣୀ ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ଓ ଜୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ “ଖୁରୁଧା ଗଡ଼' ସଂପର୍କରେ ଏକ 
ଆପାତଃ ପୂର୍ଣାଙ୍ଗ ପରିଚୟ ଦିଏ | ତେବେ ଏହି ଦୁର୍ଗ ଯେ କେବଳ ୧୮୧୭ର ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଏକ ମୁକ 
ପ୍ରତ୍ଛାବଶେଷ ତାହା ନୁହେଁ। ଏହି ଦୁର୍ଗ ସହ ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ଏତିହ୍ୟ ଓ ଇତିହାସର ବହୁ ଗୁରୁତ୍ବପୂର୍ଣ ଅଧ୍ୟାୟ 
ଜଡ଼ିତ | “ ମାଦଳାପାଞ୍ଜି”, ‘ଚକଡ଼ା ପୋଥିଂ ଏବଂ ଅନ୍ୟାନ୍ୟ ଏତିହାସିକ ଉପାଦାନରୁ ସୂଚିତ ଯେ ଗଜପତି 
ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦେବ କୂଜଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼ରୁ ବ୍ରହ୍ମ ଅଣାଇବା ପରେ ଏହି ଗଡ଼ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ନୂତନ ବିଗ୍ରହ (ଚତୁର୍ଵା ମୂରି) ନିର୍ମାଣ 
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କରାଇ, ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ ବିଧିମତେ ପୂରୀ ଶ୍ରୀମନ୍ଦିରରେ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରାଇଥିଲେ। ସେହି ପୁଣ୍ଯଦିନଟି ଥିଲା ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ର 
ଦେବଙ୍କ ଦଶମ ଅଙ୍କର ଶ୍ରାବଣ ଶୁକ୍ଲ ସପ୍ତମୀ ତିଥି, ଇଂରାଜୀ ୧ ୫ ୭ ୫ ମସିହା ଜୁଲାଇ ୧ ୭ ତାରିଖ | ଏହାବ୍ୟତୀତ 
ଗଜପତି ପୁରୁଷୋତ୍ତମ ଦେବ, ଗଜପତି ନରସିଂହ ଦେବ, ଗଜପତି ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ, ଗଜପତି ଦିବ୍ୟସିଂହ ଦେବ ଓ 
ଗଜପତି ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦେବ ପ୍ରମୁଖଙ୍କ ରାଜତ୍ଵ କାଳରେ ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ଉପରେ ବାରମ୍ବାର ହୋଇଥିବା 
ଆକ୍ରମଣ ସମୟରେ ଏହି ଦୁର୍ଗ ବହୁ ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵପୂର୍ଣ ଘଟଣାଳବୀର ପ୍ରମୁଖ ଯୋଗସୂତ୍ର ପାଲଟି ଥିଲା। ପରବର୍ରୀ 
ଗଜପତି ବୀରକେଶରୀ ଦେବ ଓ ଗଜପତି ଦିବ୍ୟସିଂହ ଦେବଙ୍କ ରାଜତ୍ଵକାଳ ମଧ୍ଯ ଏ ଦୃଷ୍ଟିରୁ ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵପୂର୍ଣ ଥିଲା 
ପରିଶେଷରେ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବ ୧୭୯୮ରେ ଖୁରୁଧାଗଡ଼ ପାଇବାର ଅଧିକାର ଲାଭ କରିଥିଲେ ହେଁ ଇଂରେଜ 
ଶାସକଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତାରଣା ଫଳରେ, ପରବର୍ରୀ କାଳରେ ତାଙ୍କୁ ଏହି ଗଡ଼ ଛାଡ଼ିବାକୁ ପଡ଼ିଥିଲା 


ଏଣୁ କେବଳ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଏତିହାସିକ ସ୍ମାରକୀ ଭାବରେ ନୁହେଁ, ଶ୍ରୀଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ଏତିହ୍ୟ ଓ 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ସାଂସ୍କୃତିକ ଇତିହାସର ସ୍କାରକୀ ଭାବରେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଏହି ଗଡ଼ର ପ୍ରତ୍ଵାବଶେଷର ସଂରକ୍ଷଣ ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵପୂର୍ଣ। 
ପୁଣି ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ରାଜତନ୍ତ୍ରର ଅନ୍ତିମ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟରେ ନିର୍ମିତ ଗଡ଼ଗୁଡ଼ିକର ସ୍ଥାପତ୍ୟଶୈଳୀର ନିଦର୍ଶନ ଭାବରେ 
ମଧ୍ଯ ଏହାର ବିଶେଷ ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵ ରହିଛି । ଏହି ଗଡ଼ର ଖନନରୁ ଉପଲବ୍ଧ ପ୍ରତୃତାର୍ତିକ ସାମଗ୍ରୀର ଅଧ୍ୟୟନ ଏବଂ 
ଏହି ପ୍ରତ୍ଛାବଶେଷ ଓ ପ୍ରତୃସ୍ଥାପତ୍ୟର ରକ୍ଷଣାବେକ୍ଷଣ ମଧ୍ଯ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଦ୍ଵିଶତ ବାର୍ଷିକୀ ପାଳନ ଅବସରରେ 
ଅତ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵପୂର୍ଣ ମନେହୁଏ । 


O 
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ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ : 
ଭାରତର ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ବାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ 


ପ୍ରଫେସର୍‌ ବୈଷ୍ଣବ ଚରଣ ସାମଲ 


୧୮୧୭ ମସିହା ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଇତିହାସରେ ଏକ ସ୍କରଣୀୟ ବର୍ଷ । ହୃତ ଗୌରବ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତିର 
ଆତ୍ସଜାଗରଣ ଓ ଅସ୍ମିତାବୋଧର ପ୍ରଥମ ଦର୍ପିତ ଉଚ୍ଚାରଣ | ଏହା କେତେଜଣ ପାଇକ ଦଳପତି ବା ବକସିଙ୍କର 
ସ୍ବାର୍ଥରେ ବାଧା ଆସିବାରୁ ସେମାନେ ବଣିକ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ବିରୋଧରେ ଯେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କରିଥଲେ - 
ଏପରି ଯେଉଁମାନେ କହନ୍ତି ବା ଉନବିଂଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର କିଛି ବିଦେଶୀ ଏତିହାସିକ ଯେଉଁ ଟିପ୍ପଣୀ ଦେଇଥିଲେ 
ତାହାରି ଆଧାରରେ ଏବେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଏତିହାସିକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ମାନ୍ୟତା ଦେଇଛନ୍ତି । 
ସୂକ୍ଷ୍ମ ଭାବରେ ଓ ତଳେଇ କରି ବିଚାର କଲେ ଉଭୟ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ସ୍ଵର ସମାନ | ଯେପରି ସେତେବେଳେ 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଇଂରେଜ ବଣିକ ସରକାରର ମାତ୍ର ଚଉଦ / ପନ୍ଦର ବର୍ଷର ଶାସନ ଭିତରେ ପରଂପରା କ୍ରମେ 
ପାଇକମାନେ ନିଷ୍କର ଭୂମି ଦଖଲ କରୁଥିଲେ, ପାଇକ ଦଳପତି ବା ଗଡ଼ପତିମାନେ ଯେଉଁ ସୁବିଧା ପାଉଥିଲେ, 
ବକସିଙ୍କର ଯେଉଁ ଜମିଦାରୀ ଥଲା, କୃଷକମାନେ ଯେପରି କୃଷି-ଜମିକୁ ଭୋଗ କରୁଥିଲେ, ସେଥୁରେ ବଣିକ 
ସରକାର ବାଧା ସୂଷ୍ଟି କଲା ନୂତନ ନୂତନ ଆଇନ୍‌ ତିଆରି କରି | ପାଇଜମାନଙ୍କୁ ନିଷ୍ପିୟ କରିଦେବା ପାଇଁ 
ସେନା, ପୋଲିସ ଓ ଆଇନକୁ ପ୍ରୟୋଗ କରାଗଲା | ଖୋର୍ଵା ରାଜାଙ୍କର କ୍ଷମତାକୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ସଂକୁଚିତ କରି 
ଦିଆଗଲା | ଏପରି ଅବସ୍ଥାରେ ପାଇକ ଦଳପତି, ପାଇକ, କୃଷକ ସମସ୍ତେ ମିଳିତ ହୋଇ ବଣିକ ସରକାର 
ବିରୋଧରେ ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ଆରମ୍ଭ କଲେ | ଉଦ୍ଦେଶ୍ୟ ହେଲା ବଣିକ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ମାଟିରୁ ହଟାଇ 
ସ୍ଵାଧୀନ କରିବା । ଠିକ୍‌ ଏହିପରି ଅବସ୍ଥା ହେଲା ୧୮୫୭ ମସିହାରେ । ଝାନ୍‌ସିର ରାଣୀ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ମୀବାର, 
ନାନାସାହେବ, ତାନିଆଟେପି ପ୍ରମୁଖ ନିଜ ନିଜର ଅଧ୍ବକାର ସାବ୍ୟସ୍ତ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାର ବିରୋଧରେ 
ସଂଗ୍ରାମ କଲେ । ସେମାନଙ୍କ ସହିତ ଇଂରେଜ ସେନାରେ ଥବା ସିପାହୀମାନେ ଯୋଗ ଦେଲେ । ତାକୁ 
କୁହାଗଲା ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ | ଏହାକୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ଇଂରେଜ ସେନା ଦମନ କରିଦେଲେ । ଏହି ଘଟଣାର ୨୮ ବର୍ଷ 
ପରେ ୧ ୮୮ ୫ ମସିହାରେ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା ଲାଭ କଲା ଜାତୀୟ କଂଗ୍ରେସ । ସେଇଠାରୁ ଭାରତବର୍ଷରେ ଗୋଟାଏ 
ଜାତୀୟତାବୋଧର ଉତ୍ତରଣ ଘଟି ମହାତ୍ସଗାନ୍ଧୀଙ୍କ ସ୍ଵରାଜ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ ସମୟରେ ସ୍ଥର୍ବିତ ରୂପ ନେଲା | 
ଭାରତ ବର୍ଷ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନ ହେଲା | ଏତିହାସିକମାନେ ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଦେଲେ ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ଝଂଷ୍ମର 
ମାନ୍ୟତା । ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ସେତେବେଳେ, ଯେଉଁମାନେ ଇତିହାସ ରଚନା କଲେ ସେମାନେ କେହି ମଧ୍ଯ ପାଇକ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ” କୂ ବିଚାରକୁ ନେଲେ ନାହିଁ । ବଂଗଳାରେ ପ୍ରଥମେ ସିପହାୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଆଦୌ ସମର୍ଥନ କରାଯାଇ 
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ନଥୁଲା । ଲକ୍ଷ୍ମୀବାଇ ବା ନାନାସାହେବ, ତାନ୍ତିଆଟୋପିଙ୍କୁ ସହିଦ ଆଖ୍ୟା ଦେବାକୁ କୁଣ୍ଠା ପ୍ରକାଶ କରିଥଲେ । 
୧୮୭୦ ମସିହା ପରେ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ପରିବର୍ଭନ ଆସିଛି ଓ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ମୀବାରଙ୍କ ବୀରତ୍ଵ ତଥା ସ୍ବଦେଶ ପ୍ରେମକୁ 
ପ୍ରଶଂସା କରାଯାଇଛି | ମାତ୍ର ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ତାହା ହୋଇନାହିଁ । ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଯିଏ ଥିଲେ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର 
ନେତା ଓ ଖୋର୍ବାର ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଗଡ଼ର ଦଳପତିମାନେ ବକ୍ସିଙ୍କ ସହିତ ଯୋଗଦେଇ ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୋଧରେ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଅଗ୍ନିଜାଳି ଦେଇଥିଲେ ଓ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସେତେବେଳେ କଟକ, ପୁରୀ, ବାଲେଶ୍ଵର, ଗଂଜାମ ଅଂଚଳକୁ 
ବ୍ୟାପି ଯାଇଥଲା ଓ ତାହା ହୋଇଯାଇଥିଲା ଗଣ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ¬ ତାହା ପ୍ରତି ବାହାରର ଏତିହାସିକ ତ ଆଦୌ 
ନୂହେଁ; ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଏତିହାସିକମାନେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଏଥପ୍ରତି ଦୃଷ୍ଟି ଦେଲେ ନାହିଁ । ତେଣୁ ' ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ” ଯେ ଭାରତ 
ବର୍ଷର ପ୍ରଥମ ମୁକ୍ରିଯୁଦ୍ଧ - ଏହା ଯେପରି ଅବଦମିତ ହୋଇ ରହିଯାଇଛି । 


୧୫୬୮ ମସିହାରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ସ୍ବାଧୀନ ଗଜପତି ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବଙ୍କର କଳାପାହାଡ଼ ଆକ୍ରମଣବେଳେ 
ମୃତ୍ୟୁ ହେଲା । ଓଡ଼ିଶା ହେଲା ପରାଧୀନ । ଯେଉଁ କଳିଙ୍ଗ / ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଖ୍ରୀଷ୍ଟପୂର୍ବ ପ୍ରଥମ ଶତକର 
ଏଁରଖାରବେଳଙ୍କଠାରୁ ପଞ୍ଚଦଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର କପିଳେନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦେବ ଓ ଷୋଡ଼ଶ ଶତାଜ୍ଦୀର ମୁକୁନ୍ଦ ଦେବଙ୍କ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ 
ଆପଣାର ଅଖଣ୍ଡ ଗୌରବ ଭାରତ ବର୍ଷରେ ରକ୍ଷା କରି ଆସିଥଲା ତାହା ୧୫୬୮ ଖ୍ରୀା:ଅ: ପରେ ପରେ 
ଭୂଲୁଣ୍ଠିତ ହେବାକୁ ଲାଗିଲା ଆଫଗାନ ମୁସଲମାନ, ମୋଗଲ, ମରହଟ୍ଟା ଓ ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ ଫଳରେ । 
ବିଶାଳ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଖଣ୍ଡ ଖଣ୍ଡ ହୋଇଗଲା । କେବଳ କଟକ, ପୁରୀ, ବାଲେଶ୍ବରକୁ ଉନବିଂଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀରେ 
ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବୋଲି କହିଲେ । ଖାରବେଳଙ୍କଠାରୁ ଯେଉଁ ପାଇକ ପରମ୍ପରା ଗତି କରିଆସିଥଲା 
ଉତ୍କଳ-ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ସେ ପାଇକ ସିପାହୀ ନୁହନ୍ତି, ଆଧୁନିକ ଯୁଗର ସେନା ମଧ୍ଯ ନୁହନ୍ତି | ପାଇକ ସ୍ଵତନ୍ତ୍ର । 
ସେମାନେ ଗଡ଼ପତି ବା ଦଳପତିଙ୍କ ଅଧୀନରେ ତାଲିମ ନେଉଥଲେ । ରାଜ୍ୟର ବିପଦ ସମୟରେ ସମବେତ 
ହୋଇ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ କରୁଥିଲେ | ରାଜ୍ୟକୁ ରକ୍ଷା କରିବା ଥିଲା ସେମାନଙ୍କର ସଂକନଳ | ସ୍ବଦେଶ ପ୍ରେମରେ ସେମାନେ 
ଉଦ୍‌ବୂଦ୍ଧ | ତେଣୁ ଦେଶ ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରାଣବଳି ଦେବାକୁ ସେମାନେ ଥଲେ ଅକୂଣ୍ଣ | ମାତ୍ର ସିପାହୀମାନେ ବେତନଭୋଗୀ 
କର୍ମଚାରୀ | ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଜାତୀୟ ସଂକଳ୍ପ ନଥାଏ | ବାଧ୍ୟତା ଥାଏ | ପାଇକଙ୍କର ଥାଏ ସ୍ଵତଃସତୂର୍ଭତା । ଏହି 
ସ୍ଵତଃସ୍ତୂର୍ଭତା ୧୮୧୭ ମସିହା ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ବେଳେ ପ୍ରକାଶ ପାଇଥିଲା । ପରେ ସୁରେନ୍ଦ୍ର ସାଏଙ୍କ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ, ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଦଳବେହେରା ମାଧବରାଉତରାୟଙ୍କ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ, କୃଭିବାସ ପାଟଶାଣୀ, ପିଶ୍ଚିକ ବାହୁବଳେନ୍ଦ୍ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ବେଳେ ମଧ୍ଯ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ସ୍ଵତଃସ୍ତର୍ର ଯୋଗଦାନ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଜାତିପାଇଁ କମ୍‌ ଗୌରବାବହ ନୁହେଁ । 
ଅଥଚ ' ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ” କୁ ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ନ କହି ଆଉ କାହାକୁ କହିବା ? ଏହା ପୂର୍ବରୁ କ'ଣ 
ଭାରତ ବର୍ଷରେ ଅନ୍ୟ କେଉଁଠି ଏପରି ସଂଗଠିତ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ ବିରୋଧରେ ହୋଇଛିକି ? 
ଦେଶର ଅନ୍ୟାନ୍ୟ ଅଂଚଳରେ କଂଣ ଦୀର୍ଘ ଦୁଇ ହଜାର ବର୍ଷଧରି ପାଇକ-ପରମ୍ପରା ଗତି କରିଛକି ? 
ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କୁ ନେଇ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ସାହିତ୍ୟରେ ପ୍ରାଚୀନ କାଳରୁ ଆଧୁନିକ କାଳ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଯେତେ କାବ୍ୟ କବିତା ଗଛ 
ଉପନ୍ୟାସ ନାଟକ ଓ ପ୍ରବନ୍ଧ ଆଦି ରଚିତ ହୋଇଅଛି ଏପରି ପରମ୍ପରା ଆଉ କେଉଁ ସାହିତ୍ୟରେ ଅବିଛିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରଭାବ 
ପକାଇଛି ? ଉନବିଂଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀରେ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତିକୁ ହୀନବୀର୍ଯ୍ୟ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଯେପରି 
ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କୁ ଭୂମିହୀନ କରାଇ ଦୁର୍ବଳ କରିଦେଲେ ତାହା ଆଉ କେଉଁ ରାଜ୍ୟରେ ଘଟିଛି ? ସେ କାଳର 
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ଇଂରେଜ ଚକ୍ରାନ୍ତକୁ ଏବର ସ୍ଵାଧୀନ ସରକାର ମୌନ ସମର୍ଥନ ଜଣାଇ ନାହିଁକି ? ଏହା ସତ୍ତ୍ଵେ ପାଇକ 
ବଦ୍ରୋହ ଯେ ଓଡ଼ଶାର ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ - ଏଥରେ ଦ୍ଵିରୁକ୍ତିର ସ୍ଥାନ ନାହିଁ । 


' ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ'ର କାରଣ ଯଦିଓ ଆରମ୍ଭ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟରେ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଗତ ଥୁଲା, ମାତ୍ର ପରେ ପରେ ତାହା 
ହୋଇଗଲା ଓଡ଼ଆ ଜାତିର ସାମଗ୍ରିକ କାରଣ | ସେତେବେଳେ ଖେର୍ଧା ଥଲା ରାଜଧାନୀ ଓ ଗଜପତି ମୁକୁନ୍ଦ 
ଦେବ ( ୨ୟ) ସେଠାରେ ରହୁଥୂଲେ | ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ୧୮୦୩ ମସିହାରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାକୁ ଅଧଵକାର କରିନେଲେ । 
କଟକ ବାରବାଟୀ ଦୁଗକୁ ଅଧ୍ଵକାର କଲା ପରେ କ୍ରମେ ସମଗ୍ର ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଶାସନ କଲେ । ଯେତେବେଳେ 
ଖାର ରାଜା ନାବାଳକ ଧରିଲେ ସେତେବେଳେ ତାଙ୍କର ପ୍ରଧାନ ପରାମର୍ଶଦାତା ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ 
ସହିତ ୧୮୦୪ ମସିହାରେ ସମ୍ମାନଜନକ ସମାଧାନ ପାଇଁ ଆଲୋଚନା କଲେ, ମାତ୍ର ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କର 
ପ୍ରତନଧ୍ବ ହାର୍‌କୋଟ୍‌ ସାହେବ ସେଥୁରେ ରାଜି ହେଲେ ନାହିଁ । ରାଜାଙ୍କୁ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ମନ୍ଦିରର ପାରମ୍ପରିକ 
ଅଧୁକାରରୁ ବଂଚିତ କରାଯିବା ସହିତ ତାଙ୍କର କେତେ ମାହାଲକୁ ଅଧକାର କରିନେଲେ | ରାଜା ବାଧ୍ୟ ହୋଇ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କଲେ | କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ଓ କନିକା ରାଜା ମଧ୍ଯ ତାଙ୍କୁ ସହଯୋଗ କଲେ | ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କୁ ଫାଶୀ ଦେଲେ 
କଂପାନୀ ସରକାର | ରାଜାଙ୍କୁ ସମସ୍ତ ଅଧ୍ବକାରରୁ ବଂଚିତ କରି ୧୮୦ ୫ ମସିହା ଜାନୁୟାରୀ ମାସରୁ କଟକରେ 
ଓ ପରେ ମେଦିନୀପୁରରେ ନଜରବନ୍ଦି କରି ରଖୁଲେ | ଅନ୍ୟ ପକ୍ଷରେ କଂପାନୀ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ପୋଲିସ ଖୋର୍ବା 
ଲୋକଙ୍କ ଉପରେ ନାନାପ୍ରକାର ଅତ୍ୟାଚାର କଲେ । କୃଷକମାନଙ୍କ ଉପରେ କର ଭାର ବଢ଼ାଇଦେଲେ । 
ଜମିଦାରମାନଙ୍କୁ ମର୍ଜି ଅନୁସାରେ ବଦଳାଇ ନୂଆ ନୂଆ ଅନୁଗତମାନଙ୍କୁ ଜମିଦାର କଲେ । ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର 
ନିଷ୍କର ଜମି ଉପରେ କର ବସାଇଲେ ଓ ଜମିକୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ବାଜ୍ୟାପ୍ତ କଲେ | ଘନ ଘନ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ, କୃଷକମାନଙ୍କ 
ଉପରେ ଇଂରେଜ ପ୍ରଟୋଦିତ ଜମିଦାରମାନଙ୍କର ଶୋଷଣ ଓ ପୀଡ଼ନ, ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜମିଦାରଙ୍କ ସ୍ଥାନରେ ବଂଗୀୟ 
ଜମିଦାର ନିଯୁକ୍ତି ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଅଧୀନରେ ଚାକିରି କରୁଥିବା ଦେଶୀୟ କିରାଣିମାନଙ୍କର ଲାଂଚ, 
ଦୁର୍ନୀତି ଓ ଲୋକଙ୍କ ଉପରେ ହାକିମି ତଥା ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ ମିଥ୍ୟା କଥା କହି ଲୋକଙ୍କୁ ଠକିବା ମନୋବୃରି, 
ଇଂରେଜ ବଣିକ ସରକାର, ଜମିଦାର, ପୋଲିସ ଓ ସରକାରୀ ଅମଲାଙ୍କର ଶୋଷଣ, ଲୋକଙ୍କ ନାମରେ ମିଥ୍ୟା 
ମକଦ୍ଦମା କରାଯାଇ ସେମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ ଅର୍ଥ ଆଦାୟ ଇତ୍ୟାଦି ନାନା କାରଣ ଲୋକମାନଙ୍କ ଭିତରେ ଅଶନ୍ତି ଓ 
ଅସନ୍ତୋଷର ବହବ ପ୍ରଜ୍ଵଜିତ କଲା ¦ ଅନ୍ୟତମ ପ୍ରମୁଖ କାରଣ ହେଲା କମ୍ପାନୀ ସରକାର ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା ଲାଭ କଲା 
ପରେ ନିତ୍ୟବ୍ୟବହାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ପଦାର୍ଥମାନଙ୍କର ଅସମ୍ଭବ ମୁଲ୍ୟ ବୃଦ୍ଧି, ଲୁଣ ଉପରେ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାରଙ୍କର ଏକଚାଟିଆ 
ବ୍ୟାବସାୟିକ ଅଧ୍ବକାର, ବଙ୍ଗଳା ରେଭେନ୍ସ୍ୟ ଆଇନକୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ପ୍ରଚଳନ, ନୂତନ ମୁଦ୍ରା ବ୍ୟବହାର ଇତ୍ୟାଦ 
ଲୋକଙ୍କ ଭିତରେ କଂପାନୀ ଶାସନକୁ ବିରୋଧ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ଦୁମି ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରିଦେଲା | ଏହା ସାଙ୍ଗକୁ ରାଜାଙ୍କ 
ଠିକ୍‌ ତଳକୁ ବକ୍‌ସିଙ୍କର ସ୍ଥାନ | ତାଙ୍କୁ ମଧ୍ୟ ଲୋକେ ମାନୁଧୂଲେ | ବକ୍ସିଥିଲେ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର ନେତା | 
ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ବିଦ୍ୟାଧର ମହାପାତ୍ରଙ୍କ ପାରମ୍ପରିକ ଅଧୂକାରକୁ ଓ ତାଙ୍କର ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ଭପାଧଵକୁ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ 
ସ୍ଵୀକାର କଲେ ନାହିଁ । ସେ ପରମ୍ପରା କ୍ରମେ ଯେଉଁ ନିଷ୍ଟର କିଲା ରୋଢ଼ଙ୍ଗ ଭୋଗ କରୁଥୁଲେ ଓ ଯେଉଁ ସବୁ 
ପ୍ରଗଣା ଲେମ୍ବାଇ, ସିରାଇ, ଚବିଶକୁଦ, ରାହାଙ୍ଗ ଇତ୍ୟାଦି ତାଙ୍କ ଅଧୀନରେ ଥିଲା ସେସବୁ ମେଜର ଫ୍ଲେଚରଙ୍କ 
ଦ୍ଵାରା ରଦ ହୋଇଗଲା । ଫଳରେ ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ ହୋଇଗଲେ | ତାଙ୍କ ସହିତ 
ଖେର୍ଵାର ଅନ୍ୟାନ୍ୟ ଗଡ଼ର ମୁଖ୍ୟ ତଥା ପାଇକ ଦଳପତିମାନେ ଯୋଗଦେଲେ | ଗୁମୁସରର ଚାରଶହ କନ୍ଧ 
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ପାଇକ ଯୋଗଦେବା ସଂଗେ ସଂଗେ ଖୋର୍ବାରୁ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ପ୍ରସାରିତ ହୋଇଗଲା ପପଲ, ପୁରୀ, କୋଠଦେଶ 
ଦେଇ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ, କନିକା ଓ କମେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଅନ୍ୟାନ୍ୟ ଅଂଚଳକୁ | ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ସଫଳ ନେତୃତ୍ଵ ଯୋଗୁ 
ପୁରୀରୁ ସକଳ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ଲୋକଙ୍କୁ ବାହାର କରିଦିଆଗଲା । ପୁରୀର କଚେରୀ, ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଅଂଚଳର ଥାନା, ସରକାରୀ 
ଅଫିସକୁ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀମାନେ ପୋଡ଼ି ଦେଲେ | ଟ୍ରେଜେରୀ ମଧ୍ଯ ଲୁଟ କରି ନେଲେ | ପାଇକ ସେନାଙ୍କ ସମ୍ମୁଖୀନ 
ହୋଇ ନପାରି କଟକର କଲେକ୍ଟର ଇମ୍ପେ ସାହେବ ପୁରୀରୁ ଫେରି ଆସିଲେ । କେତେ କେତେ ଇଂରେଜ 
ଜେନେରାଲ, ଲେଫଟନାଣ୍ଟ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ବୀରତ୍ଵ ନିକଟରେ ହୀନବୀର୍ଯ୍ୟ ହୋଇଗଲେ । ସେହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର 
ଗତି ଏପରି ହୋଇଥଲା ଯେ ଯଦି ସାରା ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ରାଜା, ଜମିଦାର ଓ ପାଇକମାନେ ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କୁ 
ସାହାଯ୍ୟ କରିଥାନ୍ତେ ତେବେ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ବାଧ୍ଯ ହୋଇ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଛାଡ଼ିଥାନ୍ତେ | ତାହା କିନ୍ତୁ ହେଲା ନାହିଁ । 
ଖେର୍ଵାରେ ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ହେଲା ଗଣବିଦ୍ରୋହ | ପୁରୀରେ ମଧ୍ଯ ସାଧାରଣ ଲୋକେ ବକ୍‌ସିଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତି ସମର୍ଥନ 
ଜଣାଇ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ସହିତ ଯୋଗ ଦେଇଥିଲେ | ମାତ୍ର ଫତେ ମହମ୍ମଦ, ଚରଣ ପଟ୍ଟନାୟକ, ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ 
ପଟ୍ଟନାୟକ, ଖେର୍ବାର ଦାରୋଗା ମିର୍ଜା ମେନ୍‌ଦିଡ଼ ପରି କେତେଜଣ ନ୍ୟସ୍ତସ୍ଵାର୍ଥବାଦୀ ଲୋକ ଇଂରାଜମାନଙ୍କ 
ଦଲାଲ ସାଜି ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଭଣ୍ଡର କରିବାକୁ ଉଦ୍ୟମ କରିଥିଲେ | ଅବଶ୍ୟ ଚରଣ ପଟ୍ଟନାୟକ ପରି କେତେକ 
ଦେଶଦ୍ରୋହୀ ପାଇକଙ୍କ ହାତରେ ମୁତ୍ୟୁବରଣ କରିଥୁଲେ | ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କ୍ରମେ କଟକ, ପୁରୀ, ଖୋର୍ଵାରୁ ସଂକ୍ରମିତ 
ହୋଇଗଲା ବୌଦ୍ଧ, ଆଠମଲ୍ଲିକ, ନୟାଗଡ଼ ଆଦି ଅଞ୍ଚଳକୁ | ଘୁମୁସରର ରାଜା ଶ୍ରୀକର ଭଂଜ ମଧ୍ଯ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ 
ସମର୍ଥନ କଲେ | ମାତ୍ର ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ସୀମିତ ପାଇକ, କୃଷକ, କନ୍ଧ ଓ ପାଣ ସେନାକୁ ଧରି ବୀରତ୍ଵପୂର୍ଣ 
ଭାବରେ ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୋଧରେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ କରି ଆଧୁନିକ ଅସ୍ତ୍ରଶସ୍ତ୍ରରେ ସଜିତ ଇଂରେଜ ସେନାର ସମ୍ମୁଖୀନ 
ହୋଇପାରିଲେ ନାହିଁ । ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର ନେତୃତ୍ଵ ନେଉଥିବା ଗୋପାଳ ଛୋଟରାୟ, ବିଷ୍ଣୁ ପାଇକରାୟ, 
ରାମସିଂହ, ନାଥପ୍ରଧାନ, ପରଶୁରାମ ପଟ୍ଟନାୟକ, ସଚ୍ଚିଦାନନ୍ଦ ପଟ୍ଟନାୟକ ପ୍ରମୁଖ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଧରା 
ହୋଇ ଫାଶୀ ପାଇଲେ । ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଦୀର୍ଘ ସାତ ବର୍ଷରୁ ଉର୍ବ୍ବ କାଳ ନିରବଛିନ୍ନ ଭାବରେ ସଂଗ୍ରାମ କରି 
ଶ୍ରୀକର ଭଂଜଙ୍କ ସହାୟତାରେ ଘୁମୁସର ଓ ଶେରଗଡ଼ଠାରେ ଆତ୍ସଗୋପନ କଲେ | ତାଙ୍କର ଦେୱାନ କ୍ୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦୁ 
ମଧ୍ଯ ତାଙ୍କ ସହିତ ଥଲେ | ତାଙ୍କର ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟ ଥଲା ଖେର୍ବଧାର ମୁକ୍ତି, ପୁରୀର ମୁକ୍ତି ଓ ସମଗ୍ର ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ମୁକ୍ତି । 
ଆର୍ଥକ ଦୁରବସ୍ଥା ତାଙ୍କୁ ସାରା ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ସଂଗଠନ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ସାମର୍ଥ୍ୟ ଦେଇପାରିଲା ନାହିଁ । ସକଳ ଚେଷ୍ଟା 
କରି ମଧ୍ଯ ବଣିକ ସରକାର ତାଙ୍କୁ ତଥା ତାଙ୍କ ଦେୱାନ କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଙ୍କୁ ଧରି ପାରିଲେ ନାହିଁ । ବରଂ ସେମାନେ 
ଆତଙ୍କ ମନେ କଲେ କେତେ ବେଳେ କେଉଁ ମୁହୂର୍ରରେ ପୁଣି ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଅଗ୍ନିଜଳି ଉଠିବ | ତେଣୁ ସେ ସମୟର 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ପ୍ରଥମ କମିଶନର ରବର୍ଟ୍‌ କେର୍‌ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର କାରଣ ଅନୁସନ୍ଧାନ କଲେ ଓ ୱାଲଟର ଏଣ୍ଡେରଙ୍କ 
ରିପୋର୍ଟ୍‌ ଭିତ୍ତିରେ ଯେଉଁ ତିନିବର୍ଷିୟା ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ କରାଯାଉଥିଲା ତାହାକୁ ବଢ଼ାଇଦେଲେ । ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କୁ 
ସେମାନଙ୍କ ସଂପରି ଫେରାଇଦେଲେ । କୃଷକମାନଙ୍କ ଉପରେ ଯେଉଁ ଅଯଥା କର ଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ କରାଯାଉଥିଲା 
ତାହାକୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ବନ୍ଦ କଲେ | ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ସହିତ ସନ୍ଧି କରି ତାଙ୍କୁ କଟକରେ ରଖାଇ ତାଙ୍କୁ ମାସିକ ୧୫୦ 
ଟଙ୍କା ଓ ତାଙ୍କ ଦେୱାନଙ୍କୁ ମାସିକ ଶହେ ଟଙ୍କା ପେନ୍‌ସନ ଦେବାର ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା କଲେ | ଦୀର୍ଘ ସାତ ବର୍ଷରୁ ଉର୍ଚ୍ 


ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ଫଳରେ ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ କ୍ଲାନ୍ତ ହୋଇ ପଡ଼ିଥିଲେ । ସେ କଟକରେ ଅବସ୍ଥାନ କରି ୧୮୨୯ 
ମସିହାରେ ମୂତ୍ୟୁବରଣ କଲେ | 
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ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଅବସାନ ଘଟିଗଲା | କେହି କେହି ଏତିହାସିକ କହିଲେ ଯେ ଏହା ଥଲା ଏକପ୍ରକାର 
କୃଷକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ | ଏହା ଓଡ଼ିଶାରୁ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ଶାସନକୁ ଲୋପ କରି ଦେବା ପାଇଁ ଏକ ସଚେତନ ପ୍ରୟାସ ନଥୁଲା | 
ଏହା ମଧ୍ଯ ସଂଗଠିତ ନ ଥଲା; ନ ଥିଲା ମଧ୍ଯ ଲୋକପ୍ରିୟ ବିପ୍ଲବ | ଅନ୍ୟ କେତେକ ଏତିହାସିକ କହନ୍ତି ବଣିକ 
ସରକାରଙ୍କ ସମସ୍ତ ଚେଷ୍ଟା ଓ କୌଶଳ ସର୍ତ ଦୀର୍ଘ ସାତ ବର୍ଷ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ବକ୍ସିଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ବିଦ୍ୟାଧର ମହାପାତ୍ର ଓ 
ତାଙ୍କର ଦେୱାନ କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ବିଦ୍ୟାଧରଙ୍କ ଧରି ପାରି ନଥିଲେ । ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଜମିକୁ ସରକାର ନିଜ କବଚ୍ାକୁ 
ନେଇଗଲେ । ବକସିଙ୍କ ପରିବାରକୁ ନଜର ବନ୍ଦି କରି ରଖମଲେ । ତଥାପି ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଆତ୍ୁସମର୍ପଣ କଲେ 
ନାହିଁ । ୧୮୨୨ ମସିହାରେ ସରକାର ତାଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତି କ୍ଷମା ପ୍ରଦାନ କଲେ ଓ ସର୍ଭାନୁସାରେ ତାଙ୍କୁ ପେନ୍‌ସନ 
ଦେଇ କଟକରେ ରଖାଇଲେ । ୧୮ ୨୫ ମସିହାରେ ବକ୍ସି ଆତ୍ସ ସମର୍ପଣ କଲେ ! ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଦୀର୍ଘ ଆଠ 
ବର୍ଷ କାଳ କଠୋର ସଂଗ୍ରାମ କଲେ । ତାଙ୍କର ପରାଜୟ ଓ ଆତ୍ସସମର୍ପଣ ସତ୍ତ୍ଵେ ଲୋକେ ତାଙ୍କୁ ସେହିପରି 
ସମ୍ମାନ ଦେଲେ ଓ ନିଜର ନେତା ଭାବରେ ଗ୍ରହଣ କଲେ । ସମସ୍ତ ପ୍ରତିକୂଳ ପରିସ୍ଥିତି ସନ୍ତ୍ରେ ସେ ସାହସର 
ସହିତ ସଂଗ୍ରାମ କରିଥିଲେ । ପ୍ରଥମ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟରେ ହୁଏତ ଥୁଲା ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଗତ ସ୍ଵାର୍ଥ ସଂରକ୍ଷଣ ପାଇଁ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
କରିବାର ସଂକଳନ ମାତ୍ର ଅଚିରେ ତାହା ଲୋକଙ୍କୁ ପାଇକକୂଳକୁ, କୃଷକ ସଂପ୍ରଦାୟକୁ ଓ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଇଷ୍ଟ 
ଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ଶୋଷଣରୁ ରକ୍ଷା କରିବାର ସଂକଳ ହୋଇଗଲା ମୁଖ୍ୟ | ଏହା ଭିତରେ ତାଙ୍କର ପ୍ରକାଶ 
ପାଇଲା ନିବିଡ଼ ଜାତୀୟ ସଂକଳ୍ପ | ସେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଖୋର୍ଷାରୁ ସଂପ୍ରସାରିତ କରିଦେଲେ ପୁରୀ, କଟକ, 
ଗଞ୍ଜାମ, କୁଜଙ୍ଗ, କନିକା, ହରିଶପୁର, ବଉଦ ଓ ଘୁମୁସର ଅଂଚଳକୁ । ଅତଏବ ପ୍ରାଥମିକ ସ୍ତରରେ ଇଂରାଜୀ 
କମ୍ପାନୀ ଶାସନର ନାନା ଦୁର୍ବଳତା, ସ୍ବେଚ୍ଥାଚାର, ଅମଲା ଓ ପୋଲିସଙ୍କ ଅତ୍ୟାଚାର ଏପରି ଭାବରେ ଲୋକଙ୍କୁ 
ଉତ୍କ୍ଷିପ୍ତ କଲା ଯେ ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ହଠାତ୍‌ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ବିସ୍ଫୋରଣ ଘଟିଲା | ତେଣୁ  ପାଇକ- 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହଂ କେବଳ ଏକ ସାଧାରଣ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ନୁହେଁ; ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତିର ଆତ୍ରକ୍ଷା ଓ ମୁକ୍ଥିବୋଧର ଏକ ଜାତୀୟ 
ସଂଗ୍ରାମ । ବ୍ରିଟିଶ କମ୍ପାନୀ ଶାସନର ବିଲୋପ ଓ ମୁକ୍ତିବୋଧର ଏକ ଜାତୀୟ ସଂଗ୍ରାମ । ବ୍ରିଟିଶ କମ୍ପାନୀ 
ଶାସନକୁ ବିଲୋପ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରଥମ ସଂଗଠିତ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କେବଳ ନୁହେଁ; କୃଷକ, ଶ୍ରମିକ, ପାଇକ ଓ 
ସାଧାରଣ ଲୋକମାନେ ସ୍ଵତଃ ଗାଉଥ୍‌ଲେ ମହାମେଘ ବାହନ ଖାରବେଳଙ୍କଠାରୁ ପରବର୍ରୀ ସୋମ, ଗଙ୍ଗ, 
ସୂର୍ଯ୍ୟବଂଶ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ସମୟର ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ପରଂପରା ସଂପର୍କରେ - 


ପାଇକ କୂଳ ଜାତ ହେଲେ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ସୂର୍ଯ୍ୟଙ୍କଠାରୁ 
ନବଗ୍ରହ ନବଦେବତା କହି ଅଛନ୍ତି ଗୁରୁ । 

ପର୍ଶୁରାମ ବିଦ୍ୟା ଅଟଇ କ୍ଷତ୍ରିବୃତ୍ତି ସାଧନ 

କାଳେ ଲୋପ ହେଲା, ସର୍ଜିଲେ ମହାମେଘବାହନ । 
ବହୁତ ଆନନ୍ଦ ହୋଇଲି ପାଇ ବେଶ ଭୂଷଣ 

ରାଜ ସଭା ତଳେ ପ୍ରବେଶି କଲି ରାଜ ଦର୍ଶନ । 
ରଙ୍ଗ ଦେଖୁ କଲେ ପ୍ରଶଂସା ମୋରେ ରାଜାଧୀଶ୍ବର 


ହାର ବାହୁଟି ସ୍ଵର୍ଣବବଳା ପାଇଲି ପୁରସ୍କାର 
- ଜଳଳ ରାଜନଲଣୀଚ 
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ପାଇକ କୂଳର ଉପପତି ସୂର୍ଯ୍ୟବଂଶ ଓ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ରବଂଶଠାରୁ । ପରଶୁରାମ ବିଦ୍ୟା ଲୋପ ପାଇଲା ପରେ 
ଏରଖାରବେଳ ତାହାକୁ ପୁନଃ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା ଦେଇ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କୁ ସଂଗଠିତ କରିଦେଲେ ଓ ସେହି ପରଂପରା 
ସ୍ଵାଧୀନ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଦେଇ ପରାଧୀନ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ମଧ୍ଯ ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ଥଲା । ସେହି ଜାତି ଓ ରାଷ୍ଟ୍ର ପ୍ରତି ଅଙ୍ଗୀକାରବଦ୍ଧ 
ପରମ୍ପରାର ଶେଷ ଅଗ୍ନିଶିଖା ପାଇକ-ବିଦ୍ରୋହ | ଚାଲିଯାଇଛି ପାଇକ-ପରମ୍ପରା | ଲୋପ ପାଇଯାଇଛି ଗଜପତି- 
ଗୌରବ | ବାରମ୍ବାର ଶାସିତ ଓ ଲୁଣ୍ଠିତ ହୋଇଛି ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତି, ମୁସଲମାନ, ମୋଗଲ, ମରହଟ୍ଟା ଓ ଇଂରେଜ 
ଆକ୍ରମଣକାରୀଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା । ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକେ ଚେଷ୍ଟା କରିଛନ୍ତି ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତିର ରକ୍ଷାକବଚ ପାଇକ କୁଳକୁ ଧ୍ବଂସ 
କରିଦେବା ପାଇଁ | ସଫଳ ହୋଇଛନ୍ତି ବଣିକ-ଇଂରେଜ ଜାତି | ହୁଏତ ବିଫଳ ହୋଇଛି ପାଇକ-ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ମାତ୍ର ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତିର ମାନସ ପଟରେ ଏବେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଜୀବିତ ରହିଯାଇଛନ୍ତି ବକସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତିର ଜାତୀୟ 
ବୀର ଭାବରେ | ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ପରେ ପରେ ସୁରେନ୍ଦ୍ର ସାଏଙ୍କ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଆରମ୍ଭ ହୋଇଯାଇଛି ୧୮୨୭ 
ମସିହାରେ ଓ ଚାଲିଛି ୧୮୪୦ ମସିହା ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ । ସେ ବନ୍ଦି ହୋଇଛନ୍ତି; ପୁନର୍ବାର ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସମୟରେ 
କାରାମୁକ୍ତ ହୋଇ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କରି ଶେଷରେ ବନ୍ଦି ହୋଇ ୧୮୮ ୪ ମସିହାରେ ମୂତ୍ୟୁବରଣ କରିଛନ୍ତି | ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ମଧ୍ଯ କରିଛନ୍ତି ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଦଳବେହେରା ମାଧବ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ରାଉତରାୟ, କୃଭିବାସ ପାଟଶାଣୀ, ଦୋହରା ବିଷୋଇ 
ପ୍ରମୁଖ ପାଇକବୀର ବୃନ୍ଦ | ସବୁ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଦମନ କରିଛନ୍ତି ସତ ମାତ୍ର ପାଇକକୂଳର 
ମର୍ଯ୍ୟାଦାବୋଧକୁ ଭାଙ୍ଗି ପାରି ନାହାନ୍ତି । ସେଇ ପାଇକକୁଳର ସୃତି ଝଙ୍କୃତ ହୋଇ ଉଠିଛି ପଣ୍ଡିତ ଗୋଦାବରୀଶ 
ମିଶ୍ରଙ୍କ “ଅଠରଶହ ସତର” ଉପନ୍ୟାସରେ । ଏଥୁରେ ମଧ୍ଯ ବକ୍ସି ହୋଇଛନ୍ତି ଜୀବନ୍ତ | ପାଇକ କବି କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ର 
ତ୍ରିପାଠୀଙ୍କ ନାନା କବିତାରେ ପାଇକ କୁଳର ଗୌରବ ଧ୍ଵନିତ ! ତାଙ୍କ ' ପାଇକ ବଧୂର ଉଦ୍ବୋଧନ” କବିତାରୁ 
ପାଇକ ରମଣୀର ବୀରତ୍ବର ସୁଚନା ମିଳେ । 


ଯିବା ପାଇଁ ହେବ ରଣ ପ୍ରାଙ୍ଗଣେ ଯିବା ପାଇଁ ହେବ ବୀର, 
ମାରିବାକୁ ହେବ ଲକ୍ଷ ସଇନି ଫୋପାଡ଼ି ଲକ୍ଷ ତୀର । 
ତରୁଣୀ ବକ୍ଷ ଲାଗି ପ୍ରିୟତମ ଜନ୍ମ ନୁହଇ ତବ, 

ଜନ୍ମ ଭୂଇଁର ମଙ୍ଗଳ ଲାଗି ଜୀବନ ଦେବାକୁ ହବ । 

ଶତେକ ସୈନ୍ଯ ସାଥେ ରଣକରି ବିଜୟ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ମୀ ବରି, 

ଆସିବ ଯେଦିନ କୋଟି ଗଉରବେ ନେବି ମୁଁ ଆଦର କରି । 
ଆଗେ ବାଜୁଥବ ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ବାଜା ପଛେ ଆସୁଥିବ ତମେ, 
ବିଜୟ କେତନ ହାତେ ଧରିଥବ ଦେଖୁବି ନୟନ କୋଣେ । 
ବନ୍ଦାଇ ନେବି କୂଟୀରେ ସୋହାଗେ ପଦ ବନ୍ଦନା କରି, 

ଚାଲ ପ୍ରିୟତମ ସମର କ୍ଷେତ୍ରେ ବକ୍ଷେଝଅନଳ ଭରି ॥ 


ତାଙ୍କର ବହୁ କବିତାରେ ଅଛି ପାଇକ କୁଳର ଗୌରବ ଗାନ | ଚକ୍ରଧର ମହାପାତ୍ରଙ୍କର “ ରୋଢ଼ଙ୍ଗ 
ବକ୍ସି” ଉପନ୍ୟାସ ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ଅମରବୀରତ ଓ ଜାତିର ମୁକ୍ତିପାଇଁ ଆତ୍ସ ଉତ୍ସର୍ଗର ଏକ, ମର୍ମଗାଥୀ | 
ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ନାଟ୍ୟକାର ମନୋରଂଜନ ଦାସଙ୍କର ନାଟକ ‘ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଂ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଏକ ଜାତୀୟ ମିଥ୍‌ରେ 
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ପରିଣତ ହୋଇଯାଇଛି । ଅନେକ କବି, ଲେଖକ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଓ ବକସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତି ଜଣାଇଛନ୍ତି 
ଅନ୍ତରର ଶ୍ରଦ୍ଧାଞ୍ଜଳି । କହ୍ନେଇ ଚମ୍ପଭ୍ତିରାୟଙ୍କର ‘ ପାଇକ ଖେଦାଂ, ‘ପାଏକ ବୋଲି”, ତଥା ଲୋକ 
କବିତାମାନଙ୍କରୁ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ ନାନା କଥା ଦେଖୁବାକୁ ମିଳିଥାଏ | ଓଡ଼ିଆ ସାହିତ୍ୟ ପାଇକ ତଥା 
ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କୁ ଦେଇଛି ଉପଯୁକ୍ତ ସମ୍ମାନ | ଅଥଚ ଇତିହାସ ଓ ଇତିହାସକାର ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଅସଂଗଠିତ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଓ ବକସିଙ୍କ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଗତ ସ୍ବାର୍ଥ କଥା କହି ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା-ସଂଗ୍ରାମ କହିବାକୁ କୁଣ୍ଠିତ 
ହୋଇଥିଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଖୋର୍ଷାର ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଯେ ସମଗ୍ର ଭାରତ ବର୍ଷରେ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାର ବିରୋଧରେ 
ପ୍ରଥମ ଗଣନ-ବିଦ୍ରୋହ, ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ଓ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତୀୟତାର ପ୍ରଥମ ଝଙ୍କାର ¬ ଏ କଥାକୁ 
ଅସ୍ଵୀକାର କରିହୁଏ ନାହିଁ । ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଅଗ୍ନିଶିଖା ହୁଏତ ଆଠବର୍ଷ ଭିତରେ ନିର୍ବାପିତ ହୋଇଗଲା, ମତ୍ର 
ତା' ଭିତର ଦିଜକି ଦିକି ନିଆଁ ପରବର୍ଭୀ ପଚାଶବର୍ଷ ଭିତରେ ଆହୁରି କେତେ କେତେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଜନ୍ନଦେଲା | 
ତାହା ସୂଚାଇଦେଲା ଯେ, ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତି ମରିନାହି; ବଂଚିଛି | ପଠାଣ, ମୋଗଲ, ମରହଟା ଓ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ଶାସନ - 
ଶୋଷଣ ଭିତରେ ଜାତିର ରକ୍ଷା-କର୍ରା ପାଇକକୂଳକୁ ନାନା ଭାବରେ କଷଣ ଦିଆଯାଇ ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ ଦରିଦ୍ର ଓ 
ଦୁର୍ବଳ କରିଦିଆଯାଇଥୁଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ସେମାନେ ମଧ୍ଯ ବଂଚିଛନ୍ତି ଅତୀତ ସ୍ଵାଭିମାନକୁ ନେଇ । ବିଂଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର 
କେତେ କେତେ ଲେଖକ ସେମାନଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତି ଜଣାଇଛନ୍ତି ପ୍ରାଣର ପ୍ରଣାମ | ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତିର ଆମ୍ମ 
ସମୀକ୍ଷା ପାଇଁ ଯେ କ୍ରାନ୍ତିକାରୀ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନର ଇତିହାସ - ଏହାକୁ ମାନିବାକୁ ହୋଇଥାଏ | 
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୧ ୮୧୭ ମସିହା ଖୋରଧା ଉଦ୍‌ବେଳନର 
ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ପୂଷ୍ଠଭୂମିଂଏକ ଅଧ୍ୟୟନ 
ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ ଅଶୋକ କୁମାର ପଟ୍ଟନାୟକ 


ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କର ଭାରତ ଶାସନ କ୍ଷମତା ହାସଲ ( ପଲାସୀ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ) ଠାରୁ ଭାରତର ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ହାସଲ 
ସମୟ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଞପନିବେଶିକ ଶାସନ କାଳକୁ ଏତିହାସିକମାନେ ତିନୋଟି ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟରେ ବିଭକ୍ତ କରିଥାଆନ୍ତି ଓ 
ତଦନୁସାରେ ଏହାକୁ ଅଧ୍ୟୟନ କରିଥାଆନ୍ତି । ପ୍ରଥମ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟ ୧୭୫୭ ମସିହାରୁ ୧୮୧୩ (ଚାର୍ଟାର 
ଆଇନର ପ୍ରଥମ ନବୀକରଣ), ଦ୍ବିତୀୟ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟ ୧୮ ୧୩୦ାରୁ ୧୮୫୮ (ଭାରତର ଶାସନଭାର ଇଂରେଜ 
ସରକାରଙ୍କ ସିଧାସଳଖ ଅଧୁଗ୍ରହଣ) ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଓ ତୃତୀୟଟି ୧୮୫୮ ରୁ ୧୯ ୪୭ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ | ଞପନିବେଶବାଦ 
ଏହି ତିନି ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟରେ ଭାରତରେ ତା'ର ଆଧୂପତ୍ୟ ଓ ଶୋଷଣ ଜାରି ରଖୁଥିଲା କିନ୍ତୁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟରେ 
ଏଥୁରେ କିଛି କିଛି ପରିବର୍ଭନ ପରିଲକ୍ଷିତ ହୋଇଥଲା । ପ୍ରଥମ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟରେ ଏହା ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଯୁଦ୍ଧମାନ କରି 
ବଙ୍ଗଳା ଓ ଦକ୍ଷିଣରେ ତା”ର ସାମ୍ରାଜ୍ୟ ବିସ୍ତାର କରିଥଲା, ଏଥିପାଇଁ ଆବଶ୍ୟକ ଅର୍ଥ ଇଂଲଣ୍ଡରୁ ଆସିବା ସମ୍ଭବ 
ନଥିଲା, ତେଣୁ ଏହାକୁ ଭାରତରେ ଭାରତର ଲୋକମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଉପାୟରେ ଆଦାୟ କରିବାକୁ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ଯ 
ଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ କରିଥଲା । ୨ଟି ଉପାୟରେ ଭାରତର ଲୋକମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ ଆର୍ଥକ ଲୁଣ୍ଠନ କରିଥଲା । ପ୍ରଥମତଃ, 
ସିଧାସଳଖ ଭାବେ ତାହାର ଆଧ୍ଵପତ୍ୟ ଥିବା ଅଞ୍ଚଳମାନଙ୍କରେ କ୍ରମବର୍ବିଷ୍ୁ ଭୂରାଜସ୍ବ ଆଦାୟ କରି ଅଧୁକ ପୁଂଜି 
ସୃଷ୍ଟି କରୁଥଲା, ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟତଃ, ଏକଚାଟିଆ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟଦ୍ଵାରା ବିନା ବାଧାରେ ତାହାର ବିକ୍ରୀଯୋଗ୍ଯ ସମାଗ୍ରୀମାନ 
ଭାରତର ଜନସାଧାରଣଙ୍କ ଉପରେ ନିଜର ନିର୍ବାରିତ ଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ମୂଲ୍ୟରେ କିଣିବାକୁ ବାଧ୍ୟ କରୁଥିଲା । ଅସ୍ଥାୟୀ 
ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତମାନ ଅଳଛଦିନ ବା ବର୍ଷ ବ୍ୟବଧାନରେ କରି କରଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ଯୋଗ୍ୟ ଜମିର ପରିମାଣ ବଢ଼ାଉଥଲେ ଓ 
କରର ପରିମାଣ ମଧ୍ଯ ଅଧ୍ବକରୁ ଅଧକ ଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ହେଉଥଲା | କୃଷି ଓ କୃଷକର ଉନ୍ନତି ପାଇଁ କୌଣସି ପଦକ୍ଷେପ 
ବିନା ଅଧ୍ଧକ କର ଆଦାୟ ଦ୍ଵାରା କୃଷକର ଆର୍ଥକ ମେରୁଦଣ୍ଡ ଭାଙ୍ଗି ଯାଉଥଲା ଓ କୃଷିକ୍ଷେତ୍ରର କୌଣସି ଉନ୍ନତି 
ପରିଲକ୍ଷିତ ହେଉ ନଥିଲା, ଏକଚାଟିଆ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ ପାଇଁ ମୋଗଲ ଶାସକ ବା ସ୍ଥାନୀୟ ଶାସକଙ୍କଠାରୁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ 
ଉପାୟରେ ସନନ୍ଦ ହାସଲ କରି ଅନ୍ୟ ୟୁରୋପୀୟ ଓ ଭାରତୀୟ ଦେଶୀୟ ବ୍ୟବସାୟୀମାନଙ୍କୁ ବେପାର କରିବାକୁ 
ଦେଉ ନଥୁଲେ ଓ ନିଜର ଏକଚାଟିଆ ବେପାର ମେଲାଇ ଲୋକମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ କମ୍‌ ଦାମରେ ସ୍ଥାନୀୟ ସାମଗ୍ରୀ 
କିଣୁଥୁଲେ ଓ ୟୁରୋପୀୟ ସାମଗ୍ରୀମାନ ଚଢ଼ାଦରରେ ବିକ୍ରୟ କରୁଥିଲେ । ଭାରତରୁ ତୁଳା, ଚା, କଫି, 
ଚମଡ଼ା, ଶିଂଘ, ନୀଳ ଆଦି କ୍ରୟ କରି ଇଂଲଣ୍ଡ ଓ ୟୁରୋପରୁ ଆଣିଥିବା ବିଳାସ ସାମଗ୍ରୀ, କଳବୂଣା ଲୁଗା, 
କାଗଜ, ଗ୍ଲାସ ଓ ଘରସଜାରେ ବ୍ୟବହାର ସାମଗ୍ରୀମାନ ବିକ୍ରୀ କରୁଥିଲେ | ଗୁଳାଗୁଳି ତିଆରିରେ ବ୍ୟବହାର 
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ହେଉଥିବା ବାରୁଦ ମଧ୍ଯ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଏକଚାଟିଆ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ ସାମଗ୍ରୀ ଥଲା | ଭାରତରୁ କଞ୍ଚାମାଲ ଶସ୍ତାରେ କିଣି 
ଏହାକୁ ଇଂଲଣ୍ଡରେ ଅଧୁକ ଦାମରେ ବିକିବା ଓ ସେଠାରୁ ଶସ୍ତାରେ ପଦାର୍ଥ କ୍ରୟ କରି ଭାରତରେ ଅଧୁକ 
ଦାମରେ ବିକିବା ହିଁ ଇଷ୍ଟଇଶ୍ରିଆ କମ୍ପାନୀର ପ୍ରଧାନ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟଥଲା । ଏହା ତାହାକୁ ଅଧୁକ ଲାଭ ଦେଉଥଲା | ଏହି 
ସମୟରେ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟିକ ପୁଞ୍ଜିବାଦ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଇଂରେଜ ସାମ୍ରାଜ୍ୟବାଦ ତାର ପୁଂଜି ସଂଗ୍ରହ କରୁଥଲା ଓ ସେହି ଫୁଂଜି 
ତଥା ଏସିଆ ଓ ଆଫ୍ରିକାର ଅନ୍ୟ ଉପନିବେଶମାନଙ୍କରୁ ସଂଗ୍ଧହୀତ ପୁଂଜି ତା'ର ନିଜ ଦେଶର ଶିଳ୍ପ ବିପ୍ଟବରେ 


ସହାୟକ ହୋଇଥଲା ଓ ଇଂଲଣ୍ଡ ଏକ ଶିଳ୍ପ ପ୍ରଧାନ ପ୍ରଥମ ଦେଶ ଭାବେ ୟୁରୋପ ତଥା ପୃଥିବୀରେ ଦଣ୍ଡାୟମାନ 
ହୋଇପାରିଥିଲା | 


୧୭୯୩ ମସିହାର ଚାର୍ଟାର ଆଇନକୁ ଇଂଲଣ୍ଡର ସଂସଦ ୧୮୧୩ ମସିହାରେ ପରିବର୍ଭନ ସହ 
ପୁନଃପ୍ରବର୍ଭନ କରିଥୁଲେ | ସେତେବେଳେ ଇଂଲଣ୍ଡରେ ଫୁଂଜିପତି ଶ୍ରେଣୀ ସୃଷ୍ଟି ହୋଇ ସାରିଥିଲେ | ସେମାନେ 
ଭାରତର ବଜାର ପ୍ରତି ପ୍ରଲୋଭିତ ଥଲେ |! ଏକ କମ୍ପାନୀ (ଇଷ୍ଟ ଇଣ୍ରିଆ କମ୍ପାନୀ) ଦ୍ଵାରୀ ଭାରତର ବଜାରକୁ 
କବଜା କରିବାକୁ ବିରୋଧ କରି ଭାରତ ଉପନିବେଶ ସମସ୍ତ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ ଫୁଂଜିପତି ଶ୍ରେଣୀ ପାଇଁ ମୁକ୍ତ କରିବାକୁ 
ପାର୍ଲିଆମେଣ୍ଟ ଉପରେ ଚାପ ପ୍ରୟୋଗ କରୁଥିଲେ | ଇଂଲଣ୍ଡରେ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟିକ ପୁଂଜି ବଦଳରେ ଥିଦ୍ଯଗିକ 
ପୁଂଜିର ପ୍ରଭାବ ବୃଦ୍ଧି ପାଇସାରିଥଲା । ଦେଶର ରାଜନୀତି ଓ ସଂସଦ କ୍ଷେତ୍ରରେ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ପ୍ରଭାବ ବୃଦ୍ଧି 
ଘଟିଥିଲା, ସେମାନେ ଭାରତକୁ ଏକ ଅଧସ୍ତନ ବ୍ୟବସାୟିକ ବନ୍ଧୁ ( ପାର୍ଟନର) ରୂପେ ବିକାଶ କରିବାକୁ ଉଦ୍ୟମ 
କରିଥିଲେ | ଭାରତ କିଛି ବିକିବ ଓ କିଛି କିଣିବ | ତା'ର ବ୍ୟବସାୟିକ ସମ୍ପର୍କ ଇଂଲଣ୍ଡ ସହ ରହିବ |! ଭାରତ 
କୃଷିଜାତ ଓ ଖଣିଜାତ କଞ୍ଚାମାଲ ବିକିବ ଓ ବ୍ରିଟେନଠାରୁ କାରଖାନା ଉତ୍ପାଦିତ ସାମଗ୍ରୀମାନ କିଣିବ । ପ୍ରଚୁର 
କଞ୍ଚାମାଲ ବିକି ଯାହା ଅର୍ଥଲାଭ ହେବ ସେଥ୍‌ରେ କମ୍‌ ସଂଖ୍ୟକ ସମାଗ୍ରୀ ବେଶି ଦାମରେ କିଣିବ । ଏହାହିଁ 
ଭାରତ ଓ ମେସିନ ଦ୍ଵାରା କମ୍‌ ଶ୍ରମଶକ୍ତି ବ୍ୟୟରେ କଞ୍ଚାମାଲର ଉପଯୁକ୍ତ ବିନିଯୋଗ କରି ଅଧୁକ ଉତ୍ପାଦନ 
କରିବ ଯାହା ଫଳରେ ତାହାର ଶ୍ରମିକମାନେ ତାଙ୍କର ଶ୍ରମର ଅଧ୍ବକ ମୁଲ୍ୟ ପାଇବେ, ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଜୀବନଧାରଣର 
ମାନ ଭାରତୀୟମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ ଅଧକ ହେବ । ଅନ୍ୟ ପକ୍ଷରେ ପୁରୁଣାକାଳିଆ ପଦ୍ଧତିରେ ନିଜର ଶ୍ରମଶକ୍ତି ଦ୍ଵାରା 
ଭାରତର ସାଧାରଣ ଲୋକମାନେ ଉତ୍ପାଦନ କରୁଥିବା ସାମଗ୍ରୀ ପାଇଁ ଅଧ୍ୟକ ପରିଶ୍ରମ ଓ ଲୋକଶକ୍ତି ବିନିଯୋଗ 
ଯୋଗୁ ଏହାର ମୂଲ୍ୟ କମ ରହୁଥିଲା ଓ ଭାରତର କୃଷି ଓ ଖଣି ଶ୍ରମିକ ଶୋଷିତ ହେଉଥଲା ଓ ତା'ର ଶ୍ରମର 
ଯଥାର୍ଥ ମୂଲ୍ୟ ପାଉ ନଥୁଲା | ଫଳତଃ, ତା'ର ଜୀବନ ଧାରଣର ମାନ ନିମ୍ନଗାମୀ ହେଉଥଲା, ଏହି ସମୟରେ 
ପ୍ରଥମ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟର ପୁଂଜି ଶୋଷଣର ପ୍ରକ୍ରିୟା - ଏକଚାଟିଆ ବ୍ୟବସାୟ ଓ ଅଧବକ ଭୁରାଜସ୍ବ ଆଦାୟ - ମଧ୍ଯ 
ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟର ଶୋଷଣ ସହ ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ଥଲା, ତେଣୁ ସାଧାରଣ ମଣିଷ ଉପରେ ଶୋଷଣର ପ୍ରକ୍ରିୟା ଅଧ୍ବକରୁ 
ଅଧକ ହୋଇ ଚାଲୁଥୁଲା | ଏହି ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ଶୋଷଣ ଉପଯୋଗୀ ଶାସନ ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ତଥା ସାମାଜିକ ପଦ୍ଧତି 
ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ଥୁଲା | 

ତୃତୀୟ ସ୍ତରରେ କମ୍ପାନୀଠାରୁ ଶାସନଭାର ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାର ଗ୍ରହଣ କଲେ କିନ୍ତୁ ଶାସନ ଶୋଷଣ 
ପ୍ରକ୍ରିୟା ତଥା ଶାସନଭାର ସମ୍ଭାଳୁଥୁବା ଅମଲାତନ୍ତ୍ର କିଛି ବି ପରିବର୍ଭନ ଘଟି ନଥଲା । କମ୍ପାନୀ ସମୟର 
ପ୍ରଶାସକମାନେ ପୁଣି ତାଙ୍କର ପୁରୁଣା ସ୍ଥାନମାନଙ୍କରେ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟକଲେ, ଆର୍ଥକ ପୁଂଜିବାଦ 
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ଞପନିବେଶବାଦର ଶେଷ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟରେ ଭାରତକୁ ନୂଆ ରୂପରେ ଶୋଷଣ କରିଥଲେ | ଭାରତରେ କିଛି କିଛି 
ଉଦ୍ୟୋଗିକ ବିକାଶ ଘଟିଲା । ଅର୍ଥ ଲଗାଣକାରୀ ସଂସ୍ଥାମାନେ ଆର୍ଥକ ପୁଂଜିବାଦ ମାଧ୍ଯମରେ ଶୋଷଣ ଚାଲୁ 
ରଖୁଲେ । ଜନସାଧାରଣ ଶୋଷିତ ହେଲେ ନୂଆ ରୂପରେ | 


ଏହି ପଟ୍ଟଭୂମିରେ ଖୋରଧାର ୧୮୧୭ ଉଦ୍‌ବେଳନକୁ ବିଚାର କରିବାକୁ ହେବ, ଓଡ଼ିଶାକୁ ଅଧୁକାର 
କରିବା ଆଗରୁ ତାହା ଆରମ୍ଭ ହୋଇସାରିଥଲା ଯେତେବେଳେ ଗଂଜାମ ଜିଲ୍ଲାକୁ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ୧୭୬୬ 
ମସିହାରେ ଦଖଲ କରିଥଲେ ଯାହା ୧୭୬୫ ବକ୍ସାର ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ପରାଜୟ ପରେ ମୋଗଲ ସମ୍ରାଟ ସାହାଆଲାମ୍‌ 
ସ୍ଵୀକୃତି ଦେଇଥିଲେ । ଏହି ଆଲାହାବାଦ ସନ୍ଧି ଅନୁଯାୟୀ ମଧ୍ଯ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଦେୱାନୀ ଇଷ୍ଟଇଣ୍ରିଆ କମ୍ପାନୀକୁ 
ହସ୍ତାନ୍ତର ହୋଇଥଲା । ଉପକୂଳବର୍ଭୀ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର କଟକ, ପୁରୀ ଓ ବାଲେଶ୍ଵର ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ଶାସନାଧୀନ ହେଲା 
୧୮୦୩ ମସିହାରେ | ୧୮୦ ୪ରେ ଜୟୀରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କ ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ସଂଗଠିତ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଦମନ କରିବା 
ପରେ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ତଦାନୀନ୍ତନ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ କିଛି ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ଗ୍ରହଣ କରିଥିଲେ ଯାହା ୧୮୧୭ 
ଉଦ୍‌ବେଳନର ମୁଖ୍ୟ କାରଣ ହୋଇଥଲା, ରାଜନୈତିକ ଭାବେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଶାସନଭାର ବିଭିନ୍ନ ସମୟରେ ଭିନ୍ନ 
ଭିନ୍ନ ଶାସକ ଗୋଷ୍ଠୀ ଦ୍ଵାରା ନିୟନ୍ତିତ ହୋଇଥଲା । ଭୌମକର, ସୋମବଂଶୀ, ଗଙ୍ଗବଂଶ, ଗଜପତି, ଭୋଇ 
ଶାସକମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ ଆରମ୍ଭକରି ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦଦେବଙ୍କ ପରେ ସୁଲତାନୀ, ମୋଗଲ ଓ ମରହଙ୍ଟାମାନଙ୍କ 
ଶାସନାଧୀନ ହୋଇ ଶେଷରେ ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନାଧୀନ ହେଲା, ଏ ସମସ୍ତ ଶାସକମାନେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ କର ଆଦାୟକରି, 
ଶାସନଗତ, ରାଜକୀୟ ବିଳାସ ବ୍ୟସନ, ବ୍ୟୟବହୁଳ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ, ବିଭିନ୍ନ ମନ୍ଦିର ନିର୍ମାଣ ଆଦି ମଧ୍ଯ ପ୍ରଜାଙ୍କଠାରୁ 
ଆଦାୟ ଭୂରାଜସ୍ବ ଓ ଅନ୍ୟ କରରୁ ଭରଣା କରାଯାଉଥୁଲା | ସାଧାରଣ ପ୍ରଜା ତଥା କୃଷକର ଅବସ୍ଥା ଶୋଚନୀୟ 
ଥିଲା, ଏହା ମୋଗଲ, ମରହଟ୍ଟା ଶାସନକାଳରେ ଅଧୁକରୁ ଅଧୁକ ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ସ୍ଥାଣୁବସ୍ଥାର କାରଣ ହୋଇଥ୍‌ଲା, 


me e—e— 


ଆଗରୁ କିଛି କିଛି ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା କୃଷି ଓ କୃଷକର ପାଇଁ ନିଆ ଯାଉଥିବାବେଳେ, ମୁସଲମାନ ଓ ମରହଟ୍ଟା ଶାସନାବସ୍ଥାରେ 
କେବଳ ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ଶୋଷଣ ଥଲା ଶାସନର ମୂଳମନ୍ତ୍ର | ତେଣୁ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଆସିବା ପୂର୍ବରୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର 
ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ଅବସ୍ଥା ଶୋଚନୀୟ ହୋଇସାରିଥିଲା, ସାଧାରଣ କୃଷକର ଉନ୍ନତି ପାଇଁ କୌଣସି ପଦକ୍ଷେପ 
ପୂର୍ବବର୍ଭୀ ଶାସକମାନେ ନ ନେବା ଫଳରେ କୃଷିର ସ୍ଥାଣୁତା ଆସିଯାଉଥୁଲା । ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଗୌରବମୟ ନୌବାଣିଜ୍ୟର 
ପତନ କାହିଁ କେତେ କାଳରୁ ହୋଇ ସାରିଥିଲା, ଜଳ, ସ୍ଥଳର ଗମନାଗମନର କିଛି ବିକାଶ ଘଟି ନଥୁଲା | 
ପୂର୍ବରୁ ଥବା ପୋତାଶ୍ରୟମାନ ନିଶ୍ଚିହ୍ନ ହୋଇସାରିଥଲେ । ୟୁରୋପୀୟ ବଣିକମାନେ ସେମାନଙ୍କର 
ବାଣିଜ୍ୟକୋଠୀମାନ ସ୍ଥାପନ କରି କିଛି ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ କରୁଥିଲେ, କିନୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଲୋକମାନେ ବ୍ୟବସାୟ ଦ୍ଵାରା କିଛି 
ଲାଭବାନ ହୋଇ ପାରୁ ନଥୂଲେ । ସେମାନେ ସ୍ଥାନୀୟ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ୟୁରୋପୀୟ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ ସଂସ୍ଥାମାନଙ୍କର ମଧ୍ଯସ୍ଥ 
ବା କାରବାରର ମାଧ୍ଯମ ଥୁଲେ, କିନୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଏକ ଶକ୍ତିଶାଳୀ ବଣିକ ଗୋଷ୍ଠୀର ଉଦ୍ଭବ ହୋଇ ନଥଲା, 
କାର୍ପାସ ଶିଳ୍ପ ଓ ଲୁଣ ଉତ୍ପାଦନ ଯାହା ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ନିଜସ୍ଵ ଖଦ୍ୟୋଗିକ ବିକାଶର ମୂଳଦୂଆ ସ୍ଥାପନ କରି ପାରିଥାଆନ୍ତା, 
ତାହାର ବିକାଶ ଘଟି ନଥୁଲା, ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ ଆସିବା ପରେ, ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ସ୍ତରରେ ନିଆଯାଇଥିବା ବିବିଧ 


ପଦକ୍ଷେପମାନ ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ମୁଳ କାରଣ ଥୁଲା | ଏହାକୁ ବିଶ୍ଲେଷଣ କରି ଜନ ଅସନ୍ତୋଷର କାରଣ ନିର୍ଣ୍ଣୟ 
କରିବାକୁ ହେବ । 
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୧. ଚିରସ୍କାୟୀ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ ଓ ଏହାର ପ୍ରଭାବ : 


୧୭୯୩ ମସିହାରେ ଲର୍ଡ କର୍ଣ୍ଣୱାଲିସ ଚିରସ୍ଥାୟୀ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ପ୍ରଚଳନ କରିଥିଲେ । ଏକ 
ନିର୍ବାରିତ ସମୟରେ ସ୍ଥିରୀକୃତ ଖଜଣା ପଇଠ କଲାପରେ, ଜମିଦାରମାନଙ୍କ ଜମିଦାରୀ କାଏମ ରହିବାର 
ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ଥଲା । ଏହାକୁ ଚିରସ୍ଥାୟୀ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ ବୋଲି କୂହାଯାଉଥିଲା, ପ୍ରଜାମାନଙ୍କର କୌଣସି ହି ହିତ ଏହାଦ୍ବାରା 
ସାଧ୍ତ ହୋଇ ନଥୁଲା, କିନ୍ତୁ ଏହି ଆଇନ ପାସ୍‌ ହେବାର ୧୦ ବର୍ଷ ପରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଅଧ୍ବକୃତ 
ହେଲା, ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଚିରସ୍ଥାୟୀ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ ପ୍ରଚଳନ ନକରି ସାମୟିକ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତମାନ ପ୍ରଚଳନ କରାଗଲା । 
୧୮୦୪-୧୮୦୫ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ବାର୍ଷିକ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତତ ୧୮୦୫-୦୬ ମସିହାରେ ତ୍ରୈବାର୍ଷିକ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ, 
୧୮୦ ୯-୧ ଠରୁ ୧୮୧ ୧-୧ ୨ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଆଉ ଏକ ତ୍ରୈବାର୍ଷିକ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ | ୧୮୧୩- ୧୪ର ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତକୁ 
ଆଉ ଏକ ବର୍ଷ ପାଇଁ ୧୮ ୧ ୪- ୧୫ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ବଢ଼ା ଯାଇଥଲା | ୧୮୧ ୬- ୧୬ରୁ ୧୮୧୮-୧୯ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ 
ଆଉ ଏକ ତ୍ରୈବାର୍ଷିକ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ କରାଯାଇଥଲା | ବାରମ୍ବାର ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ କରିବା ଦ୍ଵାରା ସରକାର କରଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ 
ଉପଯୋଗୀ ଚାଷଜମିର ପରିମାଣ ବୃଦ୍ଧି କରିଥିଲେ | ଯାହା ଲୋକମାନେ ଜଙ୍ଗଲ ସଫାକରି ଓ ପାହାଡ଼ିଆ 
ଅଞ୍ଚଳର ଜମି ଆବାଦ ଯେଗ୍ୟ କରି କୃଷି ଉପଯୋଗୀ କରିଥିଲେ | ଏହା ବ୍ୟତୀତ ପ୍ରତି ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ ପରେ 
ସରକାରୀ ଦେୟର ପରିମାଣ ବୃଵ୍ଧି କରୁଥିଲେ, ୧୮୦ ୪-୦୫ରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ମୋଟ ଜମାରାଶି ଟ. 
୧୧,୮ ୦,୮୭ ୦ଙ୍କାରେ ସ୍ଥିର ହୋଇଥିଲା, ଯାହା ମରହଟ୍ଟାର ଶେଷ ବର୍ଷର ଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ କରଠାରୁ ପ୍ରାୟ ଟ. 
୧,୦ ୦ ,୦ ୦ ୦/- ଅଧୁକ ଥିଲା, ୧୮୦୬-୦୭ ଦୁର୍ଭିକ୍ଷ ସମୟ ଥିବା ସନ୍ତେ ବିଟିଶଙ୍କ କର ନିର୍ବାରଣ କମ 
ହୋଇ ନଥୁଲା, ୧୮୧ ୧-୧ ୨ର ଜମାରାଶି ଟ. ୧୪,୫ ୪,୫ ୦ ୨ଙ୍କାରେ ଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ହୋଇଥଲା | ଅକ୍ଟୋବର 
୧୮୧ ୪ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ ପରେ ଜମା ଟ. ୧୪, ୨୯,୫ ୧ ୦ଙ ସିର ହୋଇଥଲା | ୧୮୧୬-୧ ୭ରେ ଜମା 
ବୃଵି ହୋଇ ଟ. ୧୫,୪୧, ୯୬୯ଙରେ ସ୍ଥିର ହୋଥଲା | ଜମିର ଉତ୍ପାଦନ କ୍ଷମତା ଓ କୃଷକ ଖଜଣା 
ଦେବାର କ୍ଷମତାକୁ ନ ଦେଖୁ ଜମା ରାଶିର ବୃଦ୍ଧି କୃଷି ତଥା କୃଷକର ମେରୁଦଣ୍ଡ ଦୋହଲାଇ ଦେଉଥୁଲା | 
ପୂର୍ବରୁ ଥବା ନିଷ୍କର ଜମି ଯଥା ଦେବୋତ୍ତର, ବହ୍ଲୋତତର, ଓ ପାଇକ ଓ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଦଳପତିମାନେ ପାଉଥିବା 
ନିଷ୍କର ଜମି ଉପରୁ ଖଜଣା ଆଦାୟ କରି ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଆର୍ଥିକ ଅବସ୍ଥାରେ ଅବନତି ଘଟାଉଥଲେ | 


କର ଆଦାୟର ନିଶ୍ୁର ପଦ୍ଧତି ଓ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜମିଦାରମାନଙ୍କ ପତନ 


ରଷ୍ଟ ଇଣ୍ପିଆ କମ୍ପାନୀ କେବଳ ଅଧ୍ବକ କରଞଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ କରି ନଥୁଲା, ଏହି ଭୂରାଜସ୍‌ ଆଦାୟ ପାଇଁ ନିଷୁର 
ପଦ୍ଧତି ଗ୍ରହଣ କରିଥଲା | ଆଗରୁ ବନ୍ଯା ଓ ଅନାବୃଷ୍ଟି ବେଳେ ଖଜଣାର ପରିମାଣ କମାଯାଉଥୁଲା, ଯାହା 
ଇଂରେଜ ଶାସନ କାଳରେ ଅଣଦେଖା କରାଗଲା ¦ ଏପରିକି ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ସଡ଼କର ତିଆରି ପାଇଁ ସରକାର ଜମି 
ଅଧ୍ଵଗ୍ରହଣ କଲାବେଳେ କ୍ଷତିପୂରଣ ବା ଖଜଣା ଛାଡ଼ କରି ନଥୁଲେ | 


ଖଜଣାର ଦେୟବୃଵ୍ଧି ଜମିଦାରମାନଙ୍କୁ ଧ୍ଵଂସାଭିମୁଖୀ କରିଥଲା, ଯେଉ ଜମିଦାରମାନେ 
ମହାଜନମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ ଉଧାର କରି ଖଜଣା ନିର୍ଦ୍ଦିଷ୍ଟ ତାରିଖରେ ଦାଖଲ କରୁଥିଲେ, ସେମାନେ ମହାଜନୀ ରଣରେ 
ଛନ୍ଦି ହୋଇ ଅଣନିଶ୍ବାସୀ ହୋଇ ପଡ଼ୁଥିଲେ | ଅନେକ ଜମିଦାର ତାଙ୍କର ସମ୍ପୁର୍ଣ ଦେୟ ଦେଇ ପାରୁ ନଥିଲେ | 
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ବକେୟା ଦେୟର ପରିମାଣ କ୍ରମଶଃ ବୃଧି ପାଉ ଏମିତି ଅବସ୍ଥାରେ ପହଞ୍ଚଲା ଯେ ଅନେକ ଜମିଦାର ତାଙ୍କର 
ଜମିଦାରୀ ହରାଇଥିଲେ | ଟ. ୫୦୦ ୦ଙ୍କା ଜମା ଥିବା ଜମିଦାରୀ କଟକରୁ ଓ ତାହାଠାରୁ ଅଧକ ଜମା ଥବା 
ଜମିଦାରୀ କଲିକତାରେ ନିଲାମ ହୋଇଯାଉଥୁଲା | କଲିକତା ଯିବାକୁ ଗମନାଗମନର ଅସୁବିଧା ହେତୁ ଅନେକ 
କଲିକତାରେ ପହଞ୍ଚପାରୁ ନଥୁଲେ ବା ତାଙ୍କର ଗୁମାସ୍ତା ବା ଏଜେଣ୍ଟମାନେ ଜାଣିଶୁଣି ଖଜଣା ଜମା ଦେଉ 
ନଥୁଲେ ଓ ଅର୍ଥ ଆତୁସାତ କରୁଥିଲେ | ଏହାଫଳରେ ଧୀରେ ଧୀରେ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜମିଦାରମାନେ ଜମିଦାରୀ 
ହରାଇଥିଲେ ଓ କଲିକତାର ଅଣ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ବଙ୍ଗାଳୀ ଅମଲାମାନେ ଏହାକୁ ନିଲାମ ଧରି ନେଉଥୁଲେ । ଏକ 
ହିସାବ ଅନୁଯାୟୀ ୧୮୦୬ରୁ ୧୮୧୬ (ଦଶବର୍ଷ) ମଧ୍ୟରେ ୧୦୧ ୧ଟି ଜମିଦାରୀ ନିଲାମ ହୋଇ ଯାଇଥଲା, 
ଏଥୁ ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ୩୫ ୯ ଟି ଜମିଦାରୀ ବାହାର ଲୋକ କିଣି ନେଇଥିଲେ । 


ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର ନିଷ୍କର ଜମି ଅଧୁଗ୍ରହଣ : 


ମୁସଲମାନ ଶାସନ ସମୟରେ ପୁରୁଣା ସାମରିକ ମୁଖ୍ୟମାନେ ତାଙ୍କର ଜାଗିରି ବିନା ଦେୟରେ ଉପଭୋଗ 
କରୁଥିଲେ | ମରହଙ୍ଟାମାନେ ମଧ୍ଯ ସାଧାରଣତଃ ସେହି ପଦ୍ଧତି ଅବଲମ୍ବନ କରି ବ୍ରିଟିଶମାନଙ୍କ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଅଧ୍ବକାର 
କରିବା ପରେ ସ୍ଥାନୀୟ ସାମରିକ ମୁଖ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କୁ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟାନ୍ତର କରିଥିଲେ ଓ ସେମାନେ ପାଇଥିବା ଜାଗିରି ଜମି 
ଉପରେ ଖଜଣା ଆଦାୟ କରିଥଲେ | ଦଳେଇ, ଦଳବେହେରାମାନଙ୍କୁ ତାଙ୍କ ଜାଗିରି ଜମିର କିଛି ଅଂଶ ନିଷ୍କର 
ପ୍ରଥମାବସ୍ଥାରେ କରାଯାଉଥିବାବେଳେ, ଗୋଲାମ କାଦୀର ଏହା ଉପରେ ଟଙ୍କା ଜମା ଆଦାୟ ପାଇଁ ନିର୍ଦ୍ଦେଶ 
ଦେଇଥୁଲେ । ଏହାଦ୍ଵାରା ପାଇକମାନେ, ଯେଉଁମାନଙ୍କର ସଂଖ୍ୟା ପାଖାପାଖୁ ୧୦,୦୦୦ ଥୁଲା ସେମାନେ 
ଆର୍ଥକ ଦୁରବସ୍ଥାର ସମ୍ମୁଖୀନ ହେଲେ, ଅନେକ ଦଳେଇ ଓ ଦଳବେହେରା ଟଙ୍କା ଜମା ନ ଦେଇ ପାରିବାରୁ 


< ea 


ସେମାନଙ୍କ ଜାଗିରି ଫେରସ୍ତ କରିଥିଲେ । ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ଦୁରବସ୍ଥା ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଇନ୍ଧନ ଯୋଗାଉଥୂଲା | 
ସାମନ୍ତବାଦୀ ସହାୟତାର ଉଚ୍ଛେଦ : 


ଖୋରଧାର ରାଜା ଗାଦୀଚ୍ୟୁତ ହେବା ଓ ସ୍ଥାନୀୟ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜମିଦାର ଶ୍ରେଣୀର ପତନ ଫଳରେ ଯେଉଁମାନେ 
ରାଜକାର୍ଯ୍ୟରେ ବା ଜମିଦାରମାନଙ୍କ ଅଧୀନରେ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟ କରୁଥିଲେ, ସେମାନେ ଜୀବିକା ହରାଇ ବସିଲେ । 
କଳାକୁ ଆଧାର କରି ରାଜା, ଜମିଦାରମାନଙ୍କର ପୃଷ୍ଠପୋଷକତାରେ ଏଥରେ ପ୍ରତିପାଳିତ ହେଉଥିବା କଳାକାର 
ଶ୍ରେଣୀ (ନୃତ୍ୟ, ଗୀତ ତଥା ଚିତ୍ରକର ଆଦି) ଜୀବିକା ଅର୍ଜନରୁ ବଞ୍ଚତ ହୋଇ ଦୁର୍ଦିନ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ଗତି କଲେ | 
ବିଟିଶ ମୁଦ୍ରାନୀତି : 

ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ କାହିଁ କେତେ କାଳରୁ କଉଡ଼ି ମୁଦ୍ରା ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ଥଲା । ମାଲଡେଭିସ୍‌ ଦ୍ଵୀପପୁଞ୍ଜରୁ କଉଡ଼ି 
ଆସୁଥୁୂଲା ଓ ତାହା ମୁଖ୍ୟତଃ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଲୋକମାନେ ବ୍ୟବହାର କରୁଥିଲେ । ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଦଖଲ କଲାବେଳେ 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ କଉଡ଼ିର ଅଭାବ ଦେଖା ଦେଇଥୁଲା, ଯାହା ଲୋକମାନଙ୍କର ଛୋଟ ବଡ଼ କିଣା ବିକାରେ ଅସୁବିଧା 
ସୃଷ୍ଟି କରୁଥଲା | ନଭେମ୍ବର ୧୮୦ ୪ ମସିହାରେ ଆଇନ ପାସ କରି ଅକ୍ଟୋବର ୧୮୦୮ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ କଉଡ଼ିରେ 
ଭୂରାଜସ୍ବ ଦେବାକୁ ବ୍ଯବସ୍ଥା କଲେ ଓ ତା'ପରେ ସିକ୍କା ମୁଦ୍ରା ହିଁ ଖଜଣାର ଏକମାତ୍ର ମାଧମ ହେଲା । 
୧୮୦୮ ଅକ୍ଟୋବର ପରେ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ କଉଡ଼ି ମୁଦ୍ରାକୁ ଖଜଣା ପାଇଁ ଗ୍ରହଣ ନ କରିବାରୁ ଏହାର ମୁଦ୍ରାସିତି 
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ଘଟିଲା । ଏହା ଜମିଦାର ଶ୍ରେଣୀର ପତନ ଘଟାଇଲା | ସେମାନେ ସିକକା ମୁଦ୍ରା ମହାଜନମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ ଅଧୂକ 
ସୁଧରେ ଉଧାର ନେଇ ଖଜଣା ଦେଲେ | କଉଡ଼ି ବଦଳରେ ସିକ୍କା ମୁଦ୍ରା ପାଇଁ ଅଧୁକ କଉଡ଼ି ଦାବି କଲେ | 


ଫଳରେ ଜମିଦାରମାନେ ରୟତମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ ଅଧକ ଖଜଣା ଆଦାୟ କଲେ । ଚାଷୀମାନେ ଅଧ୍ବକ ଶୋଷିତ 
ହେଲେ । 


ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଲବଣ ନୀତି : 


୧୮୦ ୪ ମସିହାରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଲବଣର ଏକଚାଟିଆ କାରବାର ପ୍ରଚଳନ ମହାନଦୀର ଉତ୍ତର ଦିଗରେ 
ଥିବା କଟକରେ ହେଲା ଓ ୧୮୧ ୪ରେ ମହାନଦୀର ଦକ୍ଷିଣରେ ପ୍ରଚଳନ କରାଗଲା । ଏହା ଫଳରେ ସମଗ୍ର 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଲୁଣର ଦାମ ଅହେତୁକ ଭାବରେ ବୃଦ୍ଧି ପାଇଲା, ଲୁଣ ଉତ୍ପାଦନ ଓ ବିକ୍ରୟ ଉପରେ ଏକଚାଟିଆ 
ବ୍ୟବସାୟ କମ୍ପାନୀ ହାତରେ ରହିବାରୁ ଲୁଣର ଦାମ ବୃଦ୍ଧି ଘଟିଲା, କଳା ବଜାର ହେଲା ଓ ସାଧାରଣ ଲୋକଙ୍କ 
ପାଇଁ ଅଧୁକ ଦରରେ ଲୁଣ ଜିଣିବା କଷ୍ଟକର ହେଲା | ପ୍ରାୟ ଏକ ତୃତୀୟାଂଶ ଲୋକ ସରକାରୀ ଗୋଲାରୁ ଲୁଣ 
ନ ପାଇ ଅନ୍ୟଠାରୁ ଓ କଳାବଜାରରୁ ଅଧକ ଦାମ ଦେଇ କିଣିବାକୁ ବାଧ୍ଯ ହେଲେ । ଏହାଫଳରେ ଜଣପିଛା 
ଲୁଣ ବ୍ୟବହାରର ମାତ୍ରା କମ ହେଲା ସାରା କଟକ ଜିଲ୍ଲାରେ ଲୁଣ ପାଇଁ ହାହାକାର ସୃଷ୍ଟି ହେଲା । 


ତୀର୍ଥଯାତ୍ରୀ କର : 


ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ କର୍ଚ୍ଧପକ୍ଷ ଧାର୍ମିକ ବ୍ୟାପାରରେ ହସ୍ତକ୍ଷେପ କରିବାକୁ ଚାହୁଁ ନଥୁଲେ । କିନ୍ତୁ ମନ୍ଦିରର ଆଭ୍ୟନ୍ତରୀଣ 
ବ୍ୟାପାରରେ ହସ୍ତକ୍ଷେପ ଅଧ୍ବକରୁ ଅଧକ ହେଉଥଲା | ତୀର୍ଥଯାତ୍ରୀ କର ମଧ୍ୟ ମରହଟ୍ଟାମାନେ ଆଦାୟ କରୁଥିଲେ । 
ମନ୍ଦିରର ଖର୍ଚ୍ଚର ସିଂହଭାଗ ଏହି କରରୁ ଆଦାୟ ହେଉଥଲା | ୧୮୧ ୨-୧୩ର ହିସାବ ଅନୁଯାୟୀ ମନ୍ଦିରର 
ଖର୍ଚ୍ଚ ଥଲା ଟ. ୩୬,୩୭ ୫ ଙ୍କା ଓ ଏଥୁପାଇଁ ତୀର୍ଥଯାତ୍ରୀ କରରୁ ଟ. ୩୪,୦ ୨୬ ଟଙ୍କା ମିଳୁଥୁବାବେଳେ 
ମିରର ଆୟ ମାତ୍ର ଟ. ୧ ୨,୪୬୬ ଥଲା । ତେଣୁ ବିଟିଶ୍‌ ଚାହୁଁ ବା ନ ଚାହୁଁ ଏହି ତୀର୍ଥଯାତ୍ରୀ କର 
ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ଉଚ୍ଛେଦ କରିବା ତାଙ୍କ ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ଦୃଷ୍ଟିକୋଣରୁ ଲାଭଦାୟକ ନଥୁଲା | ତୀର୍ଥଯାତ୍ରୀମାନେ ଭାବିଥୁଲେ 
ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ ଏହି କର ଉଚ୍ଛେଦ କରି ତାଙ୍କର ଉଦାରତା ଓ ଅନ୍ୟଧର୍ମ ପ୍ରତି ସହନଶୀଳତାର ପ୍ରତୀକ ହେବେ କିନ୍ତୁ 
ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ ଏହା କରି ଅଯଥା ଖର୍ଚ୍ଚାନ୍ତ ହେବାକୁ ଚାହୁଁ ନଥିଲେ | ଲୋକମାନଙ୍କର ହତାଶାଭାବ ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ ଉତ୍ତେଜିତ 
କରୁଥିଲା | 


ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ଆର୍ଥକ ଦୁର୍ଗତି : 

ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଖୋରଧା ରାଜାଙ୍କର ବକ୍ତି ବା ସେନାଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷ ଥଲେ । ସେ ପାଇଁ ସେ ନିଷ୍କର ଜାଗିରି ମଧ୍ଯ 
ପାଇଥଲେ |! ବ୍ରିଟିଶର ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଅଧୁକାର ସମୟରେ ରୋଡ଼ଙ୍ଗ ଜିଲ୍ଲା ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ପରିବାରର ଦଖଲରେ ଥୁଲା । 
୧ ୮୦ ୪-୦୫ ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତରେ ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଲିତ୍ମାଇ, ରାହାଙ୍ଗ, ସରାଇ ଓ ଚବିଶକୁଦକୁ ତାଙ୍କର ପାରିବାରିକ 
ସମ୍ପି ବୋଲି ଦାବି କଲେ, ଯାହାକୁ ମେଜର ଫ୍ଲେଚର ଖାରଜ କରିଦେଲେ । କେବଳ ରୋଡ଼ଙ୍ଗ କିଲ୍ଲା 
ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ପାଖରେ ଥଲା ! ଚଞ୍ଚକତା କରି କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ସିଂହ, ଯେକି କଲେକ୍ଟର ଗୋୌମସ୍‌୍ଙ୍କ ଦିଓାନ ଥିଲେ, 
er or-oC ମସିହାରେ ନିଲାମରେ ଏହାକୁ ଦଖଲ କରିଥିଲେ | ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ସମସ୍ତ ଦାବି ଓ ଆଇନଗତ 
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ଯୁକ୍ତିର କିଛି ଫଳ ହୋଇ ନଥିଲା, ତାଙ୍କର ସମସ୍ତ ସମ୍ପଭ୍ରିରୁ ସେ ବେଦଖଲ ହୋଇ, ଲୋକମାନଙ୍କର ଦାନରେ 
ନିଜର ପ୍ରତିପୋଷଣ କରିଥଲେ | କକବର୍ଣ୍ଣ ମଧ୍ୟ ୧୮ ୧ ୭ର ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର କାରଣ କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ସିଂହ ହିଁ ବୋଲି 
ବର୍ଣ୍ଣନା କରିଛନ୍ତି । ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କର ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ଦୁରବସ୍ଥା, ଓ ତାହା ସହିତ ତାଙ୍କର ଆତୁସମ୍ମୀନ ହାନୀ ଏହି 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଆଶୁ କାରଣ ରୂପେ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟ କରିଥଲା | ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ କାରଣ ଏହି ଉଦ୍‌ବେଳନର ପୃଷ୍ଠଭୂମିକୁ ସୁଦୃଢ଼ 
କରିଥଲା ଓ ଅନ୍ୟ କାରଣମାନଙ୍କ ସହ ଏହା ୧୮୧ ୭ର ମହାନ୍‌ ଉଦ୍‌ବେଳନର କାରଣ ଘଟିଥିଲା । 


ଚରିତ୍ର ଓ ସ୍ଵରୂପ : 
ପ୍ରଶ୍ନ ପଚରା ଯାଇପାରେ 
(କ) ଏହା କ'ଣ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଥଲା କି ? 
(ଖ) ଏହା କେବଳ ଖୋରଧାରେ ସୀମିତ ଥଲା କି ? 
(ଗ) ଏହ କଂ ଣ ଏକ ସାମନ୍ତବାଦୀ ପ୍ରତିକ୍ରିୟା ଥଲା କି ? 
ଏହାର ଉତ୍ତର ଖୋଜି ପାଇଲେ ହିଁ ଏହାର ବ୍ୟାପକତା ଓ ଗଭୀରତାକୁ ଆକଳନ କରିହେବ | 


ଏହାର ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ପାଇକମାନେ ଥଲେ ବି ଏହା ଅନ୍ୟ ଗୋଷ୍ଠୀମାନଙ୍କୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ଆକର୍ଷିତ କରିଥଲା | 
୪୦୦ କନ୍ଧ କନ୍ଧମାଳରୁ ବାଣପୁର ଦେଇ ଆସି ଏଥିରେ ଯୋଗ ଦେଇଥିଲେ । ତେଣୁ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ଶାସନ ଓ ଏହାର 
ନୀତି ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ ହେବାକୁ ବାଧ୍ଯ କରିଥଲା, ଓଡ଼ିଶାରୁ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍ମାନଙ୍କୁ ବହିଷ୍କାର କରିବା ସେମାନଙ୍କ 
ଲକ୍ଷ୍ଥଲା । ଖୋରଧାର ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କୁ ଛାଡ଼ି ଅନ୍ଯ ଜାତି ଓ ଗୋଷ୍ଠୀର ଲୋକମାନେ ଏଥରେ ସାମିଲ 
ହୋଇଥୁଲେ । 


ଏଥରେ ପାଇକମାନେ ଅଗ୍ରଭାଗରେ ଥିଲେ | ଗୋଟିଏ ନିରସ୍ତ ଜାତି ଯେତେବେଳେ ସଶସ୍ତ୍ର ଶକ୍ତି ସହ 
ସଂଘର୍ଷରେ ଲିପ୍ତ ହୁଏ, ସେତେବେଳେ ପାରମ୍ପରିକ ସାମରିକ କୌଶଳ ଓ ଜ୍ଞାନ ଥିବା ପାଇକମାନେ ଏଥରେ 
ଅଗ୍ରଭାଗରେ ରହୁଥିଲେ, କିନୁୁ ଅନ୍ୟ ଲୋକମାନେ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ପଶ୍ଚାତ ଭାଗରେ ରହି ଏହି ମହାସଂଗ୍ରାମର 
ଅଂଶ ହୋଇଥିଲେ | ପାଇକମାନେ କୃଷକ ଥଲେ | ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ବେଳେ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ଆଦେଶରେ ଅସ୍ତ ଧରିବା ସହ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ 
କ୍ଷେତ୍ରରେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ମଧ୍ଯ କରୁଥିଲେ | ପାଇକମାନେ ଥୁଲେ ସାମରିକ ପୋଷାକ ପରିହିତ କୃଷକ । ସାଧାରଣ 
କୃଷକର ଦୁଃଖ, କଷଣ, ଯାତନା ପାଇକ ମଧ୍ଯ ଅନୁଭବ କରୁଥଲା | ରାଜା ରାଜ୍ୟଯହରା ହେବା ପରେ 
ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର ଦରମା ବା ନିଷ୍କର ଜମି ମଧ୍ଯ ଛଡ଼ାଇ ନିଆଯାଇଥିଲା | ତେଣୁ ଏ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଏକ କୃଷକ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ମଧ୍ଯ କୁହାଯାଇପାରେ । 


ସରକାରୀ ଦସ୍ତାବିଜ ଅନୁଯାୟୀ ଏହା ଖୋରଧାରୁ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ, ପଟ୍ଟାମୁଣ୍ଡାଇ ଓ ଯାଜପୁର ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ବ୍ୟାପି 
ଯାଇଥଲା, ଅନ୍ୟ ରାଜା, ଜମିଦାରମାନେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଏହି ଘଟଣା ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ ଅବଗତ ଥଲେ ଓ କେତେକ ମଧ୍ଧ 
ଉଦ୍‌ବେଳିତ ଥିଲେ | ତେଣୁ ଏହାକୁ ଖୋରଧାରେ ସୀମିତ ରଖୁବା ମଧ୍ଯ ଏହାର ବ୍ୟାପକତା ଓ ଗଭୀରତା ପ୍ରତି 
ଅଜ୍ଞତା ହେବ | ଏହାକୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ପ୍ରଥମ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ ବିରୋଧୀ ମହା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ମଧ୍ଯ କୁହାଯାଇପାରେ । 
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ଏହା କ”ଣ ଏକ ସାମନ୍ତବାଦୀ ପ୍ରତିକ୍ରିୟା ଥଲା କି ? ଏହାର ନେତୃତ୍ବ ନିଶ୍ଚିତ ଭାବରେ ପୁଣି ସାମନ୍ତବାଦୀ 
ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ପୁନଃପ୍ରଚଳନ କରିବାକୁ ଚାହୁଁଥିଲେ, ପୁଣିଥରେ ରାଜା, ଜମିଦାର ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ଫେରାଇ ଆଣିବାକୁ 
ଚେଷ୍ଟିତ ଥଲେ । କିନ୍ତୁ ସାଧାରଣ ଜନସାଧାରଣ ଇଂରେଜ ରାଜତ୍ଵର ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ଶୋଷଣର ଶିକାର ହେବାକୁ 
ଆରମ୍ଭ କରି ସାରିଥିଲେ | ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ ଞପନିବେଶିକବାଦ ୧୭୫୭ ଓ ୧୭ ୬୫ ପରେ ସାରା ଭାରତରେ ତା'ର 
କର୍ଟ୍ଧତ୍ଵ ଜାହୀର କରିବା ଆରମ୍ଭ କରିଥଲା । ୧୮୦୩ ପରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଜନସାଧାରଣ ଏହି ଞପନିବେଶିକ 
ଶୋଷଣ ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥାର ଶିକାର ହୋଇଥୁଲେ ଓ ଏକ ଦଶନ୍ଧିରୁ ଉର୍ନ୍ଚ ଏହି ଶୋଷଣ ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥାରେ ପୀଡ଼ିତ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର 
ଲୋକ ଏହା ବିରୋଧରେ ମହା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ଆରମ୍ଭ କରିଥଲେ, ଯାହା ଏହାକୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରୁ ଉତ୍ଖାତ କରିବାକୁ ଉଦ୍ଦିଷ୍ଟ 
ଥଲା | ସମାଜ୍ୟବାଦ, ଉପନିବେଶବାଦର ଅର୍ଥ ନ ବୁଝି ମଧ୍ଯ ଏହାର ନକାରାତ୍ସକ ଦିଗ ପ୍ରତି ସଜାଗ ଥିଲେ ଓ 
ଏହା ଯେ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଅର୍ଥନୈତିକ ଅବସ୍ଥାକୁ ଶୋଚନୀୟ କରୁଛି ଓ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ ସାମ୍ରାଜ୍ୟବାଦ କବଳରୁ ମୁକ୍ତି 
ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଆର୍ଥକ ଓ ରାଜନୈତିକ ଅବସ୍ଥାର ପରିବର୍ଭନ ଆଣିବ ବୋଲି ସାଧାରଣ ଭାବରେ ସେମାନେ 
ବୁଝିଥିଲେ । ତେଣୁ ଏହାକୁ ଏକ ସାମନ୍ତବାଦୀ ପ୍ରତିକ୍ରିୟାଶୀଳ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ ବୋଲି ବିଚାର ନ କରି, 
ଜନସାଧାରଣଙ୍କର ସାମ୍ରାଜ୍ୟବାଦୀ ବିରୋଧୀ ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ପ୍ରଥମ ସୋପାନ ବୋଲି ଗ୍ରହଣ କରାଯାଇପାରେ | 


ଏହା ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ପ୍ରଥମ ସମ୍ପାଜ୍ୟବାଦ ବିରୋଧୀ ମହାସଂଗ୍ରାମ ଥଲା ଓ ଅନ୍ୟ ଅଞ୍ଚଳମାନଙ୍କରେ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ 
ବିରୋଧୀ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନମାନ ସଂଗଠିତ କରିବାରେ ଲୋକମାନଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରେରଣାର ଉତ୍ସ ହୋଇଥିଲା | 


ଥୁର୍କଚନ ମୁଖ୍ୟ, ଲଚିଜ/ସ ଚିଇ/ଣ 
ଉଜନଳ କିଣା ଚିତ/ଳଥ, ଛୁକନସର 
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ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଅନ୍ତିମ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟ 


ପ୍ରଫେସର ପ୍ରଫୁଲ୍ଲ କୁମାର ପାଇକରାୟ 


ଖୋର୍ଧା ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ପାଇଁ ଏବେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ପୁନର୍ଜାଗରଣ ଧାରା ସୃଷ୍ଟି ହୋଇଛି | ଏହାର କାରଣ 
ହେଉଛି ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଚାଳିଶ ବର୍ଷ ପୂର୍ବରୁ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ହୋଇଥୁଲେ ମଧ୍ଧ ସର୍ବଭାରତୀୟ ସ୍ତରରେ 
ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ମାନ୍ୟତା ଦିଆଯାଉଛି । ୧୮୧୭ ମସିହାରେ ସଂଘଠିତ 
ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଯେ ଭାରତର ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ବାଧୀନତା ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ ଏଥରେ ଦ୍ବିମତ ନାହିଁ । ଅବଶ୍ୟ କେତେକ 
ଏତିହାସିକ ମହୀଶୂର ରାଜା ଟିପୁସୁଲତାନଙ୍କ ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୋଧ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନକୁ ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ 
ବୋଲି କହିଛନ୍ତି । ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ନେତୃତ୍ବରେ ସଂଗଠିତ ଗଣ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ କୁଜଙ୍ଗଠାରୁ ଆରମ୍ଭ କରି ସୁଦୂର 
ଗଞ୍ଜାମ ଏବଂ ଘୁମୁସର ମାଳ ଅଞ୍ଚଳ ସହ ଆଠଗଡ଼ ରେଢ଼ାଖୋଲ ଯାଏ, ବ୍ୟାପକ ଅଞ୍ଚଳକୁ ବ୍ୟାପି ଯାଇଥୁଲା | 
ଯାହାହେଉ ୧୮୧ ୭ ମସିହାଠାରୁ ୧୮ ୨୭ ମସିହାଯାଏ ଦୀର୍ଘବର୍ଷ ବ୍ୟାପୀ ଏହି ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାରଙ୍କୁ 
ବ୍ୟତିବ୍ୟସ୍ତ କରି ଦେଇଥଲା |! ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କୁ ମେଦିନାପୁରର ବାଘିତୋଟାରେ ନୃଶଂସ 
ଭାବରେ ଫାଶୀ ଦେଇଥିଲେ । ପରେ ବିରୋଧୀ ପର୍ଶୁରାମ ରାଉତରାଙ୍କୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ଫାଶୀ ଦେଇଥୁଲେ । ବିଭିନ୍ନ 
ଅସାଧୁ ଉପାୟ ଅବଲମ୍ବନ କରି ଏ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଦମନ କରାଯାଇଥୁଲା । ମାତ୍ର ତାରି ମଧ୍ଯରୁ କିଛି ଗଣ 
ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ ମୁଣ୍ଡଟେକି ଉଠିଥୁଲା | ତାହାରି ମଧ୍ଯରେ ତାପଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼ର ଦଳବେହେରା ସାମନ୍ତ ମାଧବଚନ୍ଦ୍ରରୀଉତରାୟ 
ଅନ୍ୟତମ । ତାଙ୍କ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଅନ୍ତିମ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟାୟଭାବେ ଗ୍ରହଣ କରାଯାଇପାରେ । 


ସାନପୁଟଗଡ଼ର ଅଧ୍ଵବାସୀ ବିପ୍ର ମଧୁସୁଦନ “ ଫିରିଙି କଳି ଭାରତ” ନାମକ ଏକ ବିରାଟ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ଗ୍ରନ୍ମ 
ପ୍ରଣୟନ କରିଛନ୍ତି ପୁରାଣଧାରାରେ ଲିଖମତ ଚିନ୍ତାଦେଶାକ୍ଷ ବା ଗୁଜ଼ରୀରାଗରେ ଦ୍ଵାଦଶଛାନ୍ଦ ଓ ତିନିହଜାର 
ଛଅଶହ ପଞ୍ଚାନବେ ପଦ ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ଏ ଯୁଦ୍ଧକାବ୍ୟଟି ଏକ ଅନୂପମ କାବ୍ୟ । କାବ୍ଯର ଶେଷ ଅଧାୟଟିରେ 
ତାପଙ୍ଗଯୁଦ୍ଧ ବର୍ଣିତ । କବି ଏଥୁରେ ତାଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତ୍ୟକ୍ଷଦର୍ଶୀ ବିବରଣୀ ପ୍ରଦାନ କରିଅଛନ୍ତି ! ୧୮୦୩ ମସିହାରେ 
ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଖୋର୍ବା ରାଜାଙ୍କଠାରୁ ତିନିହଜାର ସୈନ୍ୟ ନେଇ କର୍ଣ୍ଣେଲ ହାରକୋଟଙ୍କ ଅଧୂନାୟକତ୍ବରେ 
ମରହଙ୍ଟାମାନଙ୍କୁ ବିତାଡ଼ିତ କରିଥିଲେ ! ମରହଙ୍ଟାମାନେ ପୂର୍ବରୁ ବଳାକ଼ାରରେ ନେଇ ଯାଇଥିବା ଚାରିଗୋଟି 
ପ୍ରଗଣାକୁ ସର୍ଭାନୁସାରେ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଫେରାଇଲେ ନାହିଁ । ତେଣୁ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ ବିଶ୍ଵାସଭଙ୍ଗଯୋଗୁ 
ଜୟୀରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କ ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ପାଇକମାନେ ଇଂରେଜଙ୍କ ବିରୋଧରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କରିଥଲେ । ତିନି ସପ୍ତାହ 
ଘମାଘୋଟ ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ବହୁ ସୈନ୍ଯ ମୃତାହତ ହେବାରୁ କର୍ଣ୍େଲ୍‌ ହାର୍‌କୋଟ୍‌ ମାନ୍ଦ୍ରାଜରୁ ଅତିରିକ୍ତ ସୈନ୍ଯ 
ମଗାଇଥଲେ | ମେଜର ଫ୍େଚର୍‌ଙ୍କ ଅଧ୍ୟନାୟକତ୍ଵରେ ଇଂରେଜ ସେନା ୧୮୦୪ ମସିହା ଡିସେମ୍ବର ୪ 
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ତାରିଖରେ ଖୋର୍ବାଦୁର୍ଗ ଅଧୁକାର କଲେ । ରାଜା ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ମୁକୁନ୍ଦ ଦେବ ଓ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁ ଧରା ହୋଇ 
ପ୍ରଥମେ ବାରବାଟୀ ଦୁର୍ଗ ଓ ପରେ ମେଦିନୀପୁରରେ ବନ୍ଦି ହୋଇ ରହିଲେ, । ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କୁ ନିର୍ଦୟ ଭାବେ 
ଫାଶୀ ଦିଆଗଲା । ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ନିଷ୍କର ଜମି ଉପରେ ଅଧ୍ବକ କର ବସିଲା । ଲୁଣମରାକୁ ଏକଚାଟିଆ 
ବ୍ୟବସାୟରେ ପରିଣତକରି ଲୁଣର ଦାମ ଛଅଗୁଣ ବଢ଼ିଲା ! ଖୋର୍ଵା ରାଜାଙ୍କ ସେନାପତି ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ 
ଭ୍ରମରବର ରାୟଙ୍କ ରୋଡ଼ଙ୍ଗ ପ୍ରଗଣାକୁ କୃଷ୍ଣସିଂହ ନାମକ ଜଣେ ବଙ୍ଗାଳୀ ଷଡ଼ଯନ୍ତ୍ର କରି ନେବାରେ ବକ୍‌ସି 
ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ ହୋଇ ଉଠିଲେ । ସେ ତିନିହଜାର ପାଇକ ସୈନ୍ୟ ନେଇ ପୁରୀ ରାଜାଙ୍କୁ ଭେଟି ବିପ୍ଳବର 
ନେତୃତ୍ଵ ନେବା ପାଇଁ ଅନୁରୋଧ କରିବାରେ ରାଜା ରାଜି ହେଲେ ନାହିଁ । ତେଣୁ ବକ୍ତି ଖେର୍ଷାର ରଏତ, 
ପାଇକ, ଦଳେଇ, ଦଳବେହେରାଙ୍କୁ ଏକତ୍ର କରି ୧୮୧୭ ମସିହାରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଘୋଷଣା କଲେ । ଏ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଭୟାବହତା ଓ ବ୍ୟାପକତା ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ ଏତିହାସିକ ଜର୍ନଟୟନବି ତାଙ୍କ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଇତିହାସରେ ଉଲ୍ଲେଖ 
କରିଛନ୍ତି । “ ଏ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଏପରି ଏକ ଭୟଙ୍କର ରୂପଧାରଣ କରିଥୂଲା ଯେ ସମଗ୍ର ଓଡ଼ିଶାରୁ ନ ହେଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ 
ଖୋରଧା ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ସ୍ଥିତିକୁ ଏହା ଏକ ଶକ୍ତ ଧକ୍ଟା ଦେଇଥୁଲା ।' 


ଏହାର ଦଶବର୍ଷ ପରେ ତାପଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼ର ଦଳବେନ୍ଦେରା ସାମନ୍ତ ମାଧବଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ରାଉତରାୟ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ 
ବିରୋଧରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କରିଥିଲେ | ଉନବିଂଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀରେ ଜୟୀରାଜଗୁରୁ, ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ମାଧବଚନ୍ଦ୍ 
ରାଉତରାୟ ଓ କ୍ୃତ୍ତିବାସ ପାଟଶାଣୀଙ୍କ ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ଯେଉଁ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସଂଘଠିତ ହୋଇଥଲା ତାହା ଇଂରେଜ 
ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଆଖୁରୁ ନିଦ ହଜାଇ ଦେଇଥଲା ! ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଦଳବେହେରା ବଂଶଜ ନରସିଂହ ରାଉତରାୟ ଓ 
ନାରାୟଣ ରାଉତରାୟ ଖୋରଧା ଗଜପତି ରାଜାଙ୍କର ସୈନ୍ୟାଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷ ଥଲେ | ଗଜପତିଙ୍କ ସାମ୍ରାଜ୍ୟରେ ତାପଙ୍ଗର 
ଏକ ସ୍ବତନ୍ତ୍ର ସମ୍ମାନାସ୍ତଦ ସ୍ଥାନ ଥଲା । 


ଦୂତ ଯାଇ ଜଣାଇଲା ଗଜପତି ପାଶ, 
ଯବନମାନେ ମିଳିଣ ରାଜ୍ୟ କଲେ ନାଶ । 
ତାହା ଶୁଣି ଗଜପତି ଅତି କୋପଭରେ, 
ଦୂତ ପେଶାଇଲେ ଗଡ଼ ତାପଙ୍ଗକୁ ଖରେ | 


ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଗଡ଼ୁ ଡକାଇ ନେଲେ ବେନିବୀର, 
ନାରାୟଣ ରାଉତରା ନାମ ଯେ ତାଙ୍କର ! 


ନାରାୟଣ ରାଉତରାଙ୍କର ସାନ ଭାଇ, 
ନରସିଂହ ରାଉତରା ନାମ ଯେ ଅଟଇ | 


ଯବନବଳଙ୍କ ସଙ୍ଗେ ଘୋର ରଣକଲେ, 
ହାରିଣ ଯବନ ଏଣେ ତେଣେ ପଳାଇଲେ | 


ନାରାୟଣ ରାଉତରାଙ୍କ ନାମ ଅନୁସାରେ, 
ନାରାୟଣ ଗଡ଼କୁ ସେ ବସାଇଲେ ଖରେ l 
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~~ ~~ 


ବକସି ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କ ଫିରିଙ୍ଗ ଧରିଣ, 
ଫାଶୀ ଖୁଣ୍ଟରେ ତାହାଙ୍କୁ ଦେଲେ ଝୁଲାଇଣ । 


ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଫାଶୀ ପାଇବା କଥା ମହତାବ ପ୍ରଭୁତି ବହୁ ଏତିହାସିକ ମଧ୍ଯ ଲେଖୁଛନ୍ତି, ବକ୍ସିଙ୍କ ଅଜ୍ଞାତବାସ 
ଏହାର କାରଣ ହୋଇପାରେ । 


ଫିରିଙ୍ଗ ସେନା କର ଆଦାୟ ପାଇଁ ଗଡ଼ ତାପଙ୍ଗର ଚିନ୍ତାମଣି ରଣସିଂହଙ୍କ ଦୁଆରେ ପହଞ୍ଚଲେ । 
ରଣସିଂହଙ୍କର ସ୍ତ୍ରୀ ହାରାମଣି କହିଲା, ˆ “ ବୋଇଲା କିଏରେ ତୁମ୍ଭେ ଅଟରେ ପାମର | ' ପିଅନ କହିଲା ଆମେ 
କର ଆଦାୟ ପାଇଁ ଆସିଛୁ । 


ଏହା ଶୁଣି ରଣସିଂହଙ୍କ ସ୍ତ୍ରୀ କହିଲେ - 


ଏହା ଶୁଣି ବୀର ନାରୀ କରଇ ଉତ୍ତର, 
ଘରେ ପ୍ରବେଶିଲେ ତୁମ୍ଭେ କାଟି ଦେବି ଶିର । 


ଆମ୍ଭରାଜା ମାଧବ ଯେ ନେଉଛନ୍ତି କର, 
ଫିରିଙ୍ଗି ଅଟଇ ପୁଣ କେବଣ ପାମର | (୧୧୧/୧୧୨) 


ଏଖବର ପାଇ ସାମନ୍ତ ମାଧବଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଗୋବର୍ଵନ ବୈରୀଗଞ୍ଜନ ଆସି ଆଦେଶ ଦେଲେ ' ଘଉଡ଼ାଇ 
ମାର” । 

ଭୟ ପାଇ ଗୋରା ସୈନ୍ଯ ବେଗେ ପଳାଇଲେ, 

ଗୋଡ଼ାଇଣ ବୀରମାନେ ତାହାଙ୍କୁ ମାଇଲେ । 


ଦଳାଇ ଗୋବର ଧନ ବଇରିଗଞ୍ଜନ, 
ବନ୍ଧୁକ ଟିପି ମାରିଲା ଦୁଇ ଗୋରା ସୈନ୍ୟ ॥ ( ୧୨୧-୧୨୨) 


ଏ ଖବର ଖୋର୍ଧା ସାହେବ ଶୁଣି କଟକ ସୈନ୍ଯ ପାଇଁ ଲେଖୁଲେ । କର୍ଣ୍ଣେଲ୍‌ ହାର୍‌କୋଟଙଙ୍କ 
ଅଧୂନାୟକତ୍ଵରେ ସୈନ୍ୟ ଆସି ତାପଙ୍ଗକୁ ପତ୍ରଦେଲେ - 


ଯୁଦ୍ଧେ ଯାହାକୁ ହାରିଲା ଗଜପତି ରାଣ, 
ତା” ସଙ୍ଗେ ବିବାଦ ତୁମ୍ଭେ ହୁଅ କି କାରଣ | 


ଜୀବନର ଆଶାଥଲେ ଆମ କର ଦିଅ, 
ଶରଣ ପଶିଣ ବେଳେ କ୍ଷମା ମାଗି ନିଅ | ( ୧୩୫/୧୩୬) 


ତାହା ଶୁଣି ଦଳବେହେରା ବୀର ଦର୍ପରେ କହିଲେ - 


ବୋଇଲେ କେବେ ହେଁ ଆମ୍ଭେ ନ ଦେବୂଟି କର, 
ମରିବୁ ପଛେ ସମର କରିବୁ ନିକର | ( ୧୩୯) 


ଯୁଦ୍ଧର ଅବ୍ୟବହିତ ପୂର୍ବେ ସାମନ୍ତ ହସ୍ତେଶ୍ବରୀଙ୍କୁ ପୁଜାକଲେ । ଦେବୀ ସ୍ବପ୍ନରେ କହିଲେ - 
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ରାତ୍ରଅର୍ଵେ ମହାଦେବୀ ସ୍ବପ୍ନରେ କହିଲେ, 
କିଛି ଭୟ ନାହିଁ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ କର ତୁମ୍ଭେ ଭଲେ | (୧୫୨) 


ପୁରୀ ଗଜପତିଙ୍କ ଆଦେଶ ପାଇଁ ଯିବାବେଳେ ସେ କହିଲେ - 
ପାଞ୍ଚ ଖର୍ବ ସୈନ୍ୟ ମୋର କରିଣ ନିପାତ, 


~~ ~~ 


ରାଜ୍ୟ ଛଡ଼ାଇ ଫିରିଙ୍ଗି ନେଲା ରାଜ୍ୟ ବିତ୍ତ | 
ଜଳନ୍ତା ଅଗ୍ନିରେ ତୁମ୍ଭେ ପଶୁଛ କିମ୍ପାଇ, 


~~ ~~ 


ରାଉତରାୟ କହନ୍ତି କିଛି ଭୟ ନାହିଁ । 


ହସ୍ତେଶ୍ଵରୀ ଦେବୀ ମତେ ପ୍ରସନ୍ନ ଅଛନ୍ତି, 

ଫିରିଙ୍ଗ ସୈନ୍ଯମାନଙ୍କୁ ଦେବେ ସେ ନିପାତି । 

ଏହା ଶୁଣି ଗଜପତି ସନ୍ତୁଷ୍ଟ ହୋଇଲେ, 

ସେନାପତି ଶାଢ଼ିତାଙ୍କ ମସ୍ତକେ ବାନ୍ଧିଲେ | ( ୧୭୦-୧୭୯) 

ରାଜା ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କ ତାଙ୍କ ସହ ପଠାଇଲେ, ଦଳବେହେରା ଆସି ୧୮୨ ୭ ଜୁନ୍‌ ୨୪ରେ ମଳିପଡ଼ାଗଡ଼, 
ନରଣଗଡ଼, କାଇପଦରଗଡ଼, ରଥୀପୁରଗଡ଼, ଦଧମାଛ ଗାଡ଼ିଆଗଡ଼ ବଙ୍ଗଦା, ଝଙ୍କିଝାରୀଗଡ଼ ଓ ଅଣ୍ଡାର ସମସ୍ତ 
ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ସଂପୃକ୍ତ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିମାନଙ୍କୁ ଓ ଅନ୍ୟାନ୍ୟ ଦଳେଇ ଦଳବେହେରା କରଣମାନଙ୍କୁ ଡକାଇ ହସ୍ତେଶ୍ବରୀ ଦେବୀଙ୍କ 
ନିକଟରେ ଏକତ୍ରିତ ହେଲେ । 


ସାତ ଦଳବେହେରା ଯେ ଚାଳିଶ ଦଳାଇ, 
ପାଞ୍ଚକରଣ ପାଖକୁ ଦୂତଗଲେ ତହି । (୧୮୭) 


ସୈନ୍ଯ ସାମନ୍ତମାନଙ୍କ ତଦାରଖ ଦାୟିତ୍ଵରେ ଝିଙ୍କଝାରୀ କରଣ ରହିଲେ | ଦଳବେହେଗରାଙ୍କ ସ୍ତ୍ରୀ 
ଇନ୍ଦୁମତୀ ସୈନ୍ୟାଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷଙ୍କ ଗଳାରେ ଫୁଲହାର ଓ କପାଳରେ ସିନ୍ଦୁର ଚନ୍ଦନ ଦେଲେ | 


କେଉଁ କେଉଁ ଗଡ଼ରୁ ଦଳାଇ ପାଇକମାନେ ଆସିଲେ ତା'ର ସମ୍ୟକ ସୂଚନା ଦିଆଯାଇଅଛି | 


ମଳିପଡ଼ା ନାରାୟଣ ଗଡ଼ରୁ ଦଳାଇ, 
ପାଇକ ସୈନ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କୁ ସଙ୍ଗତରେ ନେଇ । 


ରାମଚଣ୍ଡୀଗଡ଼ୁ ଯେ ଆସିଲେ ସୈନ୍ଯବଳ, 
ଦଳାଇ ଦଳପତି ଯେ ଅଛନ୍ତି ସଙ୍ଗର | 


ସଢ଼ାଇଗଡ଼ର ପାଇକ ହୋଇଲେ ବାହାର, 
ନାନାଦି ବୀର ବାଜାକୁ ବଜାଇ ଆଗର | 


ପ୍ରଧାନ ପାଇକମାନେ ଛତ୍ରମାଗଡ଼ର, 
ଦଳାଇମାନେ ଅଛନ୍ତି ସଙ୍ଗତେ ତାଙ୍କର |! 
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ରଥୀପୁର ଗଡ଼ର ଯେ ମହାଯୋବଦ୍ଧା ଥିଲେ, 
ସୈନ୍ଯ ସେନାପତି ଧରି ବାହାର ହୋଇଲେ । 


ପଶ୍ଚିମ କାଇପଦର ଗଡ଼ର ପାଇକ, 
ଯୁଦ୍ଧକୁ ବାହାର ହେଲେ ହୋଇଣ ଉସତ୍ତୁକ | 


ଦଧୂମାଛ ଗାଡ଼ିଆର କରଣ ମୌସୁମ, 
ନିଜ ନାମ ତାଙ୍କର ଯେ ଶ୍ରୀ ମଧୁସୂଦନ । 


ବଙ୍ଗିଦାକଞ୍ଚଲ ଝିଙ୍କିଝାରୀରକରଣ, 
ଅଣ୍ଡାରୁ ବେଗେ ଆସିଲେ ଶ୍ରୀ କୋଠକରଣ । 


ମହାବଳବାନ ଝିଙ୍କଝାରୀର କରଣ, 
ଧନୁର୍ଜୟ ଶ୍ରୀଚନ୍ଦନ ଅଟେ ତାଙ୍କ ନାମ । 


ତାପଙ୍ଗର କାଣ୍ଡଗୋଦା ପଡ଼ିଆଠାରେ 
ସମସ୍ତେ ଏକତ୍ରିତ ହୋଇଥିଲେ । 


ଉତ୍ତରରେ ନୀଳକଣ୍ଠ ପୂର୍ବେ ସାଳେଶ୍ବର, 
ପୂର୍ବ ଦକ୍ଷିଣ କୋଣେ ନୀଳକଣ୍ଠ ମନ୍ଦିର 


ପଶ୍ଚିମେ ଶ୍ରୀ ହସ୍ତେଶ୍ବରୀ ଦେବୀଙ୍କ ଆସ୍ଥାନ, 
ଯୁଦ୍ଧସ୍ଥଳୀ ଏହି ହେଲା ଘେନ ବୁଧଜନ । ( ୨୧୦) 


(Fea CCN-906¢) 


ସମସ୍ତ ସୈନ୍ୟ ଗୁପ୍ତ ଅସ୍ତ୍ରାଗାରକୁ ଯାଇ ଯେଝା ପସନ୍ଦର ଅସ୍ତ୍ରଶସ୍ତ୍ର ବାଛିନେଲେ । ଏଣେ ସାମନ୍ତ 
ମାଧବଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ବୀରବେଶ ହୋଇ ଯୁଦ୍ଧକୁ ବାହାରିଲେ - 


ମସ୍ତକରେ ପଗଡ଼ି କର୍ଣ୍ଣଠରେ ବୀରବଲି, 
କରରେ କଙ୍କଣ ବକ୍ଷ ସ୍ଥଳେ ରତ୍ନ ମାଳି । 


କନ୍ଧେ ସୁନା ପଇତା ଅଙ୍ଗୁଷ୍ଠେ ସୁନାମୁଦି, 
ପୟରେ ଅନର୍ଗଳ ତୋଡ଼ର ଦେଲେ ବାନ୍ଧି | 


ନୃସିଂହ କବଚ ନେଇ ବାନ୍ଧିଲେ ବାହୁରେ, 
ତାଙ୍କ ଭାର୍ଯ୍ୟା ଇନ୍ଦୁମତୀ ହରଷ ଅନ୍ତରେ । 


ନାନାପୁଷ୍ପମାଳ ନେଇଗଳାରେ ଖଞ୍ଜିଲେ, 
ବିଜୟ ସିନ୍ଦୁର ଟୀକା ମସ୍ତକରେ ଦେଲେ | 


ଶୁଭ ଅନୁକୂଳେ ଦାସୀ ପରିବାରୀ ଘେନି, 
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ହର୍ଷେ ହୁଳହୁଳି ଦେଲେ ଅହିଅ କାମିନୀ | 


ବୋଲନ୍ତି ଅସୁର ଫିରିଙ୍ଗିକୁ ବେଗେ ମାର, 
ବୀର ମର୍ଯ୍ୟାଦାରେ ଯଶ ଉଡ଼ାଅ ମହୀର । 


(9 Ce#-990) 
ହସ୍ତୀର ଉପରେ ଯାଇ ବେଗେ ସେ ବସିଲେ, 
ଦଳାଇ ପାଇକମାନେ ବାହାର ହୋଇଲେ । ( ୨୨୯) 


ଅନ୍ୟ ଦଳାଇ ଦଳବେହେରାମାନେ ମଧ୍ଯ ତାଙ୍କ ସଙ୍ଗେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧକୁ ବାହାରିଲେ - 


ଦଳାଇ ଗୋବର୍ଵନ ବଇରି ଗଞ୍ଜନ, 
ବୀର ବେଶ ଧରି ବାହାରିଲେ ତତ୍କ୍ଷଣ । 


ହସ୍ତେ ଖଣ୍ଡା ଧରି ହେଲେ ପରଚଣ୍ଡା, 
ତାଙ୍କ ସଙ୍ଗେ ଛନ୍ତି ତାଙ୍କ ନବଭାଇ ଭେଣ୍ଡା | 


ଦଳାଇ ଭାଗୀରଥୀ ଯେ ବାହାର ହୋଇଲେ, 
ବିବିଧ ବୀରବେଶରେ ହରଷ ଅନ୍ତରେ । 


ଅଶ୍ଵପୂଷ୍ଠେ ବେଗେ ଆସିକଲେ ଆରୋହଣ, 
ରୂପ ଦିଶିଲା ତାଙ୍କର କାର୍ଭିକ ସମାନ । 


ପ୍ରତାପସିଂହ ପ୍ରତାପେ ହୋଇଲେ ବାହାର, 
ବେନି କରେ ଶୋଭା ପାଉଅଛି ଧନୂୁଶର | ( ୨୨୫-୨ ୨୮) 


ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କର ଦୁଇଶହ ଅଶ୍ଵାରୋହୀ ସାତଶହ ପଦାତିକ, କଲୋନେଲ ହାର୍କୋଟଙ୍କ ଅଧୀନରେ 
ରହି ଯୁଦ୍ଧ କରୁଥିଲେ, ଯୁଦ୍ଧର ପ୍ରଥମ ଦିନ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ ପକ୍ଷରୁ ଏକଶହ ପନ୍ଦର ଜଣ, ଦ୍ବିତୀୟ ଦିନ ଉଭୟ 
ପଟରୁ ୮୦ ଜଣ ମୃତ୍ୟୁମୁଖରେ ପଡ଼ିଲେ ( ୧୮ ୨୭ ଜୁନ୍‌ ୨୭) | ଯୁଦ୍ଧର ତୃତୀୟ ଦିବସରେ କର୍ଣ୍ଣେଲ 
ହାରକୋଟଙ୍କ ଗୁଳି ମାଡ଼ରେ ଧନଞ୍ଜୟ ଦଳାଇ ବୀରଗତି ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ହେଲେ | ଏହି ସମୟରେ ସାମନ୍ତଙ୍କର ଜଣେ 
ବିଶ୍ଵସ୍ତ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତି ମଉସୁମ କରଣ (ମଧୁସୁଦନ) ଇଂରେଜଙ୍କ ପଟକୁ ଯାଇ ସମସ୍ତ ଗୁପ୍ତ ଖବର ଜଣାଇଦେଲା, 
ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାର ତାକୁ ନିଷ୍କର ଜାଗିରୀ ଦେବାକୁ ପ୍ରତିଶ୍ରତି ଦେଲେ | ମଉସୁମ ଜଣାଇ ଦେଲା ଯେ ଶ୍ରୀସାମନ୍ତ 
ମଙ୍ଗଳବାର ଅସ୍ତ୍ରଧାରଣ କରନ୍ତି ନାହିଁ | ଏଇ ସୁଯୋଗରେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ କଲେ ଫଳଲାଭ ହେବ, ପରେ ଘୋର ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ 
ପଞ୍ଚାଅସି ଜଣ ଗୋରା ସୈନ୍ୟ ମଲେ । ଫପିରିଙ୍ଗ ସୈନ୍ୟ ପଛଘୁଞ୍ଚା ଦେଲେ | ଇଂରେଜମାନେ କ୍ରୋଧରେ 
ରାତ୍ରିରେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ କରିବାରୁ ଦେବୀ ହସ୍ତେଶ୍ଵରୀ ବୀରବେଶ ହୋଇ ମାୟା ମାଧବ ରୂପରେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ଅବତୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ 


ହେଲେ | କର୍ଣ୍ଣେଲ ଏହା ଦେଖୁ କ୍ରୋଧରେ - 


ମାୟା ମାଧବକୁ କୋପେ ବନ୍ଧୁକ ଟିପିଲା, 
ବାମ ପାଶେ ବାଜି ଗୁଳି ରକତ ବହିଲା ॥୩ ୨୮॥ 
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ଏହା ଦେଖୁ ଗୋରା ସୈନ୍ୟ ଜୟ ଜୟ କରି, 

ପାଇକ ସୈନ୍ୟଙ୍କ ମଧେ ପଡ଼ିଗଲା ହୁରି ॥୩ ୨ ୪॥ 
ଏହିଦିନ ସେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ଏକଶ ଅସୁର, 

ମଲେ ହେଁ ତିଳେ ଶୋଚନା ନାହିଁଟି ତାଙ୍କର ॥୩୩୦॥ 


ଗୋରା ସୈନ୍ୟ ଜୟ ପତାକା ଉଡ଼ାଇଣ, 
ମାଧବ ମଲା ବୋଲି ହୋଇଲେ ହର୍ଷମନ ॥୩୩ ୧॥ 


ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ଦେଖକରି ଗଲେ ଯେଝା ଠଣାପାଶ, 

କର୍ଣ୍ଣେଲ ପେଶିଲା ଚାର ସାହେବର ପାଶ ॥୩୩ ୨॥ 
ସାହେବ ପାଖରେ ଥାଇ ମୁସୁମ ଏସବୁ ଶୁଣି ସାହେବକୁ କହିଲା- 
ବୋଇଲା ମାଧବ କେବେ ନ ମରିଛି ରଣ, 
ଦେବୀର ମାୟା ଏସବୁ ହୋଇଛି ଘଟଣ ॥୩୩୬॥ 
ସେହିଦିନ ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ - 

ଅନେକ ଅସୁର ସୈନ୍ୟ ହୋଇଲେ ସଂହାର, 
ରାଉତରାୟଙ୍କ ତେଜ ମହାଭୟଙ୍କର ॥୩୫ ୦॥ 
ଅସୁର ସୈନ୍ୟ ଯେ ଆଉ ସହି ନପାରିଲେ, 
ପଛଘୁଞ୍ଚା ଦେଇ ସବୈପଳାୟନ କଲେ ॥୩୫ ୧॥ 
ମଉସୁମ ସାହେବକୁ କହିଲା - 

ଅସ୍ତ୍ରାଗାର ଦଖଲ ସେ ଦେବୀର ଅନ୍ୟାୟ, 

କଲେ ନିଶ୍ଚେ ଆମ୍ଭ ପକ୍ଷ ହୋଇବଟି ଜୟ ॥୩୫ ୨॥ 


ତେଣୁ ଅସ୍ତ୍ରାଗାର ଦଖଲ ପାଇଁ ଗରଲିଆଙ୍କ ସେନାପତିତ୍ଵରେ ତିନିଶହ ସୈନ୍ୟ ଯାଇ ଅସ୍ତ୍ାଗାରରେ ଅଗ୍ନି 
ସଂଯୋଗ କରି ଧ୍ଵଂସ କରିଦେଲେ | 

ଏହାପରେ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ଗୋଳାରେ, 

ଗୋରକ୍ତ ଗୋଳାଇ ଗୁଳି ଫିଙ୍ଗଲେ ସେ ଖରେ ॥୩୮ ୫॥ 

ଦେଖକରି ହସ୍ତେଶ୍ବଵରୀ ଆଡ଼ ହୋଇଗଲା, 

ମନେ ଭାବିଲା ଯେ କାଳ ବିପରୀତ ହେଲା ॥୩୮୬॥ 

ଶହେ ପାଇକ ସୈନ୍ୟଙ୍କୁ କରିଣ ସଂହାର, 

ଜୟ ପତାକା ଉଡ଼ାଇ ଚାଲିଲେ ଅସୁର ॥୩୮୮॥ 


ଦଳବେହେରା ଦେବୀଙ୍କ ନିକଟରେ ଶୟନ କାଳରେ ସ୍ଵପ୍ନ ଦେଖୁଲେ ଦେବୀ ତାଙ୍କୁ କହୁଛନ୍ତି - 
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କହୁଛନ୍ତି ଆରେ ପୁତ୍ର ଆଉ ରକ୍ଷା ନାହିଁ, 
ଅସୁରମାନେ ଅନ୍ୟାୟ କଲେ ମୋହ ପାଇଁ ॥୪୦ ୧॥ 


ଅସୁର ବୁଦ୍ଧି ତାଙ୍କର ନାହିଁ ବୁଦିଜ୍ଞାନ, 

ଆଉ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ନ କରିଣ ହୁଅ ତୁ ଗୋପନ ॥୪୦ ୨॥ 
ଏହାପରେ ଶ୍ରୀସାମନ୍ତ ସମସ୍ତଙ୍କୁ ଡକାଇ - 

ସ୍ଵପ୍ନ ଚରିତ ସବୁ ବୁଝାଇ କହିଲେ, 

ଆଉ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ନକରିବା ଦେବୀ ଆଜ୍ଞା ଦେଲେ ॥୪୦୪॥ 


ରାତ୍ର ନ ପାଉଣୁ ଫେରି ଯାଅ ସର୍ବସୈନ୍ୟ, 
ମୁହିଁ ଯାଇ ଗୋପନରେ ରହିଥିବି ଜାଣ ॥୪୦ ୫॥ 


ଏହାଶୁଣି ଦୁଃଖ ମନେ ସର୍ବେ ଚଳିଗଲେ, 

କି କଲୁ କି କଲୁ ମଉସୁମ ଯେ ବୋଇଲେ । 
ଗଡ଼ରେ ନାରୀମାନେ ଯେ କରନ୍ତି ରୋଦନ, 

ପଛେ ଗୋଡ଼ାବନ୍ତି କୁଳ ମର୍ଯ୍ୟାଦା ଭୁଲିଣ ॥୪୦୮॥ 


ବୁଝାଇଣ କହିଲେ ଯେ ସେ ମାଧବ ବୀର, 
ଗୁପ୍ତେ ରହି ବୂଝୁଥିବି ସବୂ ସମାଚାର ॥୪୦ ୯॥ 


କାଳ ଆସି ବିପରୀତ ହୋଇଲାଟି ଜାଣ, 
ମଉସମ ଭିଆଇଲା ଏସବୁ କାରଣ ॥୪୧ ୦॥ 


ନାନା କଥା କହି ତାଙ୍କୁ ବିଦାୟ କରିଲେ, 
ବୀରବେଶ ଛାଡ଼ି ବେଗେ ବନସ୍ତେ ପଶିଲେ ॥୪୧ ୧॥ 


ସେଠାରୁ ଯାଇ ତାଙ୍କ ଶଶୁର ଘର ବଡ଼ପାରି ଭ୍ରମରବର ରାୟଙ୍କ ଘରେ ଗୁପ୍ତରେ ରହିଲେ । ଫିରିଟି 
ସୈନ୍ୟମାନେ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ପଡ଼ିଆରେ କାହାକୁ ନଦେଖମ ସାହେବକୁ ଯାଇ କହିଲେ । 


ଶୁଣିକରି ସାହେବ ଯେ ସନ୍ତୋଷ ହୋଇଲା, 
ମଉସୁମେ ଡାକି ବହୁ ପୁରସ୍କାର ଦେଲା ॥୪ ୨ ୨॥ 


ବହୁ ବୃତ୍ତି ନିଷ୍କର ଯେ ତାଙ୍କୁ ଛାଡ଼ିଦେଲା, 
ନିମକ ହାରାମ ତହିଁ ଦରଜ ସେ କଲା ॥୪ ୨୩॥ 


ପରେ ତାପଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼ର ଲୋକମାନେ ଭୟରେ କର ଦେଇଦେଲେ | ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ପରେ ଚିଲିକାକୂଳରେ 
ଲୁଣ ମାରୁଥିବା ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଙ୍କ ଉପରେ ଅତ୍ୟାଚାର କଲେ, ଏହାଜାଣି ଶ୍ରୀସାମନ୍ତ ଗୁପ୍ତରେ ଆସି- 


ବନ୍ଧୁକ ଉଠାଇ ରାଗେ ବେଗେ ଟିପି ଦେଲେ, 
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ସୁବାଦାର ଜମାଦାର ଦୁହିଙ୍କୁ ମାରିଲେ ॥୪୩୪॥ 


ବହୁ ଅନୁସନ୍ଧାନ ପରେ ପାଞ୍ଚ ଦିନ ପରେ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ ଜାଣିଲେ ଯେ ଏ କାମ ମାଧବର ଅଟେ । 
ମଉସୁମ କହିଲା ଏହା ସତ୍ୟ ସେ ତା'ର ଶଶୁର ଘର ବଡ଼ପାରି ଭ୍ରମରବର ରାୟଙ୍କ ଘରେ ଗୁପ୍ତରେ ରହିଛି | 
ସାହେବ ବଡ଼ପାରିକୁ ସୈନ୍ଯ ପଠାଇ ସେଠାରେ ତାଙ୍କୁ ପାଇଲେ ନାହିଁ । 


ଦୀର୍ଘ ଦିନଗଲା ପରେ ଦିନେ ଶ୍ରୀସାମନ୍ତ ଜଙ୍ଗଲରେ ଏକାକୀ ବସିଥବା ସମୟରେ ଜନୈକ ବୃଦ୍ଧ 
କୈବର୍ର ତାଙ୍କ ଭେଟି ତାପଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼କୁ ରାସ୍ତା କେଉଁଠି ବୋଲି ପଚାରିଲା, କାରଣ ପଚାରିବାରେ ସେ କହିଲା 
ମୋର ଡଙ୍ଗା ଖଣ୍ଡିକ ବୂଡ଼ିଯାଇଛି, ଘର ପୋଡ଼ି ଯାଇଛି | କିଛି ସହାୟତା ମାଗିବା ପାଇଁ ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଦଳବେହେରାଙ୍କ 
ପାଖକୁ ଯାଉଛି । ଏହା ଶୁଣି ଦଳବେହେରା ସୋରଣଗଡ଼ର ସେ କୈବର୍ଭକୁ ନେଇ ଖୋର୍ଧା କଚେରୀରେ 
ପ୍ରବେଶ ହୋଇ କହିଲେ, ˆ ' ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଦଳବେହରା ମୁହିଁ ଅଟେ ଜାଣ” ? | ଏ ଲୋକଟି ମତେ ଧରି ଆଣିଛି | 
ମୋତେ ଧରିଦେଲେ ଯେଉଁ ପୁରସ୍କାର ଦେବାକୁ ଘୋଷଣା କରିଛ ତାକୁ ଦିଅ । ସାହେବ ଏ ଦୁହିଙ୍କୁ ନଜର 
ବନ୍ଦିରେ ରଖ ଧୀବର ବୁଢ଼ାଠାରୁ ସମସ୍ତ ବୁଝି ଉପର ହାକିମକୁ ଚିଠିଦେଲେ | ହାକିମ ସବୁ ବୁଝି ଏପରି ମହାନ୍‌ 
ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଙ୍କୁ ମୁକ୍ତ କରିଦେବାକୁ ଲେଖୂଲେ; 


ୟାକୁ ଦଣ୍ଡ ଦେଲେ ଖେର୍ଵା ଶାନ୍ତ ନ ହୋଇବ, 
ପୁଣି ଗଣ୍ଡଗୋଳ ଆସି ଉପସ୍ଥିତ ହେବ । 


ଛାଡ଼ି ଦିଅ ତାହାକୁ ଯେ ବୁଝାଇ ଶୁଝାଇ, 
ସାହେବ ଯେ ସେହି ଛାଡ଼ ପତରକୁ ପାଇ | 


ଛାଡ଼ିଦେଲେ ମାଧବଙ୍କୁ ବହୁ ବୁଝାଇଣ, 
ଆନନ୍ଦ ମନେ ମାଧବ କରିଲେ ଗମନ । 


ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଗଡ଼ରେ ଯାଇ ହୋଇଲେ ପ୍ରବେଶ, 
ଦେଖୁ ନରନାରୀ ବଡ଼ ହୁଅନ୍ତି ହରଷ | 


ଚିରକାଳ ଦୁଃଖୀ ଯେହ୍ନେ ପାଇ ଚିନ୍ତାମଣି, 
ତେସନ ଆନନ୍ଦ ହୁଏ ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଧରଣୀ | 


ଚନ୍ଦ୍ରମାକୁ ଦେଖ ଯେହ୍ନେ ଚକୋରର ମନ, 
ତେସନ ଆନନ୍ଦ ଯେ ଦଳାଇ ଗୋବର୍ଵନ | (୪୮୨-୪୮୭) 


କାବ୍ୟ ଶେଷରେ କବି ନିଜର ପରିଚୟ ପ୍ରଦାନ କରି କହିଛନ୍ତି 


ପୁରୀ ଜିଲ୍ଲା ମଧ୍ଧେ ଅଟେ ସାନପୁଟଗଡ଼, 
ତହିଁର ମଧ୍ୟରେ ବାସ ଅଟଇ ମୋହର | 


ଶ୍ରୀ ମଧୁସୂଦନ ବିପ୍ର ଅଟେ ମୋର ନାମ, 
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ବେଲେଶ୍ଵର ଦେବଙ୍କୁ ମୁଁ କଲି ଆରାଧନ । 

ତାଙ୍କ ନାମ ଚିନ୍ତି ମୁହିଁ କରଇ ଲିଖନ, 

ଶିବ ଗଉରୀ ଯେ ମୋତେ ହେଲେ ପରସନ । 

ଶେଷରେ ଗଡ଼ ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଯୁଦ୍ଧକୁ ଲେଖୁଲି, 

ଚାରିଦିନ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ମୁହିଁ ନିଜେ ଦେଖୁଥୁଲି । 

ଶ୍ରୀସାମନ୍ତ ବନ୍ଦିରୁ ଯେ ହୋଇଲେ ମୁକତ, 

ତାଙ୍କଠାରୁ ବୁଝିଲି ଯେ ସକଳ ବୃତ୍ତାନ୍ତ । 

ବେଲେଶ୍ବର ଦେବଙ୍କର କରୁଣା ହୋଇଲା, 

ତାଙ୍କ କୂପାବଳେ ଲେଖେ ଯାହା ଦୃଶ୍ୟ ହେଲା | 

ବାରଶ ବୟାଳଶ ସାଲେ ଗ୍ରନ୍ଧ ହେଲା ପୂର୍ଣ୍ 

ଶେଷ ପଚିଶ ଦିନ ଯେ ଶୁଭ ହେ ସୁଜନ | (୪୯୦-୪୯୬) 

ଏହି କାବ୍ୟଟି ଏପ୍ରିଲ ୧୮୩୫ରେ ଶେଷ ହୋଇଥଲା | ବାସ୍ତବତା ଓ କଳ୍ପନାର ମଧୁର ସମନ୍୍‌ୟରେ 
କାବ୍ୟଟି ମନୋଜ୍ଞ ହୋଇ ଥୁଲେ ମଧ୍ଧ ତାହା ଏପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ସୁଧୀ ସମାଜର ଦୃଷ୍ପିକୁ ଆସିପାରି ନାହିଁ | 


ସା/-ଝୁଦୁଥୁର, 6ପୋ-ଉମଥୁର (ପଦନ) 
u/a/-eFdll, Ce/aA 
6A +: “N୩9 eENNY EB 


ମାଧବ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ରାଉତରାୟ 
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ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ - କେତେକ ମୌଳିକ ପ୍ରଶ୍ର 
ଡ. ପ୍ରଭାତ ମଲ୍ଲିକ 


ଆସନ୍ତା ୨ ୦୧ ୭ ମାର୍ଚ୍ଚ ମାସରେ ଏତିହାସିକ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ୨୦୦ ବର୍ଷ ପୁରିଯିବ | ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହର 
ପ୍ରଥମ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀ ପୁରିଲା ବେଳକୁ ସମଗ୍ର ପୃଥିବୀରେ ପ୍ରଥମ ବିଶ୍ବଯୁଦ୍ଧର ଘନଘଟା ଛାଇ ରହିଥଲା । ଏହି 
ସମୟରେ ମଧ୍ଯ ରଷରେ ବିପ୍ଲବ ଘଟି ନାଜୀତନ୍ତ୍ରର ପତନ ହେଲା । ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ପ୍ରଥମ ଶହେ ବର୍ଷ 
ପୂରିଲା ବେଳକୁ, ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ସ୍ବତନ୍ତ୍ର ସ୍ଥିତି ମଧ୍ଯ ନଥଲା | ବଙ୍ଗଳାଠାରୁ ଅଲଗୀ ହୋଇଥିଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ବିହାର ସହିତ 
ମିଶିକରି ରହିଥିବା ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଏହି ଯୁଗାନ୍ତକାରୀ ଘଟଣାର ସୃତି ଚାରଣ କରିବା ନିମନ୍ତେ ସଚେତନ ନାଗରିକ 
ସମାଜର ଅଭାବ ନଥିଲା | ୧୯ ୧୭ ମସିହା ବେଳକୁ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ନବ୍ୟ ଶିକ୍ଷିତ ମଧ୍ୟବିତ୍ତ ଗଣ ଉତ୍କଳ ସମ୍ମିଳନୀ 
ଓ ସ୍ଵତନ୍ତ୍ର ଉକ୍କଳ ପ୍ରଦେଶ ଗଠନ ଯୋଜନାରେ ମାତିଥଲେ ! କିନୁ ଉତ୍କଳ ସମ୍ମିଳନୀର ସଭାମଞ୍ଚରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର 
ଦୁର୍ବର୍ଷ ପାଇକ ବୀର କିମ୍ବା ସେମାନଙ୍କ ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ସ୍ଵୃତିଚାରଣ କରାଯାଇଥିବାର କୌଣସି ଦଲିଲ ଦେଖୁବାକୁ 
ମିଳେନାହିଁ । ୧୯ ୧୭ରେ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଭାରତ ବିଭାଗ ସଚିବ ଲର୍ଡ ମଣ୍ଢେଗୁ ଭାରତ ଗସ୍ତରେ ଆସୁଥିବାରୁ 
ସ୍ଵତନ୍ତ୍ର ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଗଠନ ପ୍ରସ୍ତାବ ନେଇ ଉତ୍କଳ ସମ୍ମିଳନୀ ତରଫରୁ ସାତଜଣ ସଦସ୍ୟଙ୍କ ସହିତ ମଧୁବାବୁ କଲିକତା 
ଯାତ୍ରା କରିଥିଲେ ମଣ୍ଢେଗୁ ସାହେବଙ୍କ ସାକ୍ଷାତ କରିବା ନିମନ୍ତେ | ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାରଙ୍କ କଲମ ଗାର ଉପରେ 
ନିର୍ଭର କରୁଥଲା ସ୍ଵନ୍ତ ପ୍ରଦେଶ ଗଠନର ଭାଗ୍ୟ ଓ ଭବିଷ୍ୟତ | ତେଣୁ ଯେଉଁ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ 
ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଅଭିପ୍ରେତ ଥଲା ସେଇ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ସୁପାରିଶ ଲୋଡ଼ୁଥବା ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଜାତି କିପରି 
ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଶତବାର୍ଷିକୀ ପାଳନ କରିଥାନ୍ତା ? ତେଣୁ ବିଡ଼ମ୍ବନାର ବିଷୟ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ପ୍ରଥମ 
ଶତବାର୍ଷିକୀ ପାଳନ ହୋଇପାରିନାହିଁ । 


ପ୍ରଥମ ଶତବାର୍ଷିକୀ ପାଳନ ହୋଇନଥବା ଯେଗୁ ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ଶତବାର୍ଷିକୀ ପାଳନ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଅନେକ ଉତ୍ସାହ 
ଓ ଉଦ୍ଦୀପନା ଦେଖାଯାଉଛି ! ଏଥ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଉଭୟ ସରକାରୀ ଓ ବେସରକାରୀ ସ୍ତରରେ ଅନେକ ସଜବାଜ 
ଆରମ୍ଭ ହୋଇଗଲାଣି । 


ବିଗତ ଦୁଇଶହ ବର୍ଷ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଉପରେ ଅନେକ ପୁସ୍ତକ ରଚିତ ହୋଇଅଛି | ସଭା, 
ସମ୍ପାନ ଓ ଆଲୋଚନା ଚକ୍ରମାନଙ୍କରେ ଅନେକ ଗବେଷଣା ନିବନ୍ଧ ଉପସ୍ଥାପିତ ହୋଇଛି । ତଥାପି ସର୍ବଭାରତୀୟ 
ସ୍ତରରେ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଯେମିତି ଦର୍ଜା ମିଳିବା କଥା ତାହା ମିଳିନାହି । 


ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଦମନରେ ନିଯୁକ୍ତ ହୋଇଥିବା ଞିପନିବେଶିକ ପ୍ରଶାସକ ସାମରିକ ଅଧକାରୀ ଓ 
ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଦେଶୀ ବଚସ୍କର ଗଣ, ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରିଥବା ରିପୋର୍ଟ ବା ବିବରଣୀଗୁଡ଼ିକରେ ଇତିହାସକୁ ବିକୃତ 
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କରିଛନ୍ତି । ସତ୍ୟର କଣ୍ଠରୋଧ କରିଛନ୍ତି । ଅଭିଲେଖାଗାର ମାନଙ୍କରେ ସଂରକ୍ଷିତ ଏହି ଦଲିଲ ଦସ୍ତାବିଜ 
ସହିତ ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକ କଥା, କିମ୍ବଦନ୍ତୀ ଓ ସାହିତ୍ୟିକ ଉପାଦାନକୁ ଆଧାରକରି ସ୍ବାଧୀନୋତ୍ତର ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ବହୁ ବିଜ୍ଞ 
ଏତିହାସିକ, ପ୍ରାଞ୍ ପ୍ରାବନ୍ଧିକ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ବିଷୟରେ ଅନେକ ପୁସ୍ତକ ରଚନା କରିଛନ୍ତି । କିଛି ବୃରିଗତ 
ଏତିହାସିକ ଏହି ବିଷୟବସ୍ତୁ ଉପରେ ଗବେଷଣା କରି ପି.ଏଚ.ଡି. ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ହୋଇଛନ୍ତି ¦ କିନ୍ତୁ ଏହା ସତ୍ତ୍ଵେ ମଧ୍ଯ 
ପାଇକ ବଦ୍ରୋହର ମୌଳିକ ଚରିତ୍ର ଉପରେ ଅନେକ ପ୍ରଶ୍ନବାଚୀ ରହିଯାଇଛି । ଏହି ପ୍ରଶ୍ନଗୁଡ଼ିକ ହେଲା ¬ 


୧) ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କ'ଣ କେବଳ ଏକ ନିର୍ଦ୍ଦିଷ୍ଟ ବର୍ଗ ନା ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଜନସମୁଦାୟର ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଥଲା ? 


୨) ପାଇକ କହିଲେ କ”ଣ କେବଳ ଖଣ୍ଡାୟତ, କ୍ଷତ୍ରିୟ ମହାନାୟକ, ଦଳେଇ, ଦଳବେହେରା ବା 
ସମଭାବାପନ୍ସ ଉଭୟ ଯୁଦ୍ଧଜୀବୀ ଓ କୃଷିଜୀବୀ ଓଡ଼, ଚଷା, ଶୁଦ, ବାଣାୟତ, କାଳେଞମାନଙ୍କୁ ବୃଝାଉଥଲା 


ନା ନିୟମିତ ବା ଅନିୟମିତ ସାମରିକ ସେବାରେ ବାହାଲ ଥୁବା ଜାତି, ବର୍ଣ୍ଣଧର୍ମ ନିର୍ବିଶେଷରେ ଓଡ଼ିଆ 
ଜନସାଧାରଣଙ୍କୁ ବୃଝାଉଥଲା ? 


୩) ଖୋର୍ଵା କୈନ୍ଦ୍ରିକ ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କ”ଣ ଅବିଭକ୍ତ ପୁରୀ ଜିଲ୍ଲା ଭିତରେ ସୀମିତ ରହିଥଲା ନା ସମଗ୍ର 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଏହାର ପ୍ରତିଧ୍ବନି ଅନୁରଣିତ ହୋଇଥଲା ? 


୪) ଚତୁର୍ଥତଃ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କହିଲେ ସାଧାରଣ ଲୋକେ, ଏପରିକି ସଚେତନ ପାଠୁଆ ବର୍ଗ, ଏହି 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ନେତୃତ୍ଵ ନେଇଥିବା ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ବିଦ୍ୟାଧରଙ୍କ ଚିହୁନ୍ତି ବା ବୂଝନ୍ତି । କିନ୍ତୁ ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହରେ 
ଭାଗ ନେଇଥିବା ଅସଂଖ୍ୟ, ଦଳେଇ ଦଳବେହେରା ଓ ସାଧାରଣ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ପରିଚୟ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠିତ 
ହୋଇପାରି ନାହିଁ । କିଏ ଗୋରା ପଲଟଣର ଗୁଳିରେ ମଲା ବା ଗିରଫଦାରୀକୁ ଏଡ଼େଇବା ପାଇଁ ବଣ 
ଜଙ୍ଗଲରେ ଆତ୍ଵ ଗୋପନ କରିଥିବାବେଳେ ବାଘ ଭାଲୁ ମୁହଁରେ ଗଲା, ଇତିହାସର ଅଳନ୍ଧୁ ଭିତରେ 
ହଜି ଯାଇଥିବା, ଲୁଚି ଯାଇଥୁବା ଏହି ବିସ୍ୃତ ନାୟକମାନଙ୍କର ପରିଚୟ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା ହେବା ଦରକାର । 


୫) ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଅୟମାରମ୍ଭ ହୋଇଥଲା ମାର୍ଚ୍ଚ ୨୯, ୧୮୧୭ ଦିନ ବାଣପୁରଠାରୁ | ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ନିମନ୍ତେ ଭିଭତଭୂମି ଉତ୍ତପ୍ରବାରୁଦ ସ୍ତୂପ ଭଳି ରହିଥ୍‌ବାବେଳେ, ବିସ୍କୋରଣ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଏକ ସୁଲିଙ୍ଗର 
ଆବଶ୍ୟକ ଥିଲା | ମାର୍ଚ୍ଚ ୨୯ ତାରିଖ ଦିନ ଚାରିଶହ କନ୍ଧ ଘୁମୁସର ଅଞ୍ଚଳରୁ ଆସି ବାଣପୁର ଆକ୍ରମଣ 
କରିବାରୁ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ସୂତ୍ରପାତ ହୋଇଥୁଲା | ଏହି କନ୍ଧମାନଙ୍କ ଆଗମନକୁ ଏକ ବିଚ୍ଛିନ୍ନ ଘଟଣା 
ରୂପେ ବିବେଚନା କରାନଯାଇ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ପରିସରଭୁକ୍ତ କରାଯିବା ଆବଶ୍ୟକ | ଏହି ସମୟରେ 
ଘୁମୁସରର ରାଜା ଶ୍ରୀକର ଭଞ୍ଜ ମଧ୍ଯ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କରିଥିଲେ | ତାଙ୍କର 
ସମର୍ଥକ ଥିଲେ ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ଶୃଶୁର ଘର ଶେରଗଡ଼ର ରାଜ ପରିବାର । ତେଣୁ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ସହିତ ଘୁମୁସର ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ସମ୍ପର୍କ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠିତ ହେବା ଆବଶ୍ୟକ | ଘୁମୁସର ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ସମଥନ କରୁଥିବା 
ଶେରଗଡ ଧରାକୋଟ ଓ ପାରଳାଖେମୁଣ୍ଡି ରାଜପରିବାର ଓ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ବୃହତ୍ତର ପାଇକ କୁଳର 
ଅଧ୍ୟୟନ ମଧ୍ଯ ଆବଶ୍ୟକ | ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ପରେ ଗିରଫଦାରୀକୁ ଏଡ଼ାଇବା ନିମନ୍ତେ 
ଗଞ୍ଜାମ ଜିଲ୍ଲାରେ ଆତ୍ସ ଗୋପନ କରିଥୁଲେ । ଏହି ସମୟରେ ଘୁମୁସର ରାଜା ଶ୍ରୀକର ଭଞ୍ଜ ବକ୍ତିଙ୍କୁ 
ପ୍ରଭୂତ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ କରିଥୁଲେ | ୧୭୭୦ରୁ ୧୮ ୧୮ ଦୀର୍ଘ ଦୀର୍ଘ ୪୮ ବର୍ଷ ଧରି ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାରଙ୍କୁ 
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ନାକେଦମ୍‌ କରିଥବା ରାଜା ଶ୍ରୀକର ଭଞ୍ଜଙ୍କୁ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଇତିହାସ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ନ୍ୟାୟୋଚିତ ସ୍ଥାନ 
ଦିଆଯିବା ଦରକାର । 


୬) ୧୮୦୩ ମସିହାରେ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଅଧୟକାରର ପରବର୍ଷ ୧୮୦ ୪ରେ ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କ 
ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ରାଜା ମୁକୁନ୍ଦ ଦେବ ଓ ଜୟକୃଷ୍ଣ ( ଜୟୀ) ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କ ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ଯେଉଁ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ହୋଇଥଲା 
ତାହା କନିକା କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ପରିବ୍ୟାପ୍ତ ହୋଇଥଲା | ଏତିହାସିକମାନେ ଏହାକୁ ପ୍ରତିରୋଧ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନ 
(Resistance movement) ¢ 3K Rebellion (Khurda, Kanika, Kujang) ନାମରେ 
ଅଭିହିତ କରିଛନ୍ତି । ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହରେ ନେତୃତ୍ଵ ନେଇଥିଲେ ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁ ସତ, କିନ୍ତୁ ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ 
ପ୍ରମୁଖ ଭୂମିକା ଗ୍ରହଣ କରିଥିଲେ ଅନେକ ପାଇକ ସର୍ଦ୍ଦାର ଦଳେଇ, ଦଳବେହେରା, ପାଇକ ଓ 
ନାୟକ ଗଣ | ଏହି ପାଇକ ଓ ପାଇକ ସର୍ଦଦାରମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ଅନେକ ପରବର୍ଭୀ କାଳରେ ୧୮୧୭ର 
ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହରେ ଭାଗନେଇ ପ୍ରାଣବଳି ଦେଇଥିଲେ । ଏମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ଗଡ଼ରୋଡ଼ଙ୍ଗର ବକତି 
ଦିଗମ୍ବର ଭୁରୟା, ଖୋରଧାଗଡ଼ର ଉତ୍ତରକବାଟ ଯୋଗୀନାଥ ହରିଚନ୍ଦନ, ରାମକୃଷ୍ଣ ମଙ୍ଗରାଜ, 
ବଘେଇଟାଙ୍ଗିର ବାଉରୀବନ୍ଧୁ ହରିଚନ୍ଦନ, ହରିଡ଼ା ମଡ଼ାର ବିଶୋଇ ବଂଶ ମେଣ୍ଚାଶାଳର ସାମନ୍ତରାୟ 
ବଂଶ, ବରେଇଟାଙ୍ଗିର ପାଇକ ରାୟ ବଂଶ, ଦାରୁଠେଙ୍ଗର ପିଣ୍ଡିକି ବାହୁବଳେନ୍ଦ୍ର ଖୁଦୂପୁରର ସାମନ୍ତ 
ବିଷ୍ଣୁ ପାଇକରାୟ, ଗଙ୍ଗପଡ଼ାଗଡ଼ର ଦଳବେହେରା ଭ୍ରାତସଯୁଗଳ ଭାଗୁ ହରିଚନ୍ଦନ ଓ ମାଖନ ସିଂହ ଓ 
ପାଇକ ନେତା ଚିତ୍ର ସାମନ୍ତରାୟ, ହରିରାଜ ପୁରର ଦଳବେହେରା, ଜାମୁକୋଳିର ଦଳବେହେରା 
ଇତ୍ୟାଦି ବହୁ ତୁଙ୍ଗନେତାଙ୍କ ନାମ ଉଲ୍ଲେଖ ଯୋଗ୍ୟ | ଏମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ଖୁଦୂପୁରର ବିଷ୍ଣୁ ପାଇକରାୟ 
ଓ କପିଳେଶ୍ଵର ଡିଆଁବାଘକୁ ୧୮୧୭ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଫାଶୀ ଦିଆଯାଇଥୁଲା | ପିଶ୍ଡିକି ବାହୁବଳେନ୍ଦ୍ 
ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସେନାବାହିନୀ ଗୁଳିରେ ପ୍ରାଣ ହରେଇଥଲେ | 


ଉଭୟ ୧୮୦୪ ଓ ୧୮୧୭ ବିଦ୍ରୋହରେ ଏହି ପାଇକମାନେ ମୁଖ୍ୟ ଭୂମିକା ନିର୍ବାହ କରିଥିବାରୁ 
୧୮୦୪ ପ୍ରତିରୋଧ ଆନ୍ଦୋଳନକୁ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଆଦି ପର୍ବ କୁହାଯିବା ଉଚିତ | ୧୮୧ ୭ର ପାଇକ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଥଲା ୧୮୦ ୪ରେ ନିସ୍ତେଜ ହୋଇଯାଇଥିବା ବୈପ୍ଲବିକ ବହିର ପୁନରୁଉଦ୍‌ଗୀରଣ | ତେଣୁ ଉଭୟ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଏକ ନିରବଛିନ୍ନ ଘଟଣା କୁହାଯିବା ଉଚିତ କିମ୍ବା ୧୮୧୭ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ୧୮୦୪ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଏକ 
ଅନୁକ୍ରମ ବା କ୍ରମାନୁବୃତ୍ତି (ଓ୦୩t¡nuity) ର ମାନ୍ୟତା ପ୍ରଦାନ ଆବଶ୍ୟକ | 


୭. ୧୮୨୫ ମସିହାରେ ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ନେଇ କଟକର ବକ୍ତି ବଜାରରେ ଅଟକବନ୍ଦି କରି ରଖୁବା ପରେ 
ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଅବସାନ ଘଟିଥଲା ବୋଲି ଭ୍ରମାତ୍ସକ ଧାରଣା ରହିଛି । କିନ୍ଧୁ ୧୮୨୭ ମସିହାରେ 
ତାପଙ୍ଗ ଗଡ଼ର ସାମନ୍ତ ଦଳବେହେରା ମାଧବ ରାଉତରାୟ ୧୮୩୬ରେ ବାଣପୁର ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ଥବା 
ଅରାଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼ର ଦଳବେହେରା କ୍ୃତ୍ତବାସ ପାଟସାହାଣୀ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ରାଜଶର୍ତି ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ କରିଥିଲେ | 
ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଦମନରେ ଅନୁସୃତ ରକ୍ତ ଓ ଲୌହ ନୀତି (Blood & Iron Policy) 
ପାଇକ ଶକ୍ତିର ମନୋବଳକୁ ଭାଙ୍ଗି ପାରି ନଥଲା | ତେଣୁ ତାପଙ୍ଗ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଓ ୧୮୩୬ର ବାଣପୁର 
ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଓ ୧୮୧୭ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଏହି ତିନୋଟି ବିଦ୍ରୋହରେ ଭାଗ ନେଇଥିବା ନେତା ଓ 
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ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କୁ ଖୋଜି ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରିବା ଆବଶ୍ଯକ | ବାଣପୁର ବିଦ୍ରୋହପରେ ପ୍ରତିବେଶୀ ଘୁମୁସର ଓ 
କନ୍ଧମାଳ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ କମଳ ଲୋଚନ ଡୋରା ବିଷୋୟୀ ଓ ଚକରା (ଚକ) ବିଷୋୟୀଙ୍କ କନ୍ଧ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ମଧ୍ଯ ସଂଘଟିତ ହୋଇଥଲା | ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହରେ ଅନାଦି ଜାନୀଙ୍କ ଭଳି କନ୍ଧ ନେତା ଓ ସର୍ଦଦାରମାନେ 
ଭାଗ ନେଇଥୁବାରୁ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସହ କନ୍ଧ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ମଧ୍ୟ ଅଧ୍ୟୟନ ପରିସରଭୁକ୍ତ କରାଯିବା 
ଆବଶ୍ୟକ | ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ୧୮୫୭ ମସିହାର ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ମାନ୍ୟତା ଦେବାକୁ 
ହେଲେ ମାର୍କବ୍ଲୋଚ୍‌ ଓ ଲୁସିଏନ ଫେବ୍ରିଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠିତ ଆନାଲସ୍‌' ବିଚାରଧାରା (Annals 
School) ଓ ରଣଜିତ ଗୁହାଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଅନୁସୂତ  ସବଅଲ୍ବର୍ଣ” ବିଚାର ଧାରାରେ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ଅନୁଶୀଳନ 
ଦରକାର । 


କେବଳ ଭାବାବେଗରେ ଭାସିଯାଇ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଏକ ଜାତୀୟ ଜାଗରଣ କହିଦେଲେ କେହି 
ଗ୍ରହଣ କରିବେନି । ଇଂରେଜ ଞଓପନିବେଶିକ ଏତିହାସକମାନେ ୧୮୫ ୭ର ମହାନ ଜାଗରଣକୁ ସିପାହୀ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ରୂପେ ଅଖ୍ୟାୟିତ କରି ତା'ର ପରିସରକୁ ସଙ୍କୁଚିତ କରିବାର ଅପଚେଷ୍ଟା କରିଥଲେ । କିନ୍ତୁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ 
ଚିନ୍ତାଧାରାର ବିଜ୍ଞ ବିଦ୍ଧାନମାନଙ୍କ ନିରବଚ୍ଛିନ୍ନ ଗବେଷଣା, ଉପଲବ୍ଧ ତଥ୍ୟଗୁଡ଼ିକର ତାନ୍ତ୍ରିକ ବିଶ୍ଲେଷଣ ଓ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ 
ଅନୁଶୀଳନ ଶେଷରେ ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ଭାରତର ପ୍ରଥମ ମୁକ୍ତି ସଂଗ୍ରାମର ମାନ୍ୟତା ପ୍ରଦାନ କଲା । ଏହି 
ସାମରିକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ପୁଷ୍ଠଭୂମିରେ ଥିବା ସାମାଜିକ, ରାଜନୈତିକ, ସାଂସ୍ତିକ ଓ ସର୍ବୋପରି କୃଷିଗତ ଅସନ୍ତୋଷ 
(Agrarian discontent) ଭଳି ଅନେକ ନୂତନ ଆୟାମ ଉନ୍ମୋଚିତ ହେଲା | 
ଠିକ୍‌ ଅନୁରୂପ ଭାବେ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ସୁବିସ୍ତୃତ ଅଧ୍ୟୟନ ଓ ଅନୁଶୀଳନ ନିମନ୍ତେ ଉଭୟ ସରକାରୀ 
ଓ ବେସରକାରୀ ସ୍ତରରେ ଉଦ୍ୟମ ହେବା ଆବଶ୍ୟକ | ଏହାହିଁ ଏହି ମହାନ୍‌ ଏତିହାସିକ ଘଟଣାର ଦୁଇଶହ ବର୍ଷ 
ପୂର୍ଭିର ଆହ୍ବାନ । 
ଥ/6ସାସିଏଟ୍‌ ଫସର ଓ ମୁଖ, 


ନଚିନ/ସ ଚିଲ/। ଲଛାଚ ମୁଂ ଖା/ସିଜ ମହ/ଚିକ/ଳୟ 
ର/ଜରକେଲ/ 


O 
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ଖୋରଧାର ସମର କୌଶଳ 


ଅଧ୍ଯାପକ ଗୋପାଳକୃଷ୍ଣ ଦାସ 


ପାଇକ ଆଖଡ଼ା ଏକ ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ସମରକଳା |! ଏହା ଏକ ଗଣକୌଶଳ ବିଦ୍ୟା, ସମରାଭ୍ୟାସ କ୍ରୀଡ଼ା, 
ଏହା ଦ୍ଵାରା ଜଣେ ନିଜକୁ ସୁସ୍ଥ ସବଳ କରି ଗଢ଼ିବା ସହିତ ଆତ୍ସରକ୍ଷା କୌଶଳ ଓ ଆକ୍ରମଣ କୌଶଳ, 
ବ୍ୟୁହଭେଦ କୌଶଳ ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ ତାଲିମ ପାଏ | ଯୁଦ୍ଧଯାତ୍ରା ସମୟରେ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ହୃଦୟରେ ବୀରତ୍ବଭାବ 
ସୃଷ୍ଟି, ମନରୁ ଉଦ୍‌ବେଗ ହ୍ରାସ ତଥା ରୋମାଞ୍ଚ ମନୋରଞ୍ଜନ ପାଇଁ ପାଇକ ନୃତ୍ୟ ବା ପାଇକ ଖେଳ ବିଭିନ୍ନ 
ବୀରବାଦ୍ୟ, ସଂଗୀତ ମାଧ୍ୟମରେ ପରିବେଷଣ କରାଯାଉଥିବାରୁ ଏହା ମଧ୍ୟ ବୀର ଶୌର୍ଯ୍ୟରସ ସଂଯୁକ୍ତ ଏକ 
ଲୋକନୃତ୍ୟ । 


ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଗଜପତି ରାଜାମାନଙ୍କ ସୈନ୍ୟବାହିନୀରେ ନିଯୁକ୍ତ ଗଜାରୋହୀ, ଅଶ୍ଵାରୋହୀ, ରଥାରୋହୀ ଓ 
ପଦାତିକମାନେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରକାର ସମରକୌଶଳ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଏ ବିଶାଳ ଭୂଖଣ୍ଡର ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା, ସମ୍ମାନ ଓ ସ୍ବାଭିମାନ 
ରକ୍ଷାକରିପାରିଥିଲେ । ମହାଭାରତ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ଅଶୋକଙ୍କ କଳିଙ୍ଗ ଯୁଵ, ଏରଖାରବେଳ ଓ କପିଳେନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦେବଙ୍କ 
ଦିଗ୍ବିଜୟଠାରୁ ୧୮ ୧୭ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଯାଏ ଏହି ରଣରଙ୍କ ବୀରଜାତିର ଗରିମା ମନପ୍ରାଣରେ ଅପୂର୍ବ 
ଉନ୍ମାଦନା ସୃଷ୍ଟିକରେ । କ୍ରମକ୍ଷୟିଷ୍ଣୁ ଏହି ସମରବିଦ୍ୟାର ବହୁଳାଂଶ ଅଧୁନା ଅବଲୁପ୍ତ ହେଲେ ହେଁ ଗ୍ରାମାଞ୍ଚଳର 
ମୁଷ୍ଟିମେୟ ପାଇକ ଆଖଡ଼ା ଏହାକୁ ବଂଚାଇ ରଖୁବା ଆଶା ଓ ଆଶ୍ଵାସନାର ବିଷୟ | ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରାନ୍ତରେ 
ପାଇକଗୁରୁମାନେ ସ୍ଥାନ ଭେଦରେ ଭିନ୍ନ ଭିନ୍ନ କୌଶଳ ଆପଣେଇ ଥଲେ ହେଁ ସେସବୁ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ସାମ୍ୟ 
ନକ୍ଷ୍ୟଣୀୟ ଆଞ୍ଚଳିକ ଭିତ୍ତିରେ ଏଗୁଡ଼ିକର ନାମ ଭିନ୍ନ ହୋଇଥଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଏକ ପ୍ରକାର କୌଶଳ ପ୍ରାୟତଃ 
ଅବଲମ୍ବନ କରାଯାଏ । 


ସଂପ୍ରତି ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ପରିଲକ୍ଷିତ ପାଇକ ଆଖଡ଼ା ମଧ୍ଯରେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଶାରୀରିକ କୌଶଳ ଦଣ୍ଡବୈଠକ, 
ଶୁନମରା, ପଚାଖେଳ, ଫରିଲାଠି ଖେଳ, ଢାଲତରବାରୀ ଖେଳ, ବାଙ୍କଛୁରୀ ଖେଳ, ମଲ୍ଯୁଦ୍ଧୟ ଗଦାମୁଦ୍ଗର 
ଚାଳନା, ବନାଟି ଖେଳ, ରଣପା, ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ଭୂଇଁ ବିଦ୍ୟା (ପିରାମିଡ ନାଗଫାଶ, କାଣ୍ଡବିନ୍ଧା, ନିଝାମ ଝିଙ୍କା 
ପ୍ରଭୃତି କୌଶଳ ମୂଳ ସ୍ଵରୂପ ହରାଇ କେତେକାଂଶରେ ବଞ୍ଚ ରହିଛି । 


ଦଶ୍ଡବୈଠକ ଖେଳ ପ୍ରାକ୍‌ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତି ପାଇଁ କରାଯାଏ | ଏହା ଦ୍ଵାରା ପାଇକମାନେ ନିଜ ଶରୀରକୁ ଫୁର୍ଭି ଓ 
ହାଲୁକା କରି ସମର ପ୍ରଦର୍ଶନ ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ ହୋଇଥାନ୍ତି । 


ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରକାର ଦଶ୍ଡମରା ଯଥା ¬ ବେଲଦଣ୍ଡ, ଚକ୍ରଦଣ୍ଡ, ପିଠିଛାଟ ଦଣ୍ଡ, ବାହାସ୍ତୋଟ, କୁମ୍ଭୀରଚାଲି, 
ସେଜଳିଆ, ଲହଡିଆ, ଛାତିବାଡ଼ିଆ, ଚାଳତଳିଆ, କୋଳଖିଙ୍କା, ବାଙ୍କଚାହାଣୀ ଓ ବାଘଚଟା, ସିଧାପଲଟା, 
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କାନ୍ଧିପାଲଟା (ଗୋଡ଼ର), ବାହାପାଲଟା, ବିଞଚଣୀ, ପାରାଭଡ଼ା, ଛଟଛଟିଆ, କେଥୁଆ, ମୋତେ, ମହୁତକାଠ 
ପ୍ରଭୃତି ଶାରୀରିକ ପ୍ରଦର୍ଶନ (Physical Demonstration) ଅନୁସାରେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ନାମକରଣ କରାଯାଇଛି । 


ଭୂଇଁବିଦ୍ୟା 


ଏଥୁରେ “ ନାକଲଗା ପ୍ରଥମ ଖେଳ | ତା'ପରେ ବେତ ଚାଲିବା (ହନୁମାନ ଚାଲି) ବେଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼ିଆ, 
କାନ୍ଧିଗଡ଼ିଆ, ଛାତି ଲେଉଟା, ପିଠି ଲେଉଟା, କରଲେଉଟା, ନହୁଣିଆ ପ୍ରଭୃତି ଖେଳ ଦେଖାଯାଏ । ଏଥ ସହିତ 
ଆଡ଼ଟିରା (ଗୋଟିକିଆ ଓ ଯୋଡ଼ିବା) ମୁଣ୍ଡିକା (ଗୋଟିକିଆ ଓ ଯୋଡ଼ିକିଆ), ବେଲମାରିବା, ଆଗଲିଶୁନ୍ୟ 
(Forward Somersault), ପଛଲି ଶୂନ୍ୟ (Bock foot somer sault), ଶୂନ୍ୟଚିରା (Side of 
Somer Sault) ନାଗଫାଶ ପଡ଼ିବା ପ୍ରଭୃତି ରହିଛି | 


ଏହା ହସ୍ତଚାଳନା ଦ୍ଵାରା ଆକ୍ରମଣ ଓ ପ୍ରତିଆକ୍ରମଣର ଏକ କୌଶଳ | ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର ମୁଖ୍ୟଖେଳ 
ଲାଠିଖେଳ । ଏହା ଜଣିକିଆ ଦୁଇ ଜଣିଆ, ତିନି ଜଣିଆ, ୪ ଜଣିଆ କିମ୍ବା ବହୁ ଖେଳାଳୀଙ୍କୁ ନେଇ ମିଳିତ 
ଭାବେ ଖେଳାଯାଏ । ଜଣିକିଆ ଲାଠିଖେଳରେ ଶାସକ ବ୍ୟୁହରଚନା କରି ଲାଠି ଚାଳନାର ବିଭିନ୍ନ କୌଶଳ 
ଦେଖାଇଥାଏ । ପ୍ରତିକୌଶଳ ଚାରି ଦିଗକୁ ପ୍ରଦର୍ଶନ କରେ କିମ୍ବା ପଇଁତରା ବା ଘେର ଦେଇ ବାଡ଼ି ବୁଲାଇଥାଏ | 
ଦୂଇଜଣିଆ ଲାଠି ଚାଳନାରେ ଏକ ଲାଠିକୁ ରୋକ୍‌ ଅସ୍ତ୍ର ଅନ୍ୟ ଲାଠିକୁ ଏରୀ ଅସ୍ତ କୁହାଯାଏ | ମିଳିତ ଲାଠି 
ଖେଳରେ ଜଣେ ପାଇକ ଦୁଇ ବା ତତୋଧ୍ବକ ପାଇକର ଆକ୍ରମଣକୁ ରୋକିଥାଏ । ଶତ୍ସ ଚତୁର୍ଦଦିଗରେ ଘେରି 
ଯାଇଥୁ୍‌ବା ସମୟରେ ଏହି କୌଶଳ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଚତୁର୍ମୁଖୀ ଆକ୍ରମଣରୁ ନିଜକୁ ରକ୍ଷା କରିହୁଏ | ତିନି ପାର୍ଶ୍ବରେ ଶତ୍ତ 
ଘେରି ଯାଉଥିବା ସମୟରେ ପଇଁତରା ମାରି ନିଜର ଉପସ୍ଥିତ ବୁଵ୍ଧି ଦ୍ଵାରା ବ୍ୟୁହ ଭେଦ କରି ଶତ୍ରୁକୁ ଜୟ 
କରିଥାଏ । 


ଅସ୍ତ୍ରବିଦ୍ୟା ରୂପେ ପରିଚିତ ପଟାଖେଳକୁ ଖଡ଼ାବାଡ଼ି ମଧ୍ଯ କୁହାଯାଏ | ଏଥୁରେ ଧାତୁ କିମ୍ବା କାଷ୍ଠ ନିର୍ମିତ 
ପଟାର ଅଗ୍ରଭାଗରେ ତୀକ୍ଷଣ ଲୌହଦଙଣ୍ଡ କିମ୍ବା କାଷ୍ଠ ଦଣ୍ଡ ଲାଗିଥାଏ | ପାଇକ ଗୋଟିଏ ହାତରେ ପଟା ଅନ୍ୟ 
ହାତରେ ଗୋଟିଏ ପାଞ୍ଚଣ ଧରି ଖେଳିଥାଏ | ଦୂଇ ପଟାଖେଳ ପ୍ରଦର୍ଶନକୁ “ ଫିଙ୍ଗା' ଖେଳ କୁହାଯାଏ | ତିନିପା 
ଲୁହାକାଟି ଓ ବେଲଗଡ଼ି ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଫିଙ୍ଗା ଖେଳହୁଏ | ଫିଙ୍ଗା ଖେଳ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ବୁକ୍ପାଟ ଫିଙ୍ଗା, ଅଣ୍ଟାବନ୍ଧା, ଝା, 
ଦ୍ଵି-ଭୂଷା, ଦସି ଓ ହୁଲ, ଯୋଡ଼ି ସଲାମ ହୁଲ ( ଫୁଲତୋଳା) ପ୍ରଧାନ | ଏଥୁ ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ଷୋହଳକାଟ ଓ ବତିଶ ହୁଲ 
ଦର୍ଶନୀୟ ଖେଳ । ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକ ଫିଙ୍ଗା ଖେଳରେ ଘରବାନ୍ଧି ଚାରି ଦିଗକୁ ଖେଳାଉଥବାରୁ ଶତ୍ରୁକୁ ପ୍ରତିହତ 
କରିହୁଏ | 

ପ୍ରଥମେ ପାଇକମାନେ ଭେଟ ବା ସଲାମୀ ରାଜା, ଗୁରୁ, ଗ୍ରାମଦେବତୀ ଓ ଇଷ୍ଟଦେବତାଙ୍କୁ ଅର୍ଘଣ 
କରିବା ପରେ କ୍ରୀଡ଼ାରମ୍ଭ କରନ୍ତି | ପାଇକାଳିରେ ସିଦ୍ଧହସ୍ତ ହେଲେ ଶତ୍ରପକ୍ଷର କୌଣସି ଅସ୍ତ ଆଘତ ଦେଇପାରେ 
ନାହିଁ । ଏପରିକି ଶରଆଦି ଅସ୍ତ୍ର ମଧ୍ୟ ତା ଦେହକୁ ସ୍ପର୍ଶ କରିପାରେ ନାହିଁ । ନୂତନ ଖେଳାଳୀକୁ ପ୍ରଥମେ ବାଡ଼ି 
ବୁଲାଇବା ଶିକ୍ଷା ଦିଆଯାଏ । ବାଡ଼ିଖେଳରେ ସିବ୍ଧ ହସ୍ତ ହେଲେ ଖଣ୍ଡା ଚାଳନା ଶିକ୍ଷା ଦିଆଯାଏ । ପ୍ରାଥମିକ 
ଶିକ୍ଷାରେ ଯେଉଁ ବାଡ଼ି ଓ ଢାଲ ବ୍ୟବହୁତ ହୁଏ, ତାହାର ନିର୍ମାଣ ସ୍ଵତନ୍ତ୍ର ଧରଣର । ବାଡ଼ିର ଆଘାତରୁ କଷ୍ଟ 
ଲାଘବ ପାଇଁ ତା' ଉପରେ ଚମଡ଼ା ଦିଆଯାଇଥାଏ | ଢାଲର ୪ କଣରେ ୪ଟି ବଡ଼ ଲୁହାକଣ୍ଟା (ପ୍ରାୟ ୬” 'ରୁ 
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୮୬) ଓ ମଧ୍ସସ୍ଥଳରେ ଏକ କଣ୍ଟା ଦିଆଯାଇଥାଏ ! ମୁଣ୍ଡକୁ ରକ୍ଷା କରିବା ପାଇଁ ନିଦ୍ଦିଷ୍ଟ ଧରଣର ଟୋପି ସହ 
ପାଦର ତଳ ପାଇଁ ଘୁଙ୍ଗୁର ଘଣ୍ଟିମାଳ ମଧ୍ଯ ବ୍ୟବହୂତ ହୁଏ | ପାଇକ ଭେଶ୍ଡିଆର ଆଖଡ଼ା ଶାଳର ସୀଧନ ରୂପେ 
ଚଉତ, ନଅଣ, ସରୁ ନଅଣ, କମଣ, ସରୁ କମଣ ଆଦି ଷୋଳ ଖଣ୍ଡ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଦିଆଯାଏ । 


ଆଦ୍ୟ ବିଦ୍ୟାରମ୍ଭ ଶିଷ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କ ଗତି ଓ ଚାଲି ଆଙ୍ଗୁଠି ପଞ୍ଚ ଲାଗିବ, ଗୋଲି ଲାଗବନି (ଉପ୍ଲି) ଶିକ୍ଷା 
ଦିଆଯାଏ ବା ଭୁଇଁଦଣ୍ଡ, ଭୂଇଁସାଧନ ଖେଳ ହୁଏ | ଗତି ସାତ ପ୍ରକାର - ଯଥା ୧. ଆକାଶ ଗତି, ୨. ଗୋମୁତର 
ଛନ୍ଦ, ୩. ସିଂହଗତି, ୪. ନାଗିନୀ ଗତି, ୫. ହଂସିନୀ ଗତି, ୬. ମୂଗୁଣୀ ଗତି, ୭. ହସିନୀ ଗତି | 


ଉଫ୍‌ଲି ବା ଚାଲି ପ୍ରାୟ ୧୪୪ ପ୍ରକାର ଅଛି | ଏଥରୁ ଅଧ୍ବକାଂଶ ଅବଲୁପ୍ତ | କେତେକ ଚାଲି ପ୍ରଚଳିତ 
ଥିଲେ ହେଁ ତା'ର ନାମ ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ ଖେଳାଳୀ ଅଞଜ୍ଞ | ପ୍ରାୟ ୧୪/୧ ୫ଟି ଚାଲି ବିଶେଷ ଲୋକପ୍ରିୟ | ସେଥ 
ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ସିଂହ ଡେଗା (ଝାଂପ), ବାଘ ଡେଗା (ଝାଂପ ଦେବା ବା Jପହp), ହରିଣ ଡେଗା, ଘୋଡ଼ା ଦୁମା ଚାଲି, 
ବଗତ୍‌ ବକା ( ବଗଚାଲି), ଖେଳିଆ ଡେଗା, ଝେଟିଆ ମାଜା (ଖଝୁଣ୍ଡାଣ ଚାଲି), ଢିଙ୍କକୁଟା, କୁଲାପାଛୁଡ଼ା, 
ହଳଦିବଟା, ତେଲମଖା, କଡ଼ୁମାଜା ପ୍ରଭୁତି ପ୍ରଧାନ | ଚାଲି ୫ ପ୍ରକାର | 


ପାଇକ ଖେଳ ସାଧାରଣତଃ ତିନି ପ୍ରକାର - ଫଡ଼ିକାର, ପଟାକାର, ଇଟାକାର ! ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକ ବିଭାଗରେ 
ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଖଣ୍ଡାଖେଳ ଅଛି, ଯଥା ଫଡ଼ିରେ :- ୧. ଫଡ଼ି, ୨. ସାନଧପଡ଼, ୩. ଚାରି ବାଡ଼ିଆ, ୪. ଧରା, ୫. 
କୂରୁଚା, ୬. ସରା, ୭. ପେଟିହଣା, ୮. ଅଧାଳିଆ, ୯. ମେଣ୍ାତାଳିଆ, ୧୦. ବଡ଼ଧପଡ଼, ୧୧. ଷଢ଼ 
ଆଗୁଳ, ୧୨. ଚାରିକଣିଆ, ୧୩. ମନଦିଆ, ୧୪. ମାନଚଉତ, ୧୫. କର ଭଅଁର, ୧୬. ଏଗାର 
ବାଡ଼ିଆ । 


୧. ଫଡ଼ି କୌଶଳରେ ଖେଳାଳୀକୁ ବାମରୁ ଡାହାଣକୁ ଆଗୁଆ ହୋଇ ବୁଲିବାକୁ ପଡ଼େ । ଦୁଇ 
ପାଖରେ ଦୁଇ କରେଇ ଓଲଟି ' ଆଡ଼ୁଆଳି” ଦୁଇ ଦିଗରେ ଓ ମଝିରେ “ ପଲୁଟି' ମରାଯାଏ | ଗୋଡ଼ ଟେକି ଏକ 
ପ୍ରକାର (ଅଢୁଆଳି) ଶୂନ ମାରିବାକୁ ଆଡ଼ୁଆଳି ଓ ଠିଆ ହେବା ଅବସ୍ଥାରେ ସମ୍ପୂର୍ଣ ଏକମୁଖା ହୋଇ ଉଡ଼ାଶୂୁନ 
ମାରି ପୂର୍ବ ଭଳି ଠିଆ ହେବାକୁ ପଲ୍ମଟି (ଓଲଟିବା) କୁହାଯାଏ | ଏହିଭଳି  ପଲୁଟି' ମାରି ମାରି ଆଗକୁ ସିଧା 
ଯାଇ ଯାଇ ବାଡ଼ି ବା ଖଣ୍ଡାରେ ନମସ୍କାର କରାଯାଏ । 

୨. ସାନଧପଡ଼ : ପାଇକର ପ୍ରଥମ ଖେଳ । ଏହି ଶୈଳୀରେ ଖେଳାଳୀ ଦ୍ବୟ ଧାଡ଼ି ହୋଇ ସାମ୍ମା 
ଭାବେ ଆଗକୁ ଯାଆନ୍ତି । ଶେଷରେ “ମାନ” ଦେଇ ମଝିକୁ ଆସି ‘ହଇ ହଇ” (ହଳିହଳି) ଯୋଡ଼ି ବାଡ଼ି 
କରନ୍ତି । ତତ୍ପରେ ' ହଇହଇ” ଡାକ ଗେଡ଼ ମୁଣ୍ଡ ବାଡ଼ିଆ ବାଡ଼ି ହୁଅନ୍ତି । ଡାହାଣ ବାଡ଼ି ତଳୁ କାଟି ଅନ୍ୟ 
ପାଇକର ମୁଣ୍ଡ ଉପରେ ଥବା ବାମ ହାତ ବାଡ଼ିକୁ ବାଡ଼େଇବାକୁ ‘ମାନ? କହନ୍ତି । ଏହି ମାନଂକୁ ପସର 
କହନ୍ତି | l 

୩. ଚାରିବାଡ଼ିଆ - ଖେଳରେ ଦୁଇଜଣ ଦୁଇଟି ବାଡ଼ି ଧରନ୍ତି, ଧାଡ଼ି ହୋଇ ପୂର୍ବକୁ ଯାଆନ୍ତି । “ମାନ” 
ଦେଇ ଚାରିବାଡ଼ି ଅର୍ଥାତ୍‌ ଗୋଡ଼ମୁଣ୍ଡ ବାଡ଼େଇ ପୁନଶ୍ଚ ପୂର୍ବ ସ୍ଥାନକୁ ଆସି ଆଉଥରେ “ମାନ ଦେଇ ଚାରିବାଡ଼ି 
ବାଡ଼ାନ୍ତି । 
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୪. ଧରା - କୌଶଳରେ ପାଇକ ଦୟ ଆଗକୁ ଯାଇ “ମାନ” ଦେଇ ବାଡ଼ି କତୁରୀ ପରି ଛେକ କରନ୍ତି 
ଓ ଅନ୍ୟ ପାଇକ ଛକକୁ ହାଣନ୍ତି | ଉପରେ ଠେକ ବା ଠୁକ୍‌ ଦେଇ ତା'ପରେ ତଳେ ଛେଲ ଦେଇ ହାଣକାଟ 
ଲଗାନ୍ତ । ତଳେ ଉଭୟଙ୍କର ବାମ ବାଡ଼ିର ମାଡ଼କୁ  ଛେଲ” ଓ ଉପରେ ମାଡ଼ ‘ଠେକ” ରୂପେ ଜଣା କଥୁତ | 
) ୫. କୁରୁଚାରେ ପାଇକ ଦୟ ଯାଇ ମାନଦେଇ ତଳେ ଏକ ଆଣୁ ପକାଇ ଭଲରେ ଛକ ପକାନ୍ତି | ପୁଣି 
ପୂବସ୍ଥାନକୁ ଆସି ତଦନୁରୂପ କରନ୍ତି, ମଝିରେ ସେହିପରି କରି ତଳ ଉପର ବାଡ଼ି ମାରନ୍ତି । 
୬. ସରାରେ ଦୁଇଜଣ ଯାକ ସମାନ୍ତରାଳ ଭାବେ ସମ୍ମୁଖକୁ ଯାଇ ମାନଦେଇ ବୁଲନ୍ତି, ଉଭୟ ବାଡ଼ି 
ପରସ୍ପରକୁ ଛୁଇଁ ପୂର୍ବ ସ୍ଥାନକୁ ଯାଇ ସେପରି କରନ୍ତି, ମଝିରେ ହୁଏ ହାଣକାଟ | ଏହାକୁ ଘେରା ମଧ୍ଯ କହନ୍ତି । 
୭. ପେଟିହଣା : ଖେଳାଳୀଦ୍ଵୟ ସମାନ୍ତରାଳ ଭାବେ ଯାଇ “ମାନ” ଦେଇ ଦିଗ ପରିବର୍ଭନ କରି 
ମଝିରେ ଆସି “ମାନ! ଦିଅନ୍ତି | ‘ମାନ? ଦେବା ପରେ ପେଟ ଭିତରେ ବହି ଆଣି ମୁଣ୍ଡରେ ବାଡ଼ାନ୍ତି | ଏପରି 
ଦୁଇ ତିନିଥର ପେଟ କଟାଯାଏ । ତା'ପରେ ହାଣକାଟ ହୁଏ | ଏହି ଲୋକପ୍ରିୟ କୌଶଳ ଦ୍ଵାରା ବେକ, 
କପାଳ, ହାତ ଆଦିରେ କଦଳୀ ରଖ କଟାଯାଇଥାଏ । ଖେଳାଳୀ ମହାବୀରଙ୍କୁ ସାଧନ କରି ଏହି ଖେଳ 
ଦେଖାନ୍ତି । 
୮. ଅଧାଳିଆରେ ଦୂଇ ଖେଳାଳୀ ସମାନ୍ତର ଭାବେ ଆଖଡ଼ାର ସମ୍ମୁଖ ଭାଗକୁ ଯାଉ ଯାଉ ଆଖଡ଼ା 
ମଝିରେ ଛେଲ ଦେଇ ମୁଣ୍ଡକୁ ବାଡ଼ାନ୍ତି । ପରେ ହୁଏ ହାଣକାଟ | 
୯. ମେଣ୍ଢାଣଳିଆ - ପାଇକ ଦୁଇଜଣ ସମାନ୍ତର ଭାବେ ଆଗେଇ “ମାନ” ଦେଇ ବୁଲି ବାଡ଼ିକୁ କତୁରୀ 
ପ୍ରକାରେ କରି ଉପରେ ମେଣ୍ଢାପରି ତାଳ ଦେଇଥାନ୍ତି । ପୂର୍ବ ସ୍ଥାନକୁ ଫେରି ‘ମାନ? ଦେଇ ସେହିପରି ମେଣ୍ା 
ତାଳ ପକାନ୍ତି, ମଝିରେ ହାଣକାଟ ହୁଏ । 
୧ ୦. ବଡ଼ ଧପଡ଼ - ଅନୁରୂପ ପାଇକ ଦୃୟ ଦୁତ ଗତିରେ ଯାଇ ମାନ ଦେଇ ଜୋରରେ ହାଣକାଟ 
କରନ୍ତି, ପୁନଶ୍ଚ ବିଚ୍ିନ୍ନ ହୋଇ ଜଗାଜଗି କରି ହାଣକାଟ କରନ୍ତି | 
୧୧. ଷଢ଼ଆଗୁଳ : ସାମ୍ବା ସାମ୍ମି ରଖୁ ମାନ? ଦେଇ ଲଢ଼େଇ ଆରମ୍ଭ କରନ୍ତି । ହାଣକାଟ ହୁଏ । 
୧୨. ଚାରିବାଡ଼ିଆ - ଆଖଡ଼ା ଶାଳର ଚତୁର୍କୋଣରେ “ଚାରି ସାଧନ ହୁଏ | ଅର୍ଥାତ୍‌ ପ୍ରଥମେ 
ଚାରିବାଡ଼ିଆ, ଧରା, ମାନଦିଆ ଓ କୁରୁଚା | 
୧ ୩. ମାନଚଉତ - କୌଶଳରେ ଖେଳାଳୀ ଦୃୟ ସମାନ୍ତର ଭାବେ ଯାଇ ବାଡ଼ିରେ  ମାନ' ଦିଅନ୍ତି । 
ମାଣ୍ଡୁ ପକାଇ ବାମ ହାତ ଟିପା ଚଉତି ଅର୍ଥାତ୍‌ ତଳ ଉପରକୁ ବୁଲାନ୍ତି ଓ ଡାହାଣ ବାଡ଼ିରେ ବିପକ୍ଷ ବାଡ଼ିକୁ 
ବାଡ଼ାନ୍ତି | ମଝିରେ ହୁଏ ହାଣକାଟ । 
୧ ୪. ମାନଦିଆ - ଉପରୋକ୍ତ ଶୈଳୀରେ ସମ୍ମୁଖ ଓ ପଶ୍ଚାତକୁ ଯାଇ ମାନଦେଇ ହାଣକାଟ ହୁଏ । 
୧ ୫. କରଭରଅଁର - ଉପରୋକ୍ତ ଶୈଳୀରେ ଆଗେଇ ପେଟ କରେ ବାଡ଼ି ଛୁଇଁ ବାମ କର କରରେ 
ପଛକ୍ର ଠାଣିରେ ବୁଲିବାକୁ ହୁଏ, ତା'ପରେ ବାଡ଼ାବାଡ଼ିୟ ଏହିପରି ମଝି ପ୍ରଥମ ସ୍ଥାନ ମାନଙ୍କରେ ଏପରି 
ଠାଣୀରେ କଡ଼ପଟେ ଭ୍ରମର ପରି ବୁଲି ବୁଲି ଖେଳ ହୁଏ । 
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୧ ୬. ଏଗାର ବାଡ଼ିଆ : ଉପରୋକ୍ତ ପ୍ରକାରେ ଯାଇ ମାନଦେଇ ଦୁଇ ପାଇକ ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ପ୍ରଥମ ପାଇକ 
ଆଠବାଡ଼ି ମାଡ଼ ଦେଇଥାଏ ଓ ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ପାଇକ କମ୍‌ମାଡ଼ ଦେଇଥାଏ । ପ୍ରଥମ ପାଇକ ୧୦ ବାଡ଼ି, ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ 
ପାଇକ ୧୧ଶ ବାଡ଼ି ବାଡ଼େଇଥାଏ | ଅନୁରୂପ ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ପାଇକ ପ୍ରଥମେ ଆଠବାଡ଼ି ବାଡ଼େଇଲେ ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ 
ପାଇକ ନବମ ବାଡ଼ି, ପ୍ରଥମ ପାଇକ ଦଶମ ବାଡ଼ିକୁ ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ପାଇକ ୧ ୧ଶ ବାଡ଼ି ବାଡ଼େଇଥାଏ | 

ଏହିସବୁ ସାଧନ ପାଇଁ ପାଇକର ଅଫୁରନ୍ତ ଶକ୍ତି, ଶୌର୍ଯ୍ୟ ଚଞ୍ଚଳତା ଆବଶ୍ଯକ । ନଚେତ ଏହା 
ଅନାକ୍ରମଣୀୟ ହୋଇଯାଏ । ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ଗୁରୁମାନଙ୍କର ଏହି ପ୍ରାଚୀନ କୌଶଳ ସ୍ଥାନ ଭେଦରେ ସାମାନ୍ୟ ପରିବର୍ଭିତ 
ହୋଇଥାଏ । କିନ୍ତୁ ପରିତାପର ବିଷୟ ଏହି ଗୌରବୋନ୍ବଳ ସମର କଳା ଅଧୁନ କ୍ରମ କ୍ଷୟିଷ୍ଣୁ । 


g/erନାଥ! ମୁ! ଂଣା/ସିଚ 
ne/eଦ୍/ଳa, 6A! 
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ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ 
ଇଂ. ନିରାକାର ମହାଳିକ 


ବ୍ରିଟିଶ୍‌ମାନଙ୍କ ଦୃଷ୍ଟିରେ ଯାହା ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଭାବରେ ଇତିହାସରେ ଲିପିବଦ୍ଧ ହୋଇଛି 
ପ୍ରକୃତପକ୍ଷରେ ତାହା ଓଡ଼ିଆମାନଙ୍କ ସ୍ଵାଭିମାନ ଏବଂ ଆତ୍ସ ମର୍ଯ୍ୟାଦା ବୋଧର ପରିପ୍ରକାଶ । ୧୮୫୭ 
ମସିହା ସିପାହୀ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଚାଳିଶ ବର୍ଷ ପୂର୍ବରୁ ୧୮୧୭ ମସିହାରେ ସଘ୍ଘଠିତ ଉକ୍ତ ବିଦ୍ରୋହକୁ ସମଗ୍ର 
ଭାରତ ବର୍ଷର ପ୍ରଥମ ଗଣ ବିପ୍ଲବ ଏବଂ ସମରକୂଶଳୀ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନଚେତା ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର ବୀରତ୍ବର ଅଲିଭା 
କାହାଣୀ ବୋଲି କହିବା ସମୀଚୀନ ହେବ । 


୧୮ ୧୭ ମାର୍ଚ୍ଚ ମାସରେ ଯେତେବେଳେ ୪୦୦ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ ଘୁମୁସର କନ୍ଧ ଖୋର୍ଵାର ସମସ୍ତ ଦଳେଇ, 
ଦଳବେହେରା ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ସହ ମିଶି ବାଣପୁର ଥାନା ପୋଡ଼ିବା ସହ ସରକାରୀ କୋଷାଗାର ଲୁଟ୍‌ କଲେ 
ଏବଂ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଖୋର୍ଵା, ପୁରୀ ଅଞ୍ଚଳକୁ ବ୍ୟାପିଲା, ବାଣପୁରରେ ଅବସ୍ଥାପିତ ଜଣେ ଲୁଣ ଏଜେଣ୍ଟ ବେଚର 
ସାହେବ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀମାନଙ୍କ କବଳରୁ ଅନେକେ ଖସିଯାଇଥଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଚିଲିକାରେ ଥୁବା ତାଙ୍କ ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ ତରୀକୁ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀମାନେ ଲୁଟକଲେ, ସେତେବେଳେ ଅବସ୍ଥା ଅସମ୍ଭାଳ ହେଲା | 


ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ନିମକହାରାମ କର୍ମଚାରୀ ଚରଣ ପଟ୍ଟନାୟକକୁ ଯେତେବେଳେ ସେମାନେ ହତ୍ୟାକଲେ 
ସେତେବେଳେ ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାର ଏ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵ ଉପଲବନ୍ତୁ କଲେ | କଟକର ମାଜିଷ୍ଟେଟ ଓ ବିଚାରପତି 
ଇଖ୍େ ୨ ଜଣ ଲେଫଟନାଣ୍ଟ ପ୍ରିଡକ୍୍‌ ଓ ଫାରିସଙ୍କୁ ଖୋର୍ଧା ଓ ପିପିଲିକୁ ପଠାଇ ନିଜେ ୬୪ ଜଣ ସୈନ୍ୟ ସହ 
ଲେଫ୍‌ଟନାଣ୍ଟ ଟ୍ରାଭିସ୍‌ଙ୍କୁ ସଙ୍ଗରେ ନେଇ ଗଙ୍ଗ ପଡ଼ାରେ ପହଞ୍ଚଲେ । ଅବସ୍ଥା ଅସମ୍ଭାଳ ହେବାରୁ ସେଠାରୁ 
ପଛଘୁଞ୍ଚା ଦେଇ ଏପ୍ରିଲ ପହିଲାଦିନ କଟକ ପ୍ରତ୍ୟାବର୍ଗନ କଲେ | ଲେଫ୍‌ଟନାଣ୍ଟ ଫାରିସ୍‌ଙ୍କୁ ସେଠାରେ 
ବିଦ୍ଦୋହୀ ପାଇକମାନେ ହତ୍ୟାକଲେ | ଲେଫଟନାଣ୍ଟ ପ୍ରିଡକ୍୍‌ ଖୋର୍ଧାରେ ପହଞ୍ଚଥଲେ । ତାଙ୍କୁ ଆକ୍ରମଣ 
କରିବା ପାଇଁ ବକସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ପାଞ୍ଚ ହଜାର ପାଇକ ଆସୁଥବା ଶୁଣି ସେ ପିପିଲି ବାଟ ଦେଇ 
ପ୍ରାଣରକ୍ଷା ପାଇଁ କଟକ ପ୍ରତ୍ୟାବର୍ଭନ କଲେ | 

ଜୟୀ ରାଜଗୁରୁଙ୍କ ମୃତ୍ୟୁ ପରେ ୧୮୧୭ ମସିହାର ପ୍ରସିଦ୍ଧ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଖୋର୍ବା ରାଜାଙ୍କ ମୁଖ୍ୟ 
ସେନାପତି ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ବିଦ୍ୟାଧର ମହାପାତ୍ର ଭ୍ରମରବର ରାୟଙ୍କ ନେତୃତ୍ଵରେ ସଂଗଠିତ ହୋଇଥିଲା | 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହର କାରଣ ହେଲା ୧. ଖେର୍ବା ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ବାରମ୍ବାର ବନ୍ଦୋବସ୍ତ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଅସ୍ଵାଭାବିକ 
ଭାବେ ରାଜସ୍ଵ ବୃଦ୍ି ୨. ପାଇକ ଓ ଖଣ୍ଡାୟତମାନଙ୍କ ଜାଗିରି ଜମି ଉପରେ କରଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ କରିବା, ୩. ଚିଲିକା 
ଓ ସମୁଦ୍ରରୁ ଲୁଣ ମାରିବାରେ କଟକଣା, ୪. କଉଡ଼ି ବଦଳରେ ଟଙ୍କା ଆକାରରେ ଖଜଣା ଦେବାପାଇଁ ବାଧ୍ଯ 
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କରିବା । ୫. ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ଓ ବଙ୍ଗାଳୀ ଅମଲାମାନଙ୍କର ଜନସାଧାରଣଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତି କଠୋର ବ୍ୟବହାର, ୬. ବକ୍ସି 
ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କର ଜମିଦାରୀ ଉଚ୍ଛେଦ ଇତ୍ୟାଦି କାରଣ ଯୋଗୁଁ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସଙ୍ଘଠିତ ହୋଇଥଲା | 


ବଙ୍ଗଳୀ ଅମଲା କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ସିଂହ ଷଡ଼ଯନ୍ତ୍ରର ଜାଲ ବିଛାଇ ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ରୋଡ଼ଙ୍ଗ ଜମିଦାରୀ 
ମାଲିକ ହୋଇଥଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ବକ୍ସି ଇଂରେଜମାନଙ୍କଠାରୁ ନ୍ୟାୟ ପାଇ ନଥୁଲେ । ଫଳରେ ଖେର 
ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କର ନେତୃତ୍ଵ ନେଇ ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ସଶସ୍ତ ସଂଗ୍ରାମ କରିଥଲେ | 
ଦୀର୍ଘ ୮ ବର୍ଷ ଧରି ଆତ୍ସଗୋପନ କରିଥବା ବକ୍ତି ଗରିଲା ସଂଗ୍ରାମ କରି ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାରଙ୍କୁ ଅସ୍ତବ୍ୟସ୍ତ 
କରିଦେଇଥିଲେ | 


ଏପ୍ରିଲ ମାସ ୯ ତାରିଖରେ କ୍ୟାପଟେନ୍‌ ଲେ ଫେବ୍ରେ ଅଧ୍ୟକ ସୈନ୍ୟ ନେଇ ଖେର୍ଵାରେ ପହଞ୍ଚଲେ | 
ସେତେବେଳକୁ ପୁରୀ ସହରକୁ ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଅବରୋଧ କରି ରଖୁଥିଲେ | ୧ ୪ ତାରିଖ ଦିନ ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କର 
ସୈନ୍ୟ (ପାଇକ) ଓ ୧ ୦,୦୦୦ କନ୍ଧ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ ପୁରୀରେ ପହଞ୍ଚବା ପରେ ସମ୍ମୁଖ ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ହାରୀ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ 
ସେନା ପଛଘୁଞ୍ଚା ଦେଲେ । 


ଏହି ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଗୋପ, କୁଜଙ୍ଗକୁ ସମ୍ପସାରିତ ହେଲା | ମରିଚପୁର, ହରିଶପୁର ଓ ଗୋଲରା 
ଜମିଦାରମାନେ ଏହି ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହରେ ସହଯୋଗ କଲେ | ବ୍ରିଟିଶମାନେ ମାର୍ଶାଲ ଆଇନ୍‌କୁ ପୁରୀ, 


ପିପିଲି, ଲେମ୍ଭେଇ କୋଠ ଦେଶକୁ ସଂପ୍ରସାରଣ କରି ୧୮ ଏପ୍ରିଲରେ ଖୋର୍ଵା ରାଜାଙ୍କୁ ବନ୍ଦି କଲେ ଓ 
ବାରବାଟୀ ଦୁର୍ଗରେ ରଖୁଲେ । 


ମେଜର ଜେନେରାଲ ଜି. ମାରଟିନଡ଼େଲଙ୍କୁ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାର ମିଲିଟାରୀ ଜେନେରାଲ କରି କଟକ 
ପଠାଇଲେ । ସେ ମେ” ୧୫ ସୁଦ୍ଧା ଖୋର୍ାରେ ପହଞ୍ଚି ଶାନ୍ତି ଫେରେଇ ଆଣିବାକୁ ଚେଷ୍ଟାକଲେ କାରଣ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଯେପରି ଗଡ଼ଜାତକୁୂ ବ୍ୟାପି ନଯାଏ | ମେଂ ଶେଷ ସୁଦ୍ଧା ଖୋର୍ଧାରେ ଶାନ୍ତି ଫେରିଲା କିନ୍ତୁ ବର୍ଷା 
ଆରମ୍ଭ ହୋଇଯାଇଥିବାରୁ ଗୋପ, କୁଜଙ୍ଗ, ପାରାଦୀପରେ ବିଳମ୍ବ ହେଲା | ବର୍ଷାପରେ ସେପ୍ଟେମ୍ବର ୧୩ରେ 
କ୍ୟାପ୍ଟେନ କେନେଟ ଯାଇ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀନେତା ନାରାୟଣ ପରମଗୁରୁ ଓ ବାମଦେବ ପଟ୍ଟଜୋଷୀଙ୍କୁ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ଓ 
ପାରାଦ୍ଵୀପରେ ଗିରଫକରି କଟକ ଆଣିଲେ | ସେଠାରେ ବହୁ ସଂଘର୍ଷପରେ ଶେଷରେ କୂଜଙ୍ଗରାଜୀ ଆତ୍ସସମର୍ପଣ 


କଲେ | ମରିଚପୁରର ଜମିଦାର ଏଥରେ ଇଂରେଜଙ୍କ ସହଯୋଗ କରିଥିବାରୁ ତାଙ୍କ ଏକ ବର୍ଷର ରାଜସ୍ଵ ଛାଡ଼ 
ହୋଇଥଲା । 


ଅକ୍ଟୋବର ମାସ ସୁଦ୍ଧା ପରିସ୍ଥିତିର ସୁଧାର ଆସିଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଓ ସହଯୋଗୀ କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ୁ 
ଭ୍ରମରବର ରାୟଙ୍କୁ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ପକ୍ଷ କୌଣସିଠାରେ ପାଇପାରିଲେ ନାହିଁ । ସେମାନେ ନୟାଗଡ଼ ଓ ରଣପୁର 
ରାଜ୍ୟର ଗଭୀର ଜଙ୍ଗଲ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ସେହି ରାଜ୍ୟର ରାଜାମାନଙ୍କ ସାହାଯ୍ୟରେ ଲୁଚି ଥିବାର ସନ୍ଦେହ କରାଗଲା | 
ଡିସେମ୍ବର ବେଳକୁ ଖୋର୍ଵା ଅଞ୍ଚଳର କେତେକ ପାଇକ ଯୋଦ୍ଧା ଯଥା ଗୋପାଳ ଛୋଟରାୟ ପ୍ରଭୃତି ବିଭିନ୍ନ 
ସ୍ଥାନରେ ଅଗ୍ନି ସଂଯୋଗ ଓ ଇଂରେଜ ସାହାଯ୍ୟକାରୀଙ୍କ ହତ୍ୟାକରି ରାଜସ୍ବ ଆଦାୟରେ ଅସହଯୋଗ କଲେ | 


ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାର ଦୁଇ ଜଣ ନୂତନ ମାଜିଷ୍ଟ୍ରେଟଙ୍କ ପୁରୀ ଓ ଖୋର୍ଵାଠାରେ ଅବସ୍ଥାପିତ କରି ଦେଶରେ 
ଶାନ୍ତ ଫେରିବା ପାଇ ଉପାୟ ଚିନ୍ତା କଲେ | ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାର ବଉଦ ରାଜା, ଆଠ ମଲ୍ଲିକ ରାଜା ଓ ଘୁମୁସର 
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ରାଜା ଶ୍ରୀକର ଭଞ୍ଜଙ୍କୁ ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କୁ ଧରାଇଦେବା ପାଇଁ ସହଯୋଗ କରିବାରୁ ଅନୁରୋଧ କଲେ | ଫଳ 
କିଛି ନ ହେବାରୁ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାର ସର୍ବକ୍ଷମା ଘୋଷଣା କଲେ । କିନ୍ତୁ ପ୍ରଧାନ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀ ବକସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ 
ପାଇଁ ଟ. ୫ ୦ ୦ ୦/-, କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଭୂମରବର ରାୟଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ଟ. ୨ ୦୦ ୦/- ଓ ଅନ୍ୟ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀଙ୍କୁ ଧରାଇଦେଲେ 
ଟ. ୧୦ ୦ ୦ଙ୍କା ଲେଖାଏଁ ଘୋଷଣା କଲେ | ଏଥୁପାଇଁ ଦୁଇମାସ ସମୟ ଦେଲେ | 


କିଛି ଫଳ ହେଲା ନାହିଁ | ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାର ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ପରିବାରକୁ ବାରବାଟୀ ଦୁର୍ଗରେ ବନ୍ଦିକରି 
ରଖୁଲେ । ତଥାପି କିଛି ଫଳ ହେଲା ନାହିଁ ପରିଶେଷରେ ୧୮୨୦ ମସିହାରେ ଗଭର୍ନର ଜେନେରାଲ ଓ 
ତାଙ୍କ କାଉନସିଲ ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କୁ କ୍ଷମା ଦେବାକୁ ରାଜିହେଲେ କେତେକ ସର୍ଭରେ - ୧. ବକ୍ସି ଓ କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଙ୍କୁ 
ସେମାନଙ୍କ ପାରମ୍ପରିକ ପଦ ଓ ଜାଗିରି ଛାଡ଼ିବାକୁ ପଡ଼ିବ ୨. ସେ କଟକରେ ରହିବେ ଏବଂ ମାଜିଷ୍ଟେଟଙ୍କ 
ବିନା ଅନୁମତିରେ ଘରଛାଡ଼ି ବାହାକୁ ଯାଇ ପାରିବେ ନାହିଁ । ୩. ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କୁ ମାସିକ ଟ. ୧୦ ୦୍କା ଏବଂ 
କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଙ୍କୁ ଟ. ୫ ୦ଙ୍କା ଲେଖାଏଁ ପେନସନ୍‌ ଦିଆଯିବ । ଏ ବିଷୟ ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କୁ ତାଙ୍କର ପାଳିତ ପୁତ୍ର ଦ୍ଵାରା 
କୁହାଗଲା । 


ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଏକ ସର୍ଭରେ ଆତ୍ସସମର୍ପଣ କରବାକୁ ରାଜି ହେଲେ । ସେ କହିଲେ ଯେ ଖେର୍ବା 
ରାଜାଙ୍କୁ ପୁନର୍ବାର ଖୋର୍ାର ରାଜା ବୋଲି ଘୋଷଣା କରାଯାଉ କିନ୍ତୁ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାର ଏହାର ଦୃଢ଼ ବିରୋଧ 
କଲେ | ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଓ ଦେୱାନ୍‌ କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଙ୍କ ସମସ୍ତ ସମ୍ପତ୍ତି ବ୍ୟାଯ୍ୟାପ୍ତି କଲେ | ତତ୍‌ ସଙ୍ଗେ ସଙ୍ଗେ ୧୮୨୪ 
ଡିସେମ୍ବର ଦିନ ଖୋର୍ଷାର ଜଏଣ୍ଟ ମାଜିଷ୍ଟ୍ରେଟ ନୟାଗଡ଼ ଯାଇ ଖେର୍ଵା ରାଜାଙ୍କୁ ଧମକଦେଲେ ଯେ ତୁରନ୍ତ 
ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କୁ ସମସ୍ତ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ ବନ୍ଦକର ଏବଂ ତାଙ୍କୁ ଆତ୍ସସମର୍ଷଣ କରିବାକୁ ପ୍ରବର୍ଭାଅ । ତା'ପରେ ବକ୍ତି 
ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ୧୮ ୨୫ ମେ” ମାସ ଦିନ କଟକ ଯାଇ ଆତ୍ସସମର୍ପଣ ଚୁକ୍ତିରେ ଦସ୍ତଖତ କଲେ । ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ଓ 
କୃଷ୍ଣଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଙ୍କ ଯଥାକ୍ରମେ ମାସିକ ଟ. ୧୫୦ ଓ ୧୦ ୦ଙ୍କା ପେନସନ୍‌ ଦିଆଗଲା | ଏହା ଫଳରେ ୧୮୧୭ 
ମସିହାରୁ ଆରମ୍ଭ ହୋଇଥିବା ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହର ଅନ୍ତ ହେଲା | ବକ୍ତି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ସେଠାରେ ୧୮୨୯ ମସିହା 
ଜାନୁଆରୀ ୨୪ ତାରିଖ ଦିନ ଇହଧାମ ତ୍ୟାଗକଲେ | 
ଏନୁ-€/୮ ୬, ଆଇ.ଥାର୍‌.ସି. ଚିଲେଳ, 
କୁକନେଣ୍ାର- ୧ ୫ 
6a/ନ୍‌ : oI9Y-99GYGIO 
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ଖୋର୍ଧା ଅଞ୍ଚଳର ଗଡ଼ ଓ ଦୁର୍ଗ ସମ୍ପଦ 


ଡକୂର ବେଣୁଧର ଦାସ, 
ଏମ୍‌.ଏ., ଏମ୍‌.ପି.ଇଡି., ଏଲ୍‌.ଏଲ୍‌.ବି.› ପି.ଏଚ୍‌.ଡି. 


ପ୍ରାଗ୍‌ ରାମାୟଣ ଯୁଗ - ରାମାୟଣ ଯୁଗ ଓ ଏପରିକି ମହାଭାରତ ଯୁଗଠାରୁ ଖ୍ରୀଷ୍ଟୀୟ ସପ୍ତଦଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀ 
ପର୍ଯ୍ଯନ୍ତ ଦୂର୍ଗ ସଂସ୍କୃତି ଅକ୍ଷୁଣ୍ଠ ଥଲା | ରାଜ୍ୟ ଶାସନରେ ସେତେବେଳେ ଗଡ଼ ଓ ଦୁର୍ଗର ମହତ୍ତ୍ପୂର୍ଣ୍ ଭୂମିକା 
ଥଲା । ରାଜା-ମହାରାଜାମାନେ ଅମାତ୍ୟ, ବ୍ରାହମଣାଦିପ୍ରଜା ଦୁର୍ଟ କୋଷାଗାର, ହସ୍ତୀ, ଅଶ୍ବ, ମିତ୍ର ପ୍ରଭୃତିଙ୍କ 
ନେଇ ତାଙ୍କର ସପ୍ତାଙ୍ଗ ଗଠନ କରୁଥଲେ । 
ସ୍ବାମ୍ୟମାତ୍ୟୋଃ ଜନୋ ଦୁର୍ଗଂ କୋଷୋଦଣ୍ଡ ସ୍ତରଥୈବଚ 
ମିତ୍ରାଣ୍ଯେତାଃ ପ୍ରକୃତୟୋ ରାଜ୍ଯଂ ସପ୍ତାଙ୍ଗ ମୁଚ୍ୟତେ ॥ 
226g’ - ଳୋଚିଲ 
** ହେ ବୀର, ଉଠ, ଅଗ୍ରସର ହୋଇ ବିଜୟ ଲାଭ କର | ତୁମର ବାହୁ ସୁଦୃଢ଼ ହେଉ, ତୁମେ ପରାଜିତ 
ନ ହୁଅ |” (ରଗ୍ବେଦ) 
“ * ପ୍ରେତାଜୟତା ନରଇନ୍ଦ୍ରୋ ବଃ ଶର୍ମୟଜ୍ଚତୁ 
ଭଗ୍ରାବଃ ସନ୍ଧୁ ବାହବୋହନାଧୂୃଷ୍ୟାୟଥାସଥ । 
(aରା €o/eomMVeM 
ସଂଗ୍ରାମରେ ଜୟଲାଭ କରିବାକୁ କୁହାଯାଇଛି - 
ଜୟେମ୍‌ ପୃସ୍ଥୁ ବଜ୍ରିବଃ (ରଗ୍‌ ୮/୯ ୨/୧୧) 
ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକ ପ୍ରଜାଙ୍କୁ ସାମରିକ ଶିକ୍ଷା ପ୍ରଦାନ କରିବାକୁ କୁହାଯାଇଛି | ˆ ବିଶଂ ଯୁଦ୍ଧାୟ ସଂ ଶିଶାଧୁ ( ଅଥର୍ବ 
୪/୩୧/୪) 


ଶ୍ରୀସୁକ୍ତରେ କୁହାଯାଇଛି, ଯେଉଁଥିରେ ଅଶ୍ଵମାନେ ଆଗରେ ରଥଗ୍ୂଡ଼ିକ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ରହନ୍ତି ଓ ହସ୍ତୀମାନଙ୍କ 
ବୃଂହଣରେ ମୁଖରିତ ହେଉଥାଏ ସେହି ପ୍ରକାଶମାନ ସେନାରୁପିଣୀ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ମୀଙ୍କୁ ମୁଁ ଆହ୍ଵାନ କରୁଛି ଏହା ମୋତେ ମିଳୁ । 
ଅଶ୍ଵପୂର୍ବାଂରଥମଧ୍ଯାଂ ହସ୍ତିନାଦ ପ୍ରବୋଧୁନିମ୍‌ 
ଶ୍ରୀୟଂ ଦେବୀମ୍‌ ଉପହୃବୟେ ଶ୍ରୀର୍ମାଦେବୀଜୁଷତାମ୍‌ । 
(ରଗ୍ବେଦୀୟ ଶ୍ରୀସୂକ୍ତ) 
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ପୁର୍ଵଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଡ଼ିଆ ଭାଷାକୋଷ ଅନୁସାରେ ଦୂର୍ଗର ଅର୍ଥ ହେଲା ଯହିକୁ ଅତିକଷ୍ଟରେ ଗମନ କରାଯାଇପାରେ । 
ରାମାୟଣ ବାଳକାଣ୍ଡମ୍‌ ପଞ୍ଚମ ସର୍ଗରେ ଶଙ୍କା ଦୂର୍ଗ ବିଷୟରେ କୁହାଯାଇଛି, ଗଭୀର ଗଡ଼ଖାଇ ଏହାକୁ ଘେରି ରହିଥୁଲା | 
ଅନ୍ୟ ଲୋକେ ଏହା ମଧ୍ଯକୁ ଆସି ପାରୁ ନଥିଲେ । ଏହା ଗୋଟିଏ ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ଦୂର୍ଗ ପରିଥଲା, ଏଥରେ ଗେଡା, ହାତୀ, 
ଗୋରୁ, ଓଟ ଓ ଗଧ ପରିପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଥଲେ | ଯଥା : ““ ବାଦିବାରଣ ସଂପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଲଂକା ପରମଦୁର୍ଚୟା-ବାଲ୍ଧୀକି"” | 
ଦୁର୍ଗ ଗଂଭୀର ପରିଖାଂ ଦୁର୍ଗାମନ୍ୟୈ ର୍ଦୂରାସଦାମ୍‌ 
ବାଜୀ ବାରଣ ସଂପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣାଂ ଗୋଭିରୁଷ୍ଣୈଃ ଖରୈସ୍ତଥା ॥ 
(aumlad 2/6୩) 
ମହାଭାରତ ଓ ମନୁଙ୍କ ଅନୁସାରେ ଦୁର୍ଗ ହେଉଛି ସାତ ପ୍ରକାର ଯଥା : ୧. ଧନୃଦୂର୍ଗ, ( ୨) ମନୂଷ୍ୟ 
ର୍ଟ, (୩) ମହୀଦୁର୍ଗ, (୪) ଗିରିଦୁର୍ଗ, (୫) ବୃକ୍ଷଦୁର୍ଗ (୬) ବନଦୁର୍ଗ ଓ (୭) ଜଳଦୂର୍ଗ । 
କୌଟିଲ୍ୟଙ୍କ ˆ ଅର୍ଥ ଶାସ୍ତ୍ର? ପଞ୍ଚମ ଅଧ୍ୟାୟରେ କୁହାଯାଇଛି, ରାଜା ଦୂର୍ଗ ଓ ମିତ୍ର ସମନ୍ବିତ ହେଲେ ସ୍ଵପକ୍ଷ 
ଓ ପରପକ୍ଷର ପୂଜ୍ୟ ହୁଅନ୍ତି । 
ଦୁର୍ଗମିତ୍ର ପ୍ରବିସ୍ତବ୍‌ଧୋହିସ୍ବେଷାଂପରେଷାଂ ଚପୂତଜ୍ୟା ଭବତି 
(220g, DA 2Zklia) 
ନଦୀଦୁର୍ଗ ଅପେକ୍ଷା ପର୍ବତ ଦୁର୍ଗ ଉତ୍ତରୋତ୍ତର ପ୍ରଶସ୍ତତର ! 
ତ୍ରତାପି ସ୍ଥଳନଦୀ ପର୍ବତ ଦୁର୍ଗାଣାଂ ମୁଭ୍ରରୋତ୍ତରଂ ଶ୍ରେୟଃ । 
(ଅଣାସ, ଦୁାଦଣ ଥୟ) 
ଶୁକ୍ରନୀତି ଅନୁସାରେ ଏଥରେ ମନ୍ତ୍ରୀଚକ୍ଷୁ, ମିତ୍ର କର୍ଣ୍ଟ କୋଷ ମୁଖ, ବଳ (ସୈନ୍ୟ) ମନ, ଦୁର୍ଗ ( ଦୁଇହାତ) 
ଓ ରାଷ୍ଟ୍ର ଦୁଇ ପାଦ । 
ଦୁର୍ଗମାତ୍ୟାଃ ସୁହୁଚ୍ଛୋତ୍ରଂ କୋଶୋବଳଂ ମନଃ, 
ହସ୍ତୌପାଦୌ ଦୁର୍ଗରାଷ୍ଟ୍ର ରାଜ୍ୟାଗାନିସ୍ଲୃତାନିଦି ॥ 
(gel 6/29) 
ଖାଇ, କଣ୍ଟା ଓ ପଥର ଦ୍ଵାରା ଯାହାର ମାର୍ଗ ଦୁର୍ଗମ ହୋଇଥାଏ ତାକୁ ଏରିତା ଦୁର୍ଗ କହନ୍ତି | 


ଖ୍ୟାତ କଣ୍ଢ„କ ପାଷାଣୈ ଦୁଷ୍ଠର୍ଥ ଦୁର୍ଗ ମୈରିତାମ୍‌ 
(gଛନାର ୪/୧) 
ଯାହାର ଚତୁର୍ଦିଗରେ ବଡ଼ ବଡ଼ ଖାଇଥାଏ ତାକୁ ପାରିଖ ଦୁର୍ଗ ଓ ଯାହାର ଚତୁର୍ଦଧିଗରେ ଇଟା, ପଥର, 
ମାଟି ତିଆରି ବଡ଼ ବଡ଼ କାନ୍ଧ ଥାଏ ତାହାକୁ ପାରିଧ ଦୁର୍ଗ କହନ୍ତି । 
ପରିତସ୍ତୁ ମହାଖ୍ୟାତଂ ପାରିଖଂ ଦୁର୍ଗ ମେବତତ୍‌ 
ରଷ୍ଟକୋପଳମ୍ୃତିଭି ପ୍ରାକାରଂ ପାରିଧଂ ସ୍ୃତମ୍‌ ॥ 
(gee ୪/୬) 
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ବଡ଼ ବଡ଼ କଣ୍ଟକ ବକ୍ଷ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଚତୁର୍ଦଦିଗ ଆବୃତ ହୋଇଥବା ଦୁର୍ଗକୁ ବନଦୁର୍ଗ ଯାହାର ଚତୁର୍ଦ୍ଦିଗରେ 
ବିସ୍ତୃତ ମରୁମୟ ଅଞ୍ଚଳ ଥାଏ ତାକୁ ଧନ୍ଧଦୁର୍ଗ କହନ୍ତି । 
ମହାକଣ୍ଟକ ବୃକ୍ଷୌଦ୍ଦୈର୍ବାପ୍ତଂ ତଦ୍‌ବନଦୁର୍ଗମମ୍‌ 
ଜଳା ଭାବସ୍ତୁ ପରିତୋଧନୃଦୂର୍ଗ ପ୍ରକୀରିତମ୍‌ ॥ 
(gerie #/M) 
ଯାହାର ଚତୁର୍ଦଦିଗରେ ବହୁଦୂର ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ବିସ୍ତୃତ ଜଳରାଶି ଥାଏ ତାହାକୁ ତଦବିଦ୍‌ମାନେ ଜଳଦୁର୍ଗ, ଯାହା 
ଏକାନ୍ତରେ କୌଣସି ପାହାଡ଼ ଉପରେ ନିର୍ମିତ ହୋଇଥାଏ ଏବଂ ଉପରେ ଜଳାଶୟ ପ୍ରଭୃତିର ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ଥାଏ 
ତାହାର ନାମ ଗିରିଦୁର୍ଗ । ଯେଉଁ ଦୁର୍ଗ ବ୍ୟହ ରଚନାକୁଶଳ ବୀରମାନଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ବ୍ୟାପ୍ତ ହେବାଯୋଗୁ ଅଭେଦ୍ୟ 
ହୋଇ ରହିଥାଏ ତାହାର ନାମ ସୈନ୍ୟ ଦୁର୍ଗ । 


ଯେଉଁଥିରେ ଶୂର ଏବଂ ସଦା ଅନୁକୂଳ ରହିଥିବା ବାନ୍ଧବ ଲୋକ ରହିଥାନ୍ତି ତାହାର ନାମ ସହାୟ ଦୁର୍ଗ | 


ଅଭେଦ୍ୟ ବ୍ୟୁହବିଦ୍ଵୀର ବ୍ୟାପ୍ତଂ ତସ୍ୈନ୍ୟ ଦୁର୍ଗମ୍‌ 
ସହାୟ ଦୁର୍ଗଂ ତଜଞ୍କେୟଂ ଶୂରାନୁକୂଳ ବାନ୍ଧବମ୍‌ ॥ 
(gଛନା ୪/୫) 


ରାଜାଙ୍କ ରହିବା ପାଇଁ ଉପଯୁକ୍ତ ନିର୍ମାଣ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ଚୌକିଦାରମାନଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ନିତ୍ୟ ସୁରକ୍ଷିତ ନାଳିକାସ୍ତର 
(ତୋପ) ଯୁକ୍ତ ବହୁ ଗୁଳ୍ପ ଆଛାଦିତ ଗବାକ୍ଷ (ଝରକା) ଓ ପ୍ରଣାଳୀଯୁକ୍ତ ଚତୁର୍ଦଦିଗରେ ପ୍ରାଚୀର ନିର୍ମିତ ପାଖରେ 
ପର୍ବତ ନଥିବ, ପ୍ରାଚୀରର ଚୈଡ଼ା ତା'ର ଗଭୀରତାର ଦୁଇଗୁଣ ଯେଉଁ ଖାଇରେ ଅଗାଧ ଜଳ ଭର୍ରଭି ହୋଇ 
ରହିଥାଏ ଏପରି ପରିଖା ମଧ୍ଯ ନର୍ମାଣ କରାଇବେ । 


ଯାମିକୈ ରକ୍ଷିତୋ ନିତ୍ୟଂ ନାଳିକାସ୍ତୈଶ୍ଵ ସଂଯୁତଃ 
ସୁବହୁ ଦୃଢ଼ଗୁଳ୍ପଧ୍ଢ ସୁଗବାକ୍ଷ ପ୍ରଣାଳିକଃ 

ସ୍ଵହୀନ ପ୍ରତି ପ୍ରାକାରୋହ୍ୟ ସମୀପ ମହୀଧରଃ । 
ପରିଖାତ ତତଃକାର୍ଯ୍ୟା ଖାତାଦ୍‌ ଦ୍ଵିଗୁଣ ବିସ୍ତରା 
ମାତି ସମୀପ ପ୍ରାକାରା ହ୍ୟଗାଧ ସଲିଳା ଶୁଭା ॥ 


(gଛନାଚି ୧-୨୪) 


ଶତ୍ରୁ ପକ୍ଷର ଆକ୍ରମଣକୁ ସୁରକ୍ଷିତ ରଖୁବା ପାଇଁ ଅଭେଦ୍ୟ ଦୁର୍ଗ ନିର୍ମାଣ କରାଯାଇଥାଏ | ସମରଶାସ୍ତ 
ବିଶାରଦ ପାଇକବୀର ସାମନ୍ତ କହ୍ନେଇ ଚରଣ ଚମ୍ପଭ୍ତିରାୟ ଚୂଡ଼ାମଣି ସମରଶାସ୍ସ ' ପାଇକଖେଦାଂରେ ବନବଦୁୂର୍ଗ, 
ବାରିଦୁର୍ଗ, ଗିରିଦୁର୍ଗ ସମ୍ବନ୍ଧରେ ଜ୍ଞାନକୌଶଳ ପ୍ରଦାନ କରାଯାଇଛି | 


ବାରିଦୂର୍ଗ ଏହି ଦୁର୍ଗର କୋଶକ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ଦୃତନଦୀ ଥିବ | ଏହାର ଉତ୍ତର ଓ ଦକ୍ଷିଣରେ ସତୁରିହାତ 
ଗଡ଼ଖାଇ ଖୋଳାଯିବ | ଏହାର ପ୍ରସ୍ଥ ଏକଶହ ଚଉବନ ପାଇ ହେବ । ଏଥରେ ତିନିଗୋଟି ଦ୍ଵାର ଓ ଗୋଟିଏ 
ପାଟଦ୍ଵାର (ମୁଖ୍ୟଦଵାର) ରହିବ । ଏହା ବିପରୀତ ଦିଗରେ ନଦୀ ଖାଇଥବ । ଯାହାକୁ ନାଳିଦ୍ଵାରା ସଂଯୁକ୍ତ 
କରାଯିବ | ଏ ଦୁର୍ଗର ପ୍ରାଚୀର ଉପରେ କାଙ୍ଗୁଲା ( କାନୁସ) ରହିବ । ଏହାର ପଶ୍ଚିମ ଦିଗରେ ୭୦ ଗୋଟି 
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କୋଠରୀ ରହିବ । ସେଥରେ କୋଡ଼ିଏଟିରେ ମେରଦା (ପଥର ଖଞ୍ଜାଛାତ) ରହିବ | ଏହି କୋଠରୀମାନଙ୍କ 
କଣରେ ଗଳି ରହିବ | ଏ ଦୁର୍ଗରେ ପଶୁମାନଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ଘର ରହିବ | ପୂର୍ବ ଦିଗରେ ମନ୍ଦିର ଓ ଝାଡ଼ (ଜଙ୍ଗଲ) 
ରହବ । ପଶ୍ଚିମ ଦିଗରେ ବୈଦ୍ୟମାନେ ରହିବେ । ଏହାର ନିର୍ମାଣ ଦୃଢ଼ଭାବରେ ହେବା ଉଚିତ । 


ମହୀଦୁର୍ଗ - ଯେଉଁଠାରେ ବହୁ ଗ୍ରାମଥୁବ ସେଠାରୁ ଦଶନଳ ଜମିନେବ, ତାହା ଚାରିକୋଣିଆ ଜମି 
ହୋଇଥୁବ, ସେଥୁରୁ ତେରଫୁଟ ଜାଗାଛାଡ଼ି ଗ୍ରାମମାନଙ୍କୁ ବସାଇବ । ଗଡ଼ାଣିଆ କରି ଭୂମିକୁ ରଖୁବ । ଏହି 
ଗଡ଼ ଧନୁ ଆକାରର ହେବ । ସେଥୂରେ ଚାଳିଶ ବଖରା ଘର ରହିବ | ଯେଉଁପଟେ ଗ୍ରାମ ନଥବ ସେ ପଟକୁ 


ଦ୍ଵାର ରହିବ । ଏହାର ପାଚେରୀ କୂର୍ମପୁଷ୍ଠ ପରି ହେବ । ମଝିରେ ଖାଳି (ଜଳା) ରହିବ । ଏ ଦୁର୍ଗରେ 
କେବଳ ବୀର ସୈନ୍ୟମାନେ ରହିବେ । 


ଗିରିଦୁର୍ଗ - ଏହା ଏକ ପ୍ରଶସ୍ତ ଦୁର୍ଗ ଏହାର ନାମ କୋଟ । ଯେଉଁଠି ଗିରି ଘାଟି ହଜାରେ ନଳ 
ହୋଇଥ୍‌ବ ସେଠାରେ ଠଓଣା (ଆଶ୍ରୟସ୍ଥଳ) ନିର୍ମାଣ ହେବ । ଏହା କଙ୍କଣାକ୍ୃତି ହେବ । ଏଥରେ ଛୋଟ 
ପାହାଡ଼ ବାଡ଼ ରୂପରେ ରହିଥାଏ । ଏ ଦୁର୍ଗର ପଶ୍ଚିମ ଦ୍ଵାରରେ କୋଠରୀମାନ ରହିବ । ପଶ୍ଚିମ ଦିଗରେ ପଥର 
ଛାତ ଥବା ସାତଶହ କୋଠରୀ ରହିବ । ଏହା ମଧ୍ୟରେ ଆକଟ ନଅର, ତା” ପଛକୁ ଘୋଡ଼ାଶାଳ ଏବଂ ତା 
ପଛକୁ ବନ ରହିବ । ଘରକୁ କୋଡ଼ିଏ ନଳ ଛାଡ଼ି ମୁଖ୍ୟ ପ୍ରାଚୀର ରହିବ । ଶତ୍ରମାନଙ୍କ ଆଗମନକୁ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ଯ 
କରିବା ପାଇଁ ଏଥରେ କୋଡ଼ିଏଟି ଜଳାରହିବ । ଗଡ଼ ପ୍ରାଚୀର ପଞ୍ଚସ୍ତରୀ ହାତ ମୋଟ ଓ ତିରିଶ ହାତ ଉଚ୍ଚା 
ହେବ | ଏହାର ବାହାର ଅଗଣାରେ ବାତାୟନ (ଝରକା) ରହିବ | ଏ ଦୁର୍ଗର ନୈରୁତ କୋଣରେ ବୁରୁଜମାନ 
ରହିବ । ଏହା ମଧ୍ଯରେ ଖଳ, ବ୍ୟାଧଵଗ୍ରସ୍ତ, ଦୁର୍ଜନ ଓ ମନ୍ଦବୁଦ୍ଧି ଲୋକର ପ୍ରବେଶ ନିଷେଧ ହେବ । ଏହା 
ମଧ୍ଯରେ ସାମରିକ କର୍ମଚାରୀ ରହିବେ । ଏଥରେ ପୁରୋହିତ ରହିବେ ନାହିଁ । ଏହାର ଅଗ୍ନିକୋଣରେ ଗୁମୁଟ 
ଓ ଦକ୍ଷିଣରେ ଗୁଣୀମାନଙ୍କ ରହିବା ଘର ରହିବ | ବୈଦ୍ଯମାନେ ପଶ୍ଚିମ ଦିଗରେ ରହିବେ । ଉତ୍ତରରେ 
ଭଣ୍ଡାରଘର ରହିବ ! ଏଶାନ୍ୟରେ ପଶୁଶାଳା ରହିବ । ଏ ଦୁର୍ଗରେ ବାହିନୀପତି ରହି ଆଦେଶ ପ୍ରଦାନ 
କରିବେ । ଗଡ଼ଦ୍ଵାରରେ ଇଷ୍ଟଦେବତାଙ୍କ ମନ୍ଦିର ରହିବ | ବାହିନୀପତି ଚତୁରଙ୍ଗ ବଳର ଅଧୂନାୟକ ଥୁଲେ | 


ବନଦୁର୍ଗ - ବନ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ପାର୍ବତ୍ୟ ଭୂମିରେ ଏହା ନିର୍ମାଣ କରାଯିବ । ଯେଉଁ ବନରେ ଟାଣ ମେରୁ ବୃକ୍ଷ 
ଧାଡ଼ି ଧାଡ଼ି ହୋଇ ରହିଥାଏ ତାହାର ମଧ୍ଯସ୍ଥଳରେ ସମତଳ ଭୂମି ନେଇ ଏଦୂର୍ଗ ଗଠିତ ହେବ | ଏହା ମଧ୍ଯରେ 
କୋଡ଼ିଏ ବା ତେଇଶ ଗୋଟି କୋଠରୀ ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ଅଟ୍ଟାଳିକା ନିର୍ମିତ ହେବ । ସମରଶାସ୍ତ୍ ପାଇକ ଖେଦାରେ 
ସମର ସମ୍ପର୍ଚିତ ବ୍ୟାପକ ବର୍ଣନା କରାଯାଇଛି । ଏଥରେ ନଳିର ବ୍ୟବହାର ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ କୁହାଯାଇଛି । 


ରଞ୍ଜକକୁ ଜାଗ୍ରତେ ରଖୁବ, ଝୁଲ କତାକୁ ତାହିଣ ଥୁବ | 
ଗୋବଦେଇ ରଞ୍ଜକରୁ ପୁଳେ, ଗଣ୍ଠିଆକୁ କୁନ୍ଦିକରି ବଳେ । 
ବାରୁଦକୁ କୁନ୍ଦିଣ ଦେଖୁବ, ଭାର ହୋଇବ ଯେ ତଳ ଗୋବ ! 
କୁନ୍ଦା ଉଠାଇ ଛାଡ଼ିବ ଚାରି, ଖଝୁଲ ଝାଡ଼ିବ ହାତକୁ ବାରି । 


ସେ ଯେ ଘୋର ରଡ଼ିକୁ କରିବ, ଅରାତିର ଟାଣ ଭାଇ୍ଗିଦେବ । 
(ପାଲକ 6ଞ/କ) 
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ସାରଳା ସାହିତ୍ୟରୁ ଆରମ୍ଭ କରି ଅଷ୍ଟାଦଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀ ଯାଏ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ସାହିତ୍ୟରେ ସାମରିକ ସଂସ୍କୃତି ଓ 
ପାଇକ ସଂସ୍କୃତିର ଛାପ ଦେଖୁବାକୁ ମିଳେ | ଦଳବେହେରା ମାନେ ସାଧାରଣତଃ ସଂଖ୍ଯାଧୂକ ଭାବରେ 
ଖଣ୍ଡାୟତ କ୍ଷତ୍ରିୟ | ଯୁଦ୍ଧ କରିବା ସେମାନଙ୍କର କୌଳିକ ଓ ମୌଳିକ ବୃତି | ଏମାନେ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ନିଯୁକ୍ତି 
ପାଇ ବହୁ ନିଷ୍କର ଜାଗିର ପାଇଥାନ୍ତି | ଦଳବେହେରାଙ୍କ ପରି ଦଳେଇ ମାନଙ୍କର ମଧ୍ଯ ଦୁର୍ଗ ରହିଥାଏ । 
ସାମରିକ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ସହ ସେମାନେ ଦେୱାନି ଓ ଫୌଜଦାରୀ ମକଦ୍ଦମା ବିଚାର କରନ୍ତି | ଦଳବେହେରା ଓ 
ଦଳେଇଙ୍କ ମୂତ୍ୟୁ ପରେ ତାଙ୍କ ଜ୍ୟେଷ୍ଠପୁତ୍ର ହିଁ ଜାଗିରିର ଅଧ୍ୟକାରୀ ହୋଇଥାଏ । 


ସାମରିକ କ୍ଷେତ୍ରରେ ସମସ୍ତ ଗୁରୁଦାୟିତ୍ଵ ସେନାପତିଙ୍କ ଉପରେ ନ୍ୟସ୍ତ ଥଲା | ମସ୍ଥ୍ୟ ପୁରାଣର ୨୧୫ 
ଅଧ୍ୟାୟ ଅନୁସାରେ ସେନାପତି ବ୍ରାହ୍ମଣ ବା କ୍ଷତ୍ରିୟ ହେବା ଉଚିତ । ସେ କୁଳୀନ, ଧନୁର୍ବେଦ ବିଶାରଦ, ହସ୍ତୀ 
ଅଶ୍ଵ ଶିକ୍ଷାବିତ୍‌ କୂଶଳୀ, ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟଭେଦକାରୀ, ଶକୂନ ବିଦ୍ଯାବିଦ୍‌ ଚିକିତ୍ସା ଶାସ୍ତ୍ର ବିଶାରଦ, ବ୍ୟୁହ ରଚନାରେ 
ପାରଙ୍ଗମ ହେବା ଦରକାର | ଯେକୌଣସି ଜାତିର ଲୋକ ପଦାତିକ ବାହିନୀରେ ଯୋଗ ଦେବାର ବ୍ଯବସ୍ଥା 
ଥିଲା | ମାତ୍ର ସେଥ୍‌ରେ କେତେକ ସର୍ଭ ରହିଥିଲା, “ ‘ଶରୀରେ ନଥିବ ବଡ଼ ବ୍ୟାଧୂ ବା ଅଳତି, ଛୋଟା କେ୍ପା 
ନଥୁବ ଯେ ନାନା ବିଧ ମତି । ରୋଗ ଦେଖୁ ବଇଦ ଯେ ନିଦାନ କହିବ, ତେବେ ଚଷାପୁଅ ଯାଇ ପାଇକ 
ହୋଇବ ।” ' (ପାଇକଖେଦା- ୧ମ ଅଧ୍ାୟ) 


ପୁରୀ ଓ କଟକ ଜିଲ୍ଲାର ଗଡ଼ାଧୀଶମାନଙ୍କୁ ଦଳବେହେରା, ଢେଙ୍କାନାଳ, ତାଳଚେର, ଅନୁଗୁଳ ଓ 
ଆଠମଲ୍ଲିକ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ଗଡ଼ନାୟକ, କେନ୍ଦୁଝରରେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଗଡ଼ନାୟକ ଓ ସର୍ଦ୍ଦାର, ସମ୍ବଲପୁର, କଳାହାଣ୍ି ଓ 
ବଲାଙ୍ଗିର ଜିଲ୍ଲାରେ ଗୌନ୍ତିଆ, ଦଶପଲ୍ଲା ବୌଦ୍ଧ ଓ ନୟାଗଡ଼ରେ ଗଡ଼ତିଆ, ଗଞ୍ଜାମରେ ବିଷୋଇ, ପିପିଲି, 
ଡେଲାଙ୍ଗ, ନିମାପଡ଼ା ଓ କାକଟପୁରରେ ଗଡ଼ସାମନ୍ତ ଓ ଗଡ଼ଖଣ୍ଡାୟତ ପ୍ରଥା ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ଥଲା | ଏହି ଦଳପତିମାନଙ୍କ 
ଅଧୀନରେ ପାଇକମାନେ କାମ କରୁଥଲେ ! ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ସମୟରେ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କୁ ନେଇ ଦଳପତି ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ଯୋଗ 
ଦେଉଥୁୂଲେ । ସୋମବଂଶୀ ରାଜତ୍ଵ ସମୟରେ ସୈନ୍ୟମାନେ ଏକଧାର ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ଚକ୍ରଖଣ୍ଡା, ଦୁଇଧାର ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ 
ସରଳାକ୍ୃତି ଖଣ୍ଡା, ଗୋଲ ଆକୃତି ଓ ଚତୁଷ୍ଟୋଣାକୃତି ଢାଲ, ବରା, ଛୁରୀ, ଛୁରୀକାଯୁକ୍ତ ଢାଲ, ଧନୁର୍ବାଣ ପ୍ରଭୁତି 
ଯୁଦ୍ଧରେ ବ୍ଯବହାର କରାଯାଉଥୁଲା । ପାଇକମାନେ ଶିରସ୍ତାଣ, ବକ୍ଷସ୍ତ୍ରାଣ ଓ ବାହୁଟି ପିନ୍ଧୁଥିଲେ । ଗଙ୍ଗ, 
ଗଜପତି ଓ ମରହଟ୍ଟା ଅମଳରେ ପାଇକମାନେ କଣ୍ଟିଆ ଭାଲିମୁଖ, କ୍ଷୁର, କାଉତୁଣ୍ଚି, ଅର୍ଵଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ବାଳୁତଦାନ୍ତି, 
କଟାରୀ, ଯୋଡ଼ା ଯୁଆଳ, ହାବୂଡ଼ା, ସପ୍ତାଶ୍ଵର, ପଞ୍ଚାଶ୍ଵର, ଗୋପୁଛୁ, ଫରକଟା, ବାଘନଖୁଆ, ବାଙ୍କଛୁରୀ, 
କାଣ୍ଡସର ଓ କାଣ୍ଡ ଇତ୍ୟାଦି ବ୍ୟବହାର କରୁଥିଲେ | 


ଜୈତ୍ର ଯାତ୍ରା ସମୟରେ ସାମରିକ ବାହିନୀକୁ ଉତ୍ତେଜିତ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରକାରର ସାମରିକ ବାଦ୍ୟ 
ଯଥା :- ଧଂସା, ଧମାଲୁ, ବୀର କାହାଳୀ, ଦୁନ୍ଦୁଭି, ପଖାଉଜ, ଡମ୍ପନାଗରା, ଟମକ, ମହୁରୀ, ଭୋଡ଼ଙ୍ଗ, 
ତେଲିଙ୍ଗିବାଜା, ଶଙ୍ଖ, ଶିଙ୍ଗା, ତାଳଯନ୍ତ୍ର ବୀଣା, ଭେରୀ, ତୁରୀ, ଢୋଲ ଓ ଚାଙ୍କୁ ପ୍ରକୃତିର ବ୍ୟବହାର 
କରାଯାଉଥୁଲା, ଏବର ଜାତୀୟ ପତାକା ପରି ସେତେବେଳେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଯୁଦ୍ଧ ପତାକାର ଏକ ସମ୍ମାନଜନକ ସ୍ଥାନ 
ଥିଲା | 


କେତେକ ପ୍ରସିଦ୍ଧ ସ୍ଥାନ ଓ ସେଠାକାର ଦଳପତିଙ୍କ ଉପାଧୂ- 
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ଗଙ୍ଗ ପଡ଼ା - ବୈରିଗଞ୍ଜନ, ବାଉଁଶଗଡ଼ - ଫତେସିଂ, କମାଗୁରୁ“ଝପଟସିଂହ, ବରୁଣାଇ ( ଜଗନ୍ନାଥପୁର 
କଟକ) ଦଳେଇ, ସିକୋ-ବାହୁବଳେନ୍ଦ୍ର ବାଙ୍ଗରୋବା ¬ ଉତ୍ତରକବାଟ, ରଥୁପୁର - ମଲ୍ରଣସିଂହ, ଘାଟିକିଆ 
¬ ଚମ୍ପରି ( ବାହୃଣ) , ରଣପୁର - ଦକ୍ଷିଣ କବାଟ, ନମଗରିଆ-ରଣବାଡ଼, ନନ୍ଦପୁର - ବଳୀୟାରସିଂହ, ଅନ୍ଧାରୁଆ 
¬ ଗଡ଼ବାଡ଼, କାସନ୍ଦା - ଦଳବେହେରା, ଗଡ଼ମାଣିତ୍ରୀ - ପାଇକରାୟ, ଝାଡ଼ପଡ଼ା - ଶ୍ରୀଚନ୍ଦନ, ଗୋଡ଼ିଆପଡ଼ା 
- ଡିଆଁବାଘ, ବଜ୍ରକୋଟ - ବାଘସିଂହ, ବାଘମାରି-ମାନ ସିଂହ, ବୋଲଗଡ଼ - ରାୟସିଂହ, କୂଶପଲା - 
ବଳବନ୍ତରାୟ, ଧଉଳିଗଡ଼ - ସଂଗ୍ରାମ ସିଂହ, ଗିରିମା - ଚମୁପତି (ବ୍ାହୁଣ), ଖୁରିଆ - ମତ୍ତଗଜସିଂହ, 
ହରିଡ଼ାମଡ଼ା - ମଙ୍ଗରାଜ, କୋକଲ - ପଟ୍ଟନାୟକ (କରଣ), ରୋଡ଼ଙ୍ଗ- ବକ୍ତି (ଉକ୍କଳ ଇତିହାସର ଏକ ଅଜ୍ଞାତ 
ଅଧ୍ୟାୟ-ଚକ୍ରଧର ମହାପାତ୍ର ପୁ-୩୨ ୨) । 


ଖୋରଧା ରାଜ୍ୟରେ ଥବା ଏକସ୍ତରଟି ଗଡ଼ର ନାମ - 


ଖୁରୁଧା, ରଥୀପୁର, ବରଗଡ଼, ଶିଶୁପାଳଗଡ଼, ଝାରପଡ଼ା, କପିଳପ୍ରସାଦ, ପାତ୍ରପଡ଼ା, ଜେନାପୁର, 
ଜାମୁକୋଳି, ତାପଙ୍ଗ, ଛତରମା, ଲାଉସିଂହ, ଗଙ୍ଗପଡ଼ା, ମଳିପଡ଼ା, ଡୁମୁଡ଼ୁମା, ପଲ, ରାମେଶ୍ଵର, ମଣିବନ୍ଧ, 
ମାଣିକାଗୋଡ଼ା, ମଙ୍ଗୋଳ, କୋରମଟି, କାଇମାଟିଆ, କନ୍ଦଳଗଡ଼, ମଙ୍ଗଳାଯୋଡ଼ି, ଜରିପଡ଼ା, ରୋଡ଼ଙ୍ଗ, 
କରାମ, ମଳିପଡ଼ା, ନରସିଂହ ପ୍ରସାଦ, ବରନଗଡ଼ (ବାରଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼), କେରଙ୍ଗ, ମୃତୁଞଜାୟଗଡ଼, କାଇମାଟିଆ, 
ଉଷୁନା ବାରଣ୍ଡା ( ବରପଦା) ବଳଭଦ୍ର ପ୍ରସାଦ, ନସିଲି ( ନୂଆପଲ୍ୀ) ବିଂଝାରଗିରି, ତରକାଇ, ସୋରଣଗଡ଼, 
ମାଟିଆପଡ଼ା, ବଙ୍ଗରୋ, ଲିଙ୍ଗରୋ, କୋକଲ, କରକି, ରେମ୍ବାଳରେ । 


ହିନ୍ଦୁ ରାଜାଙ୍କଦ୍ଵାରା ସରବରାକାରମାନଙ୍କ ଶାସିତ ୩୦ଗୋଟି ( ପ୍ରକୃତରେ ୨୯) ଜମିଦାରୀରେ ୧ ୨ ୯ଟି 
ଗଡ଼ ବା କିଲ୍ଲା ଥଲା | ବାଙ୍କ, ଡମପଡ଼ା, ଟିଟିରି, କାନୁପଡ଼ା, ବଡ଼ମ୍ବା, ତିଗିରିଆ, ନରସିଂହପୁର, ଅନୁଗୁଳ, 
ତାଳଚେର, ମୁକ୍ତେଶ୍ଵର, ଢେଙ୍କାନାଳ, ଆଠଗଡ଼, ସରଣ୍ଡା, ବଜ୍ୁକୋଟ, ଅଚଳକୋଟ, ନୟାଗଡ଼, ଖଶ୍ଚିଆପଡ଼ା 
( ଖଣ୍ଡପଡ଼ା), ରଣପୁର, ଦଶପଲ୍ଲା, ବାଣପୁର (ସୋରଣତରା ହେରି) କଳହରି (କୁହୁଡ଼ି) ବଙ୍କାଡ଼ (ବାଣପୁର) 


ପାରିକୁଦ ଓ ଛତୁଗଡ଼, ଘୁମୁସର, ଖଲିକୋଟ, କୋଦଳା ଆଠଗଡ଼, ଚିକିଟି, ମହୁରିସେରଗଡ଼ ପାଲୁର, ଟିକାଲି 
ଓ ରଘୁନାଥପୁର | 


men mm — 


ଏାତିହାସିକ ଖୁରୁଧା ଦୁର୍ଗ ଭୋଇବଂଶର ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠାତା ରାଜା ପ୍ରଥମ ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦେବ, ତିନି ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ଖଣ୍ଡାୟତ 
ଗଡ଼କୋକଲର ବାଘୁପାତ୍ରା ଘୋରଡ଼ିଆର ଝାଡ଼ୁପରିଡ଼ା, ମଳିପଡ଼ା ( ତାପଙ୍ଗଁ)ର ସରଣି ପତ୍ରଙ୍କ ସହାୟତାରେ 
ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରିଥିଲେ | ସେ ଆଫଗାନମାନଙ୍କୁ ଘଉଡ଼ାଇ ଜଗତରନାଥ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥଙ୍କ ବ୍ରହ୍ମକୁ, କୁଜଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼ରୁ ଅଣାଇ 
ଖୁରୁଧାର ବରୁଣାଇ ପାହାଡ଼ ତଳେ ବନଯାଗ କରାଇ ଶ୍ରୀମୁର୍ଭିମାନଙ୍କୁ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ମନ୍ଦିରର ଶୂନ୍ୟ ସିଂହାସନରେ 
ପୁନଃ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରାଇଥଲେ | ସେଥୁପାଇଁ ତାଙ୍କୁ ଦିତିଇନ୍ଦ୍ରଦୁମନ କୁହାଗଲା | ଖୋରଧା ଦୁଗର ନାମ ହେଲା 


ନୂତନ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥପୁର କଟକ । ( ଖୁରୁଧା ଦର୍ପଣ, ପ୍ରଥମଭାଗ) | 


ଖୋରଧାର ଦଳେଇ ଦଳବେହେରାଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ରଥୁପୁର ହେଉଛି ଏକପ୍ରମୁଖ ଗଡ଼ | ଗଜପତ ପ୍ରତାପରୁଦ୍ର 
ଦେବ ଏ ଦ୍ରର୍ଗରେ ସାମୟିକ ଭାବେ ବିଶ୍ରାମ ନେଉଥିଲେ | ଭୋଇବଂଶର ରାଜା ପ୍ରଥମ ଦବ୍ୟସଂହ ଦେବଙ୍କର 
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ଏହି ଦୁର୍ଟରେ ଅଭିଷେକ ଉତ୍ସବ ହୋଇଥଲା | ପଲ୍ଲୀକବି ନନ୍ଦକିଶୋର ବଳଙ୍କ ପୂର୍ବ ପୁରୁଷ ରଥପୁରର ଜେନା 
ପରିବାର ଏଠାରୁ ଯାଇ କଟକ ଜିଲ୍ଲାର ସତ୍ୟଭାମାପୁରରେ ରହିଥିଲେ । ଏଇ ମଣିମଲ୍ଲ ରଣସିଂହଙ୍କ ବଂଶରେ 
ଉତ୍କଳଗୌରବ ମଧୁସୂଦନ ଦାସ କନ୍ଧ ଗ୍ରହଣ କରିଥିଲେ | ଗଜପତି ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦେବ ମୁସଲମାନଧର୍ମ 
ଗ୍ରହଣ କରି ଯବନକନ୍ୟା ସୌରାକୁ ଏଇ ଦୁର୍ଗରେ ବିବାହ କରିଥଲେ | ବିଖ୍ୟାତ ବୈଷ୍ଣବକବି ଭୂପତି ପଶ୍ଚିତ 
ଏହିଠାରେ ଅବସ୍ଥାନ କରି ତାଙ୍କର ଅସାଧାରଣ ଲାଳିତ୍ୟପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ପ୍ରେମପଞ୍ଚାମୂତ ଓ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଚଉତିଶାମାନ ରଚନା 
କରିଥିଲେ | ଏଇ ଗଡ଼ର ଗଡ଼ାଧୂଶଙ୍କ ଉପାଧୂ ଥଲା ମଲ୍ଲରଣସିଂହ । ସାକ୍ଷୀଗୋପାଳ ଏହିଠାରେ ବହୁଦିନଧରି 
ପୂଜା ପାଉଥିଲେ | ଏବେ ସେ ରଥପୁରଗଡ଼ର ସେ ପୂର୍ବଗୌରବ ଆଉ ନାହିଁ । ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ଦୁର୍ଗ ଭାଙ୍କି ମାଟି 
ଗଦାରେ ପରିଣତ ହୋଇଛି । 


ପବିତ୍ର ଦୟାନଦୀ କୂଳରେ ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ଭୋରଶୈଳ ବର୍ଭମାନ ଅରାଗଡ଼ ପାହାଡ଼ତଳେ ଜଟଣୀ ସହରର 
ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ପଶ୍ଚିମ ଦିଗରେ ରେଙ୍ଗଳଗଡ଼ ଅବସ୍ଥିତ | ଏହି ଭୋରଗଶୈଳ ଦ୍ଵାଦଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଭାରତ ବିଖ୍ୟାତ 
ବୌଦ୍ଧପୀଠ ଥୁଲା । ବିଖ୍ୟାତ ବୌଦ୍ଧ ପଣ୍ଡିତ ଦିଙ୍ନାଗ ଏଠାରେ ମୁଖ୍ୟ ବୌଦ୍ଧ ସନ୍ନ୍ୟାସୀ ଥଲେ । ତାଙ୍କ 
ନାମାନୁସାରେ ଡେଲାଙ୍ଗର ନାମକରଣ ହୋଇଛି ବୋଲି କୁହାଯାଏ ! ଦିଙ୍୍‌ନାଗଙ୍କ ସହ ବହୁ ବୌଦ୍ଧ ପଣ୍ତିତ 
ଏଠାରେ ରହି ଧର୍ମ ପ୍ରଚାର ସହ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରସିଦ୍ଧ ବୌଦ୍ଧ ଗ୍ରନ୍ନ ରଚନା କରିଥଲେ | ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଏକମାତ୍ର ସମର 
ଶାସ୍ତ୍ର ରଚୟିତା କହ୍ଲେଇ ଚଅ୍ଚତଭ୍ତିରାୟ ଏଇ ଗ୍ରାମର ଦଳବେହେରା ବଂଶରେ ଅଧୂପ ଥଲେ | 


ବନ୍ଦଇ ରେଙ୍ଗଳଗଡ଼ ନାଇକ ଛାମୁରେ, 
ପାଇକେ ଗାଇବେ ଏହା ଯାତରା କାଳରେ ! 
ଖଣ୍ଡାୟତ କୂଳ ଆମ ସାମନ୍ତ ମାତର, 
ତୋହରି ଚରଣ ତଳେ ଶରଣ ସମ୍ଭାଳ | 
(alana) 


ଗଜପତି ଦ୍ଵିତୀୟ ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ରଦେବ ମୁସଲମାନ ଯୁବତୀ ସୌରାକୁ ବିବାହ କରିବାରୁ ରାଜଦରବାରେ 
ମୁସଲମାନ ପ୍ରଭାବ ପଡ଼ିଥିଲା | ଗଜପତି ମଧ୍ଯ ଖଲିଫା ଗଦାଧର ମଙ୍ଗରାଜଙ୍କ ଜଣେ ମୁଖ୍ୟ କର୍ମଚାରୀ ଭାବେ 
ନିଯୁକ୍ତି ଦେଇଥିଲେ । କେରଙ୍ଗ, କଡ଼ବ, ମୂଳଝର, ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ପାରିକ୍ଷେତା ମାଣିକଗେଡ଼ା, ମକୁନ୍ଦ ପ୍ରସାଦ, 
ରାଉତପଡ଼ା, ମୁଳଝର, ଡ଼ୁମୁଡ଼ୁମା, ଯଦୂପୁର ପ୍ରଭୁତିଗ୍ରାମ ମାନଙ୍କରେ ମୁସଲମାନ ଦଳବେହେରା ରହିଥିଲେ । 
ମାଣିକାଗୋଡ଼ାର ମୁସଲମାନ ଦଳବେହେରା ଏବେ ମଧ୍ଯ ସେଠିକାର ଦଶହରା ଯଜ୍ଞରେ କୁଶବଟୁ ଲଗାଇ 
ପୁରୋଧାଭାବେ ଯଜ୍ଞକାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ସମାପନ କରନ୍ତି | ହିନ୍ଦୁ ମୁସଲମାନ ସମନ୍୍‌ୟର ଏହା ଏକ ଅପୂର୍ବ ନିଦର୍ଶନ । 


ଖେର୍ଵା ନିକଟ ପ୍ରସିଦ୍ଧ ଗଙ୍ଗପଡ଼ା ଗଡ଼ର ଭାଗୁ ଓ ମାଖନ ଦଳବେହେରା ଭାତୃଦ୍ଵୟ ଫିରିଙ୍ଗ ବିରୋଧୀ 
ଥିଲେ | ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀଙ୍କର ଅସାଧାରଣ ସଙ୍ଗଠନ ଶକ୍ତିଥଲା ! ଖୋରଧାର ମାଜିଷ୍ଟେଟ ଫରେଷ୍ଟର୍‌ ସାହେବ 
କ୍ୟାପ୍‌ଟେନ୍‌ ଲାଟମ୍ୟାନ ସଦଳବଳେ ଗଙ୍ଗପଡ଼ା ଗଡ଼କୁ ଘେରାଉକରି ଶତ୍ରୁ ସମାନ୍ତରାୟଙ୍କ ଧରି ନପାରି ତାଙ୍କ 
ଅନ୍ୟ ତିନିଭାଇ ଚଉତିରିଶ ଜଣ ବିଦ୍ରୋହୀଙ୍କୁ ଧରି ପିପିଲି ପଠାଇ ଦେଇଥୁଲେ ! ( ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ - ପଶ୍ିତ 
ସୂର୍ଯ୍ୟ ନାରାୟଣ ଦାଶ) ଘୁମୁସର ରାଜା ଶ୍ରୀକରଭଞ୍ଜ ବକ୍ସି ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ସହାୟ ନେଇ ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ 
ଯିବାରୁ ଉନବିଂଶ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀର ପ୍ରଥମ ପାଦରେ ଇଂରେଜମାନେ କୌଶଳରେ ସେ ବଂଶକ ନ ଧ୍ୃଂସ କରିଥଲେ | 
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ଖୋରଧା ଗଜପତିଙ୍କ ଅଧୀନରେ ନିମ୍ନଲିଖ୍ନତ ଦଳେଇ ଦଳବେହେରା ସର୍ଦ୍ଦାର ପ୍ରଭୃତି ଥଲେ | 
ଦଳବେହେରା :- 


ଛୋଟିଯୋଡ଼ି, କୃମ୍ଭାରଖାତିଆ, ହରିରାଜପୁର ଜାମୁକୋଳି, ଅନ୍ଧାରୁଆ, ସୋରଣ, କୁହୁଡ଼ି, କାସନ୍ଦା, 
ଓରଡ଼, ପଙ୍ଗାରସିଂହ, କୋତଳାଙ୍ଗ, ଭଜାଗଡ଼, ତିରିମଲ, ସାଆନ୍ତା, ମାଟିଆପଡ଼ା, ଟୀକାତାଳ, ବୋଲଗଡ଼, 
ବାଲିହୁଙ୍କା, ଶିଶୁପୀଳଗଡ଼, ମାଣିବନ୍ଧ ବାଙ୍କୋଇ, ଖଲ୍ଲିକୋଟ, ଅରଖପଲ୍ତିୟ ସାନପଦର, ସିକୋ, କାଳୁପଡ଼ା, 


ଗୋଡ଼ିପଡ଼ା, ବଡ଼ପୋଖରିଆ), ଗିରିଗିରିଆ, ସୁନ୍ଦରପଦା ସାମନ୍ତରାୟ, ଖୁଦୃପୁର ପାଇକରାୟ, ମୋଟରି ଦଳସିଂହ, 
ଖୁରିଆ, ଗଡ଼ସିରେଇ ଗଡ଼ତୁରିଆ, ପାଞଚଗା, ପୋଖରିପୁଟ, ଗଡ଼ବରପଦା (ଓଷଣା) , ମୂଳଝ୍ର, ଗଡ଼ସିରେଇ | 


ଦଳେଇ :-¬ 


ଦୁର୍ଗାପୁର, ଆଙ୍କୋଇ, ମଧୁପୁର, ଅରିସଲ, ନନ୍ଦପୁର, କନ୍ତିଆ, ଝାରକଟା, ସାନପୁଟ, ବଡ଼ପୁଟ, 
ବାଉଁଶଗଡ଼, କମାଗୁରୁ, ବରୁଣାଇ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ କଟକ, ବାଙ୍ଗରୋବା, ଘାଟିକିଆ, ରଣପୁର, ନମଗରିଆ, 
ଗଉତିଆପଡ଼ା, ବଜୁକୋଟ, ବାଘମାରି, କୁଶପଲା, ଧଉଳିଗଡ଼, ଗିରିମା | 


ଉତ୍କଳ କଳିଙ୍ଗକୁ ମୋଗଲ ଯୁଗର ଏତିହାସିକ ଆବୁଲ ଫାଜଲ ଦୁର୍ଗ ମାଳିନୀ ଜାଲ ଘେରାଵୋଲି 

ଆକବର ନାମାରେ ବର୍ଣ୍ଣନା କରି କଳିଙ୍ଗ ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ ଗୋଟିଏ କୌତୁହଳ ଉଦ୍ଦୀପକ ଶ୍ଳୋକ ରହିଛି | କଳିଙ୍ଗରାଜା 
ଅଇଲେଣି ଏହା ଶୁଣିଲେ କଳିଙ୍ଗରେ ଢୁକିଥବା ଶତ୍ୁୁଏ ଲଟାକୁ ପଳାନ୍ତି | ରାତ୍ରରେ ଶୋଇ ବିଳିବିଳାନ୍ତିୟ ହେଇ 
କଳିଙ୍ଗରାଜା ଅଇଲେ । ବଣର ଶୁକମାନେ ତାହା ଶୁଶି କହିବା ମାତ୍ରେ ବଣରେ ବି କଳିଙ୍ଗର ଶତ୍ସମାନେ 
ରହିପାରନ୍ତି ନାହିଁ । 

“  ଅୟୁଂ କିଳାୟାତ ଇତୀରିପୋରବାଗ୍‌ 

ଭୟାଦିୟା ଦସ୍ଯ ରିପୂର୍ବୃଥାବନମ୍‌ । 

ଶୁତାସ୍ତଦୂସ୍ତ୍ରାପ ଗିରସ୍ତଦକ୍ଷରାଃ 

ପଠଦ୍ଭିରତ୍ରାସି ଶୁକୈର୍ବନେପି ସଃ ।” 

ନୟ ଚରିଚମ୍‌ ୧୬.୬୫. 


®, 
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କୀର୍ଭିପୂତ ଗଡ଼ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ଓ ୧୮୧୭ ପାଇକ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହ - ଏକ ଆଲେଖ୍ୟ 


ବନବିହାରୀ ନାୟକ 


ପ୍ରଥମରୁ କହିରଖେ - ଆମର କେତେକ ଏତିହ୍ୟ ଇତିହାସ ଉପରେ ଚରିଗଲାଣି ପରସ୍ତ ପରସ୍ତ ଧୂଳି, 
ମଳି ଓ ଅନ୍ଧାର | ତା” ଭିତରୁ ଆମ ପୂର୍ବ ପୁରୁଷଙ୍କ କୀର୍ଭିକଳାପରୁ ଟୁକୁଡ଼ାଏ ପାଇବା ଦୁଷ୍ଠର | ଦନ୍ତକଥା 
ଇତିହାସ ନୂହ | ସେଥିରୁ ଇତିହାସ ଖୋଜିବା କଳା ମୋତେ ଅନ୍ତତଃ ଜଣା ନାହିଁ । କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ଗଡ଼ ଉପରେ କିଛି 
ଲେଖୁବାବେଳେ ଡ: ସତ୍ୟାନନ୍ଦ ପଣ୍ଡା ମହାଶୟ ମୋର ଏଠାରେ ଏକମାତ୍ର ଭରସା । ସ୍ଵୀକାର କରୁଛି, 
ତାଙ୍କର 'Paradip, in past and present’ ବହିଟି ମୋର ମୁଖ୍ୟ ତଥ୍ୟ ଧାରିକା | ତାଙ୍କ ପାଖରେ 
ନିଃସଙ୍କୋଚ କୃତଜ୍ଞତା ଜଣାଉଛି । 


କଳାପାହାଡ଼ କବଳରୁ ଅର୍ଵବଦଗ୍ଧ ଦାରୁମୁର୍ରି ଗର୍ଭରୁ ନାଭିବ୍ରହ୍ମ ଉଦ୍ଧାର କରି ବିଶର ମହାନ୍ତି ନାମକ ଜଣେ 
ବୈଷ୍ଣବ ମୃଦଙ୍ଗ ଭିତରେ ବ୍ରହ୍ମ ପଦାର୍ଥ ରଖ ବଙ୍ଗପ୍ରଦେଶର ଗଙ୍ଗା କୂଳରୁ କିଛି କାଳପରେ ଚାଲିଚାଲି ପହଞ୍ଚଲେ 
କୂଜଙ୍ଗ । ଖୋରଧା ରାଜାଙ୍କ ପାଖକୁ ଗଲେ ନାହିଁ । କୂଜଙ୍ଗ ଖଶ୍ଡେଇତ ଅନନ୍ତ ନରେନ୍ଦ୍ର ସାମନ୍ତଙ୍କ * ' ଧାନ 
ଓଳିଆ ଉପରେ ବିଜେ କଲେ ମୃଦଙ୍ଗ କଳେବରଧାରୀ ବ୍ରହ୍ମାଣ୍ଡ ନାୟକ ।” ^ “ ' ଖୁରୁଧା ଖୁରରେ ସେତେବେଳେ 
ଧାର ନଥୁଲା | କିଏ ସମ୍ଭାଳି ଥାଆନ୍ତା ବ୍ରହ୍ମାଣ୍ଡ ନାୟକଙ୍କ ନାଭିବ୍ରହ୍ମଙ୍କୁ ? କଳାପାହାଡ଼ର କାଳକଟାକ୍ଷ ତଥାପି 
ନିମୀଳିତ ହୋଇ ନାହିଁ । ୧ ୫୬୮ରୁ ୧୫୭୫ ଯାଏ ପୁରୀରେ ପରା ମୁସଲମାନ ଶାସକ ଡେରା ପକେଇ 
ରହିଥାନ୍ତି । କେଉଁଠି ଆଶ୍ରା ନେଇଥାନ୍ତେ ବ୍ରହ୍ମାଣ୍ଡ ଠାକୁର ? 


ଆଶ୍ରା ଦେଇଥିଲେ ଆମ କୁଜଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼ ଜମିଦାର, ଶରଣରକ୍ଷଣ, ବସଳ ପୁରୁଷ | ଜମିଦାର ନୁହ ବରଂ 
ତାଙ୍କୁ କହିବା ରାଜା, ମହାମାନ୍ୟ ରାଜାଧ୍ଵରାଜ | ଆମ ଆଧ୍ଧାତ୍ମିକ, ସାଂସ୍କୃତିକ ଆସ୍ଥା ପିଣ୍ଡର ରକ୍ଷକ, ଅଭିଭାବକ | 
୧୫ ୬୮ରେ କଳାପାହାଡ଼ “ ଲୁହାର ବାଡ଼ ଭାଙ୍ଗି ଦିଅଁମାନଙ୍କୁ ଅପହରଣ କଲା ଗଡ଼କୋକଲର ଭେଦୁଆ, 
ଲାଞ୍ଆ ଗ୍ରାମଶୁଳ ସାହାଯ୍ୟରେ | ୧୫୬୮-୬୯ରୁ ଧାନ ଭାଡ଼ି ଉପରେ କିଛିକାଳ, ପୁଣି ଆଉ କେଉଁଠି 
ଆତ୍ସଗୋପନ କରି, ଖୁରୁଧା ରାଜାଙ୍କ ୯ ଅଙ୍କରେ କୁଜଙ୍ଗରୁ ବ୍ରହ୍ମ ଆସିଲେ ଖୁରୁଧା । ଗଜପତି ରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ର 
ଦେବ ଖୁରୁଧାରେ ଦିଅଁଙ୍କ ନବକଳେବର କରି “ ଅ୧୧ଙ୍କେ କକଡ଼ା ଦି ୧୮ନ ଶ୍ରାବଣ ଶୁକ୍ଲ ନବମୀ ଦିନ ଶ୍ରୀ 
ପୁରୁଷୋତ୍ତମ ବଡ଼ ଦେଉଳେ ରତ୍ୃସିଂହାସନେ ବିଜେ କରାଇଲେ | ବ୍ରହ୍ମ ଆଣିଲା ବିଶର ମହାନ୍ତି କି ପୋର 
ନାଏକ କଲେ ।'' (ମାଦଳାପାଞ୍ଜି) । ସେଥପାଇଁ “ “ଶ୍ରୀରାମଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦେବ ମହାରାଜାଙ୍କୁ ଦୂତୀ ଇନ୍ଦ୍ରଦୁମନ 
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ବୋଲି ଶାଢ଼ି ଦେଲେ |” ମାତ୍ର ଗଡ଼ କୁଜଙ୍ଗର ମହାନୂଭବ ରାଜାଙ୍କୁ କିଛି ମିଳିଲା ନାହିଁ । ନମିନୁ, ତାଙ୍କର 
ଏ ଅନନ୍ୟ ସେବାଧର୍ମ ଓ ରାଜନୋଚିତ କ୍ଷାତ୍ରଧର୍ମ ପାଇଁ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ସଦୈବ ସ୍ମରଣୀୟ ରହିବ ଯେତେକାଳ 
ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ପୁରୀରେ ପୂଜା ପାଉଥବେ | ଏ ନୈସର୍ଗିକ ଅବଦାନକୁ ଇତିହାସ ସ୍ବୀକୃତି ଦେଉ ନଦେଉ ଜନମାନସର 
ରତ୍ସଭଶ୍ଡାରରେ ସର୍ବକାଳୀନ ସାଇତା ସମ୍ପଦ ହୋଇ ରହିବ । କେବଳ ଏତିକି ନୁହେଁ ୧୮୧୭ ପାଇକ 
ବିଦ୍ରୋହରେ "Khurda, Kujanga, Kanika" (3 K ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ରୂପେ ବିଦିତ) ତ୍ରିଶକ୍ତି ମେଣ୍ଟରେ ରହି 
ଇଂରେଜ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ସଶସ୍ତ ସଂଗ୍ରାମ କରି ପ୍ରମୁଖ ଅଂଶୀଦାର ରୂପେ କୁଜଙ୍ଗର ନାମ ରାଜନୈତିକ ଇତିହାସରେ 
ସ୍ଵର୍ଣ୍ଚା୍ଷରରେ ଲିପିବଦ୍ଧ ହୋଇ ରହିଛି ଓ ରହିବ । କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ଇଷ୍ଟଇଶ୍ତିଆ କମ୍ପାନୀ ସରକାରର ମୁଣ୍ଡବ୍ୟଥାର 
କାରଣ ହୋଇଥଲା | ରାଜ୍ୟ ଅଭିଲେଖାଗାରରେ ଗଛିତ ୧୮୧୭ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସମ୍ପର୍କିତ ମୋଟ ୫ ୬ଟି 
ଚିଠିପତ୍ର ଭିତରୁ କେବଳ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ପାଇକ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ ୧୭ଟି ଚିଠି (୩୦.୬. ୧୮୧୭ରୁ 
୨ ୨. ୧୦. ୧୮୧୦୭ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଦିଆନିଆ ହୋଇଥଲା | ଏଥିରୁ ଅନୁମିତ କୂଜଙ୍ଗ ବିପ୍ଳବର ତେନ୍ତୁଲିଆବିଛା 
ଇଂରେଜକୁ କିପରି ଦଂଶିଥୂଲା ! ସ୍ବାଧୀନଚେତା କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ରାଜା ଓ ପ୍ରଜା, ପାଇକ କୃଷକ, ସମସ୍ତେ ବକ୍ତି 
ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ବଦ୍ୟାଧର ମହାପାତ୍ର ଭ୍ରମରବରରାୟଙ୍କ ଆହ୍ବାନରେ ମାତିଥଲେ, ତାତିଥିଲେ | କୁଜଙ୍ଗ, ହରିଶପୁର, 
ମରିଚପୁର, ପଟ୍ଟାମୁଣ୍ଡେଇ, ଅସୁରେଶ୍ବର, ଆଳି, କନିକା ପ୍ରଭୃତି ମୋଗଲ ବନ୍ଦୀ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ନିଆଁ 
ଜଳିଥଲା | ହରିଶପୁର ଜମିଦାର (ରୀଜା) ମଧୁସୂଦନ ମଙ୍ଗରାଜ, ଗଡ଼କୁଜଙ୍ଗର ରାଜା ମଧୁସୂଦନ ଷଣ୍ଢ, 
ସଂଗ୍ରାମୀ ବାମଦେବ ପାଟଯୋଷୀ, ନାରାୟଣ ପରମଗୁରୁ ପ୍ରଭୃତି ବିପ୍ଲବର ନାୟକମାନେ କମ୍ପାନୀ ସରକାରକୁ 
ଦୋହଲେଇ ଦେଇଥଲେ | ଫଳରେ କ୍ୟାପଟେନ୍‌ ରବର୍ଟ କେନେଟ, କ୍ୟାପଟେନ ମ୍ୟାକ୍ଲଏଡ୍‌ ୨୦୦୦ 
ସୈନ୍ୟ ସହ ପଟ୍ଟାମୁଣ୍ଡାଇ ଓ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ଯାଇ ସର୍ଭ ମୁତାବକ ସ୍ଥାନୀୟ ରାଜାନ୍ଵଭୋଜୀ ପାଇକମାନଙ୍କ ସହ ମିଶି 
କଠୋର ହସ୍ତରେ ବିଦ୍ରୋହ ଦମନ କରିବାକୁ ସକ୍ଷମ ହୋଇଥିଲେ | ରାଜାଙ୍କୁ ସିଂହାସନଚ୍ୟୁତ କରିବାକୁ ଧମକ 
ଦେଇ ବିପ୍ଲବୀ ପରମଗୁରୁ ଓ ପାଟଯୋଷୀଙ୍କୁ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ ସହଯୋଗରେ ଧରି ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ ଆଜୀବନ 
କାରାଦଣ୍ଡରେ ଦଣ୍ତିତ କରିଥିଲେ | ରାଜା ବନ୍ଦି ହୋଇଥିଲେ ମାତ୍ର ସେ କମ୍ପାନୀ ସରକାରକୁ ସହଯୋଗ 
କରିଥୁବାରୁ ପରେ ମୁକ୍ତ ହୋଇଥିଲେ । 


ଗଡ଼ କୂଜଙ୍ଗର ନାମକରଣ ସମ୍ବନ୍ଧରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଜଣେ ସମରକଳା ବିଶାରଦ ଓ ସମର ସଂସ୍କୃତି ପୁସ୍ତକ 
ରଚୟିତା ପଣ୍ଡିତ ଉପେନ୍ଦ୍ରଭଞ୍ଜ ରାଉତ କହନ୍ତି ¬ “ ' ଯେପରି ମହାରାଜ ଭରତଙ୍କ ନାମାନୁସାରେ ଭାରତ ବର୍ଷ, 
ଅସୁରରାଜ ବଳୀଙ୍କ ପୁତ୍ର କଳିଙ୍ଗଙ୍କ ନାମାନୁସାରେ ଆମ ରାଜ୍ୟର ନାମ କଳିଙ୍ଗ, ସେହିପରି ମହାରାଜ କୁଡ଼ୁଙ୍ଗଙ୍କ 
ନାମାନୁସାରେ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ହୋଇଛି |”  ‘ ଅଶୃତ୍ଥ କ୍ଷେତ୍ର ମାହାତ୍୍ୟୟ ପୁରାଣ ଅନୁସାରେ କୁଜଙ୍ଗର ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ନାମ 
ଥିଲା ଅଶ୍ବତ୍ଥକ୍ଷେତ୍ର । ପୁରୀ ଶ୍ରୀକ୍ଷେତ୍ର କେନ୍ଦ୍ରାପଡ଼ା ବଳଦେବ ଜୀଉଙ୍କ ପୀଠ ତୁଳସୀ କ୍ଷେତ୍ର ଓ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ 
ସୁଭଦ୍ରାକ୍ଷେତ୍ର ରୂପେ ମଧ୍ଯ ବିଦିତ | କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ରାଜ୍ୟର ରାଜଧାନୀ ଥୁଲା ୫/୬ କି.ମି. ଦୂରରେ ଅବସ୍ଥିତ 
ପାରାଦୀପ ଗଡ଼ ଯାହା ବର୍ଭମାନ ଦେଶର ପୂର୍ବ ଉପକୂଳରେ ଅବସ୍ଷିତ ଗଭୀରତମ ବନ୍ଦର ରୂପେ ଖ୍ୟାତି ଲାଭ 
କରିଛି । କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ରାଜ୍ୟ ଚତୁଃସୀମା ଇତିହାସରେ ମିଳେ ନାହିଁ ମାତ୍ର ଗୋଟି ସଂସ୍କୃତ ଶ୍ଲୋକରୁ କୂଜଙ୍ଗର 
ଚଉହଦିର ସୂଚନା ମିଳେ । ଶ୍ଲୋକଟି ଏହିପରି - 


ଯସ୍ୟ ପ୍ରାଚ୍ୟାଂ ଲବଣଜଳଧୁଃ ଖ୍ୟାତୋ ବଙ୍ଗୋପସିନ୍ଧୁଃ 
ଯମାତସ୍ୟ ହରିଶନଗରଃ କନିକା ଚୋତ୍ତରସ୍ୟ 
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ପ୍ରତୀଚ୍ୟାଂଚ କନକ କଟକବାସିନୀ ସାରଦାସା 
ଇତଥଂ ସମାଧ୍ୁଶଃ ବୃଷନ୍ଧପଃ କୀର୍ରିପୂତଃ କୁଜଙ୍ଗେ । 


ଅର୍ଥ - ଅତୀତରେ ବୃଷନ୍ଧପ ଅର୍ଥାତ୍‌ ଷଣ୍ଢ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ରାଜ୍ୟ କୁଜଙ୍ଗର ପୂର୍ବରେ ବଙ୍ଗୋପସାଗର, 
ପଶ୍ଚିମରେ ସାରଦାମଣ୍ଡଳ, ଉତ୍ତରରେ କନିକା ଓ ଯମା ଅର୍ଥାତ୍‌ ଦକ୍ଷିଣରେ ହରିଶପୁର ଅବସ୍ଥିତ ! ଏଠାରେ 
ବୃଷନୂପ ଅର୍ଥାତ୍‌ ଷଣ୍ଢ (ଷେଣ୍ଢ) ରାଜା ଶବ୍ଦ ପାଠକଙ୍କୁ ସନ୍ଦେହାଛୁନ୍ନ କରୁଥବ । ଅତୀତରେ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ଓ 
ପାରାଦ୍ଵୀପ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ଅଧ୍ବକାଂଶ କୈବର୍ଭ ସମ୍ପଦାୟର ଲୋକମାନେ ବାସ କରୁଥିଲେ ଓ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ରାଜା 
ମଧ୍ଯ କୈବର୍ଭ ଥଲେ । ସପ୍ତଦଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର ଷାଠିଏ ଦଶକ ପୂର୍ବରୁ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ରାଜ୍ୟ ୮ଟି ଗଡ଼ରେ ବିଭକ୍ତ 
ହୋଇଯାଇଥିଲା | ଯଥା :- ( ୧) ଧୋବେଇ ଗଡ଼, ( ୨) କୂଜଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼, (୩) ଅମ୍ଭିକା (ଆମ୍ଭିକି) ଗଡ଼, ( ୪) 
ଆଳିଗଡ଼, (୫) କଙ୍କଡ଼ିଆ ଗଡ଼, (୬) କାଳଦୀପ ଗଡ଼, ( ୭) ରୋମିତ ଗଡ଼ ଓ (୮) ପଲ୍ୀଗଡ଼ | ଏ ଗଡ଼ 
ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ୬ଟିରେ କୈବର୍ଭ ଏବଂ ରୋମିତ ଗଡ଼ ଓ ପଲ୍ଲୀଗଡ଼ରେ ଗୋଖା ରାଜା ( ଜମିଦାର) ରାଜତ୍ଵ କରୁଥିଲେ | 
କାଳକ୍ରମେ ତାଳଚେର ରାଜ୍ୟରୁ କେତେକ କ୍ଷତ୍ରିୟ ଆସି କୂଜଙ୍ଗ ଓ ଧୋବେଇଗଡ଼ ରାଜା ( ଜମିଦାରଙ୍କ 
ପରାସ୍ତ କରି ଏ ସମୁଦ୍ର କୂଳ ରାଜ୍ୟ ଦ୍ଵୟରେ ରାଜା ହେଲେ | ପ୍ରାୟ ୧୬୪୫ ସୁଦ୍ଧା ଗୋଟାଏ ଉନ୍ମତ୍ତ 
ମାରଣାଷଣ୍ଢ ଧୋବେଇ ଗଡ଼ରେ ମାରାତ୍ସକ ଦୌରାତ୍୍ୟୁ କଲା ଓ ଅନେକ ଧନ ଜୀବନ ନଷ୍ଟକଲା | ସେଠାକାର 
ରାଜା ଘୋଷଣା କଲେ କି ଯିଏ ସେ ଷଣ୍ଢକୁ ଆୟତ୍ତ କରି ରାଜ୍ୟରୁ ତଡ଼ିଦେବ ସେ ରାଜ୍ୟରୁ ଏକ ଚତୁର୍ଥାଂଶ 
ପୁରସ୍କାର ରୂପେ ପାଇବ । ପୁରାତନ ଯୁଗରେ ରାଜନ୍ୟବର୍ଗଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ଏ ପ୍ରକାର ପୁରସ୍କାର ଘୋଷଣା 
ହେଉଥିଲା । ଯୁଗପୁରୁଷ ସ୍ବୟଂ ଶ୍ରୀକୃଷ୍ଣ ମଧ୍ଯ ଏ ପ୍ରକାର ପ୍ରତିଯୋଗିତା ଜିତି ତତ୍ରସ୍ଥ ରାଜକନ୍ୟାଙ୍କୁ ବିବାହ 
କରିଥଲେ | ପରିଶେଷରେ ତାଳଚେର ରାଜାଙ୍କର ଜଣେ ସମ୍ପର୍କୀୟ କ୍ଷତ୍ରିୟ ଧୋବେଇଗଡ଼ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ଘୋଷଣାର 
ତାମ୍ପଫଳକ ଅର୍ଥାତ୍‌ ଲିଖୃତ ଆକାରରେ ପ୍ରତିଶ୍ରୁତ ହୋଇ ସେ ଦୁର୍ଦ୍ଦାନ୍ତ ଷଣ୍ଢକୁ ପରାସ୍ତକରି ମାରିଦେଲେ । 
ତାଙ୍କ ନାମ ଥୁଲା ମଲ୍ଲିକ ସାମନ୍ତ । କାଳକ୍ରମେ ସେ ସମଗ୍ର ଧୋବେଇଗଡ଼ ସହ ନିଜ ପରାକ୍ରମରେ କୂଜଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼କୁ 
ମଧ୍ୟ ଆୟତ୍ତକରି ଷଣ୍ଢ (ଷେଣ୍ଢ) ବଂଶ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କଲେ ୧୬୬୭ ମସିହାରେ ଓ ସମସ୍ତ ୮ଟି ଗଡ଼କୁ ଏକ 
ଶାସନାଧୀନକୁ ଆଣି ଦୀର୍ଘ ୧୮ ବର୍ଷ ରାଜା ହୋଇ ୧୬୮୫ରେ ମଲେ | ୧୬୬୭ରୁ ୧୮୬୮ ଷେଣ୍ଢ 
ବଂଶ ୨୦୧ ବର୍ଷ ରାଜତ୍ଵ କରି ବିଦ୍ୟାଧର ହରିଚନ୍ଦନ ଷେଣ୍ଢ (ଷଣ୍ଢ) ଙ୍କ ଅମଳରେ ଜମିଦାରୀଟି କମ୍ପାନୀ 
ସରକାରକୁ ଧାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ପେସ୍‌କସ୍‌ ପଇଠ କରି ନ ପାରିବାରୁ ନିଲାମରେ ବିକ୍ରି ହୋଇଗଲା । ନିଲାମଧାରୀ କ୍ରେତା 
ଥିଲେ ବର୍ଵମାନ (ବଙ୍ଗ ପ୍ରଦେଶର ରାଣୀ | ତା. ୧୮.୫. ୧୮୬୮ ଦିନ ସେ ସମୟରେ ମାତ୍ର ୫ ଲକ୍ଷ 
୫୦ ହଜାର ଟଙ୍କାରେ କୂଜଙ୍ଗ ରାଜ୍ୟ ବିକ୍ରି ହୋଇଗଲା | ପ୍ରସିଦ୍ଧ ଷଣ୍ଢ ରାଜବଂଶର ଗୌରବ ରବି ଅସ୍ତମିତ 
ହେଲା ସେହିଦିନଠାରୁ । ପରେ ସେ ବଂଶର ଧନୁର୍ଜୟ ଷଣ୍ଢ ସେମାନଙ୍କ ପୂର୍ବର ସାମନ୍ତ ସାଜ୍ଞା ଗ୍ରହଣ 
କରିଥୁଲେ | ସାମନ୍ତ ବା ଅପଭ୍ରଂଶରେ ସାଆନ୍ତ ରୂପେ ପରିଚିତ ହେଲେ | ସେ ବଂଶର ଦୂଇ ଭଉଣୀ ମଧ୍ଯରୁ 
ବଡ଼ ଭଉଣୀ ନକ୍ଷତରମାଳି ଘୁମୁସର ରାଜବଂଶରେ ବିବାହ କରିଥଲେ, ସାନ ଭଉଣୀ ରତ୍ୁମାଳି (ଜେମା) 
ନାରାୟଣ ବୀରବର ସାମନ୍ତ ( ଆଠଗଡ଼)ଙ୍କୁ ବିବାହ କରିଥିଲେ ! ଉଭୟ ସ୍ଵାମୀ ସ୍ତ୍ରୀ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବିଧାନ ସଭାକୁ 
ପ୍ରତିନିଧ୍ବତ୍ଵ କରିଥିଲେ କଂଗ୍ରେସ ଦଳରୁ |! ଉଭୟ ଥୁଲେ ସ୍ବାଧୀନତା ସଂଗ୍ରାମୀ | ସାଆନ୍ତେ ଡେପୁଟି ସ୍ତିକର 
ଥିଲେ | ସେ ୧୯୯୯ରେ ଆରପାରିକି ଗଲେ | 
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ଏତିହାସିକ ହଣ୍ଟର ସାହେବଙ୍କ ଅନୁସାରେ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ରାଜ୍ୟ ( ଜମିଦାରୀ)ର କ୍ଷେତ୍ରଫଳ ଥିଲା ୩୫୮.୭୪ 
ବର୍ଗ ମାଇଲ ବା ୨,୨୯,୩୩୬ ଏକର | ସେ ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ୧୦,୦୦୦ ଏକର କୃଷି ଉପଯୋଗୀ ଥଲା ଓ 
ଅବଶିଷ୍ଟ ଅନାବାଦୀ ଥିଲା । ବିହାର ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଗେଜେଟିଅର ଅନୁସାରେ ଏହି ରାଜ୍ୟ ୩୫୪ ବର୍ଗ ମାଇଲ 
ଥଲା | ଏହି ଜମିଦାରୀର ଏକ ଛୋଟିଆ ଅଂଶକୁ ଷଣ୍ଢ ବଂଶର ଅଯୋଗ୍ୟ ବଂଶଧର ନିଲାମ ପ୍ରକ୍କିୟାବେଳେ 
ଲୁଚାଇଥୂଲେ ଓ ପରେ ତାହା ନିଲାମ ହେଲା ପଣ୍ଡୁଆ ଜମିଦାରୀ ନାଁରେ । ବିଶ୍ଵକବି ରବୀନ୍ଦ୍ରନାଥ ଠାକୁରଙ୍କ 
ବଂଶ ଏହି ପଣ୍ଡୁଆର ଜମିଦାର ଥଲେ । ବିଶ୍ଵକବି ପଣ୍ଡୁଆ ଆସିଥଲେ, କଟକରୁ ତିର୍ରୋଲ ଡଙ୍ଗାରେ ସେଠାରୁ 
ସବାରୀରେ |! ପଣ୍ଡୁଆରେ ସେ ତାଙ୍କର ଚିତ୍ରାଙ୍ଗଦା (ନାଟକ) ଲେଖା ଆରମ୍ଭ କରିଥୁଲେ । 


କୁଜଙ୍ଗର ଅଧ୍ବବାସୀ ଅଧୁକାଂଶ କୈବର୍ଭ । କୈବର୍ଭର ସଂସ୍କୃତ ବ୍ୟୁପ୍ଭି ହେଲା - କେ (ଜଳରେ) 
ବର୍ଭତେ (ରହନ୍ତି) ଇତି - କୈବର୍ଭଃ । ଯେଉଁମାନେ ଜଳରେ ରହନ୍ତି ଅର୍ଥାତ୍‌ ନୌବାଣିଜ୍ୟ, ମାଛଧରା କିମ୍ବା 
ନୌସେନା ଭାବରେ । ସେମାନେ ଉଡ଼ରଦେଶ ବା କଳିଙ୍ଗ ରାଜାମାନଙ୍କୁ ସହାୟତା ଦେଉଥୁଲେ ଓ ତାଙ୍କର 
ନୌବାହିନୀର ନୌସେନା ଥଲେ | କଳିଙ୍ଗରାଜା ମହୋଦଧ୍‌ବ ବା ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ସାଗରରେ ସମ୍ପୂର୍ଣ ଆଧୁପତ୍ୟ ବିସ୍ତାର 
କରିଥଲେ | ଇନ୍ଦୁମତୀ ସ୍ବୟଂମ୍ବରକୁ କଳିଙ୍ଗରାଜା ହେମାଙ୍ଗଦ ଯାଇଥିଲେ ଆଶାୟୀ ବରପାତ୍ର ହିସାବରେ ! 
ଇନ୍ଦୁମତୀଙ୍କ ସହଚରୀ ରାଜାଙ୍କ ପରିଚୟ ଦେବାକୁ ଯାଇ କହିଛି “ ଭଦ୍ରେୟ ଇଏ ହେଉଛନ୍ତି ' ମହୋଦଧବ 
ସ୍ବାମୀ” ? କଳିଙ୍ଗରାଜ | ଏଥୁରୁ କଳିଙ୍ଗର ନୌବାଣିଜ୍ୟ ତଥା ନୌସେନା ଶର୍ତିର ପରିଚୟ ମିଳୁଛି । ଜାଭା, 
ସୁମାତ୍ରା, ବାଲି, ମାଳଦ୍ଵୀପ କଳିଙ୍ଗାମାନଙ୍କର ଥଲା ଚରାଭୁଇଁ, ଜୀବନାଙ୍ଗନ ! ରଜତ ଧବଳ କ୍ଷୀରୋଦରୀ 
ପାଲ ଉଡ଼ାଇ ମୟୂରକଣ୍ତୀ ବୋଇତରେ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରୁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଦ୍ରବ୍ୟଧରି ବାହାରି ପଡ଼ୁଥିଲେ ସାଧବ ପୁଅ । 
ବେପାର ବଣିଜରେ ସେମାନଙ୍କ ସାଧୁତା ଯୋଗୁ ସେମାନେ ସାଧବ ରୂପେ ବାହାର ଦେଶରେ ପରିଚିତ 
ଥିଲେ | ଚେଳିତାଳୋ ବନ୍ଦରବାଟେ ଏଠାରୁ ଯାଉଥଲା ନୂଆପାଟଣାର ପାଟଶାଢ଼ୀ, ସେ ପୁଣି ଏତେ ସରୁ ଯେ 
“ “ରଖଲେ ରହିବ ମୁଠା ଭିତରେ, ସତେ ରଖଥଲେ ବଂଶନଳୀରେ ସେ ।” ^ (ଲାବଣ୍ୟବତୀ) ନୂଆପଟଣାରୁ 
ଦି” ମାଇଲ ଦୂର ବମେଇପାଟ ଗାଁରୁ ବାଉଁଶ ନଳୀରେ ଭର୍ଭିକରି ସାଧବ ପୁଅ ଧାଏଁ ବାଲି, ବୋର୍ଣିଓ | ଖାଲି 
କଣ ସେତିକି, କଣ୍ଟିଲୋ ବାସନକୂସନ ଇଣ୍ଡୋନେସିଆରେ ଭାରି ପସନ୍ଦ | ତାକୁ ସେମାନେ କହନ୍ତି ' କଣ୍ଟାଇଲୋ 
ପଟସ' | କୂଜଙ୍ଗରୁ ଯାଉଥିଳା ବୋଇତଭରା ଚୂଡ଼ା, ବିଦେଶକୁ | କୁଜଙ୍ଗର ବେଣାଚେର ବିଚଣା (ଖସଖସ୍‌) 
ସୁଗନ୍ଧଭରା | କବିବର ରାଧାନାଥ ଲେଖୁଛନ୍ତି - 

“ * କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ଯୋଗାଏ ଉଶୀର ବ୍ୟଜନ, କନିକା ମୁକ୍ତା ପ୍ରବାଳ, 

ମହୋଦଧ୍‌ବ ବକ୍ଷେ ବହି ଦ୍ଵୀପାନ୍ତରୁ, ଆଣନ୍ତି ଯା ପୋତମାଳ ॥ 


ତାହା ମହାନଦୀ ମୁହାଣର ଚେଳିତାଳୋ ବନ୍ଦର ବାଟେ ହେଉ କି ତାମୂଲିପ୍ତିବାଟେ ବାଟେ ଓଡ଼ିଆ 
ବଣିକଙ୍କ ବୋଇତ ଲାଗୁଥଲା ସିଂହଳ, ବାଲି, ବୋର୍ଷିଓ ଘାଟରେ । କବି ସମ୍ରାଟ ଉପେନ୍ଦ୍ରଭଞ୍ଜ ଲେଖୁଲେ 
 * ବୋହିତ ଲାଗିଲା ଆସି ସିଂହଳ ଦ୍ବୀପରେ, ସାଧକ ଯୁବତୀମାନେ ଅତି ପ୍ରମୋଦରେ, ଗଲେ ବୋହିତ 


ବନ୍ଦାଇ, ଅର୍ସ୍ଯସ୍ଥାଳୀମାନ କରେ ହୁଳହୁଳି ଦେଇ ।”” 
ଚୀନ ପରିବ୍ରାଜକ ହୁଏନ୍‌ସାଂ (ଧ×ang) ୬ ୨ ୯ ଖ୍ୀଷ୍ଟାଦରେ ଆସିଥୂଲେ ଭାରତ | ସେ ତାଙ୍କ 
ବିବରଣୀରେ ଉଡ୍ରଦେଶର ଚେଳିତାଳୋ ବନ୍ଦର ବିଷୟରେ ଉଲ୍ଲେଖ କରିଛନ୍ତି । ଓଡ଼ିଶା ତଥା ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବାହାରର 
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ଗବେଷକମାନେ ଏପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ତା'ର ଅବସ୍ଥିତି ବିଷୟରେ ସର୍ବମାନ୍ୟ ତଥ୍ୟ ଦେଇ ନାହାନ୍ତି । ଡଃ ହରେକୃଷ୍ଣ 
ମହତାବ, ଲଣ୍ଡନ ଏତିହାସିକ ତଥା ହୁଏନ୍‌ସାଂଙ୍କ ଜୀବନୀ ଅନୁବାଦକ ସାମୁଏଲ ବିଲ୍‌ ହୁଏନସାଂଙ୍କ ଜୀବନୀ 
ପୁସ୍ତକ ଶେଷରେ "Bemrose and Sons Ltd., Derby, London ଦ୍ଵାରା ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ ଏକ ନକ୍ଟାରେ 
ଚେଳିତାଳୋ ମହାନଦୀ ମୁହାଣରେ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ନିକଟ ତିର୍ରୋଲ ପାଖରେ ଚିହ୍ନିତ ହୋଇଛି । ପାଠକମାନଙ୍କ 
ଅବଗତି ପାଇଁ ଏଠାରେ ତା'ର ଫଟୋଚିତ୍ର ସନ୍ଧିହିତ କରାଗଲା | ଏତିହାସିକ ଜଗବନ୍ଧୁ ସିଂହ, ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର 
ବି.ଜେ.ବି. ନଗର ନିବାସୀ ଇତିହାସ ବିଭାଗର ପ୍ରାକ୍ତନ ପ୍ରାଧାପକ କୈଳାସ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦାଶ ମଧ୍ୟ ଚେଳିତାଳୋ 
ଉପରେ ଗଭୀର ଗବେଷଣା ଲବ୍ଧ ଜ୍ଞାନ ପରିବେଷଣ କରିଛନ୍ତି । ବର୍ଭମାନ ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଜଗତ୍‌ସିଂହପୁର ଜିଲ୍ଲା 
ତିରିତୋଲ (ତିର୍ଭୋଲ) ନିକଟରେ ଚେଳିତାଳୋର ଅବସ୍ଥିତି ସ୍ବୀକୃତ, ନାମର ସାମଞ୍ଜସ୍ୟ ଦୃଷ୍ଟିରୁ ଓ ମହାନଦୀ 
ଚିତ୍ରୋପ୍ମଳାର ମଧ୍ଯ ନାମର ସାମ୍ୟ ଦୃଷ୍ଟିରୁ । କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ନିକଟ ସାତଭାୟା ଅଞ୍ଚଳ, ଖୁଦୁରୁକୁଣୀ ବ୍ରତ କଥାର 
ନାୟିକା ‘ ତଅପୋଇ !ଂଙ୍କ ଗାଁ, ତାଙ୍କ ବାପା ସାଧବ ଧନେଶ୍ବର ସାହୁ ଓ ତାଙ୍କ ସାତ ପୁଅଙ୍କ ଘର ଏଇ ଅଞ୍ଚଳ | 


~~ Co 


ସେମାନେ ଚେଳିତାଳୋ ଦେଇ ବହିର୍ବାଣିଜ୍ୟ ପାଇଁ ଯାଉଥବେ ଏ ଅଞ୍ଚଳରୁ । 


ଏତିହ୍ୟ ସମ୍ପନ୍ନ ଅନେକ ପ୍ରାଚୀନଗଡ଼ ବା ଦୁର୍ଗ କାଳଗର୍ଭରେ ଜୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ । କେତେକ ଅର୍ବଜୀର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଅବସ୍ଥାରେ 

ନିଜର ଅସ୍ତିତ୍ଵ ଜାହିର କରୁଛନ୍ତି । କାଳ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ମୁଣ୍ଡଟେକିବାକୁ ଆଉ ତାଙ୍କର ' ଯୁ” ନାହିଁ | ତାଳତମାଳ, 

ହେନ୍ତାଳ ଶୋଭିତ ମହୋଦଧ୍‌ୂ ମହାସିନ୍ଧୁ ତଟରେ ବିନ୍ଦୁଟିଏ ପରି କୁଜଙ୍ଗଗଡ଼ ଏତିହ୍ୟର ଟୁକୁଡ଼ାଏ ମାତ୍ର ହେଲେ 

ବି, କର୍ପୁର ଉଡ଼ି କନାମାତ୍ର ଥଲେ ବି, ତା ଆଡ଼େ କେହି ଆଡ଼ ଆଖୁରେ ଟିକେ ବି ଚାହୁଁ ନାହାନ୍ତି । ଏହା ଦେଖ 

ମନେ ହୁଏ ଆମେ ଯଦି ଓଡ଼ିଆ, କେତେ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ? ପାରାଦୀପର ପୁରୁଣା ରାଜ ନଅର ଭିତରୁ ଏବେ ବି 

ଆବାଜ ଉଠୁଛି । ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଶୁଣି ପାରୁ ନାହିଁ । ଟିକିଏ କାନ ପାରି ଶୁଣିଲେ ଶୁଭିବ ଦର୍ପିତ କୁଜଙ୍ଗ ଷଣ୍ଢ ନୃପତିଙ୍କ 

ପଞ୍ଜରାଥରା ହେଣ୍ଟାଳ ଏବଂ ତାଙ୍କ ଘୋଡ଼ାଟାପୁ ଶବ୍ଦ ! ସୃତିର ପୂୃଷ୍ଠପଟରେ ଆଜି ବି ଉଙ୍କିମାରେ ସାଆନ୍ତଙ୍କ 
କୌଳିନ୍ୟର ବିଭାବନ୍ତ ଚେହେରା, ରାଜବଂଶର ଅସ୍ତାଚଳରେ ଶେଷ ଅରୁଣିମା ପରି । 

ମଧୂରା, ଏ-୯, ବରଯୁଖ/ କଲେୋ/ଳ/, ୁବନେଣର 

6M ¢ o “¥ Nee CNNN 


The palace of Paradipgarh in ruins 
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୮ ଉଚ୍କଳ ବିକାଶ ପରିଷଦ : ଏକ ପରିଚିତି ¦ 


Ee ଉତ୍କଳ ବିକାଶ ପରିଷଦ” ଏକ ଅଣରାଜନୈତିକ, ଅଣ ସାମ୍ପଦାୟିକ, ଅଣବ୍ୟାବସାୟିକ, ସାମାଜିକ, ସାଂସ୍କୃତିକ, ଦାତବ୍ୟ | 
Ek ସ୍ବେଛାସେବୀ ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନ । ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବରରେ ଏହାର ମୁଖ୍ଯ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟାଳୟ ରହିବା ସହିତ ସମଗ୍ର ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଏହାର କାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ପରିଷଦ ଏ 
Fb ଭାବେ ଗୃହୀତ । ରେଜିଷ୍ଟ୍ରାର ଅଫ୍‌ ସୋସାଇଟିଜ୍‌, ଓଡ଼ିଶାଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ରେଜିଷ୍ଟ୍ରେସନ ଅଫ୍‌ ସୋସାଇଟିଜ୍‌ ଆକ୍ଟ ୧୮୬୦ 4 
E ଅଧୀନରେ ଏହା ତା ୨୪.୧ ୦.୧୯୯୭ ରିଖରେ ପଞ୍ଜୀକୃତ ହୋଇଅଛି ଏବଂ ଏହାର ରେଜିଷ୍ଟ୍ରେସନ୍‌ ନମ୍ବର ହେଉଛି 
£ 9୨୦୩୪ ୬/୧ ୧୦-୧୯୯୭-୯୮ 


5 


ପରିଷଦର ଆଭିମୁଖ୍ୟ : 


ଓଡ଼ିଶା ରାଜ୍ୟର ସାମଗ୍ରିକ ଉନ୍ନତି ଓ ବିକାଶ । 

ପରିଷଦର ସଭ୍ୟଭୂକ୍ତ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଙ୍କ ପରିବାରର ସମସ୍ତ ଶିଶୁ, ଯୁବକ ଓ ବୟସ୍କ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ଆତ୍ୁବିଶ୍ଵାସ, 
ଆତ୍ସଶୃଙ୍ଖଳା, ଜାତୀୟତା, ଭ୍ରାତୃତ୍ଵ ଶାନ୍ତି ଓ ପ୍ରଗତି ପ୍ରତି ଅନୁରନ୍ତି ସୃଷ୍ଢି ପାଇଁ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟକ୍ରମ ଗ୍ରହଣ । 
ସଭ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ଏକତା ଓ ସହିଛ ସମଷ୍ଟି | 

ସଭ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କର ତଥା ସେମାନଙ୍କର ପରିବାରବର୍ଗଙ୍କର ଉପକାର ଓ ସମୂହ ସ୍ଵାର୍ଥର ସୁରକ୍ଷା । 

ଓଡ଼ିଶାର କଳା, ସାହିତ୍ୟ, ସଂସ୍କୃତି ଓ ସ୍ଥାପତ୍ୟର ଉନ୍ନତି ସାଧନ । 

ସୃଜନଶୀଳ ସ୍ରଷ୍କା ଏବଂ ସାହସୀ ଓ ବୀରୋଚିତ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟରେ ନିୟୋଜିତ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିମାନଙ୍କୁ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ ଓ ଉତ୍ସାହ ପ୍ରଦାନ | 
ପରିଷଦର ଆଭିମୁଖ୍ୟର ପ୍ରଚାର ଓ ପ୍ରସାର ପାଇଁ ସ୍ଲରଣିକା, ପତ୍ରପତ୍ରିକା ତଥା ପ୍ରକାଶନ ସାମଗ୍ରୀ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତି ଓ 
ପ୍ରକାଶନ । 

ପାଠାଗାର ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା ଓ ପରିଚାଳନା ଏବଂ ଜୀବନୋପଯୋଗୀ ଜ୍ଞାନର ବିତରଣ । 

ସଭ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ସ୍ପଜନାତ୍ସକ ଭାବର ଉନ୍ଲେଷ ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରେରଣା ପ୍ରଦାନ | 

ଓଡ଼ିଶୀ ସଂସ୍କୃତି ସମ୍ପର୍କିତ ଲେଖାର ପ୍ରକାଶନ ଓ ପୁନଃ ପ୍ରକାଶନ । 

ଅଭାବଗ୍ରସ୍ତ ସଦସ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତିଭାବାନ ଶିଶୁମାନଙ୍କୁ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ ଓ ସହାୟତା ପ୍ରଦାନ | 

ସାମାଜିକ ନ୍ୟାୟ ପ୍ରଦାନ ପାଇଁ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟ କରିବା ସହିତ ଦଳିତ, ପତିତ ଓ ନିଃସହାୟମାନଙ୍କର ସ୍ବାର୍ଥର ସୁରକ୍ଷା ! 
ଆଖଡ଼ା, ପାଇକ ଆଖଡ଼ା ପ୍ରଭୃତି ପାର”୍ପରିକ ସାମରିକ କଳାର ଉନ୍ନତି ବିଧାନ । 

ସଭ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କର ସାମଗ୍ରିକ କଲ୍ୟାଣ ଓ ଉନ୍ନତି ସାଧନ । 

ପ୍ରଶାସନର ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକ ସ୍ତରରେ ଦୁର୍ନୀତିର ବିଲୋପ ସାଧନ । 

ପ୍ରାଚୀନ ସଂସ୍କୃତିର ସୁରକ୍ଷା ଓ ସମାଜର ସର୍ବବିଧ ସଂସ୍କାର ସାଧନ ପାଇଁ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟାନୁଷ୍ଠାନ ଗ୍ରହଣ | 

ସମାଜ ପ୍ରତି ସଭ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ଅନୁରକ୍ତି, କର୍ରବ୍ୟନିଷ୍ଠା, ମୂଲ୍ୟବୋଧ ଓ ଆତ୍ସସମ୍ମାନବୋଧ ସୃଷ୍ଠି । 
ସାମାଜିକ କୁସଂସ୍କାର, ଅନ୍ଧବିଶ୍ଵାସ, ଅସମାନତା, ଅସ୍କୃଶ୍ୟତା ପ୍ରଭୃତିର ବିଲୋପ ସାଧନ । 

ସଭ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କ ନୈତିକ, ଆଧ୍ଯାତ୍ମିକ, ସାଂସ୍କୃତିକ ଓ ସାମାଜିକ ପ୍ରଗତି ପାଇଁ ଶିକ୍ଷା ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ! 

ସମାଜସେବା ଓ ଦାତବ୍ୟ ସେବାଦ୍ଵାରା ସମାଜର କଲ୍ୟାଣ ସାଧନ । 


< a= 


+ ସଭ୍ଯମାନଙ୍କୁ ତଥା ତାଙ୍କର ପରିବାରବର୍ଗଙ୍କୁ ଅଥଥନୈତିକ, ସାମାଜିକ ଓ ଶାରୀରିକ ସୁରକ୍ଷା ପ୍ରଦାନ । 
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